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I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

1. From the beginning of this Gospel John has been describing the glory of the eternal Word 

who has come into the world. He is God the Creator, the Fountain of life.  

He has shined upon the world a brilliant light that the world is completely unable to see. 

John 1:4-5 NAU - "In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.  5 The Light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it."  
John 1:9 NAU - " There was the true Light which, coming into the world, 
enlightens every man."  

2. As we come to Verses 11-12 we find what I’ve often referred to as the “Jewish Priority.”  

John 1:11-12 NAU - "He came to His own, and those who were His own did not 
receive Him.  12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to 
become children of God, even to those who believe in His name"  

 A. By “His own” we should understand it to mean the Jews. - ἴδια 

 B. Some have pointed out that this could literally mean “His own home.” 

  It is same construction we find in Chapter 19 

John 19:27 NAU - "Then He said to the disciple, "Behold, your mother!" 

From that hour the disciple took her into his own household." - ἴδια 

C. He didn’t come to strangers. He came to His own people, the sons of Abraham, 

the Jews. They should have recognized Him. The entirety of the Old Covenant 

pointed to Christ.   

3. God has always revealed His redemptive purpose for man by way of covenant.  

LBC Chapter 7: Of God's Covenant 

1.  The distance between God and the creature is so great, that although reasonable 

creatures do owe obedience unto him as their creator, yet they could never have attained 

the reward of life but by some voluntary condescension on God's part, which he hath 

been pleased to express by way of covenant 

4. It began in eternity in the eternal Covenant of Redemption when God elected a multitude 

from the fallen race of humanity and determined to send His Son to redeem them.  

 John expresses this over and over.  

A. This is at the heart of John 3:16 – God has sent forth His Son. 

John 3:16 - "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life."  

B. One of the clearest statements of God’s eternal covenant is in John 6 

John 6:37-39 NAU - "All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and 
the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out.  38 "For I have come 
down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.  
39 "This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I 
lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day."  
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5. God’s covenants upon the earth all point forward to the decisive event of Christ. They are 

all fulfilled in Christ.  

In the Old Covenant the focus was upon a particular nation; a particular people. God 

promised Abraham that he would be the father of a great nation. He promised him that 

through his seed He would raise up the Redeemer. 

Genesis 22:17-18 NAU - " indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly 
multiply your seed as the stars of the heavens and as the sand which is on the 
seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies.  18 "In your 
seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed"  

6. Abraham believed God’s promise and this faith was the instrument of his justification. 

Genesis 15:5-6 NAU - "And He took him outside and said, "Now look toward the 
heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to count them." And He said to him, 
"So shall your descendants be."  6 Then he believed in the LORD; and He 
reckoned it to him as righteousness."  

7. Israel was the focus of God’s revelation of His redemptive purpose.  

This is the “Jewish Priority.” Again, all was designed to point to Christ and all found its 

fulfillment in Christ. Israel received the Tabernacle, the Law, the promises. The Law and 

the Prophets, the OT Scriptures came through them.  

Romans 3:1-2 NAU - "Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the benefit 
of circumcision?  2 Great in every respect. First of all, that they were entrusted 
with the oracles of God."  

8. Gentiles were clearly not a part of these covenant blessings 

Paul described them as "excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers 
to the covenants of promise" (Eph. 2:12) 

 A. To be alienated from Israel was to be alienated from God 

  1. God had but one people. The Gentiles were not included. 

In the Old Covenant the world was divided between Jew and Gentiles. 

There was no other group. 

2. It was to Israel that God revealed Himself and manifested His special 

presence. Israel alone was blessed above all nations 

Deuteronomy 33:29 NAU - "Blessed are you, O Israel; Who is like 
you, a people saved by the LORD, Who is the shield of your help 
And the sword of your majesty! So your enemies will cringe before 
you, And you will tread upon their high places."  

3. Israel was God’s own special peculiar people. Through Israel God was 

teaching the concept of the holy—what it means to be set apart. 

The Gentiles were not included. They were strangers and aliens 

B. And the Jews were proud of their heritage. They hated and despised the Gentiles. 

Even the dust from the Gentile land was considered defiled. This was the meaning 

of our Lord’s words to His disciples: 

Luke 9:5 NAU - "And as for those who do not receive you, as you go out 
from that city, shake the dust off your feet as a testimony against them."  
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8. The Messiah was promised to the Jews. We find this Jewish priority throughout the NT 

 A. The Jewish priority is consistently taught in the NT. Jesus came first to the Jews.  

  - "He came to His own” 
B. The Gospel was offered first to the Jews. 

Romans 1:16 NAU - "For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the 
power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and 
also to the Greek."  

 C. Jesus told the Canaanite woman His mission was first to the Jews 

Matthew 15:22-24 NAU - "And a Canaanite woman from that region came 
out and began to cry out, saying, "Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; 
my daughter is cruelly demon-possessed."  23 But He did not answer her a 
word. And His disciples came and implored Him, saying, "Send her away, 
because she keeps shouting at us."  24 But He answered and said, "I was 
sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel."  

9. The point is; the promise of the Messiah was given to the Jews. When Jesus arrived they 

should have immediately recognized Him. All of the prophecies clearly pointed to Him. 

But they did not believe.  

The world did not know Him. They are charged with ignorance.  

The Jews, on the other hand, are charged with unbelief. 

John 1:11 NAU - "He came to His own, and those who were His own did not 
receive Him."  

 It is in contrast with Verse 10 

John 1:10 NAU - "He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, 
and the world did not know Him."  
John says, "He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive 
Him.  12 But as many as received Him . . ."  

10. What does it mean to receive Christ?  

There are many Christian sects and denominations divided on various issues, but all must 

agree on the answer to this most basic question: What does it mean to receive Christ? 

The Bible is plain here.   

At the heart of the Gospel is this: “Jesus came.” 

John 1:11 NAU - "He came to His own"  
John 1:14 NAU - "And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us"  
But why did Jesus come? 

Matthew 1:21 NAU - "She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name 
Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins."  

1. Jesus came as Savior. He came to fulfill the Law and to lay down His life in 

atonement for the sins of His people. He came to deliver His people from the 

wrath of God. 

2. Receiving Christ demands an acknowledgement of sin and guilt and 

condemnation. 

3. Receiving Christ demands faith in Christ, trusting Him as Savior – His atoning 

death. His righteousness as our only source of righteousness.  

 4. Receiving Christ demands turning from our sin (repentance) and following Him. 
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11. To the Jews Jesus was and remains a great problem, a huge obstacle. Because Jesus 

demands that we trust Him alone. He must be trusted apart from the works of the Law. 

1 Peter 2:6-8 NAS - " For this is contained in Scripture: "Behold I lay in Zion a 
choice stone, a precious corner stone, And he who believes in Him shall not be 
disappointed."  7 This precious value, then, is for you who believe. But for those 
who disbelieve, "The stone which the builders rejected, This became the very 
corner stone,"  8 and, "A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense"; for they 
stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were 
also appointed."  

12. But God’s great redeeming grace was not diminished by their unbelief. 

Romans 3:1-4 NAS - " Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the benefit 
of circumcision?  2 Great in every respect. First of all, that they were entrusted 
with the oracles of God.  3 What then? If some did not believe, their unbelief will 
not nullify the faithfulness of God, will it?  4 May it never be! Rather, let God be 
found true, though every man be found a liar"  

13. In Verse 12 we find the glorious truth of the Gospel of God’s grace that is given to the 

world—God’s universal offer of grace. 

John 1:11-12 NAU - "He came to His own, and those who were His own did not 
receive Him.  12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to 
become children of God, even to those who believe in His name"  

14. This isn’t a contrast between believing Jews and unbelieving Jews. It is a contrast 

between Jews and Gentiles. It is a contrast between those who were His own and those 

who were not His own.  

15. God’s design has always been to bring salvation to men of every race 

Genesis 28:14 NAU - "Your descendants will also be like the dust of the earth, 
and you will spread out to the west and to the east and to the north and to the 
south; and in you and in your descendants shall all the families of the earth be 
blessed."  
1. The Apostle  Paul quoted Hosea as referring to God’s inclusion of the Gentiles 

Romans 9:22-26 NAS - "What if God, although willing to demonstrate His 
wrath and to make His power known, endured with much patience vessels 
of wrath prepared for destruction?  23 And He did so in order that He might 
make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He 
prepared beforehand for glory,  24 even us, whom He also called, not from 
among Jews only, but also from among Gentiles.  25 As He says also in 
Hosea, "I will call those who were not My people, 'My people,' And her 
who was not beloved, 'beloved.'"  26 "And it shall be that in the place where 
it was said to them, 'you are not My people,' There they shall be called 
sons of the living God."  

 2. John is alluding to the Hosea passage here 

Hosea 1:10 NAS - "Yet the number of the sons of Israel Will be like the 
sand of the sea, Which cannot be measured or numbered; And it will 
come about that, in the place Where it is said to them, "You are not My 
people," It will be said to them, "You are the sons of the living God."  
John 1:11-13 KJV – “He came unto his own, and his own received him not.  
12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons 
of God, even to them that believe on his name:  13 Which were born, not of 
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. “ 
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16. God’s promise was to Abraham and his seed. But Abraham’s true descendants are those 

who would believe. 

Galatians 3:7-9 NAU - "Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith who 
are sons of Abraham.  8 The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the 
Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, "All the 
nations will be blessed in you."  9 So then those who are of faith are blessed with 
Abraham, the believer."  

17. This is what John is telling us here 
John 1:11-13 NAU - "He came to His own, and those who were His own did not 
receive Him.  12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to 
become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,  13 who were 
born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God."  
A. It is not those who are related to Abraham by blood. Those distinctions have been 

removed.  

 B. Instead it is to those who are born by the will of God. It is by His mighty power.  

18. Israel pointed forward to the greater reality of the Church. There is much confusion about 

this today.  

 A. The Old Covenant always looked forward to the New 

Deuteronomy 30:6 NAS - "Moreover the LORD your God will circumcise 
your heart and the heart of your descendants, to love the LORD your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul, in order that you may live."  

B. The true Jew has always been one inwardly, in the heart, not outwardly by 

circumcision. 

Romans 2:28-29 NAS - "For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly; neither 
is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh.  29 But he is a Jew who is 
one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, 
not by the letter; and his praise is not from men, but from God."  

C. The deciding factor is not being the blood heir of Abraham, but of being a new 

creature in Christ. 

John 1:13 NAU - "who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh 
nor of the will of man, but of God."  
Galatians 6:15 NAS - "For neither is circumcision anything, nor 
uncircumcision, but a new creation."  

D. Paul makes the profound declaration that God’s elect people are those who follow 

Christ in faith and that they are the true Israel of God. 

Galatians 6:16 NAS - "And those who will walk by this rule, peace and 
mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God."  

19. Dispensationalists accuse us of what they call replacement theology. We aren’t teaching 

this at all. The church hasn’t replaced Israel. The church is Israel, and always has been.  

A. God’s promises to ethnic Israel have found their full expression in the church. It is 

a NEW covenant, signifying that the old has passed away.  
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B. Notice the wording of the New Covenant 
Jeremiah 31:31-33 NAS - "Behold, days are coming," declares the LORD, 
"when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of 
Judah,  32 not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I took 
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they 
broke, although I was a husband to them," declares the LORD.  33 "But this is the 
covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days," declares 
the LORD, "I will put My law within them, and on their heart I will write it; and I will 
be their God, and they shall be My people."  

 
Conclusion: 
1. How do you become a part of this glorious blessing? How do you become one of God’s 

own children? By receiving Christ! 

John 1:12 NAU - "But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to 
become children of God, even to those who believe in His name"  

2. Have you received Him? Are you trusting Him? Are you following Him? Are you resting 

in Him? 

 
 


