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Good morning, Lighthouse, are you ready for the Word of God this morning? 
 
Ephesians 2:8-9   
8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of 
God:  
9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.  
 
Faithful students of the Bible know that there are basically two categories of religion that all of 
the different so-called faiths in the world fall into.  
 
Those two categories are faith, sometimes called grace, and works.  
 
There are those who believe that man can be saved from his sins in full or in part by his own 
meritorious conduct, which we call works. These works may be anything from religious 
activities such as Baptism, Church attendance, giving, observing the Lord’s Supper, to any 
number of good deeds of all kinds. 
 
There are others who believe that man can only be saved from his sins through faith in 
Jesus; Who, being God in flesh, shed His blood to pay for our sins. 
 
What our text refers to as grace is that gracious, unselfish act of pure love that was 
accomplished by our Lord Jesus as He laid down His life on the cross on our behalf. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:3-4  
3 …how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;  
4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the 
scriptures:  
 
The grace of God that saves us is received through faith. 
 
Faith is the Greek word “Pistis”. It means reliance upon, trust in, dependence upon. 
 
The verb form of this Greek word is “Pisteuo”. This describes to us the act of placing or 
putting our trust in Jesus and can be for many things; the first and most important of which is 
to save us from our sins. 
 
Faith describes the state in which we exist when we have placed our reliance upon Jesus. 
 
Faith is sometimes used to describe the body of truth found in the Holy Scriptures.  
 



Jude vs.3  …that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered 
unto the saints.  
 
So, if we were to read Ephesians 2:8-9 with the definitions of these terms inserted instead of 
the words themselves, it might go something like this: 
 
For by the act of pure love in Jesus shedding His blood for us on the cross are ye saved, 
being received through the act on your part of placing your trust, your reliance upon Him to 
save you; understanding that no part of this is of or dependent upon you; it is rather the gift of 
God: not of your religious activities or your meritorious deeds or your refraining from sins, lest 
you be able to brag that you had some part in providing this for yourself. 
 
For us who strive to defend our faith against corruption and who also strive to win as many 
as possible to a saving knowledge of Christ, works, because it is constantly being mis-taught 
as either the full or some partial means of access to heaven, has somehow become the 
enemy. 
 
This is a sad thing, because good works is not the enemy! 
 
If you go read the next verse of our text, you will find that good works is something believers 
were created to do!  
 
Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.  
 
Faith, works and grace are inseparable partners in Christian life; you had just better 
understand clearly the roles they each play or there won’t even be any Christian life to live! 
 
To accomplish that understanding, first of all: 
 
I. Faith is “reliance upon”. 
 
A. Faith is something we use and understand every day. 
 

1. On one of the vacations Lisa and I took some years ago we went out on a snorkeling 
tour. 

  
2. When we swam away from the boat, we didn’t really think about it - but what we 
actually did was we placed our faith completely in that crew to come back and get us at 
the end of the tour. 
 
3. We were totally and completely dependent upon that boat and crew and we placed 
our trust in them when we swam away from the boat. 
 
4. Had they not come back and picked us up, no way possible could we have gotten 
back on our own. 



 
5. Everybody uses faith every day; trusting Jesus to save you works exactly the same. 
 
B. Exercising faith is your part. 
 
1. God has done His part in all of this. 
 
2. He gave His only begotten Son to die for your sins. 
 
3. He has even proven that it is true. 
 
4. Jesus did His part as well; He willingly laid down His life for you…not to mention 
finding you and bringing you this glorious message. 
 
5.  Now it is your turn to act. 
 
6. Are you just going to sit there and stay lost or are you going to say “OK Lord, I’m just 
going to trust you to handle it”? 
 
7. Actually, the way that works is that you can say it and mean it with all your 
heart…or…you can mean it with all your heart whether you say it or not. Since God 
knows your heart, it’s all the same. 
 
Another thing that requires understanding is that: 
 
II. Faith is not a work. 
 
A. You would think that nearly anyone would already know that; but there are some 
scriptures that are often misinterpreted.  
 
1. John 6:28-29   
28 Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God?  
29 Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him 
whom he hath sent.  

2. Some have read these verses and have said “Look, it says right here that 
believing is the work of God”.  

3. No, silly, the Lord had just fed thousands with the miracle of a few loaves and 
fishes. Those in that crowd are asking the Lord what it would take for them to be 
able to do that. 
 
4. The Lord is explaining that this miracle wasn’t so that they could do it too, it 
was shown them that they might believe on Him whom God hath sent. 
 
B. Faith in Christ is one of two things. 



 
1. Faith is a decision in the heart to place your trust in Jesus alone to save you from 
your sins. 
 
Romans 10:10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness...  
  
2. Or, faith is the state of having trusted Jesus to save you and now you are continually 
trusting Him to keep you saved, to guide you, to answer your prayers, to provide for you 
in every aspect of life. 
 
3. 1 John 5:13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the 
Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the 
name of the Son of God.  
 
4. So we are saved by Jesus paying for our sins, which He did all by Himself; we 
receive that salvation through our trusting Him to do it…Not of or by any works on our 
part! 
 
Sooner or later someone will read the book of James and the question will come up: 
 
III. How does faith save us? 
 
A. That is easy to explain, our faith does not save us! 
 
1.  James 2:14-18 
14 What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not 
works? can faith save him? [this answer is obviously no] 
15 If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food,  
16 And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; 
notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth 
it profit?  
17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.  
18 Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without 
thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works.  
 
1. If this is confusing, just think about what you have already learned... 
 
2. We just read in Ephesians 2:8 that salvation is “not of ourselves…” so is it your faith 
that saves you or is it God’s gracious sacrifice of Jesus on the cross that saves you? 
 
3. Well that is plain enough; “for by grace are ye saved”.  
 
4. Our faith is merely the means through which Christ’s sacrifice is imputed to us. 
 



5. It is however perfectly acceptable to say that we are justified or saved by faith [such 
as in Romans 3 and 4] provided you have prequalified that statement by pointing out 
that the faith being discussed is in Jesus’ work on the cross. 
 
B. Don’t make the mistake of many who conclude that if our faith doesn’t save us, then 
it must be our works or some combination of faith and works. 
 
1. No, it’s the blood that saves…nothing else! 
 
2. Romans 5:9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved 
from wrath through him.  
 
3. Romans 3:25 [Jesus] Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in 
his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through 
the forbearance of God;  
 
IV. If works have nothing to do with going to heaven, why bother; why are they so 
important?  
 
A. There are a multitude of reasons; here are a few: 
 
1. Good works are part of the purpose for which you were created.  

 
Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.  
 
2. Good works are the primary means through which we glorify God. 
   

a. Psalm 66:2 Sing forth the honour of his name: make his praise glorious.  
 

b. Ephesians 3:21 Unto him be glory in the    church by Christ Jesus throughout 
all ages, world without end. Amen.  

 
3. Maybe the most important to you is that good works are necessary in order to be sure 
that you really are going to heaven. 
 

a. 1 John 2:3 And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his 
commandments.  

 
b. 1 John 3:14 We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we 
love the brethren… 
 

B. If your faith does not motivate you unto good works; according to the Apostle James, 
you have a dead faith. 
 
1. James 2:17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.  



 
2. Maybe you trusted Jesus for some miracle or to save you from some danger or some 
traumatic situation? 
 
3. Salvation and the new birth of our “dead in sins” spirit that comes with it happens only 
when we place our faith in Jesus to save us from our sins. 
 
4. Christ died for our sins…all other problems He can solve without dying. 
 
Conclusion:   
 
Good works is not our enemy. 
 
God is all for good works…and we are too! 
 
Just don’t think they are going to help get you to heaven! 
 


