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Introduction: What do we have before us this evening?  Many believing yet Jesus not entrusting 
Himself to them?  How can many believe in Jesus yet not be allowed to draw near to Jesus?  Why 
would Jesus keep His distance from the many who believed in Him?  This is a strange text at first 
sight but upon examining it you will find a necessary warning from self-deception regarding salvation.
A warning largely ignored in this day but one which the Apostle John is passionate to teach.

1. As the time frame is the Passover the historical context includes up to verse 13, previous.  
John speaks of the signs which Jesus was performing.  What are these signs?  (1) the temple 
cleansing and all that was prophesied in Malachi 3:1-6; and Psalm 69:9; and (2) other signs which are 
not recorded for us to know.

2. The impossibility of neutrality is demonstrated in the great antithesis manifested in the 
response of the disciples and the response of the Jews, verses 17-20: God glorified or God despised! 
The same facts were before both groups yet their response was opposite.  How do we explain this?  
John 6:45-47 compared with John 2:22.  The disciples believed the Scripture, the Jews did not.

3. John desires “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing 
you may have life in His name.”  To this end he clearly warns that not all faith is saving faith, v 23-
24;  James 2:19-20.  John 6:26-27; James 2:19.  Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23.

4. How does the Bible define saving faith?  Romans 10:9-10 are the key to answering this 
question.  Saving faith is faith from the heart.  The whole man embraces the whole Jesus without 
reserve.  The heart is well defined in the Scripture: it has three elements, (1) intellect, 1 Kings 3:9 
Solomon; (2) affections, 1 Samuel 1:8 Hannah; and, (3) will, Judges 5:15 Deborah.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
5. In the light of this as one studies the New Testament’s use of the word, “faith” one sees these
three aspects of the heart highlighted.  Saving faith has three elements, corresponding to the three 
aspects of the heart: (1) knowledge (notitia) emphasized by “believe that,” Hebrews 11:6; John 8:24; 
11:42; 16:27; Romans 10:9; 1 John 5:1, 4; (2) assent (assensus) emphasized by “believe + dative of 
person or proposition,” John 2:22; 4:21, 50; 5:24, 38, 46-47; and, (3) trust, (fiducia) emphasized by 
“believe in, upon or into,” John 3:15; Luke 24:25;  1Timothy 1:16; John 1:12; 2:11; 3:16, 18.

6. What are the marks of saving faith?  The Bible is very clear on this answer.  Saving faith is 
(1) a loving faith, 2 Thessalonians 2:10; Galatians 5:6; (2) an obedient faith, Romans 1:5 & 16:26; 
John 3:36; (3) a working faith, James 2:14-26; Galatians 5:6; and, (4) a persevering faith, Hebrews 
3:6, 12-14; Matthew 13:23.  The whole man believes in the whole Christ.  Christ does not offer 
Himself to the sinner as a buffet dinner for you to pick and choose those things you like but leave those
things you don’t like.  He is no Savior unless He is Lord.1

7. From where does saving faith originate? It is the work of the Holy Spirit in regeneration, 
John 3:3.  Note the connection between John 2:25 and 3:1, “a man.”  Saving faith is supernatural in 
its origin and determined by God, John 6:35-40, 44, 63-66. This is the great stumbling block for it 
crosses the sinner’s pride.  The cross proves that the sinner’s salvation is all the work of God and none 
of the man.  It is grace not works.

8. How does saving faith come to be in the sinner?  The ordinary way in which God brings the 

1 Luke 6:46-49  house without a foundation



sinner to faith is the preaching of the gospel, Romans 10:8-17.

9. When speaking to others about Jesus and calling them to faith one must be clear not to imply
that faith has its origin in nature but rather is supernatural in origin.  If one allows the sinner to think 
that faith is in his power to perform he will put it off until some “convenient” time.  Today is the day 
of salvation.

10. Finally, there is in our text another proof of the deity of Jesus for Jesus knew the heart of 
man, 1 Kings 8:39.  God is omniscient, knowing all.

11. God's omniscience is a terror to the unbeliever but a calming and joyful truth to the 
believer.  The sinner is in angst over the dread sense that God knows all the evil about him and will 
hold him accountable in the coming day of judgment.  The saint is thrilled that he does not have any 
secrets from God, for this means God does not love him in deceit, nothing can suddenly be revealed 
about himself that would take God by surprise and bring His love to an end.  Further, the saint is 
confident that whatever God ordains for him is wise and good though perhaps difficult.  You ought to 
be anxiety-free, and full of joy in the happy enjoyment of God through Jesus Christ.


