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Introduction: The first question of the Westminster Shorter Catechism asks, “What is the chief end of 
man?”  It’s answer?  “Man’s chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.”  The cleansing of 
the temple by Jesus demonstrates that this was the heart of Jesus toward His Father.

1. John provides you with very simple hooks upon which to form a timeline of Jesus’ public 
ministry.  In verse 13 he records the Passover.  You will find the Passover mentioned again in 5:1; 6:4; 
and 11:55.  Thus you can make a simple outline of the three years of Jesus’ public ministry.  One New 
Testament scholar gives this outline: Opportunity, Obscurity, Opposition, for the three years.

2. These verses of John’s Gospel have generated great interest among the gainsayers of 
revealed religion.  Why?  Because of their basic unbelief. The synoptic gospels each record Jesus 
cleansing of the temple, Luke 19:45-46; Mark 11:15-18 and Matthew 21:12-17.  When did Jesus do 
this thing?  At the beginning or at the end of His public ministry?  Or both?

3. The doctrine of inspiration demands that the Bible, as God’s Word, has no errors in it.  As a 
result there must be two temple cleansings at both the beginning and ending of Jesus’ public ministry 
on earth. It is fitting is it not?  What is the Biblical command for the rejection of a factious man?  Is it 
not two admonitions rejected?  Titus 3:10-11.

4. We ought to see in the two cleansings of the temple two admonitions to repent and serve the 
Lord.  But the Jews having despised these two admonitions, not from prophets but from the very Son 
of God, are then rejected by God and utterly destroyed by Titus’ army in 70 AD.  What does Jesus see
as he enters the court of the Gentiles?  A stockyard with moneychangers, inspectors and vendors.  
The high priest Annas and his sons grew rich from this corruption.1  Rabbinic literature calls these 
activities, “the Bazaars of the sons of Annas.”2  

5. In this light it is most interesting that verse 17 quotes Psalm 69:9 which is an imprecatory 
Psalm.  How should one interpret the Old Testament?  We have an example here from the fact that 
the disciples understood Psalm 69 to be speaking about Jesus Christ.  This is the method of 
interpretation Jesus urges upon the disciples/apostles in Luke 24:44-45.  Is this not the very method of 
Hebrews, especially of chapter one?

6. Further we see a partial fulfilment of Malachi 3:2-3.  Immediately following the ministry of 
the forerunner who prepares the way for the Messiah, the Messiah comes like a refiner’s fire and 
fuller’s soap.  v1-the messenger first comes, John the Baptist; v2-Jesus, virtually unknown suddenly is 
in the temple gaining instant fame; v3-Jesus refines and rebukes Levi; v4-seeking true and sincere 
worshipers for His Father; v5-Jesus draws near to Jerusalem in judgment using Titus in 70 AD.

7. Where does this judgment begin?  Upon the tribe of Levi at the temple.  Judgment begins 
with the house of God.  See 1 Peter 4:17.  Why the church first?  Because the Church determines the 
culture not the culture determining the church.  The people’s religion is the engine driving their 
culture.  Religion determines the character of the civil government; the family; education; the arts; 
science; mathematics; medicine; economics;  law; and exploration.  Nothing is neutral.  No where does
God adopt a hands off policy toward His Creation.

1 Proverbs 11:1;  12:22
2 John 18:13  "... and led Him to Annas first;  for he was father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year."



8. This impossibility of neutrality is demonstrated in the great antithesis manifested in the 
response of the disciples and the response of the Jews, verses 17-20: God glorified or God despised!

9. Do we not see here the jealousy of God regarding His house? His worship?  He identifies 
Himself as the jealous God, Exodus 20:5; 34:14; Deuteronomy 4:24; 5:9; 6:15; 32:16-31.  We must 
learn the necessity and urgency of reforming the Church and her worship.  This is what consumes
the heart of Jesus.  Remember what Jesus says His Father is seeking in John 4:23; Joshua 24:14.  
Ecclesiastes 5:1-2 is forgotten today.  

10. However, your concern for the purity of the Church's worship of God does not merely 
concern the corporate Church.  It concerns you, yourself.   How is your heart as you come into 
God’s presence?  Are you bringing your sheep, oxen, doves and entertainments with you or is your 
heart wholly for God?3  You are responsible for your thoughts during worship.  Indeed at all times, but 
especially during worship.  Are you more like the merchants and the bankers in the temple or like 
Jesus, zealous for God's glory?  Are you actively putting out of your mind those thoughts which grieve 
the Holy Spirit?  Is God's glory, including His worship, more important to you than your pleasures or 
your schedule for Monday?

3 Isaiah 58:13-14


