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Introduction: John records for us one of the most endearing of Jesus’ miracles in these verses.  One 
cannot understand what Jesus does here and not respond with faith and love to Him.  Here is a friend 
that has no equal.  Here is the true God no blind fate or chance, no uncaring impersonal Nature 
Goddess.

1. Why does John record this event which the Synoptic Gospels do not mention?  To bring 
you to faith and to increase your faith in Jesus is the purpose which motivated John to record this 
great event at the obscure town of Cana in Galilee near Nazareth and within one day’s journey to 
Capernaum, John 20:30-31.  John tells us this is Jesus’ first sign, shmei/wn.

2. This is the first sign of Jesus and it was done in Cana of Galilee.  John does not say merely
that this is the first sign which Jesus did in Cana of Galilee.  The clear intent of the Holy Spirit is to 
teach that Jesus did not begin to do miracles in His infancy nor in His youth contrary to all the 
apocryphal accounts.  His miracles were always combined with the publication of doctrine.  They
were confirmatory signs to His truth.

3. Clearly we are taught here about the sanctity and goodness of marriage between one man 
and one woman.  Jesus attends with approval!  It is the spirit of antichrist who forbids marriage and 
speaks disdainfully of it, 2 Timothy 4:1-3; Hebrews 13:4.  Its origin is in God, Genesis 1:27; 2:21-24.  
A godly wife is a good thing, Proverbs 5:18; 18:22; 19:14.1

4. Plainly we learn in these verses that it is a good thing to party and to rejoice for good things 
at the proper time.  Jesus particularly makes provision for the festivities to continue as He makes some 
60 to 150 gallons of excellent wine.2  Saints who are not joyful make poor advertisement for the 
gospel.  How often does King David show his concern for joy?3

5. Yet, these two doctrines concerning Christian Living do not exhaust the point of this great
passage.  There must be more because these things are taught elsewhere clearly and they don’t in and 
of themselves draw us to Jesus.  Why does the Holy Spirit cause John to write these verses?

6. The context holds the answer.  When does this occur?  Verse 1 tells us “and on the third day” 
which connects us to chapter 1:43-51.  So on the third day Jesus purposed to go to Galilee, particularly 
to Cana for the wedding, and accumulated Philip and Nathanael as disciples.

7. What had been the conversation between Jesus and Nathanael?  John 1:47-51.  Do you see 
the difference between how Nathanael identifies Jesus and how Jesus identifies Himself?  Jesus 
declares to Nathanael that he would see revelation concerning the glory of Jesus as the Son of Man.  
Now the third day, at the wedding, Nathanael, along with the other disciples, see the glory of the Son 
of Man manifested in His power to make wine and His rejoicing in the goodness of His Father.

8. What demonstrates Jesus identity as the Son of Man4 and His glory?  (1) Surely His ability to
turn the water into wine; (2) His rebuke of His mother; (3) the utter contrast between His feasting and 
drinking wine and John the Baptist’s asceticism, Matthew 11:16-19; 9:14-17; (4)  His great 
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compassion and understanding, Hebrews 4:15; Isaiah 42:3.

9. Note that though the world (who does not ascribe the source to be God) may enjoy some 
fleshly benefit from His works the saints (who do ascribe the source to be God) gain spiritual benefits. 
The world enjoys the wine, the disciples enjoy the wine but additionally their faith in Jesus is 
confirmed and strengthened.

10. Dear saint, does joy mark your daily experience?  Do those with whom you interact consider
you a joyful person?  God has set His eternal and effectual love upon you.  He has promised to you all 
good things.5  He has stored up for you an inheritance that is beyond your imagination.6  He gives the 
lives of others for your benefit.7  He will never forsake you even in the valley of the shadow of death.8  
All the hurtful experiences, all the broken promises, all the overlooked good things you ought to have 
heard an approving word about, these are but little compared to what you now have in Christ Jesus.  
Like David writes, it is the communication of his joy in the Lord that will help his witness to Christ be 
effectual in the conversion of sinners.9  When you are introduced to a person you have not met before, 
do they draw the conclusion that you are a joyful person they would like to be around?  We each must 
consider how we communicate the condition of our heart to others:  a smile or a frown, an encouraging
comment or a sigh, a dark face or a happy face?  Jesus loves a joyful countenance.10  He kept the 
wedding party going with notes of rejoicing and camaraderie as He supplied the best of wine!
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