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Introduction: In the four days which John the Apostle records in this first chapter you see the growth of
the distinctly Christian Church.  Here you see how God grows His Church, the method and the 
messengers of which He approves.  Our text is full of hope and encouragement.

1. John as the faithful minister of the gospel points his hearers to Jesus and not to himself, 
verse 36.  John is a Christ approved pattern for the minister in his attitude to glorify Christ and not 
himself, John 3:22-30, “He must increase, but I must decrease.”1

2. John the Baptist sets the pattern not only in heart attitude but in the preaching, for the faithful 
ministry of the gospel will proclaim Christ crucified, verses 29, 36.  This is the same thematic 
fixation of the Apostle Paul, 1 Corinthians 2:2.  Indeed, of all Scripture, Luke 24:44-49.

3. Repentance is an evangelical doctrine which must often be preached if we would see men 
seek the face of Christ,  Acts 17:30-31, Mark 1:4, 14-15; 2:17; 6:12; Acts 20:21; 26:20.2

4. The same preaching of John produced no disciples on the previous day but two on the next. 
The efficacy of the Word is not tied to the time of its administration.  Your task is to be consistent in 
bearing witness to the truth regarding Jesus.  Isaiah 55:10-11.  The farmer is your pattern here.  He 
labors yet sees no fruit for some time yet he hopes in the future harvest.

5. When Andrew and John follow Christ, He enquires as to their reason, verse 38.  Why? Is a 
question of vital interest to Jesus. Christianity is of the whole man, therefore motivation matters, not 
merely activity. The gospel must be presented in such a manner as to send hearers to Jesus for the right
reasons, John 2:24; 6:26-27.  What are the right reasons?  

6. But also Jesus encourages them with His acceptance, verse 39, “Come, and you will see.”  
Jesus will receive all who truly seek Him, John 6:37; Romans 10:12-13. Also John 3 & 4.3

7. Andrew of whom we hear very little, is the instrument God Providentially uses to bring Simon 
Peter to Christ.  You never know how significant your labors to bring others to know Jesus might 
ultimately be.  You might bring a Peter or a Paul to Christ in your humble sphere of influence.  
Parents, you might be raising a future Peter or Paul or Mary or Dorcas.  Persevere in faithfulness to 
your duty.

8. Andrew brings Peter to Christ!  Whatever knowledge and understanding might be lacking in 
you will be made up if you bring your hearer to Christ.  Christ will teach him as He has you.  Send 
your hearer to Christ with his questions and his ignorance.  There is great encouragement in the 
remembrance that Christ enjoys the office of prophet.  It is His delight to grant knowledge, wisdom 
and understanding to all who seek it,  James 1:5; Proverbs 1:20-23.

9. In verse 41, we are told what Andrew tells Peter, Jesus of Nazareth is the promised Messiah 
of the Old Testament.  Note well that agreement with the Old Testament is the reason given to Peter to 
come to Jesus!

1 Acts 17:11
2 Westiminster Shorter Catechism Q&A #87;  Westminster Confession of Faith Chapter 15
3 The gospel is for the elite and for the lowest people of a culture:  Nicodemus and the Samaritan prostitute.



10. In verse 42, we learn that Christ knows all His sheep intimately.  He makes this known so 
that we may be encouraged as to our duty and in connection with Providence.  We walk before a heart 
searching and heart seeing God, Ephesians 6:5-8; Colossians 3:22-24;  1 Samuel 16:7.

11. The Lord judges the believer not by his fits and falls but by the consistent trend of his 
way. So Peter is judged as a steadfast, unmoveable saint (rock) not withstanding his failure before a 
little servant girl.  So likewise King David is judged as a man after God’s own heart not withstanding 
his failure in adultery and murder.  Take courage in times of trial.  Do not allow failures to carry you 
away into despondency.  You who believe are accepted in Jesus, not in your works, but in His works.


