
Isaiah 2:1-5  
1  The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
2  Now it shall come to pass in the latter days That the mountain of the LORD'S 
house Shall be established on the top of the mountains, And shall be exalted 
above the hills; And all nations shall flow to it. 3  Many people shall come and 
say, "Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, To the house of the 
God of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, And we shall walk in His paths." For out 
of Zion shall go forth the law, And the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4  He 
shall judge between the nations, And rebuke many people; They shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, And their spears into pruning hooks; Nation shall not 
lift up sword against nation, Neither shall they learn war anymore. 5  O house of 
Jacob, come and let us walk In the light of the LORD.  
 
I would like you to think about this statement. 
If our sights are fixed on here and now, we cannot live the Christian life as it is 
meant to be lived. 
I think probably most of us would agree with that statement.  But the implications 
of that statement can be very revealing. 
What were you upset about most this week, or maybe in the last couple of 
weeks?  What were you angriest about?  What thing disrupted your life, 
redirected your focus and attitude?  What troubled your heart to the place that 
your walk with God was interrupted? 
How much of that had to do with eternity? 
Do you see the problem here? 
Whatever you and I were upset about, it did not change where we will spend 
eternity.  It did not change the joy we will experience when in Christ’s presence.  
It will not undo the fact that whatever we go through for Christ He will repay a 
thousand fold.  So why were we so upset?  Why were we so distracted? 
Isn’t the problem so often that we are hoping for here and now to give us what it 
cannot and will not.  Isn’t the problem that we look for satisfaction and 
fulfillment and enjoyment in the here and now in a way that God has never 
promised to give us here and now? 
In our text this morning Isaiah is talking to a rebellious people.  They are idol 
worshippers and thinking themselves to be God worshipers.  They are looking to 
their circumstances to provide them with what they need.  They are choosing a 
path of here and now satisfaction, and they will pay anything to get it.  They even 
sacrifice their children if they think that will help.  They think they, as a people, 
are the center of the universe.  But they aren’t.  This people will soon be judged 
by God.  They will soon be destroyed, for the most part. 



But in the midst of this present incongruity, this present pursuit of happiness 
apart from God, Isaiah shows them the utter reality of the pleasure to be found in 
God.  Some of it can be enjoyed now.  But its ultimate fulfillment is in the future.  
In this life we are promised trials and troubles.  Those are promises.  But there is a 
day coming when every hope we have ever had in God will be satisfied.   
2  Now it shall come to pass in the latter days 
The latter days in the Old Testament are normally referring to the time of the 
coming Messiah.  I think the New Testament equivalent would be the phrase “the 
last days”.  It refers to the time that we live in and culminates in the return of 
Christ.  So it can be talking about any point of time in that era. 
Look again at what Isaiah says in verse 2.  It shall come to pass.  He does not say 
likely or might or should or could.  He doesn’t say it would be good if it came to 
pass.  Nope.  Like so many things with God, it is going to happen and there is 
nothing we can do that would stop it or assure that it happens.  Sometimes we 
can play a part in its happening.  But it is never a part that God cannot do without.  
God will accomplish everything that is in His mind.  And praise God that He will.  
Every promise of God is only dependent upon God’s ability to make it happen.  
And fortunately, He is omnipotent- all powerful. 
Let’s continue- 
That the mountain of the LORD'S house shall be established on the top of the 
mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills 
The mountain of the Lord’s house is Mount Moriah.  Now at this point we need to 
pause.  Is this language literal or figurative?  This is the million dollar question for 
much of what Isaiah will predict in the future. 
Currently Mount Moriah is the mount that Jerusalem is built on.  It is not the 
highest mountain even in that general vicinity.  And it is surely not higher than 
mountains in the Alps. 
If we are to understand this literally this means that Mount Moriah will be raised 
to a level higher than the mountains in the area.  And there is nothing to stop God 
from doing that. 
Many of the reformers do not believe this is literal.  They tend to spiritualize it.  
They say that this is basically talking about the church.  And they talk about the 
supremacy of the church.  Now certainly we do not want to do anything that 
would minimize the importance of the church of Christ.  It is an amazing thing that 
Christ has built at the expense of His life.  But we are left with a problem.  At least 
I am. 
Look at what this passage says in a few verses. 
They shall beat their swords into plowshares, And their spears into pruning 
hooks; Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, Neither shall they learn war 
anymore. 



How do you spiritualize that?  This is talking about world politics.  It is talking 
about global peace.  Nations not fighting against other nations.  Christ said that in 
the last days there would be wars and rumors of wars.  Something has changed 
here.  I cannot see that this is the effect of the church on the world.  There is only 
one thing that I can see that would cause this to happen in the world that we live 
in.  It would be the dictatorship of Jesus Christ. 
Now, at this point I could be very wrong.  There are a whole lot of people who are 
a whole lot smarter than me that have interpreted this very differently.  I think 
that most of them have a theological box that they feel the rest of scripture must 
fit in.  But I could be wrong about that too.  So please, do not take my word for 
any of this.  Study it.  Read what other people have said.  Think about it.  And 
come to your own conclusion. 
This is a huge juncture.  If I am right, we are moving to a Millennial reign of Christ 
that will last for a very long time, and maybe for a literal 1000 years.  This is a time 
where the lost and the saved live together under Christ’s reign.   This is prior to a 
final judgment.  This is a very different theological path than most of the 
reformers took. 
The reformers tended to see this as talking about the progress that the church of 
Christ would make over time.  In their view, the millennial reign is really a 
spiritualized way of seeing the progress of the church in that period of time.   
I was raised with a bias toward a literal millennium, so it is worth considering that 
as you listen to what I have to say.  And if you see it differently than I do, there 
will be no division between us over this.  I am not certain.  But I must be true to 
God in the way I see it.  I think what we are talking about is a literal event in the 
future.  And I will teach it that way until I see it otherwise. 
But just to be fair, I will give you a few quotes from a scholar who is far superior 
to me who saw it differently. 
John Gill- reformed and excellent scholar 
That the mountain of the Lord's house shall be established in the top of the 
mountains; by "the mountain" of the Lord's house is meant, not Mount Moriah, 
on which the temple was built; nor the temple itself, but the kingdom of Christ, 
which is his church, is here designed; called "the Lord's house", because of his 
building, and where he dwells, and which he will at this time beautify and 
glorify; the materials of it are lively stones, or true believers; laid on Christ the 
foundation, it is called "the mountain", in allusion to Mount Zion, on which the 
temple stood; because of its immovableness, being secured in the everlasting 
and electing love of God, and in the unalterable covenant of grace, founded on 
the Rock Christ, and guarded by the mighty power of God. This is "established in 
the top of the mountains"; in Christ, who is higher than the kings of the earth, 
signified by mountains, Revelation 17:9 who is the Head of all principality and 



power.  Here it seems to denote the superiority of the kingdom and interest of 
Christ to all civil and religious states; the settlement and security of it; its 
standing above them, and continuance when they shall be no more 
 
Now John Gill is an amazing scholar.  But I cannot see how all nations deciding not 
to go to war with each other has anything to do with the ministry of the church.  
The way I understand it, the church is not going to take over the political positions 
of the world.  In fact, we will tend to be persecuted by the worldly positions of 
power until Christ returns. 
Please study this with me.  Look into alternative views.  And together we can 
determine what is most reasonable to believe. 
So back to mount Moriah. 
That the mountain of the LORD'S house shall be established on the top of the 
mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills 
If this is literal, somehow mount Moriah will be raised to the height so that that 
its geography coincides with spiritual truth.  The most superior worship is in the 
most superior geography. 
Then looks what happens next. 
2   And all nations shall flow to it. 3  Many people shall come and say, "Come, and 
let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, To the house of the God of Jacob; He 
will teach us His ways, And we shall walk in His paths. 
 
Shall flow unto it - This is a figurative expression, denoting that they would be 
converted to the true religion. It indicates that they would come in multitudes, 
like the flowing of a mighty river.  But notice.  The river is flowing uphill. The idea 
of the “flowing” of the nations, or of the movement of many people toward an 
object like a broad stream, is one that is very grand and sublime 
The reformers spiritualize this.  They say that gentiles coming to the gospel fulfills 
this prophecy.  And maybe it does.  But it seems to me something different. 
I think this is a period of time when the devil’s influence is removed.  People are 
getting used to the idea of King Jesus.  And they are curious.  They want to know 
more.  So they begin to investigate.   
They begin to flock to the central place of power to hear about their ruler, King 
Jesus.  They go to His house to hear His message.  And they finally want to. 
He will teach us His ways, And we shall walk in His paths. 
If this is literal, this will be an amazing period of time.  Christians will be the 
heroes.  We will be the go-to people.  There will be no hindrance for preaching 
the Gospel.  People will actually be asking for it.  They will be willing to pay a great 
price to go hear it.  It will be an unprecedented time of opportunity.  It won’t be 
like it is now.  People will not run from the presentation.  They will not be so 



angry when someone tells them the truth about the bad news of sin and the good 
news of Christ.  They want God to teach them His way.  And even more amazing, 
they want to learn it so they can do it. 
" For out of Zion shall go forth the law, And the word of the LORD from 
Jerusalem. 
Now, if Jerusalem is the center of government as well as the center of religious 
worship, would it not make sense that the law goes forth from that center?  Now 
would this have to be the Old Testament law with all the trappings of sacrifices 
and ceremonial rules?  Maybe not.  We will discover as we go forward into the 
rest of the book if this creates a problem.  But there will have to be civil law in 
some form.  And if Jerusalem is the center of civil government, certainly God 
would apply the rule of His law.  His law was and is still good.  It accurately 
displays His view of what is right and wrong.   
John Lennon tells us to imagine that there is no moral code and no heaven and 
hell.  Scripture tells us to imagine what it will be like when it is God’s moral code 
that wins the day and is enforced.  We are to imagine what it will be like when 
heaven and hell are so accurately displayed and the path to both is so clearly 
seen.   
Now, Christ is King 
The law of God is the law of the land. 
How does that work out?  How does it get carried out?  Is anything lost in the 
execution of this justice? 
4  He shall judge between the nations, And rebuke many people; 
This is the Lord who is doing this.  Our King Jesus is performing this.  So it isn’t like 
anything is slipping through the cracks.  There are no cracks in omniscience.  His 
knowledge is perfect.  He knows who is guilty and who is innocent and of what.  
There is only absolute justice possible when it is the Lord who judges. 
So that is exactly what happens.  The Lord begins to judge between the nations.  
Governments will no longer abuse the people they are to be serving.  There will 
be no more Hitlers trying to take over the world.  It is interesting that at this point 
there will still be nations.  God doesn’t end that just yet.  But there is no more 
injustice going unnoticed. 
Now if God is going to be judging the nations, what would you expect?  
Convictions.  And that is what will happen.  The word used here for rebuke also 
means to convict of a crime.  Stuff isn’t going to slide like it has in the past.  It will 
take a while for people to get the idea that King Jesus is not like other Kings.  They 
are not going to get away with stuff anymore.  Many people are going to be dealt 
with.  Many people are going to be either corrected or convicted of their crimes. 
Won’t this be wonderful?  Wouldn’t it be good to see justice in the world’s 
courts?  Wouldn’t it be good to know that the guilty party is always going to get 



caught?  Now we may not like that for ourselves.  But in this world government it 
will be a refreshing change.  There will no more seats of power calling all the 
shots.  No one will be above the law in this government.  And this judge cannot 
be bought. 
Now what will be the result of this kind of governing? 
Finally, peace and safety.  That which we so wish for on this earth will finally 
happen.  But notice that it will not happen under any human form of government.  
This peace and safety never arrives as a result of an idea in the minds of humans.  
We do not have the capacity to create such a thing as long as sin reigns in this 
planet.  But under King Jesus we will finally taste what this world longs for.   
They shall beat their swords into plowshares, And their spears into pruning 
hooks; Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, Neither shall they learn war 
anymore. 
Can you imagine this? 
Can you imagine if the US no longer had to sink a single dollar into defending 
itself?  Can you imagine if we could disarm every bomb?  There would be no more 
threat from outside.  And I am guessing even internal police forces would change 
dramatically.  Is this the period of time where Christians will actually reign?  
Maybe?  Who knows?  Maybe it is us who will see to it that Christ’s reign is 
actually carried out everywhere on the globe all the time?  Maybe this is the time 
where scripture says that Christians will be judges and rulers. 
Whatever the case it is not human potential that will create this utopia.  It will be 
the person of Jesus Christ.  And it will not be based on humans arising to such a 
level.  It will be only due to absolute justice being carried out swiftly on the 
devastating influence of sin.  Humankind would never pick this absolute 
dictatorship of God over us.  We hate even the idea of it by nature.  But that is the 
answer we long for, none the less. 
Finally there will be peace on earth.  Finally we will have something much more 
like the Garden of Eden.  But we have to keep in mind… sin still exists.  And as 
long as that is the case, nothing is completely safe.  There is still convicting going 
on.  So that means that there are still things needing prosecuted. 
So Isaiah tells his audience of this amazing world that is coming in the future.  
They probably think it will happen at the Messiah’s first coming.  We know that 
this didn’t happen then.  But it will. 
Hosea also repeated what Isaiah said, almost word for word. 
Micah 4:1-4  
1  Now it shall come to pass in the latter days That the mountain of the LORD'S 
house Shall be established on the top of the mountains, And shall be exalted 
above the hills; And peoples shall flow to it. 2  Many nations shall come and say, 
"Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, To the house of the God 



of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, And we shall walk in His paths." For out of 
Zion the law shall go forth, And the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 3  He shall 
judge between many peoples, And rebuke strong nations afar off; They shall 
beat their swords into plowshares, And their spears into pruning hooks; Nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation, Neither shall they learn war anymore. 
4  But everyone shall sit under his vine and under his fig tree, And no one shall 
make them afraid; For the mouth of the LORD of hosts has spoken.  
Now Isaiah appeals to His audience.  After talking about this amazing reality that 
will happen during the Lord’s reign Isaiah appeals to them. 
 
 
5  O house of Jacob, come and let us walk In the light of the LORD. 
Look at what the Psalm says about this situation.  It is a situation similar to what 
Isaiah is calling Judea to. 
Psalm 89:13-17  
13  You have a mighty arm; Strong is Your hand, and high is Your right hand. 
14  Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; Mercy and truth 
go before Your face. 15  Blessed are the people who know the joyful sound! They 
walk, O LORD, in the light of Your countenance. 16  In Your name they rejoice all 
day long, And in Your righteousness they are exalted. 17  For You are the glory of 
their strength, And in Your favor our horn is exalted.  
Isaiah called people to walk in the light of the Lord.  David said that the people 
who are blessed know the joyful sound and walk in the light of your countenance.  
In other words the light of God’s face lights them up. 
1 John 1:6-7  
6  If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and 
do not practice the truth. 7  But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we 
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses 
us from all sin. 
We cannot enjoy our eternal bliss right now.  We cannot be in this wonderful time 
that Isaiah describes yet, where Christ is the reigning king in a way that everyone 
is forced to obey. 
But we can enjoy His fellowship now.  We can walk in His light.  We can respond 
to the truth He shines in this world.  We can see the world as He describes it.  We 
can respond in this world as He commands it.  We have the advantage of His 
perspective when the world around us walks through life thinking that they see 
but being completely blind.  They have no light except for the light of God that we 
reflect. 
Isaiah is calling this rebellious people into fellowship with God.  But there is a 
problem.  Jesus told us about it.  People love darkness more than light in their 



natural state.  In fact they hate the light.  Christ was the light and they killed Him.  
Our world, apart from God’s work in their hearts, does not love light.  They don’t 
run to the light.  They hate it.  They do not want to be told the truth about their 
soul’s condition.  So what it takes is a miracle for anyone to want to come to 
Christ.  Isaiah is calling out to this rebellious nation.  But what He needs is for God 
to do a miracle in His audience.  He needs God to soften their souls. 
Isaiah is holding out to them the only hope they have.  He is holding out to them 
to join the wonderful kingdom that is coming.  But they won’t.  And it is their 
fault. 
 
Now, let’s circle around to where we started. 
Isn’t it amazing the world that God will oversee?  And this isn’t even the final 
state of things.  I believe it is a transition between now and later.   
But just think how much better it will be, even then, when God is the Judge and 
the King.  Think how wonderful it will be when we can finally trust Government to 
look out after both God’s interests and the people’s interests. 
That is what we are headed for. 
So, back to the starting point.  What are you and I hoping in right now?  We can 
usually tell by our disappointments.  What is it that we are hoping to bring us all 
the things we want and think we need? 
I’d like to read a quote a quote from CS Lewis. 
"Relocate your happiness in the future, in a world that doesn't exist yet except 
in the promise of God. If you do that, you won't be devastated when the idols of 
human pride are trashed, as they will be. In God you can possess both the 
present and the future." Here are the terms: "Aim at heaven and you will get 
earth ‘thrown in'; aim at earth and you will get neither."  CS Lewis 
Preaching the Word - Preaching the Word – Isaiah: God Saves Sinners. 
Some day there will be a government we can trust under the dictatorship of 
Christ.  We will not have that today.  So we shouldn’t expect it now.  One day the 
lion will lie down with the lamb.  We will not have that today.  So we shouldn’t 
expect it now.  One day there will be absolute justice for all.  We will not have 
that today.  So we shouldn’t expect it now.   
What we have now is a hope- an earnest expectation that what God has for us is 
better than anything that a faithful life costs us.  Since Christ is going to prepare a 
place for us, it will be better than any place we could get any other way.  It is 
worth the wait.  It is worth the price. 
If you are absorbed with your current circumstance and it is causing you to be 
despondent, the problem is that you are focused on the wrong life.  We have a 
hope.  And because we have such a hope, we are told to forcibly change what we 
think about. 



Colossians 3:1-2  
1  If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where 
Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2  Set your mind on things above, not 
on things on the earth.  
 


