
Lesson 8: The Cold War 

Introduction 
 Each generation needs education for cultural memory. 
 Young people are losing those who remember the Nazis or the Russian communists. 
  Please know that communists are atheistic revolutionaries in their very creed. 
  Christ Jesus is sovereign—we must not fear men, but we must also beware of men (Mt. 10:17, 26, 28, 31). 
 
Definition 
 Cold War – extended hostility between two nations without direct, open fighting 
 During the 1950s, 60s, 70s, and 80s, the Soviet Union and America has missiles pointed at each other. 
  25,000 nuclear weapons – a stalemate 
  Troops stationed in Western Germany and indirect skirmishes around the globe 
 Summary: War between communism (mainly in the East) and the free world (mainly in the West) 
 
Stages of Political Communism 
 
First – Communist Russia 
 After the writings of Karl Marx, where would communism (an int’l movement) first take root? 
 Bolshevik Revolution (Oct. 1917, during WWI) – “Red October” 
  United Soviet Socialist Republic (USSR) 
 Leaders: Vladimir Lenin  Josef Stalin (ousted Leon Trotsky) – 30 years of bloodshed 
 Collectivism – the individual is valued only as long as he contributed to the Group (as determined by leaders). 
  Five-year plan, gulags, collectivist farms, etc. 
 
Second – The Iron Curtain (coined by Winston Churchill) 
 After WWII, the Soviets did not leave Western Europe: e.g. East Germany and East Berlin. 
 Many eastern European nations became communist: Poland, Hungary, Bulgaria, Romania, etc. 
 Then the nuclear race began: 
  Manhattan Project traitor: Klaus Fuchs – gave information to the Soviets 
  Atomic bombs  Hydrogen bombs (e.g. Tsar Bomba, 1961) 
  Nuclear testing banned, but missile technology continued with… 
 The space race begins with the Russian satellite Sputnik (1957) 
  USA – astronauts: Mercury, Gemini, Apollo – first man on the moon with Apollo 11 (1969) 
  USSR – cosmonauts: longevity in orbit 
 Crisis: Cuban Missile Crisis (early 1960s) and Nikita Khrushchev’s shoe 
 
Third – The Bamboo Curtain 
 North vs. South Korea – fought in early 1950s, ended in a tie 
  North Korea: the most persecuting nation in the world (persecuting Christians) 
  South Korea: the most Christian nation in Asia 
 Southeast Asia: Vietnam War (lost), Cambodia (Khmer Rouge holocaust), and Burma, now Myanmar (Karens) 
 China: politically still communist (persecutes Christians), but economically trades with the free world 
  Sad – USA trades openly with China despite human rights violations—strange bedfellows again! 
  Glad – communism used by God to erase a pagan cultural memory—Christianity flourishes (Gen. 50:20). 
 
Fourth – Fall of the Berlin Wall (1989) 
 The communists put up the Berlin Wall in the early 1960s. 
 Most nations build a wall to keep invaders out—what does it say of your politics, if you must keep people in? 
 Under Glasnost (Michael Gorbachev), Ronald Reagan urged the wall to come down. 
 End of official communism in Russia (around 1990), but still latent (Vladimir Putin—KGB, dictator). 
  
Conclusion 
 Beware of the revolutionaries who talk of building a utopia, once the current culture is destroyed. 
 Although capitalism has its faults, communism is worse, and no nation nor economic system is sinless. 
 “We are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells” (2 Peter 3:13). 


