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“Abram’s Revelation of El Shaddai” 

      This week’s lesson as with all of our lessons deals with the Sovereignty of God, as Abram 
receives the revelation of God as El Shaddai in Genesis chapter seventeen. This evening we will be 
dealing with only half of this chapter; from verses one through fourteen, which is broken down into 
four sections. 
 

1. The Revelation of God as El Shaddai: Genesis 17:1-3 
2. The Name Change: Genesis 17:4-5 
3. The Abrahamic Covenant Confirmed: Genesis 17:6-8 
4. The Act of Circumcision Established: Genesis 17:9-14 

 
 At least seven times in this chapter God refers to this everlasting promise called the Abrahamic 
Covenant, as “My Covenant.” It is always between Me and thee and not thee and me, or you and I. 
It is God and God alone that determines the parties of the covenant as well as the promises and 
possessions that accompanies it. 
 
     The LORD God will now, forever and always keep His word. He will fulfill His promises to those 
He has called even when His people falter, fail and do foolish things.  
 
     John Phillips states; “No failure on Abram’s part, no flaws, no forgetfulness on the part of his 
posterity can annul the decrees. As God is God, so the covenant must stand” (page 144).  
 
     God’s people may fail and forget. We always demonstrate the flaws of the flesh. But the LORD’s 
chosen, called people will never be forsaken by God. 
 
     Simon Peter writes in his first epistle of chapter two that – ye are a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of Him who hath 
called you out of darkness into His marvelous light. 
 
     We know that our God is faithful, Holy and just. He will fulfill all that He has said in His Word: 
 
Malachi 3:6 
 
6 For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed. 
 
     Let us now dig into our text this evening to take a closer look and our Holy God and His 
Sovereignty as the Almighty God “El Shaddai.” 
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1. The Revelation of God as El Shaddai: Genesis 17:1-3 
 
Genesis 17:1 

1 And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I 
am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect. 

     We see from the last verse in chapter sixteen that Abram was eighty-six years old. Now in 
Genesis chapter seventeen Abram is ninety-nine and the LORD appeared to Abram.  

     It is a fact to say that thirteen years had passed since the birth of Ishmael. There is no record of 
any communication between God and Abram for thirteen years, which tells us that Abram had been 
living in the shadow of his failure for all these years and he has been in somewhat of a spiritual 
drought. 
 
     But the LORD appears unto him; a visible appearance of the LORD, to reveal His plan to fulfill His 
promise of the son and the seed through His Sovereignty. God appears and says to him; “I am the 
Almighty God.” 
 
     This term “Almighty God” in the Hebrew is El Shaddai. As Dr. C. I. Scofield writes in his reference 
notes of the Scofield Reference Bible: 
 

“The etymological signification of Almighty God (El Shaddai) is both interesting and 
touching. God (El) signifies the “Strong One.” The qualifying word Shaddai is formed from the 
Hebrew word “Shad,” the breast, invariably used in Scripture for a woman’s breast.  

 
Shaddai therefore means primarily “the breasted.” God is “Shaddai,” meaning He is the 

Nourisher, the Strength-giver, the Satisfier, the one who pours Himself into believing lives.” 
 
     We see as in the life of an infant child, they are strengthened and nourished from their life givers 
breast, “their mother.” They are as well satisfied, quieted and rested; this is so the case with God 
Almighty “El Shaddai” with His children, He is the life giver, the strength giver and the satisfier of 
His people. 
 
     In the last part of this verse we see how that God charges Abram with two commandments: To 
walk before me, and be thou perfect. When God charges Abram to walk before Him, the LORD is 
meaning in the sense that Abram has been out of sight but that Abram is to walk with a constant 
awareness that El Shaddai is over watching. He also charges Abram to be thou perfect, not in the 
sense of perfect as we think, but blameless not through and by his own righteousness but always 
faithfully trusting in El Shaddai and His Righteousness as the Life-giver, the Strength-giver and the 
Satisfier. 
 
Genesis 17:2-3 

2 And I will make my covenant between me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly. 

3 And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him, saying, 
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     Abram had really messed things up in the sense where he and his wife tried to rush into reality 
the promises of God. It is here that Almighty God, El Shaddai wants to encourage Abram and let him 
know that even though he had made mistakes in his spiritual life God fully intended to fulfill His 
promises of His Covenant. 

     God is in a sense saying to Abram that; “Abram even your failures cannot stop the covenant I 
have made with you. This is my legal promise to you.”  

     Did you know at the moment of salvation God entered into a legal pact with you? 

Hebrews 13:20  

20 Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the 
sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 

2. The Name Change: Genesis 17:4-5 

Genesis 17:4 

4 As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many nations. 

     Abram would be the father of many nations. We already have one, a young thirteen year old boy 
named Ishmael making Abram the father of the Ishmaelites (Genesis 25:12). 

     Abram would also be the father of the Midianites (Genesis 25:1-2); and the father of the 
Edomites (Genesis 25:19, 25 – Genesis 36:31). 

     But it is here that God is about to confirm the promised son and heir; and we will even see later 
on in the chapter God gives the son a name; Isaac. But in making this promise God also changes 
Abram’s name. 

Genesis 17:5-6 

5 Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of 
many nations have I made thee. 

3. The Abrahamic Covenant Confirmed: Genesis 17:6-8 

6 And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of 
thee. 

     The name “Abram” comes from two Hebrew words - “ab” meaning father and “ram” meaning 
exalted.  

     So the name Abram means “exalted father.” The word or name “ham” comes from a Hebrew word 
“hamon” which means multitude. By God changing Abram’s name to Abraham, the name means: 
“exalted father of the multitude or exalted father of the nations.” 
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Genesis 17:7 

7 And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for 
an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. 

     This covenant was an unconditional, yet everlasting covenant.  

Genesis 17:8 

8 And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land 
of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God. 

     Abraham was a stranger in a land that was his because of promises of God because this land was 
already occupied. Yet God said in His Word that this land will belong to Abraham and his seed as an 
everlasting possession. 

4. The Act of Circumcision Established: Genesis 17:9-14 

Genesis 17:9-11 

9 And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my covenant therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee in 
their generations. 

10 This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and you and thy seed after thee; Every man 
child among you shall be circumcised. 

11 And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a token of the covenant betwixt me 
and you. 

     In these verses, God gives Abraham a demand which he is to “keep.” This word “keep” which 
shows up in verses nine and ten meaning that God expected Abraham to keep, preserve, observe 
and honor this demand of circumcision. We learn from verse 11 that this was a sign of the legal, 
covenantal pact that God had made with Abraham.  

     The word “circumcision,” which is obviously a key word of the text showing up six times in six 
verses, is one that literally means to cut off the front part (Gesenius, p. 456). Although circumcision 
was practiced in other places at the time of Abraham, the specific Abrahamic and theological 
connection originated from God. 

Genesis 17:12 

12 And he that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every man child in your generations, 
he that is born in the house, or bought with money of any stranger, which is not of thy seed. 

     God orders Abraham here, that every male child that is born, bought or brought into thy house; 
all males, whether free or bond will be circumcised. Those that are born within, this will be done on 
the eighth day. 
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     God’s plan is perfect, before the medical advances and medication. God knew the best time for 
this procedure to take place, day eight. God specifically directed Abraham to circumcise the males 
born on the eighth day. But why day eight? 

     It has to do with the vitamin K in the blood that helps prevent hemorrhaging. In the case with the 
new born male his body does not start producing this vitamin until day five and after day seven it is 
at its peak levels which make it the ideal day for any type of surgical procedure to be conducted. 
(Notes taken from Apologetics Press and S.I. McMillen, M.D. None of These Diseases). 

Genesis 17:13-14 

13 He that is born in thy house, and he that is bought with thy money, must needs be circumcised: and 
my covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant. 

14 And the uncircumcised man child whose flesh of his foreskin is not circumcised, that soul shall be cut 
off from his people; he hath broken my covenant. 

     God viewed this act of circumcision as a very serious matter. One who would not become 
circumcised, whether bond man or free would be cut off from Abraham’s family. This cutting off 
would not allow for a relationship with God and His lineage of people. 

     Once the Law was fulfilled the physical circumcision is not required for a right relationship with 
God; but one must have a spiritual circumcision of the heart made without hands. 

     This comes by the will of God by faith in the LORD Jesus Christ. Once you have had this spiritual 
circumcision of the heart, one will have the desire to circumcise one’s life by obeying God’s Word as 
one waits for God to fulfill His plan, purpose and will for your life. 

 


