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REALITY
In 2015, there were estimated 140 million orphans under age 18 
that lost one or both parents, and over 15 million lost both 
parents. 

Asia is home to 61 million orphans. 

Approximately 400,000 orphans in the United States living in 
the foster care system and one-third are eligible for adoption. In 
2013, CA and TX had the most. 

In 2012, U.S. families took part in 7,000 int’l adoptions. 

About 95% of orphans over the age of 5. 

Job 14:1 Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of 
trouble.  [but God brings purpose from the pain]



PERSPECTIVE
Ephesians 4:23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind. 

Cultural mindset about adoption has changed over time. 

We need a Biblical worldview in general, and that includes 
how we think about adopting children. 

To do that we need to answer key questions 

What is God’s heart for orphans? 

Does God orchestrate and bless adoptions? 

What can I do?



GOD’S HEART
Exodus 22:22 Ye shall not afflict any widow, or fatherless 
child. 

Deuteronomy 10:17 For the LORD your God is God of 
gods, and Lord of lords, a great God, a mighty, and a 
terrible, which regardeth not persons, nor taketh reward: 
18 He doth execute the judgment of the fatherless and 
widow, and loveth the stranger, in giving him food and 
raiment. 

Deuteronomy 24:17 Thou shalt not pervert the judgment 
of the stranger, nor of the fatherless; nor take a widow’s 
raiment to pledge:



GOD’S HEART
Psalm 68:4 Sing unto God, sing praises to his name: extol 
him that rideth upon the heavens by his name JAH, and 
rejoice before him. 5 A father of the fatherless, and a 
judge of the widows, is God in his holy habitation. 

Isaiah 1:16 Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of 
your doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil; 17 
Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, 
judge the fatherless, plead for the widow.



GOD’S HEART
Zechariah 7:9 Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, 
Execute true judgment, and shew mercy and 
compassions every man to his brother: 10 And oppress 
not the widow, nor the fatherless, the stranger, nor the 
poor; and let none of you imagine evil against his brother 
in your heart. 

James 1:27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and 
the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in 
their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the 
world.



PORTRAITS OF ADOPTION:  MOSES

Exodus 2:10 - And the child grew, and she brought him 
unto Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. And 
she called his name Moses: and she said, Because I drew 
him out of the water.  (see Exodus 2:1-10) 

Observations about Moses’ adoption 

God approves of adoption. 

The adoption of Moses was an interracial adoption. 

The adoption of Moses was by a complete stranger and 
not a family member.



PORTRAITS OF ADOPTION:  MOSES

The adoption of Moses was not because of the death or 
incapacity of his parents, nor was it because they were 
unwilling or unable to care for him, but instead, it was to 
protect him. 

Moses’ adoptive mother was motivated by compassion 
and love. 

There is no indication in the Bible that Moses was treated 
differently because of his status as an adopted child of 
Pharaoh’s daughter.



PORTRAITS OF ADOPTION: ESTHER

Esther 4:4 …and who know ether whether thou [Esther] 
art come to the kingdom for such a time as this? (see 
Esther 2:5-7) 

Observations about Esther’s adoption 

This was a family adoption. 

It was a successful adoption.  

Esther was used of God in a tremendous way.



OTHER BIBLE ADOPTIONS
Jacob adopted Joseph’s sons Ephraim and Manasseh 
(Genesis 48:5-6) 

The prophet Samuel adopted by Eli the priest (1 Samuel 
1:27-28) 

Joseph adopts Jesus 

Romans 8:22 For we know that the whole creation groaneth 
and travaileth in pain together until now. 23 And not only 
they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the 
Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting 
for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.



WHAT CAN I DO?
Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them. 

What can I do? 

James 2:14 What doth it profit, my brethren, though a 
man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save 
him? 15  If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of 
daily food, 15 And one of you say unto them, Depart in 
peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give 
them not those things which are needful to the body; 
what doth it profit?



WHAT CAN I DO?
Christians need to step up to the plate. 

Not everyone is in a position to adopt but many are and will 
never give it serious consideration. 

Reasons — not enough money, too young, too old, too 
busy, too inconvenient 

If you cannot adopt what can you do?  

Financially support those who can adopt 

Directly support the fatherless 

Christians should be lined up to help orphans.



MORE PERSPECTIVE
Psalm 127:3 Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: and 
the fruit of the womb is his reward. 4 As arrows are in the 
hand of a mighty man; so are children of the youth. 5 
Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them: they 
shall not be ashamed, but they shall speak with the 
enemies in the gate. 

Worldy Perspective: I am going to bless an orphan by 
contributing my time and resources to adopting and 
raising that child.   

God’s Perspective: I am going to bless this couple (this 
person) by placing this orphan in their care as their child.



MORE PERSPECTIVE
Psalm 139:14 I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made: marvellous are thy works; and that my 
soul knoweth right well. 

Which children is God speaking of? 

The healthy ones? 

The ones born to U.S. citizens in the U.S.? 

What about the children with special needs? 

What about the children that do not have the same skin 
color as you?



SPECIAL NEEDS
All children have “special needs” 

But some needs require more resources and place more 
demands on parents than others 

There may be physical needs 

Adopted children may have emotional needs that 
biological children are unlikely to have 

Older adopted children may have emotional problems 

Sometimes adoptions fail, but even then God may bring 
purpose from the pain



SHOULD YOU ADOPT?
NOT EVERYONE SHOULD, but even if you cannot adopt YOU 
CAN HELP 

Do you have the means to adopt? 

Pray, pray, pray 

Do the research, including meeting or talking with people that 
have adopted and especially for special needs meet or talk 
with others that have raised children with those needs  

Where appropriate consult professionals 

Has to be a commitment by both parents 

Be realistic but not a consumer



FINAL REMARKS
We need a Biblical worldview in general, and that 
includes how we think about adopting children. 

To do that we need to answer key questions 

What is God’s heart for orphans? 

Does God orchestrate and bless adoptions? 

What can I do?


