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KJV – Genesis 19:1-17 

 

“Escape for Thy Life” 

      In the part lesson of Genesis 18, Abraham was in the plains of Mamre as he sat in the tent door 
during the heat of the day. He lifted up his eyes and looked and saw three men and he ran to meet 
them. Then in Genesis 18:22 two of these men turned their faces from thence, and went toward 
Sodom: but Abraham stood yet before the LORD. The dialogue goes on for eleven more verses to 
close out chapter eighteen and brings us to our text this evening. The great escape from the city 
with the angelic escort. 
 
     But please notice the difference between Genesis 18 and 19. The LORD is absent, the LORD did 
not go to Sodom but He stayed with Abraham and sent these two angels. It appears as though the 
holiness of God gives Him no desire to personally set foot in Sodom, choosing rather to stay with 
His “friend” Abraham.  
 
Genesis 19:1 

1 And there came two angels to Sodom at even; and Lot sat in the gate of Sodom: and Lot seeing them 
rose up to meet them; and he bowed himself with his face toward the ground; 

These angels in Genesis 18:12 had arrived at Abraham’s tent “in the heat of the day” which is mid-
afternoon. They later departed and arrived in Sodom “in the evening” which means they walked 
that afternoon 20-25 miles in rough, rugged, mountainous terrain, which means they have been 
walking between 6-8 hours, but then again we are talking about Angels. 

     When they arrived at Sodom, who did they find sitting at the gate of the city? They found Lot, a 
great man in Sodom, accepted by the community and appointed to sit at the gate of the city. 

Genesis 19:2-3 

2 And he said, Behold now, my lords, turn in, I pray you, into your servant's house, and tarry all night, 
and wash your feet, and ye shall rise up early, and go on your ways. And they said, Nay; but we will 
abide in the street all night. 

3 And he pressed upon them greatly; and they turned in unto him, and entered into his house; and he 
made them a feast, and did bake unleavened bread, and they did eat. 

     Notice the differences between Abraham and Lot’s responses to their guest. Look at all the 
hurriedness of Abraham in the previous chapter in dealing with his guest, and yet Lot lacked this 
same degree of urgency with his offer of hospitality. Yes! Lot extends the normative courtesy as was  
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expected in those days, but not in the same manner as his uncle. However at least he did have the 
presence of mind to bake unleavened bread for his unleavened guest. 

Genesis 19:4-5 

4 But before they lay down, the men of the city, even the men of Sodom, compassed the house round, 
both old and young, all the people from every quarter: 

5 And they called unto Lot, and said unto him, Where are the men which came in to thee this night? 
bring them out unto us, that we may know them. 

     The abomination of Sodom immediately manifested itself by its citizens who had compassed the 
house roundabout and called out to Lot. Dr. Davis in the commentary Genesis; page 201, states “this 
is a scene of incredible depravity.” This is one of the most godless scenes in all of the Bible. 
Homosexuality had reached such a godless level that when these two men (actually angels) had 
come into the town under the house, care and protection of Lot all the men, people from every 
quarter both young and old came to Lot’s house to deliver their demands. 

     Where are the men which came in to thee this night? bring them out unto us, that we may know 
them. 

     People say that this act is ok, and times have changed over the years. But let’s remember this one 
thing before we dig any deeper into this subject: God loves the sinner, but He hates the sin. So 
therefore God loves the homosexual, He just hates this wicked and vile sin. And regardless of what 
you have been told, sin is not sin, there are different levels and categories of sin and homosexuality 
is one of the vilest sins in the sin categorization. 

1. It is a sexual sin, which puts it in a very severe category: I Corinthians 6:18 - Flee 
fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that committeth 
fornication sinneth against his own body. 
 

2. It is a sin that God classifies as an abominable sin on the same level as bestiality and incest: 
Leviticus 18:22-23 - Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it is abomination. 
Neither shalt thou lie with any beast to defile thyself therewith: neither shall any woman 
stand before a beast to lie down thereto: it is confusion. 

 
3. It is a vile sin that brings the wrath and judgment of God: Genesis 19. 

 
4. It is a sin that brings the abandonment of God: Romans 1:25-29 – 25 Who changed the truth 

of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is 
blessed for ever. Amen. 

 
26 For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the 
natural use into that which is against nature: 

 
27 And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one 
toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves 
that recompence of their error which was meet. 
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28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a 
reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; 
 
29 Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; 
full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 

 
5. It is a sin that will be prominent during the Great Tribulation when the Holy Spirit’s 

restraining force has been removed: Luke 17:28-30 - Likewise also as it was in the days of 
Lot; they did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded; But the 
same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and 
destroyed them all. Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed. 
 

6. It is a sin that will be accepted and widely practiced by the leaders during the Great 
Tribulation: Daniel 11:36-37 - And the king shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt 
himself, and magnify himself above every god, and shall speak marvellous things against the 
God of gods, and shall prosper till the indignation be accomplished: for that that is 
determined shall be done. Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of 
women, nor regard any god: for he shall magnify himself above all. 

Genesis 19:6-8 

6 And Lot went out at the door unto them, and shut the door after him, 

7 And said, I pray you, brethren, do not so wickedly. 

8 Behold now, I have two daughters which have not known man; let me, I pray you, bring them out 
unto you, and do ye to them as is good in your eyes: only unto these men do nothing; for therefore 
came they under the shadow of my roof. 

     The inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah have learned nothing from God’s intervention on the 
earth during the days of Noah, when God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and 
that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. This society had become 
so wicked, vile and evil that Lot is left trying to negotiate an avoidance of the sin of homosexuality 
which the men that are now under the protection of his own roof. He will try to avoid the sin of 
homosexuality by promoting the sin of rape of his two virgin daughters. 

Genesis 19:9 

9 And they said, Stand back. And they said again, This one fellow came in to sojourn, and he will needs 
be a judge: now will we deal worse with thee, than with them. And they pressed sore upon the man, 
even Lot, and came near to break the door. 

     The hardness of their hearts and their depraved nature becomes evident when they ridicule Lot 
and reject his offer, intending to harm him also if he did not cooperate with them in the fulfillment 
of their sinful lusts. This depraved culture and society was in such a state that even any talk of doing 
the right thing led the majority into a riot. 
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Genesis 19:10-11 

10 But the men put forth their hand, and pulled Lot into the house to them, and shut to the door. 

11 And they smote the men that were at the door of the house with blindness, both small and great: so 
that they wearied themselves to find the door. 

     The men put forth their hand and pulled Lot into the house and shut the door. The men are these 
angels, rescuing Lot from this band of wicked vile men that had their minds set upon a sinful act.  

     Then these angels smote the men at the door with blindness, both small and great. It took this 
blinding act to stop this event because as Dr. Phillips states in his commentary of Exploring Genesis, 
page 161; “these people of Sodom did not view their behavior as criminal, but as constitutional.” 

     Why would a society take sin, something that is wrong and criminal, and think it’s constitutional 
or their right? 

     Because over a period of time it had been accepted and made part of this culture and now it was 
looked upon not as criminal but constitutional.  Homosexuality is a wicked and vile sin that is 
currently being flaunted and promoted within this great nation as we speak. Something that is 
wrong, wicked, vile and yes unnatural is being slowing integrated into the culture and the society 
and being turned from criminal into constitutional.  

      Truly if God does not punish America and the world, He will have to apologize to Sodom and 
Gomorrah” (Exploring Genesis, p. 158). 

Genesis 19:12-13 

12 And the men said unto Lot, Hast thou here any besides? son in law, and thy sons, and thy daughters, 
and whatsoever thou hast in the city, bring them out of this place: 

13 For we will destroy this place, because the cry of them is waxen great before the face of the LORD; 
and the LORD hath sent us to destroy it. 

     The final agreement for the righteous souls found in the city was made between God and 
Abraham and settled on as ten. Would there be ten found with practical righteousness? Was Lot 
doing what he should have been doing? 

Possible Righteous Souls that could have spared the city if Lot would have been practicing 
righteousness: 

 Lot, Lot’s wife and two virgin daughters, [under his own roof] verse 19  = 4                           
 Sons-in-law, at least two [inside the city] verses 12 & 14   = 2  
 Lot’s daughters of the sons-in-law at least two [inside the city]verses 12 & 14 = 2  
 And thy Sons, this means two or more, [inside the city] verse 12  = 2   
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     We see here that Lot had a large family and if he had been practicing practical righteousness he 
could have met the demand for ten righteous souls. 

Genesis 19:14                           

14 And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons in law, which married his daughters, and said, Up, get you 
out of this place; for the LORD will destroy this city. But he seemed as one that mocked unto his sons in 
law. 

     Lot is no hero in this story, we see as he beckoned his family he is a failed father. His received 
response was not one of “Yes father, let’s leave at once.” But the response which he received was as 
one that mocked unto his sons in law. 

Genesis 19:15 

15 And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy wife, and thy two 
daughters, which are here; lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of the city. 

     The next morning the final warning is given to escape from the city. The angels hastened Lot and 
his household because they hesitated with this final warning. They delayed and refused to leave 
instantly. 

Genesis 19:16 

16 And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon the 
hand of his two daughters; the LORD being merciful unto him: and they brought him forth, and set him 
without the city. 

     Two angels, four hands, laid hold upon four people while he lingered and brought them out of the 
city. Why did it take such an act to make this positionally righteous and just man to obey?  

     Because of the lack of practical righteousness in his life, his backslidden, cold and indifferent 
state with God cause by his communion with Sodom and lack of communion with Sovereignty. This 
delay and hesitation on Lot’s part just showed how much he had allowed Sodom to become a part of 
his life.  

Genesis 19:17 

17 And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he said, Escape for thy life; look 
not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed. 

     They were lead out to safety, and given instructions to Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, 
neither stay thou in all the plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed. 

 


