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 Introduction: 
 
Most everyone I meet is assured that he knows Christ. They have been led 
down the Romans Road to salvation. They have been told that Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God, that he died upon the cross for their sins, and that he rose 
from the dead the third day. Then, they were told that if they would repeat 
what someone called “the sinner’s prayer” they would be saved. They did 
as they were told; and they are sure that they know the Christ of God. 
 
Have I described you? Is that your experience? If so, I have shocking news 
for you. If you will turn with me to John chapter 1, you will find there a 
man who knew the Lord Jesus intimately as a man, his cousin, but declares 
twice, “I knew him not.” That man was John the Baptist. 
 

(John 1:29-34)  “The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, 
and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world. (30) This is he of whom I said, After me cometh a man which 
is preferred before me: for he was before me. (31) And I knew him 
not: but that he should be made manifest to Israel, therefore am I 
come baptizing with water. (32) And John bare record, saying, I saw 
the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon 
him. (33) And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with 
water, the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit 
descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth 
with the Holy Ghost. (34) And I saw, and bare record that this is the 
Son of God.” 

 
We know that John the Baptist knew Christ, he was John’s cousin. John’s 
comments to the Savior in Matthew 3:14 make it clear that he did know the 
man Christ Jesus, and knew him as a man of honorable character, whom he 
highly esteemed and recognized as the Christ. 
 

(Matthew 3:13-14)  “Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto 
John, to be baptized of him. (14) But John forbad him, saying, I 
have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?” 
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Yet, twice he said (v. 31 and v. 33), “I knew him not.” What do you suppose 
that means? What is the significance of that statement? That is the question 
I want to answer in this message. — What did John mean when he said, “I 
knew him not”? The title of my message is taken from that statement by 
John the Baptist, — “I KNEW HIM NOT.” I want us take a careful look at 
this passage together. 
 
JOHN’S MESSAGE 
 
In this passage, the apostle John is giving us his inspired account of the 
ministry of John the Baptist. The Baptist’s message was the proclamation 
of God’s Christ. He was sent as Elijah, to prepare the way of the Lord. The 
first thing John the apostle tells us about that great prophet is that he 
was “a man sent from God.” — “There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John” (v. 6). The only man who can preach the gospel to us is 
that man who is sent of God with his message (Jeremiah 23:32; Romans 
10:15). 
 

(Jeremiah 23:32)  "Behold, I am against them that prophesy false 
dreams, saith the LORD, and do tell them, and cause my people to 
err by their lies, and by their lightness; yet I sent them not, nor 
commanded them: therefore they shall not profit this people at all, 
saith the LORD." 
 
(Romans 10:15)  "And how shall they preach, except they be sent? 
as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the 
gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!" 

 
What reason we have to bless God for his goodness in sending a man to 
tell us about our Savior, the Lord Jesus, proclaiming his great salvation 
(Isaiah 52:7). John the Baptist was sent “to bear witness of the Light” (v. 
7). 
 

(John 1:7)  “The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the 
Light, that all men through him might believe.” 

 
Being a prophet of God, he had only one purpose in life, one function, 
one work to do, and was useful for only that one thing. — He came “to 
bear witness of the Light,” to point sinners to Christ, who alone is the Light 
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of the world. And he would not be turned aside from that one glorious 
work. It consumed his life. What a witness he bore of the Light! 
 
• He declared Christ as the shining Light of the world (v. 5). — “God 

is Light, and in him is no darkness at all” (1 John 1:5). 
• John the Baptist proclaimed that all the fulness of grace is in Christ 

alone (v. 16). 
• Then John asserted that all grace and truth come to men only in, by, 

and through the Lord Jesus Christ (v. 17). 
• In verse 18, the apostle tells us that John the Baptist openly asserted that 

Christ, who is alone the Revelation of the triune God, is the eternal 
Word with God in heaven, even when he was here upon the earth. 

• And John declared Christ’s pre-eminence and pre-existence as our 
eternal Savior (v. 30). 

 
Now, look at verse 29. Here is John’s message. 
 

(John 1:29)  “The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and 
saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world.” 

 
John the Baptist saw the Lord Jesus walking by. When he did, he called for 
all who heard his voice to behold him, trust him and follow him, who is the 
Lamb of God. Our Lord Jesus Christ is “the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world” (Revelation 13:8). Scripture is filled with pictures, 
prophecies and descriptions of Christ as the Lamb of God (Exodus 12; 
Leviticus 9:3; Isaiah 53:7; Revelation 5:6). He is the Lamb who is God 
and the Lamb of God’s own providing (Romans 3:25). — God always 
gives what he requires, requires only what he gives, and always accepts 
what he gives. 
 
John the Baptist declared that this Lamb, by the virtue of his sacrifice 
“taketh away the sin of the world.” That is to say, he is taking away the sin 
of the world perpetually, now and forever, by an eternally perpetual and 
effectual act. As the sun shines and the spring runs without interruption, so 
Christ takes away the sin of his people scattered through all the world 
perpetually! Let that be the perpetual picture we have of him! As we 
multiply sins, he multiplies pardons (Zechariah 13:1; Isaiah 55:7). 
 

(Isaiah 55:7)  “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous 
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man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and he will 
have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon.” 
 
(Zechariah 13:1)  “In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the 
house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for 
uncleanness.” 

 
All this, John the Baptist preached, and I preach to you today, “that all men 
through him might believe” (v. 7). Gospel preachers are men sent of God, 
preaching the grace and glory of God in Christ the Redeemer, as 
instruments by whom others believe. — “Faith comes by hearing, and 
hearing by the Word of God.” In verse 30 John again declares the 
supremacy and glory of Christ. 
 

(John 1:30)  “This is he of whom I said, After me cometh a man 
which is preferred before me: for he was before me.” 

 
All this was done and all these things were spoken, after he had baptized the 
Lord Jesus. 
 
“KNEW HIM NOT” 
 
Then, in verse 31, he throws us this curve. — “And I knew him not.” He 
repeats the same words in verse 33. — “And I knew him not.” 
 

(John 1:31-33)  “And I knew him not: but that he should be made 
manifest to Israel, therefore am I come baptizing with water. (32) 
And John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit descending from 
heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him. (33) And I knew him 
not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto 
me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining 
on him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.” 

 
This is John the Baptist’s recollection of meeting Christ in the flesh. 
When he said, “I knew him not,” he was not saying I had not yet met 
him in person. John the Baptist was not only God’s prophet, he was the 
Savior’s cousin. He had been brought up with him. His mother, Elizabeth, 
who called the Lord Jesus her Lord when she welcomed Mary into her 
home, had (we may be sure) often told John about him. Surely, she would 
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have described the Savior’s wondrous birth many times, as she spoke to her 
son, whom she knew was to be his forerunner. Elizabeth must have often 
reminded John of how he leaped in her womb for joy when Mary came to 
her with her Lord and his in her womb (Luke 1:39-45). 
 
Though we have no record of it, it is likely that John and the Lord Jesus 
were often together as they grew up. There is no question that John knew 
who the Savior was, and that he was convinced that he was the Christ 
of God. When the Lord Jesus came to be baptized by him, “John forbad 
him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?” 
(Matthew 3:14). 
 
AFTER THE FLESH 
 
What, then, is the meaning of John’s twice repeated statement to the 
Pharisees — “I knew him not”? If you will look back at verse 26, you will 
get a hint. 
 

(John 1:26-27)  “John answered them, saying, I baptize with water: 
but there standeth one among you, whom ye know not; (27) He it is, 
who coming after me is preferred before me, whose shoe’s latchet I 
am not worthy to unloose.” 

 
The word translated “know” in verse 26 is the same word John uses to speak 
of his own lack of knowledge in verses 31 and 33. It is not the commonly 
used word for “know.” This is a very strong word. This is something more 
than mere, factual knowledge. This word “know” means, “to gaze upon with 
wide-open eyes, with astonishment and adoration.” Let me show you two 
other places where this word is used (Matthew 9:6; Mark 4:11). 
 

(Matthew 9:6)  “But that ye may know that the Son of man hath 
power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of the 
palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house.” 
 
(Mark 4:11)  “And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know 
the mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, 
all these things are done in parables.” 

 
John is telling these Pharisees, “I was once in the same boat you are in. 
Though I knew much about the Son of God by the instructions of my 
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parents, though I was, like you, looking for the Messiah, the Christ of God, 
of whom the prophets spoke, though I knew I knew him after the flesh, I did 
not know him, I had no revealed knowledge of him, no heart knowledge of 
him that ravished my heart and made me stand before him in utter awe, 
gazing upon him with wide-opened eyes of astonishment and adoration.” 
We see this illustrated numerous times in Holy Scripture. 

• Isaiah 6 
• Acts 9 
• Galatians 1:15-16 
• 1 John 1:1-3 

 
He was saying, “Until he was revealed to me by God the Holy Spirit, I had 
not beheld him, but now I do. I knew him not; but now I know him. He 
walks among you. He is the One with whom you have to do; but you know 
him not. You do not need to be concerned about who I am. You need to be 
concerned about who he is! I am nobody, just a voice, a noise in the 
wilderness; but he who walks among you is the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world. Do not concern yourself with me and my 
baptism, concern yourself with him and his baptism. Concern yourself with 
knowing him.” 
 

(John 17:3)  “And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” 

 
These things are “written for our learning, that were through patience and 
comfort of the Scriptures might have hope” (Romans 15:4). May God the 
Holy Spirit, who caused them to be written, use them for that end.  
 
There is no doubt that prior to his birth, implanted in his mind and heart 
was the message of the Messiah. I would not attempt to explain this, but 
John the Baptist was a prophet from his mother’s womb; and he knew 
Christ by special revelation even when he was in her womb, leaping for joy 
because of his incarnation (Luke 1:41, 44). 
 

(Jeremiah 1:5)  “Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and 
before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I 
ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.” 
 
(Luke 1:41)  “And it came to pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the 
salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; and Elisabeth was 
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filled with the Holy Ghost.” 
 
(Luke 1:44)  “For, lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded 
in mine ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy.” 

 
John’s knowledge of Christ was a miracle of grace, which is basically the 
meaning of his name, John, “God has graced, or Jehovah is gracious.” Yet, 
when John says, “I knew him not,” he was in fact saying that this man, his 
cousin, had not yet been revealed to him as the Lamb of God, the sinner’s 
Substitute; but now he had been revealed to him as the Lamb of God and 
the Son of God.  
 
CHRIST REVEALED 
 
How was the Lord Jesus revealed and made known to John the Baptist as 
the Christ, the Lamb of God and the Son of God? The fact that he 
emphatically declares, and declares twice, “I knew him not,” is of 
paramount importance because John uses it as the background for the 
explanation he gives in 33-34 of how he came to recognize that this man 
from Nazareth is the Son of God, the Messiah, the One for whom he was 
sent to bear witness, and to prepare the way.  
 

(John 1:31-34)  “And I knew him not: but that he should be made 
manifest to Israel, therefore am I come baptizing with water. (32) 
And John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit descending from 
heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him. (33) And I knew him 
not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto 
me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining 
on him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. (34) 
And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God.” 

 
He is saying, “Though I knew him not, I now know him by the Word of 
God, by the Spirit of God and by the faith God has given me.” He 
recognized Christ for who He was based on the Word of God (vv. 31-34). 
He once knew Christ after the flesh, but no more. Now, he knew him after 
the Spirit (2 Corinthians 5:16). 
 

(2 Corinthians 5:14-17)  “For the love of Christ constraineth us; 
because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead: 
(15) And that he died for all, that they which live should not 
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henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, 
and rose again. (16) Wherefore henceforth know we no man after 
the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now 
henceforth know we him no more. (17) Therefore if any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all 
things are become new.” 

 
This is how I know Christ. If you would know him, this is how you must 
know him. 
 
BY THE WORD OF GOD 
 
First, John knew Christ by the Word of God. God himself had described the 
Lord Jesus with such clarity that there could be no mistake as to Who he 
was, once he was revealed. He said, either by an articulate voice, or by a 
divine impulse on his mind, or by the revelation of the Spirit, “Upon whom 
thou shalt see the Spirit descending and remaining on him, the same is he 
which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.” This is a plainly revealed fact: — 
Faith in Christ is conveyed to chosen, redeemed sinners by God the 
Holy Spirit through the Word of God (Romans 10:17; James 1:18; 1 
Peter 1:23-25). 
 

(Romans 10:17)  “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God.” 
 
(James 1:18)  “Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, 
that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.” 
 
(1 Peter 1:23-25)  “Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. 
(24) For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower 
of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: 
(25) But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the 
word which by the gospel is preached unto you.” 

 
The Word of God, the gospel of Christ, is the power of God unto salvation, 
the catalyst God uses to give sinners life and faith in Christ. It is the power 
of God unto salvation in all who believe (Romans 1:16). 
 

(Romans 1:16)  “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it 
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is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the 
Jew first, and also to the Greek.” 

 
The Book of God repeatedly asserts that regeneration and faith in Christ, 
gifts of God the Holy Spirit and operations of his irresistible grace, are 
communicated to chosen, redeemed sinners through the instrumentality of 
gospel preaching. The Lord God plainly declares that it is his purpose and 
pleasure to save his elect through the preaching of the gospel (Romans 
1:15-17; 10:13-17; 1 Corinthians 1:21; Ephesians 1:13; 1 Timothy 4:12-16; 
Hebrews 4:12; James 1:18; 1 Peter 1:23-25). 
 
Perhaps you think, “What if one of God’s elect is in a remote barbarian 
tribe in the jungles of New Guinea where no gospel preacher has ever 
been?” I can see how that would create a problem, except for one thing — 
There are no problems with God! He knows exactly how to get his prophet 
to the people to whom he has purposed to show his mercy. Just ask Jonah! 
 
We preach the gospel with a sense of urgency, knowing that sinners 
cannot believe on Christ until Christ is preached to them. Yet, we 
preach with confidence of success, knowing that our labor is not in vain 
in the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58). God’s Word will not return to him 
void. It will accomplish his will and prosper in the thing it is sent to do 
(Isaiah 55:11). Every chosen, redeemed sinner must be regenerated and 
called by the Holy Spirit. And that work will be accomplished through the 
preaching of the gospel. 
 
THE SPIRIT OF GOD 
 
But, if we would know Christ, there must be more than the Word of God. 
We must have the Word made effectual to us by the power and grace of 
God the Holy Spirit. Look at our text again. Not only did John the Baptist 
have the testimony of God’s Word, he had God’s Word confirmed to him 
personally by the Holy Spirit. — He saw, as God said he would, “the Spirit 
descending and remaining on” the Lord Jesus. Is this not the work of God 
the Holy Spirit? Is this not exactly what he has done for us in? — (See John 
14:22-23; 15:26; 16:8-11, 13-15). 
 

(John 14:22-23)  “Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it 
that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world? (23) 
Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep 
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my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, 
and make our abode with him.” 
 
(John 15:26)  “But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send 
unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth 
from the Father, he shall testify of me.” 
 
(John 16:8-11)  “And when he is come, he will reprove the world of 
sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: (9) Of sin, because they 
believe not on me; (10) Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, 
and ye see me no more; (11) Of judgment, because the prince of this 
world is judged.” 
 
(John 16:13-15)  “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he 
will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but 
whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you 
things to come. (14) He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of 
mine, and shall show it unto you. (15) All things that the Father hath 
are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall show 
it unto you.” 

 
FAITH IN CHRIST 
 
Then, as soon as Christ was revealed, he saw, he beheld Christ, he knew 
him by the gift of faith. This is what he tells us in verse 34. — “And I saw, 
and bare record (confessed) that this is the Son of God.” 
 

(Zechariah 12:10)  “And I will pour upon the house of David, and 
upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of 
supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, 
and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and 
shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his 
firstborn.” 

 
In the new birth, in the conversion of sinners, this is always the divinely 
ordained equation: the Word of God, the Spirit of God, and faith in 
Christ. All are the gifts of God’s grace. All are necessary. And all are 
made effectual to the saving of our souls by the grace of God. 
 
The words of John the apostle, explaining the experience of John the 
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Baptist, were prophetic of every believer’s experience of grace! When John 
baptized the Lord Jesus and saw him owned by God the Father, with a voice 
from heaven and the Spirit descending on him as a dove, he understood that 
“the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us and we beheld his glory, the 
glory as the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth” (v. 14). He 
recognized this man from Galilee for who he was, based on the Word of 
God and by the revelation of God. And he saw, in the baptism of our 
Lord the symbolic picture of righteousness fulfilled by the death, burial 
and resurrection of Christ as the sinners Substitute (Matthew 3:13-17). 
 

(Matthew 3:13-17)  “Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto 
John, to be baptized of him. (14) But John forbad him, saying, I 
have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me? (15) And 
Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it 
becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him. (16) 
And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the 
water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: (17) 
And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased.” 

 
As if to reiterate this truth, John tells us that those first men who were 
found of Christ, who found him by the faith he gave them when he 
made himself known to them, experienced the same thing (vv. 35-37, 
40-41, 43-45, 49). 
 

(John 1:35-37)  “Again the next day after John stood, and two of his 
disciples; (36) And looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, 
Behold the Lamb of God! (37) And the two disciples heard him 
speak, and they followed Jesus.” 
 
(John 1:40-41)  “One of the two which heard John speak, and 
followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. (41) He first 
findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found 
the Messias, which is, being interpreted, the Christ.” 
 
(John 1:43-45)  “The day following Jesus would go forth into 
Galilee, and findeth Philip, and saith unto him, Follow me. (44) 
Now Philip was of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. (45) 
Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We have found him, of 
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whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 
 
(John 1:49)  “Nathanael answered and saith unto him, Rabbi, thou 
art the Son of God; thou art the King of Israel.” 

 
SOVEREIGN ELECTION 
 
There is yet another distinction concerning the revelation of Christ by the 
Spirit, through the Word. In verse 26 John the Baptist said to the Pharisees, 
“I know him whom ye know not.” Looking at this entire chapter, and 
others like it, we see that Christ is revealed to those sinners he has 
chosen, redeemed, and called (Acts 2:39; 13:48; Galatians 1:15-16; 1 
Thessalonians 1:4-5; 2 Thessalonians 2:13; 2 Corinthians 5:16). 
 

(Acts 2:39)  “For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and 
to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.” 
 
(Acts 13:48)  “And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, 
and glorified the word of the Lord: and as many as were ordained to 
eternal life believed.” 
 
(Galatians 1:15-16)  “But when it pleased God, who separated me 
from my mother’s womb, and called me by his grace, (16) To reveal 
his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; 
immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood:” 
 
(1 Thessalonians 1:4-5)  “Knowing, brethren beloved, your election 
of God. (5) For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also 
in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know 
what manner of men we were among you for your sake.” 
 
(2 Thessalonians 2:13)  “But we are bound to give thanks alway to 
God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from 
the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the 
Spirit and belief of the truth.” 
 
(2 Corinthians 5:16)  “Wherefore henceforth know we no man after 
the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now 
henceforth know we him no more.” 
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GOSPEL PREACHING 
 
All true preaching is, for this reason, limited to the declaration of the 
Gospel. It is by the preaching of the Gospel that the Word of God is 
declared to men (1 Peter 1:25). The preaching of the Gospel, the preaching 
of the Word of God is the declaration of a Person, the declaration of the 
Person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the King of 
Israel, the sinner’s Savior. It is declaring the record that God has given 
concerning his Son (Romans 1:1-3). 
 

(Romans 1:1-3)  “Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an 
apostle, separated unto the gospel of God, (2) (Which he had 
promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures,) (3) 
Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the 
seed of David according to the flesh.” 

 
• It is the declaration of a unique Person; a man who is like no other; a 

man who lived like no other, spoke like no other, and died like no 
other. 

• It is the declaration of a man who is himself God. 
• It is the declaration of the eternal Surety of a chosen people. 
• It is the description of the God-man, who came into the world to 

seek and save that which was lost, who came into the world to save 
sinners. 

• It is the description of Jehovah’s Servant, the Christ, who finished 
the work that he came to do. 

• It is the declaration of Jesus the Savior, who saved all whom he 
came to save, who lost none who were given to him by the Father, but 
raised them up in the last day. 

• It is the declaration of man, that wonderful man, who lived among 
sinners without sin, who was made sin for us and is made the 
righteousness of God unto us. 

• It is the description of that man who was and is the Friend of sinners. 
• It is the declaration of him who “shall not fail,” for whom failure is 

never a possibility. 
• It is the description of him who died, and was buried, and rose 

again that he might be Lord of both the living and the dead. 
• It is the description of him who is, at this moment, seated on the 
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right hand of the majesty on high, ruling with absolute sway over 
everything that wriggles and writhes in the whole universe, ruling in 
calm repose. — “He couched, he lay down as a lion, and as a great 
lion: who shall stir him up? Blessed is he that blesseth thee, and 
cursed is he that curseth thee” (Num. 23:9). 

• It is the description of him whose words are spirit and they are life. 
• It is the description of him about whom every line, every word, 

every jot and every tittle of the Bible is written. 
• It is the description of him who, by the sacrifice of himself, has put 

away our sins and has “made us meet to be partakers of the 
inheritance of the saints in light.” 

• It is the description of him who satisfied the law and justice of God 
for his people so fully, so infinitely, that the Judge of the all the earth 
declares them never to have sinned and accepts them fully as sons and 
daughters! 

• It is the declaration, the description of him who is made of God unto 
us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and redemption. 

• It is the description of him for whom heaven opens and the voice of 
God declares “this is my beloved son, hear ye him.” 

 
We preach him, and preach him and preach him, so that when he 
comes to his chosen, his redeemed, his called, they will immediately 
recognize him for who he is and cry with old Thomas, “my Lord and my 
God!” We preach that those who hear can say, “I knew him not, but I now 
know him, because the Word of God has described him so fully that none 
other will fit the description, because the Spirit of God has revealed him in 
me, and has given me faith to know and trust him!” 
 
When he comes to his own, their testimony is that God has hung flesh on 
his Word and “we behold his glory, as the only begotten of the Father, full 
of grace and truth!” We keep on preaching him so that every nook and 
cranny of the believer’s existence will be immersed in him (Romans 11:36).  
 

(Romans 11:36)  “For of him, and through him, and to him, are all 
things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen.” 

 
We preach him so that every turn of providence, every happenstance, 
circumstance and every occurrence will be seen as his hand of love and 
tender care (Romans 8:28; Colossians 1:16-17). 
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(Romans 8:28)  “And we know that all things work together for 
good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to 
his purpose.” 
 
(Colossians 1:16-17)  “For by him were all things created, that are in 
heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be 
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were 
created by him, and for him: (17) And he is before all things, and by 
him all things consist.” 

 
I often hear people extolling preachers for being so “practical,” for teaching 
practical truths on how to live the Christian life. They tell how the preacher 
comforts them and makes their struggles easier. They talk about how their 
pastor preaches in an understandable manner, showing them what to do and 
not do in order to be “real Christians.” But in all the preacher praise and 
promotion I hear, seldom do I hear a man praised because he preaches 
Christ fully and clearly, in all his redeeming, saving glory.  
 

Illustration: “Very poor sermon…Christ was not in it.” 
 
The Bible may be used to show men and women what to do and what not to 
do. It is full of moral principles. Peoples’ lives will be radically changed, if 
they abide by the principles that are taught in this blessed Book. They will 
probably never be sent to the penitentiary. Moral teachings, however, focus 
on you. They fix the mind and the eye on self and looking at self. But they 
will never cause anyone to know Christ in grace or in providence. We 
preach Christ and him crucified, so that sinners see him and know him, 
“that all men through him might believe” and worship him whom we preach 
(1 Corinthians 2:2-5; 2 Corinthians 4:5-6). 
 

(1 Corinthians 2:2-5)  “For I determined not to know any thing 
among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. (3) And I was with 
you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. (4) And my 
speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: (5) That 
your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power 
of God.” 
 
(2 Corinthians 4:5-6)  “For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus 
the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake. (6) For God, 
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who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in 
our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in 
the face of Jesus Christ.” 

 
Illustration: Joseph Parker — “What a great preacher he is.” 
Spurgeon — “What a great Christ he preaches.” 

 
Can you say, with John the Baptist, “I knew him not” but now I know him 
because the Spirit of God has opened and applied to me the Word of God, 
giving me faith in him who is the Christ of God”? 
 

(2 Corinthians 5:16-17)  “Yea, though we have known Christ after 
the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more. (17) Therefore 
if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are become new.” 

 
(John 17:3)  “And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” 

 
Oh, may God the Holy Spirit grant you grace to know my Savior! How I 
pray that you may leave here saying with John the Baptist, “I saw, and bare 
record that this is the Son of God!” 
 

Amen. 


