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“Let’s Keep Short Accounts” 

 Introduction: 

     Open your Bibles to the Epistle of First John, the general Epistle of First John in the New 
Testament.  We are going to deal with something this evening and I’m going to call it; “Let’s keep 
short accounts.” There are those out there today in the world that will try to tell you that this first 
little short epistle of John is written to unbelievers. Friends that is not so, we must rightly divide the 
Word of truth. If you take a Scripture out of context, you have a pretext and then you don’t have a 
leg to stand on.  

 II Timothy 2:15 

15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth. 

     This first epistle, the text in First John; the whole Epistle for that matter rightly dividing the Word 
of truth we must understand these short little five chapters, one hundred and five verses it is all 
written to the Saints of God. It is addressed to the believers in Christ Jesus. The key verse of this 
epistle, it is not going to be our text this evening but it is the key verse of the Epistle and the 
purpose for the book is found in I John 5:13. 

     When the Apostle writes and he says: These things have I written unto you that believe on the 
name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the 
name of the Son of God. You see friends the first epistle was written to believers so that we might 
know that by believing on the name of the LORD Jesus Christ we can have total assurance of our 
Salvation.  We don’t have to doubt, we don’t have to think so, hope so, maybe; we know that we can 
know beyond a shadow of a doubt that we are born again. Passed from death unto life!  

     John says in I John 1:4; And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full. Then he says 
in I John 2:1; My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we 
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 

     Then in I John 5:13; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, simple, cut and dried. One hundred 
and five verses, five short chapters which man of course has later divided into chapters and added 
the verse numbers to it. But it’s all to the believers in Christ Jesus.  
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     Our text this evening that I want to keep a thought for the title of the message will be: “Let’s keep 
short accounts.” You see friends we all have a debt; and our debt has been paid by Christ Jesus if you 
are a regenerated, born again, blood bought believer in the LORD.  

     But even after you have had that debt paid and you’ve been made a recipient of salvation through 
and by the grace of the LORD Jesus Christ; you tend to accumulate some things in your life. And I do 
believe as born again Christians, being lead by the Spirit and not walking after the flesh; and not 
fulfilling the lust of the flesh, the lust the eyes and the pride of life. I believe bottom line up front 
what little John is trying to tell us here in the first chapter of the wonderful Epistle; is hey boys; let’s 
keep short accounts.  

     First John chapter one, we will begin our text reading in verse five: 

I John 1:5-10 

5 This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in 
him is no darkness at all. 

     I want to just pause there just for a second; Jesus said in the Gospel of John. I believe it’s in John 
chapter one and verse nine; he said that light revealed unto all men in the world.  That “that” is a 
deity pronoun, that “that” is referring to the LORD Jesus Christ. It was talking about Jesus being that 
light that has been revealed unto all men.  He reveals a certain measure of light unto all men. Isn’t it 
amazing all the way back in the beginning when God created the Heavens and the earth, and the 
earth was without form and void and the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the deep. And in 
Genesis 1:3 Jesus Christ, that’s right Jesus Christ spoke the words in Genesis 1:3 and He said “Let 
there be light.”  

     Now if you read the creation account and the events of creation He didn’t make the sun, the moon 
or the stars until day four. But yet on the first day He said “Let there be light.” You see friends, He 
was letting His light, His “Shekinah Glory” be revealed, that illuminated the universe. It lit up the sky; 
the power and the glory of God. Jesus Christ is light, God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 

6 If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: 

7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 

8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

     A familiar Scripture of I John, is I John 1:9, I have heard people say again and again that this is a 
message to un-believers, that’s absolutely false,  that’s absolutely absurd. That’s absolutely crazy to 
think that I John 1:9 is a message of salvation to un-believers.  
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     Friends that is not the context of this Scripture. I have seen preachers open up the Bible at the 
altar with a lost person and go right to I John 1:9, what are we doing people? Let’s see what this 
book reveals to us as believers.        

I John 1:7  

7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 

     The complete book, the complete Epistle of I John; five chapters, one-hundred and five verses is a 
message to the Saints, the born again regenerated believers in Christ Jesus, the Church. Let’s take I 
John 1:9 for example, a message to the Church. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

     WE – US – OUR – WE – The body of Believers. So what is John trying to say here? He’s trying to 
say here Church: “Let’s keep Short Accounts.” Let’s not dirty up or muddy up the waters once the 
LORD has cleaned them up. In other words: “Let’s keep Short Accounts.” 

     You see friends, I John 1:9 is not a salvation passage, because if you tell an unsaved person to just 
confess their sin and God will save them. You’ve fixed it where that person can never be saved. 
Because there is not an unsaved person on the face of this planet that can remember all the sins 
they’ve ever committed. 

     Then there’s people that will say; O’ Brother Doug that verse just means to agree with God that 
you’re a sinner. No friends that verse is to the blood bought Church. That verse is not a salvation 
passage the Epistle of First John was written to believers in Christ. 

     All you can do as a lost person is agree with Him that you have sinned. For all have sinned and 
come short of the Glory of God. There’s none righteous no not one, none that seeketh after God and 
there is none that doeth good, no not one.  

     Confess your sins; you tell a 65 year old lost man that let him try and remember 65 years worth 
of sinning, trying to confess all of those sins so that he can believe and have assurance and hope in 
his salvation. He’s going to eventually give up;  

     He’s got a problem! Because he won’t be able to remember them all.  

     The Bible never says to sinner confess your sins and you’ll be saved. The Bible says to believe on 
the LORD Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved. 

I John 5:13  

13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God. 

      The Bible says to the saved man: 
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I John 1:7  

7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 

8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

     We, us, our and we; the body of Believers. John, here is talking to the believers. There is 
only one way for the believer to stay in fellowship with God. And that is, in the words of 
Martin Luther; “Keep Short Accounts with the LORD” 

     Don’t let sin pile up in your life. When you sin and God deals with you, it won’t just automatically 
go away; it won’t just up and disappear. It’s like throwing mud on a white wall; time doesn’t clean 
the mud from the wall, some measures or action has to be taken. The action for the believer is in I 
John 1:9; Because He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

     A Preacher pulls into a gas station early on Sunday morning on the way to Church to fill up. He 
looks over by the coke machine and sees a young girl with her little brother. He was dirty and 
grimy, filthy looking.  

     The Preacher asked the little boy a Question. He said son, how did you get so dirty this early in 
the morning; His older sister spoke up and said; “Mister he didn’t get that dirty this morning, he 
went to bed like that, last night.” 

     Now, using that illustration; I can tell you this that the Christians in America did not get like they 
are, since they woke up this morning. They went to bed like that last night, and the night before 
that, and the night before that.  

     The failure on the Christians part is not the rejections of the provision of Salvation. It’s not the 
failure of Sinning. Because there is none righteous, no not one, “except the LORD.”  

     Our failure as believers is not taking advantage of the provision of the LORD’s Grace by 
confessing our sins, asking forgiveness and being brought back into fellowship. We go day after day, 
week after week, month after month with unconfessed, unforgiven, uncleansed sin. 

     That breaks our fellowship with God. Always, sooner than later we start missing service, and 
laying out of church. We get to the point where we don’t enjoy the worship service, we don’t enjoy 
the Singing, and we really dread the preaching.  

     Lukewarm, with a large unsettled account with the LORD. What about these lukewarm 
Christians, the Laodicea Church. 
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Revelation 3:15-16 

15 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. 

16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spuee thee out of my mouth. 

     There are those that doubt this, they think it is better to be lukewarm than to be ice cold. Jesus 
said, I don’t want you lukewarm; I want you hot or cold! Why? Why, you say? You mean you rather 
have a man be against God, against the Bible, spit on the Bible, laugh at God and never come to 
Church; Ice Cold than to be lukewarm? 

     The Lukewarm Christian, come to Church occasionally, give a dollar once in a while, pray 
whenever an emergency comes up. Carry the Bible around like a good luck charm, just flat out 
lukewarm, and playing Church, you mean that’s not better than ICECOLD? 

     Friends’ Lukewarm indifference has done more to harm Christianity, and harm the local 
Churches than all the dope addicts, homosexuals, agnostics, infidels, and modernist combined. Just 
the Christian who can come in and be lukewarm. So what do we do, to keep from becoming 
Lukewarm; Simple UKEWARM? “Let’s Keep Short Accounts.” 

I John 1:9 

9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

     I want to very quickly give you four things. Now you can take heed, and open up the prayer line 
and make things right. Or you can remain, Lukewarm. 

I Revelation – The truth revealed by the Word of God. 

II Remorse – Conviction set in by the Holy Ghost from the hearing of the Word. 

III Repentance – I John 1:9, telling God what you done, turn away from it, and ask forgiveness. 

IV Recovery – Accountability and Activity. 

I John 1:9 

9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 


