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In II Corinthians 3:2-3, Paul wrote, “ You are our epistle 

written in our hearts, known and read by ALL men; 

, ministered by us, 

written not with ink but by the Spirit of the living God, 

not on tablets of stone but on tablets of flesh, that is, 

of the heart.” 



Theologian John Stott wrote that “We cannot hide what “We cannot hide what “We cannot hide what “We cannot hide what 

we are.we are.we are.we are. Indeed, what we are speaks as plainly as what 

we saysaysaysay.  When these two voices blend, the impact of the 

message is doubled.”



The COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic is a 

for Christians to develop and display two 

essentials of the Christian faith—loving the Lord our 

God with all of our heart, soul, mind and strength, and 

loving our neighbor as ourselves.



From beginning to end, the life story of every Christian 

is dependent upon God’s Spirit using God’s Word to 

make us like God’s Son for God’s glory. 



To be an epistle of Christ:

I. We must .

II. We must .

III. We must .

IV. We must .



I.I.I.I. To be an epistle of Christ, we must To be an epistle of Christ, we must To be an epistle of Christ, we must To be an epistle of Christ, we must 

. . . . 

Acknowledge “Acknowledge “Acknowledge “Acknowledge “means to recognize the rights, 

authority or status of something; to recognize it 

as genuine or valid and to express agreement, 

gratitude or obligation.”

Your personal interaction with something reveals 

the value that you place upon it. 



A. Vv1-3 David’s of blessing

recognizes .  

1. Vv1-3 describe people who are .

2. Does your life-style clearly reflect that you are 

word-centered?

B. Vv4-6 David’s for God’s grace to obey 

reveals . [proneness to wander]

1. V5 “Oh that my ways were directed to keep….”

2. V6 Failure to respect the Word leads to shame.



C. Vv7-8 David’s reflects and 

a plea for .

1. V7 Personal study: When I learn…. [Not if I 

Learn]  He was purposeful.

2. V8 Plea for God’s presence (fellowship) 

Psalm 51:11-12; 71:9, 17-18

D. V9 David’s required 

.

1. Taking heed: hedge about; guard, protect

2. Practical example: Psalm 101:3



II.II.II.II. To be an Epistle of Christ,To be an Epistle of Christ,To be an Epistle of Christ,To be an Epistle of Christ, We must We must We must We must 

.  .  .  .  Assimilate means to take in 

and utilize as nourishment: to absorb into the 

system”

A. There is a great disconnect in the lives of many 

Christians between their and their .  

1. They know biblical contentcontentcontentcontent in their but 

have no commitmentno commitmentno commitmentno commitment in their and that 

disconnect shows up in their . [Judas]

2. V7 Praise parallels learning and assimilating.



B. How do we assimilate God’s Word into our heart?

1.

a. All of my thoughts, will and emotions

b. Pursuit--intentional, intimate, intense 

2.

a. Prone to wander

b. Maps must be heeded to be helpful.

3.

a. Hidden: cover over, guard, hoard, protect

b. Memorization and meditation with the 

motive of pleasing God in our methods.



that the Bible is the 

inspired, inerrant, all-sufficient Word of the living God 

is critical as is . . . . 

But this does nothing to proclaim the glory of God and 

to pursue the good of others unless the Word is 

.  



IIIIIIIIIIII. To be an epistle of Christ, we mustTo be an epistle of Christ, we mustTo be an epistle of Christ, we mustTo be an epistle of Christ, we must

A. Habitual application requires consistent 

....

B. Jesus said, “If you love Me, you willwillwillwill keepkeepkeepkeep my 

commandments.”

C. People read the patternpatternpatternpattern of your actions 

or habits. Paul in I Corinthians 11:1  “Imitate 

me just as I also imitate Christ.”



IV.IV.IV.IV. To be an Epistle of Christ,To be an Epistle of Christ,To be an Epistle of Christ,To be an Epistle of Christ, We must We must We must We must 

....

A. In one sense, your history is the total of your 

habits.

B. As you reflect over the autobiography that you 

have written thus far, is the theme of God’s glory 

and the good of others as evident as an open 

book to those who observe your life?  

C. Your Christian testimony is seen as fact or fiction!  

Recall II Corinthians 3:2-3



When the glory of God is our goal and the Word of God 

is our Guide, the Spirit of God will enable us to be like 

the Son of God through our life.  This is especially true 

during times of trial and testing. 

We will progressively become an 

.



I. To be an epistle of Christ, we must 

.

II. To be an epistle of Christ, we must 

.

III. To be an Epistle of Christ, we must 

.

IV. To be an Epistle of Christ, we must 

.



“In all His dispensations God is at work for our good.  In 

prosperity He tries our gratitude; in mediocrity, our 

contentment; in misfortune, our submission; in 

darkness, our faith; under temptation, our 

steadfastness; and 

.” 



Looking back, has your life clearly been an epistle of 

Christ, especially during this crisis?  

Looking ahead, what needs to change to make for more 

“easy reading” by those who interact with you?


