
Sermon Notes and Daily Devotional Pastor Doug Warren 

First Congregational Church of Woodstock May 31st, 2020 
 

Live Stream Morning Service:  Acts 7: 1 – 16 

 

The Promise 
 

1. God’s Promise Is the Basis for God’s People.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. The Land Is Connected to the Covenant of Circumcision. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. He Will Restore His People to Right Worship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephen is falsely accused of speaking against Moses, God, the temple, and the law. In his 

response he summarizes the history of God’s people to show that it is his opponents who 

have rejected the God of Abraham and His promised Messiah. He counters their false 

narrative with the truth of God’s merciful provision for His people. How do we understand 

this biblical narrative? Do we worship God in Spirit and Truth through Christ or attempt to 

cobble together enough good works that we might somehow be acceptable to the Holy 

God?   
 

 



Luke   24: 13 – 27 
 

That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles from 

Jerusalem, and they were talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 

While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with 

them. But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, “What is this 

conversation that you are holding with each other as you walk?” And they stood still, 

looking sad. Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor 

to Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” And 

he said to them, “What things?” And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a 

man who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how 

our chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified him. 

But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is 

now the third day since these things happened. Moreover, some women of our company 

amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the morning, and when they did not find his 

body, they came back saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said that he 

was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women 

had said, but him they did not see.” And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart 

to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary that the Christ should 

suffer these things and enter into his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the 

Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself. 

 

 

 

Acts—Series Overview  
 

The Expansion of the Gospel Witness with Power 
 

Acts records God’s faithful accomplishment of all that He promised in taking the gospel to 

the nations. It lays the groundwork for all that will take place as His Church awaits His 

return.  Just as Jesus lived and spoke as the Father commanded, we now are called to do in 

the power of His Holy Spirit. While Jesus did this perfectly, we will strive imperfectly, 

constantly in need of the Holy Spirit’s direction, power, and correction. Nevertheless, our 

faithful God will work even through our failing efforts and His gospel witness through us 

will prevail and penetrate every nation, tribe, & territory. For the praise of our King!    
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