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Section 2: A Nature Of True Righteousness Is Promoted By Formative Discipline, (Chpt. 5 – 7)  
1. We must be taught the genuine realization of righteousness, (vs. 17 – 7: 28) 

 

f. Genuine Righteousness Realizes The Necessity Of Gentleness, (vs. 38 - 42) 

• Gentleness affirms that retribution may be a privilege but not always a prerogative, (vs. 38 – 39a) 
 

1. Specifically gentleness in the face of aggression, (vs. 39b); “Behold, this day your eyes have seen 
how the LORD gave you today into my hand in the cave. And some told me to kill you, but I 
spared you. I said, ‘I will not put out my hand against my lord, for he is the LORD’s anointed.’ 
” (1 Samuel 24:10, ESV)  
 
 
 
 
 

2. Specifically gentleness in the face of aggravation, (vs. 40); “To have lawsuits at all with one 
another is already a defeat for you. Why not rather suffer wrong? Why not rather be defrauded? 
” (1 Corinthians 6:7, ESV)  
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Specifically gentleness in the face of acquisition, (vs. 41); “For what credit is it if, when you sin 
and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a 
gracious thing in the sight of God. For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered 
for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. He committed no sin, 
neither was deceit found in his mouth. When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he 
suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. ” (1 
Peter 2:20–23, ESV)  

 
 
 
 
 

 
4. Specifically gentleness in the face of acquiescence, (vs. 42); “The point is this: whoever sows 

sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 
Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all 
sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. As it is written, “He 
has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.” He who 
supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing 
and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way to be 
generous in every way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God. ” (2 Corinthians 
9:6–11, ESV)  

 

 
 
 



 

“To Be Or Not” Series Outline 
 

Matthew 3 - 12 
 

“For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5:20)  

 

The Lord Jesus Himself Has Told Us That True Righteousness Is Not A Ritual But A Nature, (Chpt. 3 – 12) 

• Section 1: A Nature Of True Righteousness Has Been Displayed, (Chpt. 3 – 4) 

• Section 2: A Nature Of True Righteousness Is Promoted By Formative Discipline, (Chpt. 5 – 7) 

• Section 3: A Nature Of True Righteousness Must Be Applied, (Chpt. 8 – 9) 

• Section 4: A Nature Of True Righteousness Is Divinely Expected, (Chpt. 10 – 12) 
 


