
“Glorying in the Cross Alone” 

Galatians 6:11-18 

 

Well today we wrap our study in the book of Galatians.  We take up the concluding text to a letter that has been 

drilling into us the truth about Effectiveness of Faith vs. impotency of Works; the power of the Spirit vs. the 

inadequacy of the law.  Lets quickly review some of the key things we have learned in the study of this 

wonderful NT letter. 

 

1) The Gospel can be distorted and emptied of its power when faith in the person and work of Christ is 

supplanted with Justification by works. 

2) Genuine spirit-filled believers are not immune to falling for doctrinal error and must be educated and on 

guard against false teaching. 

3) Christians need to be re-taught the Gospel regularly.   

4) The doctrine of justification by works makes nothing of the cross but justification by faith makes the 

cross everything.   

5) We learned that it is hearing the Gospel with faith that triggers our receiving the holy Spirit.  

6) We learned that by faith in Christ we are clothed in Christ and belong to Christ and are thereby children 

of Abraham, sons of God and heirs with Christ. 

7) We learned that justification by faith and our eternal security is not a motive for licentiousness because 

the cross breaks the power of the flesh and the spirit provides the internal motivation and empowerment 

to live the Christian life. 

Today we conclude with Paul‟s conclusion to all these things in Gal 6:11-18 which has as its theme: Paul‟s 

hope that believers will Glory in/ Exult over nothing save the Cross of Jesus Christ. 

 

Galatians 6:11-18 See with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand. 12Those who desire to 

make a good showing in the flesh try to compel you to be circumcised, simply that they may not be persecuted 

for the cross of Christ. 13For those who are circumcised do not even keep the Law themselves, but they desire 

to have you circumcised, that they may boast in your flesh. 14But may it never be that I should boast, except in 

the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 15For 

neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. 16And those who will walk by this 

rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God. 17From now on let no one cause trouble for 

me, for I bear on my body the brand-marks of Jesus. 18The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, 

brethren. Amen. (NASB)   

 

This passage is a parting final call to Paul‟s readers to evaluate who they are following and what will be the 

driving force of their doctrine.  Will it be confidence in and promotion of the flesh? Or, will it be confidence in 

and promotion of the CROSS?  Which is it?   

 

He leaves no question as to where his glory and exulatation will be does He?   

 

Unlike his conclusions to the other letters he forgoes the cordialities of passing on personal greetings and well 

wishes and does what he wants them to do:  Glory in what Christ has done for us through the Cross and give 

religious legalism a proper good bye.   

 

How does he do this?  He exposes the motives of those who glory in the flesh and then he himself glories in the 

cross one more time. 



I‟d like to quickly touch on both and then we are going to worship and exult and praise the cross for the rest of 

the service today. 

Reminder #1: Those who glory in the flesh are motivated Applause of Men 

Gal 6:12-13  Those who desire to make a good showing in the flesh try to compel you to be circumcised… they 

desire to have you circumcised, that they may boast in your flesh.” 

The idea here is Paul is suggesting that the real motive of those who glory in the flesh is selfish.  “make a good 

showing” means to put on display.  Kind of like trophies.  

One of the chief motivators of the Judaizers and those who put confidence the man‟s religious works is to 

attract recognition from others for themselves.  They are building their own spiritual resume and bragging rights 

through their so called ministry of bring others under the law.  They are caught up more in what they are 

accomplishing than in what God has achieved.  Its not for the glory of God or the benefit of those who they are 

seeking to influence. 

Reminder #2: Those who glory in the flesh are motivated by fear of persecution 

Gal 6:12b “…that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ.”  

Some of the Judaizers accepted that Christ was the Messiah but refused to trust in the cross alone.  They walked 

the fence in fear.  Why?  Because to embrace the Cross and Justification by faith alone was to reject the Law of 

Moses as the Jewish Religious establishment understood it.  These were fearful of losing their place in the 

synagogues and fearful of losing business with their Jewish friends. 

Many today are fine with a religious connection in the community such as attending a church merely for what it 

might gain them.  But embracing the Gospel and its call to advancing the kingdom of God without shame and 

without fear; Being known as a devout believer and advocate of Christ and the cross actually may cost them. 

THE GLORY OF CHRIST and His CROSS. 

You can see how Paul is really closing his letter with some parting shots at those who have been messing with 

the flock of Jesus and the glory of God.  And after holding up the ugliness of such self-seeking religious 

mongrels, he demonstrates what a genuine Spiritual Leader‟s and members of the Church ought to be concerned 

with:  THE GLORY OF CHRIST and His CROSS. 

And he humbly worded in a manner so as to not take any credit or hold himself up as perfect. 

Gal 6:14 “But may it never be that I should boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,” 

The way Paul uses the word “boast” here is best understood as “exult” or “glory.” It is his prayer that he would 

never glory in the flesh or in anything whatsoever that he has done.  It would be just fine with him if his life 

could be summarized with the statement “God made much of the cross through this man.” 

Only those who have come to grasp Justification by Faith can comprehend such a singularity of life focus.  

And Paul is by his own example, I believe, calling those who read this book (that‟s us) away from an 

understanding of our faith that attributes any credit whatsoever to human works or performance to place 

complete reliance upon Christ‟s work on the cross. 



How does Paul glory in the cross here?  Of what does he give credit to the cross for accomplishing? 

Accomplishment 1: The world has been crucified to me 

 Notice he says, “through which the world has been crucified to me…”  

3 biblical uses of the word “World”: 

1) People 

2) Creation 

3) “the sin bent system of humanity including all false religion” that is directed and influenced by Satan.) 

Paul boasts in the cross because “through” the cross the power that the man and flesh centered world system 

had over him had been broken.   Phil 3:1-8 

When a man or women engaged and controlled by the world faces the cross, he is staring at God‟s statement of 

the complete worthlessness of all he/she has done and accomplished.  When you put your faith in the cross the 

world system holds nothing for you anymore. 

Accomplishment #2: I am crucified to the World 

„through which the world has been crucified to me and I to the world…” 

Paul boasts in the cross because “through” the cross the power of his desire towards the world has been broken.  

He is free to now live for his creator and no longer for self or for the applause of man.   

Think of how freeing it is when what the world offers no longer holds any power of persuasion over us.  

Materialism can‟t draw us into its clutches.  We no longer need to compromise our character in a stretch to 

reach and grab and control.   

Think about the statement in the book of Revelation about the faithful servants of God who “overcame by the 

word of their testimony and by the blood of the lamb loved not their own lives even unto death.”  It is the 

testimony or message of the cross that frees us to love not our lives but rather live for the glory of and pleasure 

of One. 

Accomplishment #3: A new Creation 

Paul boasts in the cross because “through” the cross he has become a new man, a new creation.   

He makes this association more clear in the letter to Corinth when he says of Christ, 

2 Cor. 5:17 (NASB)  and He died for all, that they who live should no longer live for themselves, but for Him 

who died and rose again on their behalf. . . . Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old 

things passed away; behold, new things have come.  

 

Here he is testifying to how the death of Christ breaks the power of living for self, frees us to live for Christ, 

because in Him we have been made new and the old power is gone, the new power has come. 

 

The idea of “new creation” is brought up in the Ephesian epistle in the context of salvation by faith in Christ 

alone in Eph 2:8-10  For by grace are you saved through faith and that not of yourselves, but it is a gift of God, 

not as a result of works lest any man should boast.  For we are HIS workmanship CREATED IN CHRIST for 

good works. 



 

Conclusion:  

The consistent message of God to the church through the scriptures is to ascribe all glory to God in Christ by 

adding nothing to the cross and thus nullifying God‟s grace and diminishing his glory. 

The cross though it is the most humiliating symbol in the world today,  it is the most wonderful symbol in the 

world today! Because it is a statement of God‟s unconditional love for sinful humanity. 

Can you feel and sense the Apostle calling you to decisively abandon religious pride, self-reliance, self-

righteousness, all glory seeking and point your finger to the cross and declare with boldness. 

It is through Christ and his Cross: 

that he has broke the power, this world system held over me. 

that he has broke the power of my desire for the world 

that he has made me a new creation in Him. 

 

 

 


