
1 
 

1 Corinthians 16:12-24   The Resurrection Bond     Falls Church    AM    6/13/21 

 Around what shared truth do Christians bond? The resurrection! We have 

the same risen Lord. We are forgiven our sins because of His death, He ever lives 

to intercede for us, He has sent us His Holy Spirit, and He is coming again. 

Because we are bonded with Jesus, we are bonded to each other. 

 The letter of 1 Corinthians has looked at what it means to be part of a 

resurrection bond with people in a church. 

Because Jesus rose again, we are personally and permanently bonded to each 

other.  

1. We possess a bond of love that is comprehensive. (v.12-16) 

 Just 20 years after the resurrection of Jesus, churches were already starting 

widely, and the churches already had strong bonds with each other. So strong were 

the bonds of love that they were sending representatives from one church to 

another. In verse 17, Paul listed these 3 names – Stephanas, Fortunatas and 

Achaicus, it was because they had left Corinth and traveled more than 400 miles to 

visit Paul over in Ephesus. 

 When we join a local church, we are automatically connected to a global 

family of brothers and sisters. We call ourselves Falls Church – An OPC Family, 

to acknowledge that our church here in Menomonee Falls is part of a larger family 

of churches around the world that believe the same things. 

 The word “brother” is written by Paul three times in this passage – verse 12 

“our brother Apollos,”  verse 15, “I urge you, brothers,” and verse 20, “All the 

brothers send you greetings…”  The brotherhood is more than just how each 

person relates to Christ or to Paul. The community of believers is a band of 

brothers. Paul wrote in verse 20, “Greet one another with a holy kiss.” (which is 

like saying, in our culture, greet one another with handshakes or hugs.) 

 What is discovered in this passage that is significant is that just 20 years into 

its existence, the resurrection community already had bonds that were made up of 

vibrant local communities of believers that were also richly intertwined in a global 

family network. We have a bond of love that is comprehensive. 

2. We benefit from refreshing relationships of joy and holiness between 

persons and churches. (v.17-20) 

 The relationships are personal. Consider the number of personal names in 

this passage. Apollos (v.12), Stephanas (v.15, again verse 17), Fortunatus and 

Achaius (v.17), Aquila and Prisca, and the church that meets in their house (v.19), 
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Paul himself (v.21, and Christ Jesus Himself (v.24). The many names shows the 

many personal relationships that Paul had. 

 The resurrection today causes the same sort of bonds to be formed. 

 Not only do we here in Menomonee Falls know that churches exists in 

Illinois and Michigan and New York, but some of us know the pastors there. We 

have a personal knowledge of the individuals in other churches. Again, this shows 

the personal and family-style relationship of the church.  I say family-style, 

because it is not the same as us being Bucks fans or all of us wearing Nike shoes, 

or all being Peloton users, or apple watches, it is not the same as us all being fans 

of the singer Adele.  What unites us is not our taste in music, our wearing of a 

certain brand of clothing, or being users of exercise equipment with a subscription, 

or a certain phone or sports team.   What unites us as the family of God is having 

God our Father and Jesus Christ His Son, and that makes us all brothers and sisters. 

This is a family-style of relationships in our church community. 

 Yet individuality is still maintained. Consider how in verse 12, Paul strongly 

urged Apollos to visit Corinth, but Paul respected the individual decision of 

Apollos not to visit yet.  Apollos had reasons, and that was enough for Paul.  This 

is a refreshing and healthy relationship that both Paul and Apollos could enjoy.  

 Notice how Paul could name and honor the activity of certain persons and 

that person’s household, without other people getting upset for being left out.  

Verse 15, “…the household of Stephanas were the first converts in Achaia, and 

that they have devoted themselves to the service of the saints.” 

 Again. Paul was open about his relationship to 3 people who brought him 

joy – in verse 17 we read, “I rejoice at the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus 

and Achaicus…”  Paul felt free to give them recognition in verse 18, “…for they 

refreshed my spirit...” Paul encouraged the church to “Give recognition to such 

people.” Paul was fostering a healthy family relating among the family of God.  

It extends to individuals greeting whole churches. We read in verse 19, 

“Aquila and Prisca, together with the church in their house, send you hearty 

greetings in the Lord.” A couple in one place, and the church that met in their 

house, sent greetings to a church in another part of the world. 

Notice that the church that met in the house of Aquila and Prisca was 

sending “hearty greetings in the Lord” to the church in Corinth.  Churches send 

greetings to other churches.  Even today, our own Pastor Tony and our own youth 

mission team is bringing our greetings to the OPC church in New Jersey, Pastor 

Tony is preaching there, and both their pastor and our pastor are teaching the 

students all week. Relationships between churches and individuals. 
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 Multiple churches had affinity for the church in Corinth, for Paul could write 

this in verse 19, “The churches of Asia send you greetings.” 

 Paul shows that as members here, we are inherently and automatically 

connected to Christians in other parts of the country and the world.  Paul is asking 

us to take an interest in what is happening in other churches, and on the mission 

fields.  We pray for the success of other churches. We support gospel advance 

through our praying, our relationships, and our finances. If we have a missionary 

visit us, we swarm that missionary with our love and deep interest in what that 

missionary does on the field, because we are family member with that missionary.  

 Do you realize how unique the church of Jesus Christ is, among the other 

organizations? The church was unique in Paul’s day, and the church is unique in 

our day.  The groups of people around the world are connected to each other 

without regard for buying and selling, contractor work or business relationships, 

without regard for political affiliations or political goals, without regard to race, 

without regard to whether a person is rich or poor or in-between. The bond is all 

because of Jesus. 

3. Maintaining healthy community connections is one of our core values: so we 

insist on it, we protect it, and we restore it. (v.21-24) 

 The nature of our bond with believers and churches is the good news of 

Jesus, crucified and risen again. 

 Paul has been saying this since the beginning of this letter.  What held the 

community of Jews together? What held the community of the Greeks together?  In 

contrast to that, what holds churches together?  Listen again to 1 Corinthians 1:22-

23, “…Jews demand signs and Greeks seeks wisdom, but we preach Christ 

crucified…” Again in chapter 2:2, “…I decided to know nothing among you except 

Jesus Christ and Him crucified.”  It was not Avon plus Jesus. It was not Peloton 

plus Jesus. It was not the Olympics plus Jesus. It was “deciding to know nothing 

among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” We do not have another 

agenda. We do not have another cause. We are not a political lobbying group, with 

Jesus as a secondary unifying factor.  We are all about Christ Jesus. We are only 

about Christ Jesus. 

 This has been Paul’s message throughout this letter from the first chapters, 

down to the final paragraphs.  Verse 13, “Be watchful,” Distractions will keep on 

coming. Paul teaches the church in Corinth to be watchful. They need alertness. 

Alert to focus on the core truths of the death and resurrection of Christ. 

 stand firm in the faith, What is the faith? The faith is the core teachings that 

we believe, even when the wider culture does not. We continue to believe what 
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God has done for us in Christ Jesus. We stand firm on what God teaches about sin 

and salvation, death and resurrection. We stand firm on what God teaches about 

our gender being what God gave us from birth, about Biblical marriage of one man 

and one woman, about the welcome of all people to join us in praising and serving 

Jesus – people who are red and yellow black and white, all are precious in God’s 

sight. We call on rich and poor, slave and free, men and women, and people from 

any background to repent of their wrongs and to call on the name of Jesus and join 

with us.   

 act like men, be strong. Paul is not talking about men vs. women. He is not 

even talking about toughness. He is talking about grown-ups compared to children. 

Don’t act like boys and girls, but rather act like adults.  Paul has said this sort of 

thing already in chapter 13, “when I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like 

a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish ways.” 

 A mature approach to life is expected of believers, rather than a childish 

approach to life.  To give up childish ways, or to act like men and be strong is to 

say that when we are faced with difficulties and distractions, we must not allow 

divisions in the church. One main theme of 1 Corinthians is unity in the church.  

Unity does not arise from our same interests in agendas, products, hobbies, 

workplaces, preferences or desires.  Unity comes only from Christ. Nothing can 

hold us together except the risen Lord, and our growing to maturity in Christ.  

 We have unity with a certain tone. What is the tone of our unity? Love. 

 Verse 14, “Let all that you do be done in love.” 

 The church that got a letter from Paul felt loved by Paul. The church that 

Paul pastored feels loved by Paul. 

 The atmosphere of Christian churches down through the last 2,000 years has 

been love. 

 Love is the umbrella truth to show the way that we are. 

 No function or action of a church community is allowed to remain 

untouched or unshaped by love. 

 How does that love show itself in a church? 

 We get instructions in verse 16, “be subject to such as these, and to every 

fellow worker and laborer.” 

 Love shows itself in us getting along. Love is seen in us being mutually 

submissive to one another. In a loving place, each and every person can be doing 

the work of the Lord.  

Why do people in the world not get along? Why is there not an atmosphere 

of love in other organizations? Because they don’t have the Risen Lord. Christ is in 
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the church working on us.  Christ by His spirit can take a person who was a power-

hungry control freak, and Christ can change that person into a willing and 

cooperative participant on a team with others. Christ can also take the approval-

hungry comfort seeker, and turn that person into a bold leader in a position of 

service such as a church committee. The child of God, nudged by Christ’s Spirit, 

grows and serves in new ways. Why? Because a loving environment is safe.  

 Verse 18, “…they refreshed my spirit as well as yours. Give recognition to 

such people.” 

 You know you have an environment of love when you see people refreshing 

each other. Love is seen in recognizing the efforts and service of others. Church 

members are refreshed by church leaders, and leaders are refreshed by members. 

Paul was refreshed by church members. We each have the capacity to refresh 

others. 

 Verse 22 says, “If anyone has no love for the Lord, let him be accursed. Our 

Lord, come!” This surprising sentence is to be understood in the context of a loving 

environment. If anyone decides to reject Christ’s love, that does not change the 

environment. Our love won’t be hindered by that person. Each person who is 

linked to Christ’s love vertically is linked to the love of the church community 

horizontally. But each person who refuses Christ’s love vertically, also refuses the 

love of the church community.  

 When we are not doing well as individuals or as a church, how can we 

restore this sense of gospel community, of loving environment, and the 

resurrection bond like family?   

 We restore our bonds by coming back to Jesus, the risen One. 

 Jesus is the only one who did everything out of love.  

 Jesus is the Only True Son of God, who welcomes us as former sinners, now 

adopted brothers and sisters into the family of God. Formerly, in our sins, we 

desired to break away from God.  It is amazing that we would be re-united with 

Christ. Amazing that we are IN Christ Jesus. This is the basis of our resurrection 

bond with each other. This same truth that gives us family bonds is the secret to 

restoring the bonds of family.  

 Maintaining healthy community connections is one of our core values: 

so we insist on it, we protect it, and we restore it. 

  

Conclusion: As I wrap up this sermon, let’s all remember one thing from our 

study of 1 Corinthians. 

 The same Christ that unified us in the first place can restore our unity. 
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The world is looking for fairness. Treat everyone the same, they say. 

 That is not grace. 

Grace is treating others in a loving way, though they deserve the opposite. 

Grace is treating people with a love they have not earned.  

That same grace is used to restore unity that was disturbed. 

 Pastor Charles Spurgeon and Pastor Joseph Parker both had churches in 

London, England in the 1800s. On one occasion, Pastor Parker commented on the 

poor condition of children admitted to Pastor Spurgeon's orphanage, a home for 

children without parents. The way that it was reported to Pastor Spurgeon 

however, was that Pastor Parker had criticized the orphanage itself. So, Pastor 

Spurgeon blasted Pastor Parker the next week from the pulpit. The attack was 

printed in the newspapers and became the talk of London. People flocked to Pastor 

Parker's church the next Sunday to hear what he would say in response. "I 

understand Dr. Spurgeon is not in his pulpit today, and this is the Sunday they use 

to take an offering for the orphanage. I suggest we take a love offering here 

instead." The crowd was delighted. The ushers had to empty the collection plates 3 

times. Later that week there was a knock at Pastor Parker's study. It was Pastor 

Spurgeon. "You know Pastor Parker, you have practiced grace on me. You have 

given me not what I deserved, you have given me what I needed.” 

 Grace is treating others in a loving way, though they deserve the opposite. 

 The same Christ that unified us in the first place can restore our unity. 

 This is how Paul ends this fantastic letter.  Verses 23-24, “The grace of the 

Lord Jesus Christ be with you. My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen.” 

 Grace and love are the keys to building and keeping a unified church. 

This is the resurrection bond. 
 


