
17:1 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, 13 years elapse between chapters, then. the LORD 

appeared to Abram and said to him, God first appeared to him 24 years ago (12:4). This is 

significant. It has been 24 years since He received a promise—the main thing, of which, is a 

natural-born descendant. The lesson is that “hearing from God” does not mean immediate 

movement by God. We’ll see more of this with Joseph.
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“I am Almighty God;
 
This is that name El Shaddai. Now, the first person we’re told that knows 

that Elohim is Jehovah is Eve. She used both names when she said “I have gotten a man” 

(chapter 4). In Genesis 14, Melchizedek gives God the name El Elyon. Later in chapter 16 we 

have an Egyptian girl calling Him El Roi. They are calling Jehovah certain things that they give 

Him names to reflect His actions. Of course, these names/actions reflect His character: He “is” 

certain things so He “does” certain things. In other words, it is impossible but that He “does.” 

God “does.” Psalm 150 says “Praise Him for His Mighty acts.” It is impossible to know Him 

without knowing His Works. His character drives His Works which drives our worship.
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 Take Elohim in Genesis 1:1: The first thing we know about God is not a characteristic 

outside of work, but rather a work that tells of His characteristics and attributes. The God of 

Heaven is not merely propositional or faith-based dogma. He works. John 5:17 is the testimony 

of Jesus that “My Father works until now…” 

 We are approximately 2000 years into human history when we hear of another name for 

God. Why? Does God take this long? Maybe the answer is in the preceding verse: It has been 13 

years since Ishmael was born. Perhaps, Abram needed to hear “This is not hard.” We’ll soon find 

out that a 90 year old woman is going to be pregnant. It would be a God Who is Almighty to do 

these things that don’t occur every day.  

 By the way, two other people have changes of names in this chapter: Abram (17:5) & 

Sarai (17:15). As seen in 16:11, we see that there really are stories in a name. 

 

17:3  

Then Abram fell on his face, When you see verse 17, we realize that this happened regularly.  

 

17:15
  

Then God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai means “contentious” or “struggled” your wife, you 

shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah
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 shall be her name. Fitting, since she’ll be the mother 

of many nations. God is, again, making a memorial of His Own Work. Abraham builds altars, 

and God presents new names (see 17:1 notes). So the story was told of the major change every 

time the name was used. 

 

17:17-20 

17 Then Abraham fell on his face 
z
and laughed, and said in his heart, “Shall a child be born 

to a man who is one hundred years old? And shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a 

                                                             
117 when he dreams; 39 when he sees fulfillment.   
2In post resurrection Christology, we have a Jesus Whose wounds are in His hands. Even in Revelation 5, 

we have a “Lamb as it has been slaughtered” standing in the midst of the elders before the throne. Why do they bow 

to Him? Revelation 5:9 says it is because “He has redeemed us by His blood out of every kindred, people, tribe, and 

nation.” It is a Christian reality to worship God for what He has done through Christ.  
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 Gen. 17:3; 18:12; 21:6 



child?” It is interesting that Paul carefully selects the Genesis 15 account to tell us of Abraham’s 

unwavering faith. Romans 4 says Abraham was “not weak in faith.” If we are not  careful to 

notice the linkage between Genesis 15:6 and Romans 4:22, we might think this man’s laughter 

was simply a nervous laugh and a happy laugh. Unfortunately it was doubt. Even Ambrose is 

quoted as saying “the fact that Abraham laughed when he had been promised a son through her 

was an expression not of unbelief, but of joy…, [and was effectively saying] as the author of 

nature you will effectively stretch its limits”
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 I wish it were so, but the problem is that we have 

Abraham’s request and God’s answer in verse 19. (Oh that Ishmael might live before 

you…then God said “no.”) This is really something. Abram really didn’t think Sarah was to be 

a part of the plan. Certainly if she wasn’t when he was 86 and she was 77 (in chapter 16 when 

they concocted the plan), how much less now that he is 99 and she is 90?! 

 No in all fairness to Abraham, if Romans 4 tells us anything, it tells us he felt like it could 

happen when he was 76, and Sarai was 67 (jelling it with his age of 75 in 12:4 and the likelihood 

that only a year or so had passed until 15:1-6). Another 10 years seemed difficult; hence, Hagar. 

Another 13 years above that?! Laughable. 
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And Abraham said to God, “Oh, that Ishmael might live before You!” He loves his son 

while knowing Ishmael was not the perfect will of God in “blessing the nations” (Galatians 3:8), 

and yet he wanted him to have this same God’s blessed presence in his life. Do you think God 

heard his prayer? Genesis 25 sure seems to say so! This Ishmael will beget twelve princes 

(verse 20).  
 

                                                             
4Thomas C. Oden, ed. Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture, Old Testament volume II (Downers 

Grove, Ill: Intervarsity Press, 2002), 58.  


