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Proverbs 27:1-27

“Let another man praise thee, and not thine own mouth;
a stranger, and not thine own lips.” Proverbs 27:2

The instruction “Boast not thyself of tomorrow, for thou knowest not what a day may
bring forth” (27:1) continues in this verse, for boasting about the future is another form of self-
praise. Both originate in an evil heart (Jas. 1:14; Mark 7:21, 11) that is thinking about self to the
exclusion of God. Both arise from a swollen self-estimate which leaves little or no room for
veneration of the only One to whom all praise is due.

Lucifer (Isa. 14:12-14), Absalom (II Sam. 15:1-6), Haman (Est. 5:11: 6:6-9), and the
Publican (Luke 18:11-13) were all guilty of self-praise, yet are remembered in disgrace. Those
upon whom the wrath of God is falling are described in Scripture as being “vain in their
imagination . . . Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools™ (Rom. 1:21, 22). When the
Apostle Paul was pressed by adversaries to explain the rigor, sacrifice and sufferings of his toils,
he wrote, “I am become a fool in glorying; ye have compelled me” (Il Cor. 11:5-12; 12:11). The
pride that expresses itself in self-praise is usually not observed by the boaster, but is very real. It
takes honor that is God’s, not ours.

“Praise is a comely garment. But though you, yourself, wear it, another must put it on, or
will never fit well. Praise is sweet music, but it is never tuneable in your own mouth. If it
the mouth of another, it sounds in tune to all ears that hear it. Praise is a rich
never make you rich, unless another tell the same. Indeed—except as the
r our Master’s honor, may require—nothing lowers a man so much
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aw how obnoxious it is to their
loved” self. We are all inclined



