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Romans 3:24-26 

 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 15 

 
Introduction: 
 
     Romans chapter three we are still in the section of Justification of the Book of Romans. In 
our last lesson we covered verses 23 through 26. I want to go back and pick up with verse 
24 and moved up through verse 26 tonight as part of this lesson. We saw in our last lesson 
the difference between being justified and just forgiven.  

Romans 3:24-26 

24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 

25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his 
righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 

26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of 
him which believeth in Jesus. 

     What did it cost you? Nothing, but what did it cost God? Everything! 

Romans 3:24 

24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 

     Being justified freely by His grace! On your part, what did it cost? Nothing! But on God’s 
part it cost everything in His grace to bring about this declaration by faith through His 
grace. “This verdict includes: pardon from the guilt and penalty of sin, and the imputation of 
Christ’s righteousness to the believer’s account” (MacArthur, The MacArthur Study Bible 
Notes; 2006, page 1665). 

     “For all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God; 24 being justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus” (ASV – Romans 3:23-24). We are justified 
freely, meaning “without cause”.  
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     Dr. J. Vernon McGee states “Being justified freely – without cause.” There is no explanation 
in us. God doesn’t say, “Oh, they are such wonderful people, I’ll have to do something for 
them!” There is nothing in us that would call out the grace of God. We are justified without 
cause. It is by His grace, which means that there is no merit on our part” (McGee, Thru the 
Bible Commentary Series, Volume 42; 1991, Page 68-69). 

     We didn’t deserve it, we did not earn it. We certainly cannot work for it, and none of us 
were entitled to it. It was freely given by the Amazing Grace of God. “ Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption as sons 
through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, 
with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon 
us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his 
purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in 
him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having 
been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the 
counsel of his will” (ESV – Ephesians 1:3-11). 

 

“Grace, grace, God’s grace, 
Grace that will pardon and cleanse within; 

Grace, grace, God’s grace, 
Grace that is greater than all our sin!” 

(Johnston, Grace Greater than Our Sin; pub. 1910). 
 

Romans 3:24-25 

24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 

25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his 
righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 

     God declares one Just, because it is God who hath set forth the propitiation. “For he hath 
made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God 
in him” (KJV – 2 Corinthians 5:21). This is what the Cross accomplished; this was part of 
God’s plan of Grace, that His justice might be satisfied.  

     Dr. Alva J. McClain writes: “A propitiation is a reason for not executing punishment which 
is deserved. The Greek word is the same word that is applied to the mercy seat in the Old 
Testament, where the blood was sprinkled. The only reason that God set aside judgment was 
that a broken law was covered by the blood on the mercy seat” (McClain, The Gospel of God’s 
Grace – Romans; 1973, page 108-109). 
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     “Whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith” (NSAB – 
Romans 3:25a). Was it just the blood? No, because what does the blood represent? “For the 
life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement 
for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul” (KJV – Leviticus 
17:11). It was far more than just blood, but the blood was the proof of the life taken in 
death. But it was a perfect, just, righteous life that satisfied God’s justice that served as the 
one time propitiation, once for all time.  
 

Hebrews 9:25-26 
 
25 Nor yet that he should offer himself often, as the high priest entereth into the holy place 
every year with blood of others; 
 
26 For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the 
end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 

     “For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, 
and made higher than the heavens” (KJV – Hebrews 7:26). He was our propitiation, set forth 
by God, His own blood. His sinless life, all of it, from His eternal being to the virgin birth, 
through His perfect life, to the death, burial and the resurrection. To His ascension to His 
glorious second coming with power and great glory. He was God’s payment for sin, to 
satisfy God’s wrath toward sin, so that we might be made the righteousness of God through 
Him by faith - through faith in his blood. 

     “To declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the 
forbearance of God;” (KJV – Romans 3:25b-c). This means within the context of this verse is 
not so we can declare His righteousness, but this God declaring His own righteousness. 
Stating – “I will only pass over my wrath upon sinners, through faith in the sacrifice of by Son.” 
Even the sins that are past, “the cross shows us God’s inflexible righteousness in the very 
means whereby sin is forgiven. Committed beforehand translates an unusual verb, and the 
perfect tense points not only to the sins in question as having taken place at an earlier time, 
but to those sins as somehow persisting. “Old sins cast long shadows”, as the proverb puts it” 
(Morris, The Epistle to the Romans; 1988, page 183). 

Romans 3:25-26 

25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his 
righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 

26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of 
him which believeth in Jesus. 
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     Through God’s perfect plan of redemption He was able to justify all past sins by faith 
through His forbearance; and any and all present and future sins and in doing so, He 
declared His own righteousness in that He maintained His justice. The sins were not just 
looked over, but they were actually paid for. If people could understand this, they could 
understand the more complex doctrines in just exactly what the cross accomplished.  

 
Colossians 2:10-15 
 

10 And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: 
 

11 In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off 
the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: 
 

12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the 
operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. 
 

13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened 
together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;  
 
14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, 
and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;  
 
15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing 
over them in it. 
 

     God’s propitiation that He hath set forth is effectual to all that receive Him by faith. So it 
effects every born again believer in Christ. Their price for the penalty of sin has been paid 
through the Person of the LORD Jesus Christ.  

     MacArthur states that the cross affected more than just the believer in Christ. “The cross 
affected Satan by breaking his power and dominion over the earth. The writer of Hebrews 
declares that through His death, Jesus Christ rendered “powerless him who had the power of 
death, that is, the devil” (Heb. 2:14). In doing that, Jesus “delivered us from the domain of 
darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, 
the forgiveness of sin” (Col. 1:13-14)” (MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament 
Commentary – Romans 1-8; 1991, Page 215). 
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Romans 3:23-26 

23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 

24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 

25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his 
righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 

26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of 
him which believeth in Jesus. 

     So how is one to receive this free grace, the redemption that is in Christ Jesus who was 
the propitiation for sin? By faith, and faith alone. “For by grace are ye saved through faith; 
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast” (KJV 
– Ephesians 2:8-9). As we stated last week, Salvation, justification, imputed righteousness 
required of God is provided freely by God’s Grace through the merits of His Son. It is not of 
yourself, not of your works, but justification is by faith in Christ, and Christ alone. Minus 
nothing, and plus nothing!  

     The question was proposed to Jesus during His earthly ministry. “Then said they unto 
him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God? 29 Jesus answered and said unto 
them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent” (KJV – John 6:28-
29). 

 

     “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him” (KJV – 2 Corinthians 5:21). To be right with the Father, you 
must trust in His Son. Not of yourself, nothing of myself I bring simply to the cross I cling.  

     Have you been made to know who you are? A sinner, are you broken over your sin? Do 
you desire Christ, and His righteousness? Do you desire to be holy, and righteous being 
justified freely by His grace. Then oh sinner, trust in Him today. Place all your trust and 
faith in Christ and Christ alone. For salvation is by grace through faith. Repent, turn to God 
from your sin, and trust in Christ today.  

     Through Christ, His incarnation, perfect sinless life and His substitutionary death. God 
can maintain His Righteous, Holy Justice and justify you today, by faith in His Son. God’s 
love, grace, mercy and wisdom in His Sovereign plan of redemption allowed Him to punish 
His Son, Jesus Christ as the substitute for your sin, so that you may be justified freely by his 
grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. 
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     To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of 
him which believeth in Jesus. Now God can righteously justify by His grace, without 
compromising His Holy Justice. He is not only just “right” in redemption, but He is the 
justifier by faith; the one who one declares you righteous by faith.  

Romans 8:31-39 

31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 

32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him 
also freely give us all things? 

33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. 

34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even 
at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. 

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, 
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 

36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for 
the slaughter. 

37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 

38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 

39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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