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If you would, I want you to go to Romans 10. We're gonna look at one verse tonight. 
We're going to talk about prayer. That's how Paul opens up Romans 10, he opens up with 
a request for prayer and he is expressing himself and saying that he prayed to God for 
Israel that they all might be saved.

Now Paul has just dealt with two of the most sovereignty-centered chapters probably in 
the entire Bible other than Ephesians 1 and then he gets to Romans 10:1 and he says that 
he's gonna pray for Israel and he's just told us it's not him that willeth nor him that 
runneth but God that showeth mercy and God gives grace to whom he wills and he 
hardens whom he wills, but Paul said, "I'm still gonna pray for Israel." Let's go back and 
look at Romans 9. Look at Romans 9:11. I'm just gonna read this. We should be attentive 
to the word of God tonight and may his Spirit teach us not only how to pray but why to 
pray. Romans 9:11, 

11 (For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or 
evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of 
works, but of him that calleth;) 12 It was said unto her, The elder shall 
serve the younger. 13 As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I 
hated. 14 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God
forbid. 

That Greek term there is "me genoito" which means "may it never be." It's no possible 
way. God forbid. It's a double negative that's used there in the original Greek.

15 For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, 
and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. 16 So then 
it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that 
sheweth mercy. 

Do you see the sovereignty here? Do you see how the Scripture is teaching us that God is 
in control? 

Let's keep reading.
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17 For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I 
raised thee up, that I might shew my power in thee, and that my name 
might be declared throughout all the earth. 18 Therefore hath he mercy on 
whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth. 

Up to this point, folks, we've read verse 11 to 18 and this is all about the sovereignty of 
God and God has basically told us in verse 18 he's gonna do whatever he wants to do; 
he's gonna save whoever he wants to save and whoever he wants to harden, he's gonna 
harden because God is sovereign. It almost seems like we have a dilemma here, doesn't 
it? We've got sovereignty and we've got human responsibility and we've got a command 
that we are to pray.

Let's keep reading.

19 Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth he yet find fault? For who hath 
resisted his will? 20 Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against 
God? Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why hast thou 
made me thus? 21 Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same 
lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour? 22 
What if God, willing to shew his wrath, and to make his power known, 
endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction:
23 And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of 
mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory, 24 Even us, whom he hath
called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles? 25 As he saith also in
Osee, I will call them my people, which were not my people; and her 
beloved, which was not beloved. 26 And it shall come to pass, that in the 
place where it was said unto them, Ye are not my people; there shall they 
be called the children of the living God. 27 Esaias also crieth concerning 
Israel, Though the number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the 
sea, a remnant shall be saved: 28 For he will finish the work, and cut it 
short in righteousness: because a short work will the Lord make upon the 
earth. 29 And as Esaias said before, Except the Lord of Sabaoth had left us
a seed, we had been as Sodoma, and been made like unto Gomorrha. 30 
What shall we say then? That the Gentiles, which followed not after 
righteousness, have attained to righteousness, even the righteousness 
which is of faith. 31 But Israel, which followed after the law of 
righteousness, hath not attained to the law of righteousness. 32 
Wherefore? Because they sought it not by faith, but as it were by the 
works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumblingstone; 33 As it is 
written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: and 
whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. 

The Apostle Paul has just written under divine inspiration of the Holy Spirit a chapter 
centered around the divine sovereignty of Almighty God and he's saying what Israel 
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sought for, they sought for it by their own works and by their own deeds and they did not 
obtain the righteousness required by faith.

He says down here that "whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed." Do you 
understand something, church, that the Apostle Paul believed in Calvinism before Calvin 
was even born? It's just the name, the nickname that was given to it. The Apostle Paul 
believed in the doctrine of grace, pure, unadulterated, sovereign grace in that God is in 
control of all things and God saves whosoever he wills and he saves by divine purpose of 
election. Paul knows this, wouldn't you agree? He just wrote an entire chapter about it.

But now look what Paul says in Romans 10:1. Now who has he been talking about here? 
He's been talking about Israel, right? What did he say in 9:1-2? He said, "I'd give it all up.
I'd be accursed if Israel could be saved. I know that's not possible, though, because let me
tell you why I know that's not possible," then he goes into divine sovereignty and God's 
purpose of election and God saves whom he wills and God hardens whom he wills. Paul 
said, "I know this. Do you know this?" And then the Apostle Paul says, "Even though I 
know this," look at Romans 10:1,

1 Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they 
might be saved. 

Paul says, "I understand election. I understand the sovereignty of God. I can't reconcile 
the two but I understand it. God's in control but I'm still gonna pray for Israel. I'm still 
gonna pray that they might be saved." 

God's sovereignty and our prayers. I've got just a few points I want to give you tonight. 
We're gonna talk about the sovereignty of God in God's prayer. Has God, I'm gonna 
preach to the choir here, but has God foreordained whatsoever shall come to pass? 
Absolutely. He has declared, what does Isaiah 46:10 say? He hath declared the end before
the beginning. Our names were recorded in the Lamb's book of life, church, before the 
foundation of the world. God has purposed this. He has decreed this. Then we've got the 
people that rear back and say, "Well, if that's the case, we're not praying. We're not 
praying. If God has foreordained whatsoever shall come to pass and he knows all things 
and he works all things according to the counsel of his will, why pray?" We're gonna get 
there. We're gonna get there.

Number 1, write this down, number 1 is the fundamental truth of the Scripture. If you 
miss this, my friend, listen, I don't care what denomination you came out of, I don't care 
what denomination you're going to or what you think you believe, if you miss this, you've
missed the foundational truth of the Scripture. Point 1: God is absolutely sovereign. To 
sum it all up, I can sum it up in these five words: God is and God reigns, amen? God is 
and God reigns. "Moses, you tell Pharaoh to let my people go." Who do I tell them sent 
me? "You tell them 'I am that I am.'" God is and God reigns. In the armies of heaven and 
among the inhabitants of the earth, he is absolutely, t-totally, bona fide sovereign, in 
control.
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You say, "Brother Doug, I've got a King James and that word ain't in my Bible." Well, go
to the NASB or an ESV, you'll find it. God is in control. Let's run that rabbit. Psalm 93. I 
like this. Just let the Scripture do the talking for you. Psalm 93. We're gonna talk about 
the sovereignty of God and not even get out of the Psalms tonight. Psalm 93:1. Come on, 
ya'll gotta get with it now. I'm gonna speed up. Miss Helen asked me how long that was 
already. I'm only on page 1, I've got 5 pages.

Alright, Psalm 93:1. Look what it says there. Boy, I like that. God is absolutely 
sovereign, amen to that, preacher. 

1 The LORD reigneth, he is clothed with majesty; the LORD is clothed 
with strength, wherewith he hath girded himself: the world also is 
stablished, that it cannot be moved. 2 Thy throne is established of old: 
thou art from everlasting. 

Our God reigns, amen? He's in control. You don't believe me? Go to Psalm 96. These are 
highlightable verses, church. These are memorizable verses, church. These are 
praiseworthy verses, church. You want to praise God? Best way to praise him is 
memorizing a Psalm and just cry out to him. 

Look at Psalm 96, look at verse 9. 

9 O worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness: fear before him, all the 
earth. 10 Say among the heathen that the LORD reigneth [he is sovereign]:
the world also shall be established that it shall not be moved: he shall 
judge the people righteously. 11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth 
be glad; let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof. 12 Let the field be joyful, 
and all that is therein: then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice 13 Before
the LORD: for he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth: he shall judge 
the world with righteousness, and the people with his truth. 

The keynote here is "the LORD reigneth." 

Go to Psalm 97:1.

1 The LORD reigneth; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of isles be 
glad thereof. 

Look at Psalm 99.

1 The LORD reigneth; let the people tremble: he sitteth between the 
cherubims; let the earth be moved. 2 The LORD is great in Zion; and he is
high above all the people. 

Let's skip over a few. Go to Psalm 103. Look at verse 19. Psalm 103:19.
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19 The LORD hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and his kingdom 
ruleth over all. 

He is absolutely, church, sovereign.

Psalm 115:3. 

3 But our God is in the heavens: he hath done whatsoever he hath pleased. 

Hello? God does whatever he pleases, amen? Then these people want to rear back and 
look at something and they say, "Well, God didn't mean for that to happen." He does 
whatsoever he pleases.

Psalm 135. I've got one more for you. It's the last one. Look at, let's just read verse 1. I 
was gonna read, let's just start with verse 1. Boy, I love these Psalms. Look at verse 1.

1 Praise ye the LORD. Praise ye the name of the LORD; praise him, O ye 
servants of the LORD. 2 Ye that stand in the house of the LORD, in the 
courts of the house of our God, 3 Praise the LORD; for the LORD is good:
sing praises unto his name; for it is pleasant. 4 For the LORD hath chosen 
Jacob [there's election right in the Psalms] unto himself, and Israel for his 
peculiar treasure. 5 For I know that the LORD is great, and that our Lord 
is above all gods [little g]. 6 Whatsoever the LORD pleased, that did he in 
heaven, and in earth, in the seas, and all deep places.

Church, he is absolutely, t-totally, 150 billion to the infinity per cent in control of all 
things. 

He is sovereign. This must be the foundational doctrine of our faith. Don't tell me you, 
listen I've got to say it now, don't tell me you believe in the sovereignty of God and then 
think that your free will can thwart his sovereign decrees because you do not know the 
God of the Bible if that's the case. You have not been made to know yet that he is in 
complete control. This is the foundational truth of our doctrine. All the other doctrines 
that we believe need to fall in line with this doctrine. Amen. If God is not sovereign, if he
is not in control, none of them other doctrines mean a blooming thing. They don't mean 
nothing. 

God is and God reigns. All other doctrines and teachings must be brought into line with 
this. Man is not in charge. Man is not the captain of the sea. He's not the giver and the 
taker of life. He's not the breather of the wind. It's God. God is in complete control. 
Absolutely sovereign. So why pray? Point 2, write this down. Point 2 is this: God has 
commanded us to pray. The sovereign God that rules and reigns in the heavens and in the 
earth not only – listen, pay attention to this – not only has he appointed and decreed 
whatsoever shall come to pass but he's also appointed and decreed the means by which 
the end shall be accomplished and your prayers are part of the means to accomplishing 
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his end. Are we there yet? Are we starting to see the big big picture? He has appointed all
the means by which the end is accomplishing his glory.

So let me break that down for you. So not only has he appointed the end, our final 
destination, but he's appointed the route in which we are to take and all the turns and all 
the criss-crosses in which we are to travel to get to that final destination, and the one 
chief means of grace to accomplish the ends is prayer. It's prayer because throughout all 
of our life's journeys, throughout. If you did not pray, you would not trust. If you did not 
talk to him and communicate with him, you would lose that communion and that 
fellowship with him and you would lose that trust with him. God has chosen to work in 
and through us through prayer.

I used to hate to read. I used to hate to write. And now they get onto me, sister, at the 
Bible college. They tell me I write too much. I write like I preach now, you know, and 
you can never preach too much saying. Say amen right there. Alright? You can never 
preach too much but those are means of communication but what's our primary means of 
communication? Come on, women. Verbal. Verbal. Why don't we verbalize our 
communication with the Lord? He has commanded us to do this. 

Go to Matthew 7. This is the means by which God works the end. Go to Matthew 6, I'm 
sorry. The Gospel of Matthew, chapter 6. We know what this is, don't we? This is the 
Sermon on the Mount. But do you know what we are all guilty of? Lack of prayer. 
Everybody in here, we're all guilty of it. It's not an option, church, for the believer 
because it is implied that all true Christians, all true believers are disciples in Christ and it
is implied that they will pray. You say, "How do you figure that out, Brother Doug?" 
Hey, look at Matthew 6:5. What's the first four words? Say it again, sister, "And when 
thou prayest." When thou prayest. Now wait a minute, Jesus didn't say if you pray, did 
he? He said when you pray. Who is he talking to? He's talking to his disciples. He's 
talking to believers. Folks, it's implied that a Christian prays. It's not if you pray, it's when
you pray.

5 And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they 
love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, 
that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their 
reward. 6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when 
thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy 
Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. 7 But when ye pray,

Listen, we're guilty. Pastor, oh, I am so guilty. I've been working on this for five years. 
I've been working on this for five years and I still catch myself.

7 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they 
think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. 

You say, "What are you talking about there, Brother Doug?" Vain repetition. Do you 
know what? Most of us got our prayers memorized. Say amen right there. Most of us got 
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our prayers memorized and do you know what else we do? Come here, Adam. Stand 
right there in the middle. Stand right there. How are you doing, Adam? Adam, what did 
you do today, Adam? Adam, is your wife named Anna, Adam? Adam, what kind of car 
do you drive, Adam? Adam, I couldn't hear you, Adam, say it again, Adam. Sit down. 
Thank you. That sounded stupid, didn't it? I've just got to be honest. That sounded, that's 
what I'm working on. That's what I'm working on. I just done that to Adam and he 
probably thought I'd done flipped my lid. Vain repetition. Adam. Adam. Adam. Adam. 
Why do we do that to God? Lord. He knows who he is. Why do we do that to him? We 
don't have to do that to him. Talk to him just like we talk to one another. Let's talk to him 
like a person because he is a person, alright? Let's talk to him. You wouldn't talk to your 
teacher like that, would you? Then why do you talk to the Holy Spirit like that? You 
wouldn't talk to your mom or dad like that, do you? Then why do you talk to your 
heavenly Father like that?

Listen, listen, you might think right now that I'm picking on you. I've been working on 
this for five years and I'm not there yet. This was brought to my attention five years ago 
and it's Adam, Adam, Adam, Adam, Adam every time I pray except it's not Adam, it's 
Lord, Lord, and we're guilty of it. We're all guilty of it. Do you know why? It's a habit. 
It's tradition. And Jesus said when you pray, use not vain repetition. That's vain 
repetition. We've been commanded to pray and he's taught us how to pray.

Now this is not part of my outline but let's just read this. Look at verse 8.

8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things 
ye have need of, before ye ask him. 9 After this manner therefore pray ye: 
[I want you to notice this] Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be 
thy name. 10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven. 11 Give us this day our daily bread. 

Now, hey, 5-6 years ago, 5-6 years ago Brother Doug in an old fundamental independent 
Baptist church, buddy, I ripped one out, I'd have been like this, "Our Father, O Lord 
which art in heaven. Lord God, hallowed be thy name. Lord, thy kingdom come. Lord, 
Lord, thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven." Did Jesus do that? No. No. He called 
him Father and then made his request, made his prayer. 

13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

Pretty simple, isn't it? You say, "Brother Doug, you're picking on me." No, I ain't. I'm 
preaching to the preacher tonight because I'm still working on that, amen? I'm still 
working on it, alright? 

We're commanded to pray, church. It's not if we pray, it's when we pray. Look at 1 John 
5. This implied truth is that all believers pray. This is God's means of accomplishing the 
end. 1 John 5. This is the confidence that we have in him, verse 14,
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14 And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing
according to his will, he heareth us: 15 And if we know that he hear us, 
whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of 
him.

Let's go to James 5. We'll go backwards on this. We'll make it easy for you all to go to 
James 5:13. People say, "Well, we don't necessarily have to pray." Jesus said when you 
pray. Better yet, look what the Lord's half-brother wrote. Look at 5:13, "Are you sick? 
Then pray." That's basically what he's saying there. "Are you sick, are you hurting? Then 
pray."

13 Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing 
psalms. 

My prayer is answered. Now I'm merry. Now I'm gonna sing with joy. Do you see the 
outcome of prayer? I put my trust in him, I made my supplication to him, he granted my 
supplication, now I have greater trust in him and I am rejoicing in him. I didn't change his
mind or his will.

Go to Hebrews 4. Hebrews 4:14. I forget, we forget at times who we are, don't we? Some
of us may forget we're Christians at times but I believe down deep we all at one point or 
another, we forget that we're children of the Most High God. We're peculiar people. This 
earth is mine. Hello? It belongs to me. It's mine. It's yours. Do you know why? Because 
it's his and I've been made a joint heir of him. He will rule and I will rule and reign with 
him. "God the Father spared not his only Son but gave him up freely for us all. How will 
he with not him give us," what? "All things." Hebrews 4:14. You see, when you pray, 
you're just acknowledging your confidence in that. That's all you're doing, you're 
acknowledging your confidence in that, that my trust and my faith and my confidence is 
in the Lord.

Verse 14, Hebrews 4,

14 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the 
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. 15 For we 
have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 16
Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace,

How do you come boldly to the throne of grace? Through prayer. Through prayer. It's not
if you pray but it's when you pray. 

So God is sovereign, amen, Point 1. Point 2, God has commanded us to pray. Point 3, this
is gonna shock some of y'all, prayer does not change the mind of God. Not at all. Not at 
all. God is sovereign, he has commanded us to pray, but yet our prayers does not change 
the mind or the will of God, nor does it move God. "My prayer got through and the Lord 
altered." The Lord didn't alter nothing, okay? Many people assume that in order for 
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prayer to be real, we must be able to move God to act. Has anybody in here ever moved 
God to act? "Well, if I pray through. I'm hurting, buddy, I'm hurting." Boo-hoo-hooing at 
the altar, and then they're telling, "You've gotta pray through, you've gotta get his 
attention." Please, you're going to move the sovereign, omnipotent, all-wise, immutable 
and immovable God through your prayer? We do not move God to act, our prayers do not
change the mind or the will of God because the Bible teaches us that God never ever ever
nor can he ever ever ever change.

Malachi 3:6, he says, "For I am the LORD." He said in Isaiah 46:10, "declaring the end 
from the beginning," and all the little stuff in between, the means by which the end is 
accomplished. All that's been decreed. Your prayer is not gonna change that. Your prayer
is not gonna move God to alter his plan. I don't care how spiritual or how Pentecostal you
think you are, it won't happen because that's very common in the charismatic church, isn't
it? Claim it. Claim it in the name of Jesus. You can't claim nothing through prayer. You 
can't claim nothing through prayer. It's his and he chooses to give it to you, he will. Be 
careful, alright, be very very careful. You've got to understand something, you're not 
talking to your brother down the road, you're talking to your elder brother that sits on the 
throne. You're not talking to your daddy on the party line who lives down in Louisiana, 
you're talking to your heavenly Father in heaven. You're not talking to one of your high 
school teachers, you're talking to the Teacher, the Holy Spirit of God. Be very very 
careful what you name and claim in the name of Jesus, and for us to think that we can 
move God to act because of our prayers, that's foolishness. Why? We're fallen. Half of 
our requests are sinful anyway.

God doesn't change. Go to Hebrews. Are you still in Hebrews? I hope you're in Hebrews. 
I'm gonna read one verse. Hebrews 6:17, the Bible says, 

17 Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of 
promise the immutability of his counsel, 

Now his counsel, what's another word for his counsel? His decrees. His immutability, 
what does that word immutability mean? Unchangeable. You see, God's already decreed 
what's gonna happen and he's wanting to show you the immutability of his counsel in him
declaring those decrees. You see, the Father's unchanging and his Spirit that moves on his
behalf and on behalf of the Son, he is unchanging as well too.

As a matter of fact, the Lord Jesus is unchanging. Go to Hebrews 13. "You mean to tell 
me, Brother Doug, all three of them are unchanging?" Well, the three are one, are they 
not? For there are three that bear record in heaven, Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit, 
and these three are one. Look at Hebrews 13:8. Hebrews 13:8, 

8 Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for [what?] ever. 

God is sovereign, God has commanded us to pray but yet our prayers don't move God to 
act? Then why pray? Then why pray? Most people would stumble at that. Most people 
would say, "Well, let's just throw in the towel and give it all up." How could we think for 
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one moment that our fallen finite minds and our wills and our wants, our passions and our
desires could move a holy God to act when he has decreed all things? Our prayers do not 
move him and the thought or the concept that we could, it absolutely terrifies me that 
someone could believe that they could do that.

Why pray? Prayer in no way does it change God. It doesn't change his mind. It doesn't 
change his will. It doesn't change his actions that he's going to bring about. The fact is 
prayer – are you ready for this – changes us and not God. It changes us. Prayer is not for 
God, prayer is for us. But did you know prayer is for God because in a sense, and yes, 
confirming it, prayer is a form of what? Worship. Worship. That's part of personal 
worship. Prayer is the posturing of ourselves in humility in total dependence at the throne
of God, but at the same time, sister, with Christ I can come boldly but I know my place, 
amen? I know my place. In Christ, I'm bold as a lion but in myself, I must be meek as a 
lamb, prostrating yourself at the throne of God in sacrifice. "Why sacrifice, Brother 
Doug?" Because prayer causes you to sacrifice yourself, your time, your efforts, your 
thoughts, your imagination, your will in sacrifice, prostrating yourself at the throne of 
God in humility because you honestly and truly know who you are. And not only are you 
making your petition known to him, but you're praising him in prayer for who he is 
because you've been humbled. Prayer is prostrating yourself at the throne of God in 
obedience because Jesus didn't say if you pray, but he said when you pray.

Prayer is a means of God working in me, not to change him but to change me. Prayer is a 
means of God every single day making me trust him more, and in doing so, he is drawing
me ever so nearer to him. Prayer is the means of God, of him conforming me to be like 
who? He was the Son of the Most High God and look at how many times he prayed. He 
knew everything in his divine nature, but yet look how many times he prayed. 

I find myself at night getting ready to go to bed and talk to the Lord and sometimes I fall 
asleep and that's good, that's good talking to him when you fall asleep talking to him, but 
I tell you what's not good and it's very so easily done for me, I've got a very short 
attention span, I get distracted, I find myself doing that a lot, don't you, in the middle of a 
prayer talking to him, next thing you know something will catch my eye and boom. Hey, 
that's my flesh. That's my flesh. I'm still warring against that. 

Humility, obedience, and ooh, ouch, sacrifice. My prayer is my dependence upon God. I 
know God is sovereign. I know God is in control of all things. I know whatsoever comes 
to pass, he has foreordained it and decreed it, but my prayer is the means of me talking to 
him, trusting him for that. "Lord, I can't understand. I don't understand why my sons are 
lost. I don't understand that. God, I don't understand your decree of election, how you can
choose some and pass some over. Why even choose me? Thank you, Lord, but anyway I 
don't understand that. But God, my prayer to you is that they would be saved and I'm 
trusting you, Lord, for that." 

Romans 10:1, "Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer," Paul just talks about election, he 
said God saves whom he wills, but "my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is that 
they might be saved." Anybody here got a retirement plan? IRA, you know, people have 
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IRAs, they've got retirement plans, some people even have a trust. I've got a trust, it's 
called my Sovereign Trust Plan and it's prayer. It changes me. It molds me. It shapes me. 
It conforms me. It is only the person who first embraces the sovereignty of God, you 
must grasp Point 1 t-totally. The second thing you must do is you must reject your human
pride, your self-will and your determination. You want to talk about prayer then, man 
alive, when I've rejected self, acknowledged him for who he is, rejected the fact that I'm 
not the little engine that could and you ain't either. We need to get away from, "I think I 
can. I think I can." You say, "I know I can. I know I can. God, I know you will." Embrace
his sovereignty, reject human pride and constantly praise. That's hard to do, isn't it? You 
know the Bible commands that. Paul commands constantly be in prayer. You don't have 
to verbalize it. We don't have to walk around praying out loud all the time. Well, you can 
be walking down the road, you can be driving down the road talking to him in your mind.
You say, "How does he know?" He's sovereign. He's sovereign. He knows all things. 
That's what draws us to him. That's what makes us to continue to grow ever so nearer to 
God, not that I'm gonna change God but he's gonna use my prayers to change me. He's 
gonna use my prayers to draw me closer to him. He's gonna use my prayers to humble me
and he's gonna use my prayers to teach me to trust every more in him.

Do you trust him more now than you did when you first got saved? Of course you do. Do 
you know why? Because you know him more. You talk to him more. He's answered a 
few of your prayers from time to time, hasn't he? Your Sovereign Trust Plan, learning to 
trust him in all things. That's what prayer does. It' doesn't change him but it changes us, 
amen?

Now let's pray.

Our gracious God, we praise you for who you are. We magnify and glorify thy name. 
Knowing that you are sovereign, knowing that you are in complete control, help us to 
trust thee. Draw us, our hearts and minds, our spirits, our souls every so closer to thee. 
Do this, Lord, through your providence. Let the means of prayer teach us how we should 
pray and give us that desire to commune and talk with you ever so more so that the 
means that you have ordained will bring forth the accomplishment of the end for your 
glory. In Jesus' name. Amen.
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