
Belgic Confession of Faith (1561) 

Article XX 
God Has Manifested His Justice and Mercy in Christ  

Leader: We believe that God, who is perfectly merciful and just, sent His Son to assume that nature in which 

the disobedience was committed, to make satisfaction in the same, and to bear the punishment of sin by His 

most bitter passion and death.    

People: God therefore manifested His justice against His Son when He laid our iniquities upon Him,1 and 

poured forth His mercy and goodness on us, who were guilty and worthy of damnation, out of mere and 

perfect love, giving His Son unto death for us, and raising Him for our justification, that through Him we 

might obtain immortality and life eternal.2 

 

 
1 “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on 

him the iniquity of us all.” (Isa. 53:6)  “He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how 

shall he not with him also freely give us all things? Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is 

God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even 

at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.” (Rom. 8:32-34) “To wit, that God was in 

Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us 

the word of reconciliation. Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we 

pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; 

that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.” (2 Cor. 5:19-21) “Forasmuch then as the children are 

partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy 

him that had the power of death, that is, the devil.” (Heb. 2:14) 
 
2 “Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification” (Rom. 4:25).“O death, where 

is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But 

thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Cor. 15:55-57) 

 


