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Welcome to the Princess Chapel Church in Ashland, Kentucky, Pastor, Brother Douglas 
Salyer. We would like to thank you today for joining us. We hope you receive a blessing 
from these messages and lessons. We would like to invite you to join us for praise and 
worship service in our sanctuary in Ashland, Kentucky. Our prayers are with you as we 
request your prayers be with us, as well, as we do the work of the ministry, exalt the 
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. We thank you once again for joining us and may God 
richly bless you and your family.

Open up your Bibles tonight to John 10. I know we have been in John quite some time 
and if I was in an Arminian church, I would be scared to death to get fired right now but 
I’ve dealt with so many things in John 10, I’ve taken little sections of this and broken it 
down and dealt with so many things and tonight we're going to get down to verse 31. 
We're actually going to go to verse 31 tonight. We're going to start with verse 22, John 
10:22 to John 10:31. But before we do this tonight, I have to read verses 14 through 21 
again to kind of give you a recap of where we were at last night so go up to John 10:14. 
This is where we were at last week. The Apostle John writes under the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit as the Lord Jesus said these words in the discourse of the Good Shepherd here 
in John 10:14. He said, 

14 I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. 
15 As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down 
my life for the sheep. 16 And other sheep I have, which are not of this 
fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall 
be one fold, and one shepherd. 17 Therefore doth my Father love me, 
because I lay down my life, that I might take it again. 18 No man taketh it 
from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I 
have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my 
Father. 19 There was a division therefore again among the Jews for these 
sayings. 20 And many of them said, He hath a devil [or a demon], and is 
mad; why hear ye him? 21 Others said, These are not the words of him 
that hath a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind? 
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There are two verses I want you to notice in this text and I want you to keep these two 
verses in remembrance when we go through this text tonight of verses 22 through 31. 
Jesus said right here in John 10:15, he said, "As the Father knoweth me, even so know I 
the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep." Now that is Jesus who said that. That's 
not Brother Doug that said that. That's the Lord of Glory that said that and look what he 
said in verse 16, "And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must 
bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd." 

These two key verses I want you to remember when we're dealing with the context of this 
Scripture tonight, verses 22-31, this next portion that we're going to go over and I want 
you to know that this next portion of our text is talking about those who would never 
believe. That's what Jesus is dealing with here in verse 22 because he changes his 
location. You notice that's the end of the paragraph at the end of verse 21? Does anybody 
have a header above verse 22 in their Bible? Almost everybody does, right? What's the 
first verse in verse 22? "And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it was 
winter." He's changed locations now. This is a totally different crowd he's dealing with 
now. Now he's dealing with a group of people who not only did not believe but now the 
Lord of Glory is dealing with a group of people who would never believe. Do you believe 
he knew that? I believe he knew that. He's God in the flesh, right? He knew. He can look 
at somebody and know if they would believe or if they would never believe or if one day 
they would believe. Why? Because he is the perfect God-man. He's God in the flesh. But 
I want you to keep verses 15 and 16 in remembrance because he specified a target 
audience of a group of people that he called sheep, alright? Even lost people that weren't 
in the fold yet, they were still lost in verse 16 but what did Jesus call them? He called 
them sheep. And what did Jesus say he did for the sheep in verse 15? He said, "I lay 
down my life for the," the definite article in Greek, "the sheep." Keep that in mind. 

I hope I don't get fired but this is the full council. Do you understand what I’m saying? 
I'm not going to pick and choose and preach to you what...it seems like a lot of this is 
redundancy, do you know what I mean? It seems like since we've been in John 10, we did 
John 10 all the way down to verse 6, then we did 7-11 and then we did 12-21 and now 
we're doing 22-31, but it seems like every week I come back here and I tell you the exact 
same thing over and over and over and over again. I hope you're getting it, amen? 
Because that's what this whole chapter is about, it's what the Good Shepherd did for the 
sheep.

Let's read our text in its entirety.

22 And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it was winter. 
23 And Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon's porch. 24 Then came the 
Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost thou make us to 
doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. 25 Jesus answered them, I told 
you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father's name, they 
bear witness of me. 26 But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, 
as I said unto you. 27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they 
follow me: 28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never 
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perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. 29 My Father, 
which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them 
out of my Father's hand. 30 I and my Father are one. 31 Then the Jews 
took up stones again to stone him. 

That's going to be our text tonight. Now, I want to explain something to you, I want to 
give you a little history here before I get the potbelly stove all cranked up and start 
smoking a little bit up here. This, even though he's in a different location, even though 
this is a brand new paragraph, he's still talking to some of the same people that he talked 
in the beginning. Did you catch what he said there? He said, "As I said before," or he 
said, "As I said unto you, my sheep hear my voice." So some of those same Pharisees, 
some of those same religious people that were right there that saw Jesus spit in the mud at 
the beginning of chapter 9, that made that young boy a new set of regenerated spiritual 
eyes, not only did he cleanse his physical eyes in healing but, glory to God, the Lord said, 
"This may be done so that God may be glorified," that same group of people that 
questioned Jesus, Jesus gives them the discourse of the Good Shepherd. Even though the 
paragraph changes, it's now winter time, some of those same people were right there 
because Jesus said, "I've already told you this once before. My sheep hear my voice and 
they follow me," amen?

So keep that in mind. This is the Jewish celebration up here in verse 22, it's the 
celebration of what we call today Hanukkah. The Jewish celebration of Hanukkah. This 
is to celebrate the Israelite victory over Antioch Epiphanes in 170 BC that came in and 
the Syrian leader that overthrew and took over Jerusalem and then the Romans liberated 
Jerusalem and Israel and all of Palestine but then they occupied it. So when the Romans 
occupied it, what did the Jews do? Well, now they were able to reclaim the temple 
because the Romans said, "We're going to let you worship your God." Isn't it amazing 
how God works? He allowed the Romans to allow the Jews to worship a God that the 
Romans did not even recognize but God through his sovereign omniscience said, "The 
Romans are going to let the Jews worship." So what did the Jews do? They came in and 
they cleansed and they rededicated the temple. This is called their Feast of Dedication or 
the Feast of Lights and when they threw all this big party, this big feast, every religious 
leader in the land and country and their brother came to celebrate. Imagine the crowd that 
was there in Jerusalem when Jesus told them this. Every religious leader and their brother 
came there for the dedication of the temple, the dedication feast of the temple. That's 
what it was about. So that's the audience that Jesus is talking about. 

"And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it was winter. And Jesus walked 
in the temple in Solomon's porch. Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto 
him, How long dost thou make us to doubt?" They questioned him. "How long are you 
going to make us doubt?" Do you remember what they told him over there earlier in 
another Gospel? They said, "Give us a sign," and Jesus said, "You'll have no sign except 
as it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be in the coming of the Son of Man." That's your 
sign. "Here's your sign," Jesus said. Alright, didn't even have to turn on the country 
channel, the comedy central country channel to see that. He didn't even have to introduce 
to Jeff Foxworthy. Jesus said, "Here's your sign. As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it 
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be in the coming of the Son of Man. They were eating and drinking and giving in 
marriage and knew not until the flood came and took them all away." There are going to 
be so many people in this world today that knows not and they won't have any inclination 
until the Lord of Glory calls his church home and because they have rejected the Gospel 
of God's grace, their foolish hearts will be darkened and God said, "For this cause I will 
send you strong delusion that you would believe the lie and that you would be damned." 
Why? Because you rejected salvation. Jesus said, "I would as a hen gather you in under 
my wings," he said, "but you would not." Jesus said, "I would but you wouldn't."

"Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost thou make us to 
doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly." If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. Boy, 
they were missing something, weren't they? I hope you've got your Bibles open to John 
10 because let's go back to verse 3. Remember, what did they ask him, "If thou be the 
Christ, tell us plainly." John 10:3, his sheep hear his voice. "To him the porter openeth; 
and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them 
out." Tell us plainly if thou be the Christ. Look at John 10:4, they know his voice. "And 
when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for 
they know his voice." Tell us plainly if thou be the Christ. Look at John 10:14, "I am the 
good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine." Tell us plainly if thou be 
the Christ. Look at John 10:16, "And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them 
also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one 
shepherd." Tell us plainly if thou be the Christ. 

They should have never had to ask that question. They should have never had to ask that 
question. John 10:3, John 10:4, John 10:14, John 10:16 said his sheep when he calls, 
amen, they hear his voice. They know him and do you know what they do? They follow 
him, amen? They don't put on a religious mask and just come to church on Sunday and 
live like the devil the other six days of the week. They follow him.

Let's read verse 25 and 26, "Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the 
works that I do in my Father's name, they bear witness of me. But ye believe not, because 
ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you." Now, they had what they had, they had 
knowledge here. You know, just like man today, man has knowledge. Let me tell you 
what: you don't have to hear the Gospel to go to hell. You don't have to reject the Gospel 
to go to hell. You say, "Now Brother Doug, everybody..." No, let me tell you what: you 
can be a man in Africa and never hear the Gospel and die and never receive Christ and 
you will go to hell. The Bible said you are without excuse. Romans 1, man has the 
evidence of creation. Romans 2, man has the evidence of conscience that God has given 
every man. He knows right and wrong. Romans 3, man has the evidence of the 
commandments that God has written upon your heart. Amen? Therefore man is without 
excuse. God can use the creation. He can use conscience or he can use the 
commandments to draw you into the light and when God reveals light unto you, you must 
obey that light and God will give you more light and you obey that and God will give you 
more light and eventually if you're obeying the light, God will send somebody to you to 
give you the Gospel. It happened once, no it didn't happen once, it's happened oodles of 
times in the Bible. The Ethiopian eunuch down on the Gaza strip. Cornelius, the 
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centurion of the Roman guard, the Italian band. They obeyed the measure of light that 
God gave him but these Pharisees right here, they had that same evidence but do you 
know what else they had? Oh my goodness, they had about three years worth of Jesus' 
ministry.

Turn over to John 5. I want to show you what they had. I want to show you what they 
rejected. I'm going to go through these right quick. This is they rejected the fourfold 
witness of the Lord Jesus Christ. John 5:33-35. These are in your Bible. Read them 
sometime. This is what they rejected. This is what the lost man is still rejecting through 
and by the authority of the Scriptures. John 5:33-35, "Ye sent unto John, and he bare 
witness unto the truth. But I receive not testimony from man: but these things I say, that 
ye might be saved. He was a burning and a shining light: and ye were willing for a season 
to rejoice in his light." They had the witness of John the Baptist for Jesus Christ. 

What else did they have? Look in verse 36, Jesus said, "But I have greater witness than 
that of John: for the works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that 
I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me." You've got the witness of John the 
Baptist. You've got the witness of the works of the Lord Jesus Christ starting down there 
at Cana with the miracle, turning water into wine.

What else have we got? Look at John 5:37-38, "And the Father himself, which hath sent 
me, hath borne witness of me. Ye have neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen his 
shape. And ye have not his word abiding in you: for whom he hath sent, him ye believe 
not." The third witness for the Lord Jesus Christ and what do we have next? 

I'm not going to read it all, I'm just going to read just the first two verses but it goes from 
John 5:39 all the way down to verse 47, the end of the chapter and what did Jesus have? 
He had the witness of the Scriptures. He said, "Search the scriptures; for in them ye think 
ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. And ye will not come to me, 
that ye might have life." 

Right there is what this group of people rejected. They rejected the witness of John the 
Baptist. They rejected the witness of the works of Jesus Christ. They rejected the witness 
of God the Father. They rejected the witness of the Old Testament Scriptures. And what 
did Jesus say? "I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father's name, 
they bear witness of me. But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said 
unto you. My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me." Do you 
realize that tonight? That his sheep hear his voice.

Go back to John 10:3. That's what Jesus said now, he said, "My sheep hear my voice." 
What did Jesus say? "To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice." Hello, if 
you're a sheep tonight, you've heard his voice. He's the one that called you out of the 
darkness into the marvelous light through another Gospel, through another quickening, 
through another regenerating work of the Holy Spirit. Who baptizes you into the body of 
Christ? The Holy Spirit does but who tells the Holy Spirit when to do it? Jesus does. He 
will come and he will baptize you with fire and with the Holy Ghost. Why does Jesus do 
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that? "All of those that the Father hath given me will come to me. Oh, I am the good 
shepherd. I lay down my life for the sheep." Oh, do you see the picture, the big picture 
here? Oh, we're going to get somewhere. We're going to get somewhere tonight. It might 
just be a couple of feet down the road but we're going somewhere with this, amen? 

John 10:3, "To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his 
own sheep by name, and leadeth them out." Why? Because he said in John 10:27, "My 
sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me." They follow me. Now, go 
over to John 6:37, "All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh 
to me I will in no wise cast out." Why? "My sheep hear my voice. I am the good 
shepherd and I lay down my life for the sheep." You believe not the works that I say are 
in my Father's name or I am of my Father. You believe not these works. Why? Because 
Jesus said, "You are not of my sheep."

Go to John 15. What did he say? His sheep hear his voice and they do what? What does 
the sheep do when it hears the shepherd's voice. I believe that the Bible said it follows the 
shepherd out, right? "And he leadeth them out." They follow the shepherd. They don't 
follow a hireling. Why? The voice of the hireling they do not know. The voice of a 
stranger they do not know but they know the voice of the Good Shepherd. Look at John 
15:13 and 14, "Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his 
friends. Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you." Do you know what a 
friend of Jesus and a sheep of the Lord has in common? Everything. Everything. Every 
itty-bitty thing that you can imagine because if you're a friend of God, you will do 
whatsoever he has commanded you and if you're one of his sheep, he said, "I lay down 
my life for the sheep. My sheep hear my voice and they follow me. You are my friends if 
you do whatsoever I command you." 

Let's take the word from John 10 and let's put it right here in John 15. Just bear with me. 
Just humor me just for a minute. "Greater love hath no shepherd than this, that he lay 
down his life for his sheep. Ye are my sheep, if ye do whatsoever I command you."   
Now let's go back to John 10 and let's read verse 27 again but let's take the words from 
verse 15 and put in here, "My friends hear my voice," woo, glory, "My friends hear my 
voice and I know them, and they follow me." This ain't dots, it's a big spiderweb, Leona. 
They are dots but it's our job to connect the dots, amen? It's our job to connect the dots.

John 10:3, John 6:37 and John 15:13-14, his sheep will hear his voice and they will 
follow him. Do you know why? Do you know why? I'm almost done, you all. This ain't 
fair. Do you know why they'll hear his voice? Go to John 10:11. Now we get into a little 
deep water here but I just want you to know why they hear his voice. "I am the good 
shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep." Look right here in John 10:15, 
"As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the 
sheep." But go down here in verse 26, "But ye believe not, because ye are not of my 
sheep." Now I’m not going to say the words, I don't have to, I’ve already read it. I don't 
have to tell you what's on the tip of my tongue. What I want to say in flesh, I don't have 
to say those words but I’m telling you right here, right now, tonight on the authority of 
the word of God: the death of Jesus Christ did not make a way for people to be saved. 
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Oh, you will scratch your heard. You will slap your forehead and stomp your feet and grit 
your teeth and spit on the floor if you want to but the death of Jesus Christ on Calvary did 
not make a way for people to be saved but he accomplished redemption. That's exactly 
what he did. He said, "I lay down my life for the sheep. As the Father knoweth me, even 
so I know the Father and I lay down my life for the sheep." He accomplished it from start 
to finish and what he starts as the author and the finisher of our faith, he will complete it 
all the way to the end. The Apostle Paul said, "I am persuaded he that began a good work 
in me will perform it until that day."

Why did he do all this? Why was all of this purposed and done? To fulfill verse 28 and 
29. What did he say in 28 and 29? "And I give unto them," who is the "them"? The sheep. 
Who did he die for? The sheep. He said he died for the sheep, right? Amen, he said it. He 
said it twice right here in the chapter. Were these Pharisees down here in verse 26, were 
they sheep? No, Jesus said they weren't sheep. Oh my goodness, hey, it's not about if, 
who, when, where or why but it's about what he did. Accomplished redemption so he 
could fulfill 28 and 29 and what does 28 and 29 say? Right, buddy, it was sealed 
physically in time. It was already sealed in the sovereign mind of God from the 
foundation of the world but physically in time at 32 AD Jesus Christ bruised the head of 
the serpent and his heel was bruised on Calvary. 

He said, "And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any 
man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them," when did he give them to 
him? From the foundation of the world. He said, "Here's your sheep." You are the Lamb 
of God slain from the foundation of the world to do what? "To do what, preacher?" So 
that no man can pluck them out of his hand, that's why. "To do what? I don't understand 
it, Brother Doug." Turn to Isaiah 53 and let me break it down for you kindergarten style. 
Isaiah 53. I'm not even going to say the words tonight, I’m just going to let the Scriptures 
do the talking, amen? And let the Holy Spirit take care of the rest. 

Isaiah 53. We're not going to read the whole chapter. I just want to read a few verses in 
Isaiah 53. Look at verses 5 and 6. Who is the context he's talking to here? Is this Bible for 
the lost world? No, this Bible is for the saints of God, amen? The Bible said, "The carnal 
mind is not subject to the laws of God and neither indeed can be." A lost man can't pick 
this Bible up and read it and be able to understand the deep rooted aspects of the spiritual 
things of God because "the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God 
neither can he know them for they are foolishness unto him, for they are spiritually 
discerned." Why? Because you must be born again first.

Isaiah 53:5-6, "But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are 
healed." Amen. Present tense. That means it's ongoing. It doesn't stop. Amen? "All we 
like sheep." All we like sheep. "I am the good shepherd. I lay down my life for the sheep. 
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the 
LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all." People say, "Right there, Brother Doug, it 
says of us all." Yes, but he's talking to the sheep.
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Look at verse 8, "He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his 
generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my 
people was he stricken." My people. What did the angel Gabriel tell Joseph in Matthew 
1:21? "And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall 
save his people from their sins." 

Look at verse 11, "He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his 
knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities." Oh, 
and look at verse 12, "Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall 
divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he 
was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession 
for the transgressors." Let me tell you what: he didn't make a way, he accomplished it. 
And do you know what? He even put the seal on it when he said, "Father, it is finished. 
Paid in full." Do you know what that means in 32 AD? That means October 1, 1979 at 
Riverview Hospital when my momma went into labor and she struggled and toiled in 
pain, God said, "Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee and I sanctified thee and I 
ordained thee a prophet unto the nations." God plucked me out of eternity and placed me 
into time to work out his grace and his glory in a vessel of honor made by the Potter, 
chosen in him from the foundation of the world.

Oh, one more verse. You say, "Brother Doug, those are all Old Testament verses." Go to 
Hebrews 9. I read this the other night. I read this the other night in Revelation Bible 
Study. I don't know, some of you, I saw some of you smiling. Some of you caught it, 
amen? You see, I know, let me tell you what: I know what my Lord's done for me, amen? 
I know what he's done for me and I know that there is no good in me. There is no good in 
this flesh and I don't want to take one ounce of credit. I don't want to take one thing away 
from Jesus. 

Look at Hebrews 9:27 and this is every single one of us, "And as it is appointed unto men 
once to die, but after this the judgment: So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of 
many," the sins of man, "and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time 
without sin unto salvation." My friend, that right there is what the cross did, it 
accomplished redemption.

Go back to John 10 and let's close this up tonight. John 10:28, right here is what it 
accomplished, it secured. Verse 28 and 29, the cross did. "And I give unto them eternal 
life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand." 
Why? You're not your own. You are bought. You were bought with a price and you are 
kept by the power of God, sealed by the Holy Spirit until the day of redemption. That's 
what the cross accomplished. And how do we know that that sacrifice was accepted? He 
rose again. He rose again and now he said, "No man is able to pluck them out of my 
hand." Why? "I bought them. They were mine. Chosen in the Father, given unto me," and 
God said, "Thou hast power, Son, over all flesh to give eternal life to as many as I have 
given you," John 17:2.
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"My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them 
out of my Father's hand." "I and my Father are one." That right there is what the cross 
secured for you if you're in Christ. Do you realize that? That's what it secured for you. "I 
and my Father are one." What did he say in John 8:58, "Before Abraham was, I am." "In 
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and All things were made by 
him; and without him was not any thing made that was made." His is all the fullness of 
the Godhead bodily. It pleased the Father that in him should all the fullness dwell and the 
Bible said, "You are complete in him," and almost 2,000 years ago, "He thought it not 
robbery being equal with God, made himself of no reputation, being found fashioned as a 
man, become humble and obedient in the form of a servant," and what did he do? "I am 
the good shepherd and I lay down my life for my sheep." Do you know what he did? He 
bought your redemption. That's what the cross accomplished.

Let's bow our heads.
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