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Topic 2 – The Doctrine of God

Lesson 29 – The Attributes of God: Love (Part 2)
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Love is a Choice

• Love is “an attitude of appreciation resulting from a conscious 
evaluation and choice; a high level of interest in the well-being of 
another.” (Gk: Agape) “To approve of, to like, to treat 
affectionately or kindly, to welcome, to befriend.” (Gk: Phileo)

• Love is not an emotion (feeling or emotional response). It is a 
willful choice as to how we will relate to another person or thing.



Love is a Communicable Attribute

• We imitate this communicable attribute by loving God in return, 
and second by loving others in imitation of the way God loves 
them.

• Ephesians 5:1 Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. 2 
And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for 
us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma.

• Love Serves

• Love Sacrifices

• Love Rebukes

• Love Instructs



Love Serves

• Matthew 20:27 And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be 
your slave— 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”

• Matthew 5:43  “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, love your enemies, 
bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for 
those who spitefully use you and persecute you, 45 that you may be sons 
of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on 
the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 For if you love 
those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax 
collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet your brethren only, what do 
you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors do so? 48 
Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.



Love Sacrifices

• Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.

• Romans 14:1 Receive one who is weak in the faith, but not to disputes over doubtful things. 2 For 
one believes he may eat all things, but he who is weak eats only vegetables. 3 Let not him who 
eats despise him who does not eat, and let not him who does not eat judge him who eats; for God 
has received him. 4 Who are you to judge another’s servant? To his own master he stands or falls. 
Indeed, he will be made to stand, for God is able to make him stand. 5 One person esteems one 
day above another; another esteems every day alike. Let each be fully convinced in his own mind. 
6 He who observes the day, observes it to the Lord; and he who does not observe the day, to the 
Lord he does not observe it. He who eats, eats to the Lord, for he gives God thanks; and he who 
does not eat, to the Lord he does not eat, and gives God thanks. 7 For none of us lives to himself, 
and no one dies to himself. 8 For if we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. 
Therefore, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and rose and 
lived again, that He might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 10 But why do you judge your 
brother? Or why do you show contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the 
judgment seat of Christ. 11 For it is written: “As I live, says the Lord, Every knee shall bow to Me, 
And every tongue shall confess to God.” 12 So then each of us shall give account of himself to God. 
13 Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather resolve this, not to put a stumbling 
block or a cause to fall in our brother’s way.



Love Rebukes

• Revelation 3:19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and 
repent.

• Hebrews 12:5 And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons: 
“My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, Nor be discouraged when you are 
rebuked by Him; 6 For whom the Lord loves He chastens, And scourges every son 
whom He receives.” 7 If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for 
what son is there whom a father does not chasten? 8 But if you are without 
chastening, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate and not 
sons. 9 Furthermore, we have had human fathers who corrected us, and we paid them 
respect. Shall we not much more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits and 
live? 10 For they indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He 
for our profit, that we may be partakers of His holiness. 11 Now no chastening seems 
to be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the 
peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. 12 Therefore 
strengthen the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees, 13 and make straight 
paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be dislocated, but rather be healed.



Love Instructs

• 1 Timothy 4:6 If you instruct the brethren in these things, you will be a good 
minister of Jesus Christ, nourished in the words of faith and of the good 
doctrine which you have carefully followed.

• Proverbs 12:1 Whoever loves instruction loves knowledge, but he who hates 
correction is stupid.

• Proverbs 13:1 A wise son heeds his father’s instruction, but a scoffer does not 
listen to rebuke.


