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THE CHARIOT CAME FOR MY FATHER 

II Kings 2: 1-14 – Pastor Richard P. Carlson 

 

What kind of a story begins with telling us the climax at the very beginning? No, 

most narrators keep us in suspense right up until the end.” If Jeremiah, the prophet 

wrote II Kings 2: 1-14 as many believe, he began this narrative so powerfully, but 

so differently and so amazingly direct. We read in II Kings 2: 1, “Now when the 

Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were 

on their way from Gilgal. Only Enoch and Elijah have escaped death in this world. 

Enoch walked with God and he pleased God and God took him Home to heaven. 

Enoch was 65 years old when his son Methuselah was born. Methuselah lived the 

longest of any man, 969 years. But Enoch walked with God after the birth of his 

son, Methuselah for 300 years. At the significant age of 365 years, as Enoch 

walked with God, God took him—Genesis 5: 24. Hebrews 11: 5 adds about Enoch, 

“By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not 

found, because God had taken him. Now before he was taken, he was commended 

as having pleased God.” Now we come to the life of Elijah, the second and only 

other person on earth to escape death. This is the prophet we have been studying 

for these past 18 messages. He was a man of God rough around the edges like 

Peter. He never sugarcoated anything he said—he said what he meant, and He 

meant what he said.  Elijah stood up and confronted kings without blinking. Elijah 

was a mighty man in prayer. God used Elijah to work to pray down awesome 

miracles. Elijah apparently founded and taught schools of the prophets in Bethel 

and Jericho. These schools or seminaries grounded students in the word of God. 

 

Significantly, these prophets in the schools of the prophets were taught about the 

Holy Spirit and they learned to listen for the Spirit and they learned to live in the 

active moving of the Holy Spirit. Elijah mentored Elisha who was the man God led 

Elijah to choose as his protege. Elisha became known, II Kings 3: 11 tells us, as 

“he who poured water on the hands of Elijah.” That was the Hebrew way of saying 

Elisha did everything Elijah needed him to do. There are four significant places 

introduced to us immediately in this history lesson. We start from Gilgal and go on 

to Bethel, then to Jericho, and finally we go to the Jordan River. This was Elijah’s 

final earthly journey and Elijah was going from one significant Israeli marker or 

signpost to another before God would take him home. Elijah was taking Elisha 

with him on this final journey before Glory for him. The trip began in Gilgal at the 

place of separation. Gilgal stands for a separated life unto God. You will remember 

in Joshua 4: 19-24 that it was in Gilgal that the 40 years of the Exodus had Joshua 

leading the people of God across Jordan into the Promised Land. Gilgal was on the 

north-eastern border of Jericho—1-2 miles northeast of Jericho where the children 

of Israel crossed the Jordan. This is the place where all the Israelite men stopped 
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and were circumcised, for this had not happened on the Exodus. The name Gilgal 

means to roll away the past. Only a separated people unto God with circumcised 

flesh and circumcised heart could win the battles in Canaan. Believe me, Elijah 

wanted Elisha to remember Gilgal and be his separated protégé, his holy successor.  

Bypassing Jericho, Elijah walked with Elisha 12 miles northwest to the school of 

the prophets at Bethel. Bethel means house of God. This is where God met Jacob 

where he slept on a stone pillow. God stood atop a ladder reaching from heaven to 

earth. Jacob called the place, Bethel—the house of God. Jacob said, in Genesis 

28:10-19, “Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, and I was not aware of 

it.” During the time of the judges, Bethel was where the ark of God was kept. What 

a lesson for Elisha—Be a holy separated prophet, and always long for the presence 

of the Lord. Then the journey took Elijah and Elisha back to Jericho, to the second 

school of the prophets, 11 miles to the southeast. Jericho was the first step into 

Canaan’s battles being won by walking by faith alone. Elisha surely was getting 

the message—“Be separated, holy to God, desire God’s house and His presence, 

walk in faith to win your battles, and finally, Elijah led Elisha to the western banks 

of the Jordan River, the first place the children of Israel touched Canaan. This was 

straight east 2 miles. Jordan, whether approached from the east or west, was the 

place of crossing over. Prior to crossing over into heaven, Elijah had to first cross 

over the Jordan River. We sing about death often singing Thomas Ramsey’s song, 

“I won’t have to cross Jordan alone, Jesus died for my sins to atone. In the 

darkness I see, He’ll be waiting for me, I won’t have to cross Jordan alone.” 

That’s the background. Now let’s look carefully at what happened that day for it 

was a great day of walking apparently from early in the morning. The two prophets 

must have left Gilgal at sunup—maybe 6 AM or before. I have walked 30 miles 

once in one day. This was 25 miles up to crossing the Jordan. This was a huge 

day’s journey. Now as we turn to this journey that would end in this whirlwind to 

heaven towards evening. There are some lessons for us to follow that stand out. 

Let’s learn eight lessons from eight dialogues on this huge day when God took 

Elijah Home to His arms. What are they? 

LET’S LEARN NOT ALL OUR TESTS APPEAR AS TESTS, AT FIRST. (I.) 

Notice v. 2a. “And Elijah said to Elisha, Please stay here—(that was in Gilgal) for 

the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” This is the true story of two great men on a 

journey together, and the journey together was to end that day, with one of them 

leaving the other, going Home to the Lord. Both these men called down God’s 

wrath, His power, His healing, and yet, they were human like you and men, fellow-

servants of God, trying to figure out how to get through a parting and a passing of 

one’s spiritual baton on to the other. This journey would see the parting in chariots 

of fire and horses of fire and a whirlwind, but in the end, one man of God would be 
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walking back to the Jordan to cross over alone. Some think Elijah wanted to go 

Home to God alone, as he seems to have tried three times to leave Elisha behind. It 

was as if Elijah was saying, “Stay here for the Lord is sending me to where you 

cannot follow. Clearly Elijah was going to leave Elisha before the day was over. 

Was Elijah trying to shield Elisha from seeing him be taken up in a whirlwind to 

heaven? Was he trying to protect him from seeing the departure happen by saying, 

“Stay here!” I don’t think so. Elijah never protested when Elisha walked on with 

him. Why? Is it not because this command to stay here was merely a test for Elisha 

to pass, which he passed? I know one thing for sure. From God, this was a test for 

Elisha that he passed three times because God wanted a witness to this Homegoing 

of Elijah, which God did not have for Enoch. Not all our tests are obvious at first. 

Sometimes when our spouse says, “No, I don’t have anything on my mind,” it may 

not mean there is nothing to talk about. Sometimes when our mentor says, “Well, 

I’ve got to get busy and finish this work, it may not mean you need to scram. It 

may mean you need to stop and say, “Can I at least pray first for you?” Secondly, 

LET’S LEARN NOT TO LEAVE THE SIDE OF OUR MENTORS WHO 

ARE FINISHING WELL. Notice v. 2b as Elisha answered Elijah using a double 

oath, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” ( 3X) So, 

they went down to Bethel.” What’s happening here? Did Elijah want this young 

prophet, his protégé to stay behind? I think Elijah’s spirit leapt with joy every time 

Elisha answered back, “No way, Elijah—I’m coming with you, all the way to 

Bethel, all the way back to Jericho, and all the way to the Jordan.” Elijah was 

finishing well. Notice three times Elijah said to Elisha he was obeying God’s will, 

God’s prompting on his last day on earth. In v. 2—“The Lord has sent me as far as 

Bethel.” In v. 4, “The Lord has sent me to Jericho.” And in v. 6, “The Lord has 

sent me to the Jordan.” Beloved, if you have a mentor, an earthly father, or a 

spiritual father, like Elijah, who is obeying the Lord right up to his or her last day, 

do not leave their side. That is, do not abandon them and graduate onto bigger and 

better things. There is nothing greater about being mentored than being in the 

presence of those who have taught you right up until the end of their lives. The 

homegoing of a saint, of your Elijah, is precious to God, and it should be just as 

precious to you. Psalm 116: 15 is clear, “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the 

death of His saints.” The Hebrew word for precious is yaqar which means costly, 

honorable, full of wealth and dignity, of inestimable value, heavy, awesome, rare, 

or priceless. To be with my father shortly before he went Home and to be with 

Mom at the moment she went Home to Jesus—is of inestimable value to me today 

on this Father’s Day. Both Dad and Mom finished well, and I will never regret 

staying by their side. Sometimes some of the greatest saints call their children to 

their side, or those they have taught or mentored to their side. Jacob called his 12 

sons to his side to finish well. Joseph called his brothers to his side to finish well. 
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Paul called John Mark to his side to finish well. Jesus called His mother, His 

disciple John, the repentant thief on the cross beside Him, and the centurion in 

charge of crucifying Him as He finished well and cried, “It is finished!” Thirdly,  

LET’S LEARN NOT TO DISCOURAGE EACH OTHER BY BEING THE 

ONES WHO POINT OUT OBVIOUS PROBLEMS, PESIMISTICALLY. 

(III.) Notice that the seminary students, the sons of the prophets both in Bethel and 

in Jericho said the same thing to Elisha. They said, in v. 3/5, “Do you know that 

today the Lord will take away your master from over you?” God had revealed to 

Elijah who had probably told both schools of the prophets this was the day of his 

Homegoing. So, they all heard the same word, either from Elijah, most likely, or 

God the Holy Spirit made it known to them all. In v. 5, these fellow prophets told  

Elisha, the prophet, about Elijah--something that he already knew. “Do you know 

that today the Lord will take away your master from over you? Were they rubbing 

it in? Were they seeing a very bleak future for Elisha? Were they saying, “Elisha, 

you’re not going to have the protection and security of Elijah over you tomorrow? 

You’re going to have to go it alone. You won’t be able to stand in Elijah’s shadow 

and celebrate the miracles and victories Elijah has won?” Many folks can spot 

problems. The Lord never said, “Those that can see problems are few.” He said the 

laborers are few. Fifty of these sons of the prophets in Jericho, in v. 7, watched at a 

distance when Elijah and Elisha walked up to the waters of the Jordan. They didn’t 

offer to take Elijah across. They were observers of the obvious, the pointers-out of 

problems, able to see what’s wrong. Many people won’t jump into the middle of 

what’s going on to be a help, but as arm-chair quarterbacks, they can tell us why a 

team lost. On this Father’s Day, don’t point out the obvious. Don’t be negative and 

imply hard times ahead. Be an encourager. Fourthly,  

 

LET’S LEARN THERE ARE RIGHT TIMES AND WRONG TIMES TO 

SPEAK OF HARD THINGS. (IV.) Notice both in v. 3 and v. 5 the same 

response from Elisha to the sons of the prophets in Bethel and in Jericho. He said, 

“Yes, I know it; (I know Elijah is going Home to heaven today) Keep quiet! This 

rather blunt or terse response from Elisha shows the emotions in his heart that were 

too painful at that moment to talk about just yet. When we are filled with grief, we 

aren’t always ready to speak. An arm around Elisha’s shoulder might have helped. 

We aren’t told why these sons of the prophets said this both in Bethel and in 

Jericho. Were they trying to figure out what Elisha was going to do after Elijah 

passed? Were they trying to figure out if Elisha was going to stay with Elijah to the 

very end? Elisha refused to allow his fellow prophets to discourage him. Picture it 

and picture the words of these sons of the prophets. We’ve heard the same words 

in church often over many years. “Well, Elisha, will the School of the Prophets go 

under once Elijah’s gone.” We’ve all heard people say, “The tithes and offerings 
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are down. I don’t know if this church is going to make it or not. The economy is in 

bad shape. Many people just want to speak of the problems. Elisha had the right 

solution—He was saying, “Just be still. Your unbelief isn’t helpful. Beloved, 

sometimes God won’t let us talk about hard things. Our presence is enough. 

 

Some years ago, a pastor who had a member of the church who had been faithful 

who quit coming to church. The pastor went to visit him one chilly night. The man 

greeted the pastor and invited him to sit by the fire. The man knew full well why 

the pastor was there, so he decided to just wait and see what the pastor had to say. 

But the pastor never spoke. They both were trying to wait out the other. Then the 

pastor took the tongs from the fireplace, reached into the fire and picked up a 

burning coal. He put the burning ember on the hearth and watched it. Soon it began 

to cool, and the flame flickered out. After a while, it was cold. Then the pastor took 

the tongs again, picked up that same piece and put it back in the fire. Before long, 

the heat returned into the coal, so it became a blazing ember again. The pastor put 

the tongs down and said, “Well, I guess I’ll go now.” When he got to the door, the 

man said to the pastor, “Thanks for coming by. I appreciate your fiery sermon. I’ll 

be in church Sunday.” Fifthly, 

 

LET’S LEARN TO ASK LARGELY WHEN WE ARE GIVEN A CHANCE 

TO SHARE OUR HEART. (V.) Notice Elijah didn’t let the muddy Jordan stop 

him from his Homegoing. Verse 8 says he took his cloak, rolled it up and struck 

the water and it parted so both Elijah and Elisha made it to the other side. Elisha 

had been asked to stay behind three times, and he refused with a double oath three 

times—v. 2, 4, and 6. On the other side, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask what I shall do 

for you, before I am taken from you.” It was as if Elijah said, “Elisha, nobody I 

know is this persistent. What do you want from me before I am taken up?” What is 

it you want?” Elisha didn’t need to be asked twice. Elisha knew the law about 

inheritance in Deuteronomy 21: 15-17. It reads, “If a man has two wives, the one 

loved and the other unloved, and both the loved and the unloved have borne him 

children, and if the firstborn son belongs to the unloved, then on the day when he 

assigns his possessions as an inheritance to his sons, he may not treat the son of the 

loved as the firstborn in preference to the son of the unloved, who is the firstborn. 

But he shall acknowledge the firstborn, the son of the unloved, by giving him a 

double portion of all that he has, for he is the first fruits of his strength. The right 

of the firstborn is his.” All Israelis knew this. What did Elisha want? He wanted the 

right of the first-born. He answered Elijah, not asking for money. He said, “Please 

let there be a double portion of your spirit on me.” What a wonderful request to 

make from a father or a mentor! Elisha asked for the Holy Spirit that was in Elijah 

to be his in a double measure. Is that a valid desire? Paul tells us in Ephesians 1: 

13-14 that when we heard the Word of truth, the Gospel of our salvation, and 
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believed in Him, (Jesus) we were “sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the 

guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of His 

glory. Jesus in Luke 11: 13 told His disciples, “If you then, being evil, know how 

to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give 

the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him.” Elisha asked for a good thing. It is the 

power of the Holy Spirit that makes people get ready for the Lord. Do you 

remember Zechariah being told he and his barren wife Elizabeth would have a son? 

The angel said, in Luke 1: 15-17, “He will be filled with Holy Spirit, even from his 

mother’s womb. And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their 

God, and he will go before Him (Jesus) in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the 

hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, 

to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.” Ask largely from your father or 

mentor of the Spirit; ask to have their spirit within you.  Sixthly,  

LET’S LEARN TO IDENTIFY A HARD REQUEST FOR WHAT IT IS, 

BUT NOT TO DENY GOD’S ABILITY TO MAKE IT HAPPEN. (VI.) Notice 

how Elijah answered Elisha in verse 10, saying, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, 

if you see me as I am being taken from you, it shall be done for you, but if you do 

not see me, it shall not be so.” Do you want to be the inheritor of a double portion 

of your father or your mentor’s spirit from God? The day I buried my father on 

May 19, 2019, I asked from God a double portion of my Dad’s three great loves, “a 

deep love for God, a deep love for His Word, and a deep love for people.” I believe 

it was a hard request of God I asked, but I believe God has given it to me. What did 

Elijah mean when he said it was a hard thing? It wasn’t too hard for God. Nothing 

is too hard for God. Elijah was saying, “Elisha, this is going to be hard to receive.” 

The greater anointing from the Spirit that we operate in, the more dealings of God 

are required to keep us humble. Anointed people of God are those He has chosen 

specific ways to ensure their humility. “To whom much is given, much is 

required.” (Luke 12: 48) Paul had a thorn in the flesh sent to him to counter his 

temptation toward pride. Elijah’s word was, “It’s going to be costly to receive the 

request you have made, but if you see me taken up, you’ve got it.” Seventhly,  

 

LET’S LEARN WHO IS A TRUE FATHER TO US, WHETHER A 

PHYSICAL OR A SPIRITUAL FATHER, AND NEVER FORGET IT. (VII.) 

Notice, the two men were finishing their 25+ mile journey that late afternoon or 

early evening. As they walked on and talked, v. 11-12, “Behold chariots of fire and 

horses of fire separated the two of them. And Elijah went up by a whirlwind into 

heaven. And Elisha saw it, praise God, and he cried, “My father, my father! The 

chariots of Israel and its horsemen.” And Elisha saw Elijah no more.” Elisha knew 

when he saw Elijah go up, the double portion of God’s Spirit upon Elijah was his, 

and Elisha acknowledged the moment with calling out to Elijah, with the last 
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words Elijah heard before he was gone—v. 12, being, “My father, my father.” Has 

God given you a father whose spirit of God within him, you desire? Ask for it! 

God delights in giving great gifts to those who ask in faith. Eighthly,  

  

LET’S LEARN THAT THE LORD, THE GOD OF ELIJAH IS THE SAME 

LORD IN OUR LIVES IF WE WALK BY FAITH. (VIII.) Let’s close out this 

message with what happened after Elijah was gone in the whirlwind and chariots 

of horses and fire. Notice v. 12c. – 14. Oh, the love Elisha had for his spiritual 

father. He took hold of his clothes and tore them into two pieces. Then Elisha 

picked up Elijah’s mantle that fell from him as God translated Elijah and he had to 

leave behind his earthly mantle. That mantle represented power, authority, and 

responsibility. It would not be an easy life ahead for Elisha, but he picked up that 

mantle and all it represented. They must have not walked far from the Jordan, 

because Elisha now took Elijah’s mantle and struck the water, saying, “Where is 

the Lord, the God of Elijah? Oh my! It wasn’t the mantle that did it. It was the 

Lord, the God of Elisha now. Elisha found the same God who was with Elijah was 

with him. God is looking for Elisha’s here in this sanctuary--people hungry for 

more of the Holy Spirit, people willing to press in, to God, in obedience, people 

who will pray and persevere and do everything God calls us to do. Will you be one 

of those Elisha people? Do you long to be a person God raises up to do exploits for 

His Name in this generation? It will be costly, but it will be worth it all. God make 

us Elishas for the glory of Christ alone. Happy Father’s Day, Dads – Be an Elisha 

for Jesus’ sake. Amen.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 


