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On communion Sunday, the sermon always comes quicker than I expect and here it is, it 
has arrived, so turn with me or stay with me here in Ruth 1. One of the things that strikes 
you as you read the first chapter of Ruth is that there are a lot of tears expressed and tears 
sometimes are not enough. They can express regret but not enough regret to change 
direction in life. They can express sorrow but not enough sorrow to lead to repentance. 
And in this chapter, we find 3 women and we're told about these 3 women that at 
different points in the story, the 3 of them are weeping copious tears and they have lots to 
weep about. Each of them, one of them had lost her children. Each of them had lost a 
husband. And all of them found themselves left in the world to fend for themselves 
without any kind of Social Security net to catch them. They were on their own. There was 
nothing, no pension coming, no state support. They were on their own fending for 
themselves in a world that was difficult.

As you read this story, there isn't a lot of God in the story. Just reading the first chapter, 
for example, not a lot about God. At this point in the story, there are some references. As 
we'll see, they are more packed than initially it appears but there is not a lot about God 
because his presence isn't overt. He is acting behind the scenes. In fact, in the Bible very 
often we have those stories where he is not even mentioned like the story of Esther and 
yet no story in the Bible is as full of God as the story of Esther is. God doesn't need to be 
visible and he doesn't need to be audible in the daily routine of life to be active and he is 
active in this story so much so that we find for each of these women at this stage in the 
story that there was a turning point. There has been a turning point for Naomi. We find 
her weeping, weeping over the fact that she had come to Moab in the first place. Her tears 
represented a change of heart. They represented a desire to get away from this land that 
had once seemed as if it was the Promised Land. Moab seemed to be the place to be in 
order to feed her family, in order to establish a happy home life and for 10 years there 
had been a happy, stable, settled home life there in Moab. Then one after another, 
calamity had come. Her husband and then her first son and then her second son until all 
the men in her life were dead and tragedy gripped her. 

Now there has been a turning point because Naomi has heard news. She has heard news 
from the land of Israel. She has heard that the Lord, verse 6, has given food to the people 
there. The whole reason for leaving, the famine, is over and God has given food. In other 
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words, she heard the news that God's people had food and she ascribed the reason to God. 
She thought to herself, "This can only be the provision of God. Somewhere people have 
repented and God has relented and God has acted and has visited his people." There has 
been a change for the better in the circumstances of God's people. Verse 6 tells us the real 
story, "Yahweh," personal name, "God of Israel, has visited his people." And wherever 
that word is used in the Scripture, wherever that unmentionable name is used, it always 
describes God's action, very often in the form of a redemption. God acting through a 
Goel, a Redeemer, somebody whom he sends to pay whatever needs to be paid, to do 
whatever needs to be done in order to rectify a situation, in order to rescue people from 
danger. God has intervened. Just as he had said to the children of Israel when they were 
in slavery in Egypt and he says to Moses, "Say therefore to the people of Israel, I am 
Yahweh and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians and I will 
deliver you from slavery and I will redeem you, Goel, with an outstretched arm." And 
when she saw the famine was over, she didn't attribute it to secondary causes. She didn't 
think to herself, "Well, they have found better ways of irrigation or they have found a 
new technique to raise crops in the midst of an arid climate." She ascribed the news to the 
ultimate source, she ascribed it to God. "God has visited his people."

It was a turning point, we saw last time, for another woman here, for Orpah. But her tears 
were different kinds of tears. She too had reason to be sad. Her tears were, we would say, 
natural tears. They were good as far as they went but the Bible distinguishes between 2 
kinds of sorrow and 2 types of tears. The Apostle Paul, for example, talks about a godly 
sorrow, a godly sorrow that leads to repentance. That was the kind of sorrow that Naomi 
had. She was sorry that she was in this mess. She was sorry that they had ever come to 
Moab. She was sorry to find herself in Moab when God had visited Israel and that led to 
action. She did an about turn. She started to move the family back to Israel. That was 
godly sorrow leading to a change of mind that led to a change of direction. Godly sorrow 
leading to repentance. That was the sorrow of Naomi. It would drive her back to that one 
place in the face of planet earth where God had said he would meet with people, Israel, 
the Promised Land, the land that God had chosen.

But Orpah's tears, Orpah's tears are different tears. Orpah's tears are going to lead her 
away from Israel. They are going to lead her back to Moab and to the pagan gods of 
Moab. There is another kind of grief and Orpah represents that other kind of grief. It's an 
ungodly grief. Let me read to you what Paul actually says. He says this, "Godly grief 
produces repentance that leads to life or salvation, without regret." That's the tears of 
Naomi but there is another kind of grief that changes nothing. Strong emotion, but 
changes nothing in a person's thinking, in a person's direction in life. Paul says, "This 
kind of grief, worldly grief, brings death, produces death."

When you read the story of Orpah, it asks the question this evening: where is your heart? 
Where is your heart this evening as we start? Let me ask you where your heart lies? 
You're in this room for whatever reason, you have come into this church tonight, maybe 
you have come because you had to, maybe you felt pressure to come, perhaps you've just 
found yourself here and I want to ask you where your heart lies. Does it really lie here or 
does it lie somewhere also where you wish you were? Where does your heart lie? Jesus 
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once stopped a crowd of people who were gathering around him because he was the best 
act in town at that time. He was doing things that were like a magnet drawing crowds out 
after him to see the miracles he was performing and they came to see what he would do 
next. He was the center and the news cameras were there and all the journalists were 
there and they were all taking reports about Jesus. What Jesus did next. What would 
Jesus do today. What is Jesus up to. Who is this Jesus. And people were there out of 
interest to find out what Jesus was doing. One day he stopped the crowds. He stopped the 
crowds and he said, "I don't know why you are following me. Do you know, if you 
follow me, you might end up taking a Roman cross and dying. It may lead to your death. 
It may lead to the disintegration of your life and the destruction of all your hopes and all 
your promises." The people turned tail and on they went back the other way. They no 
longer followed after Jesus. John Bunyan in his book "Pilgrims Progress" describes a 
road to hell from the very gate of heaven.

Here is Orpah, she's on the way back to the Promised Land. She is with Naomi and Ruth. 
She is making her way back in the right direction and the words of Jesus ring in our ears 
as we read her story, "No one who puts his hand to the plow and turns back is fit for the 
kingdom of God." And Naomi speaks to her daughters-in-law. She speaks and she is very 
honest with them. We saw this last time. She tells them to go back to their mother's 
house, "May the Lord deal kindly with you." She is gracious to them but she said, "You 
can't come with me. If you come with me, let me tell you, there is going to be nothing. If 
you come with me, I have nothing to offer you but blood, toil, sweat and tears. No 
guaranteed income. No secure future. No children probably. No husband," which might 
be a relief depending on their experience but it wasn't because they needed somebody to 
support them in that culture. Perhaps this woman, Naomi, had forgotten all of that stuff. 
For the years that she was in Moab, perhaps she had just kind of put it on a shelf 
somewhere in her mind, all this knowledge that she had of God and she had backslidden. 
She had gone right back and she was living as a Moabitess, happy to marry off her 
covenant children to non-covenant Moabites. 

She had abandoned, in effect, her faith but somewhere lodged in her mind there was still 
a knowledge of the truth and when the right time came, when everything else had been 
taken from her, when all the stabilities of her life had been removed what was really in 
Naomi's heart, at its root, when the news comes, the good news, "God has visited his 
people," it awakens faith within her heart and she turns to these girls on the way who are 
going back with her and she says, "Look, you'd better know what you are getting 
yourselves in for. If your heart is not in this, don't bother coming with me. It's going to be 
a rough life back there in among the people of God." And she professes her faith to them. 
She says in verse 8, "May the LORD, Yahweh, deal kindly with you. I want the Lord to 
be good to you. You may go back to Moab but I want the Lord's blessing to go back with 
you. I want you to know something of Yahweh's presence. If you go back home, it's okay 
to do that. Go back. Go back. I'll pray for you when you go back. I'll ask God to bless you 
when you go back. But don't follow me unless you really know what you are doing. Don't 
follow me unless this is the real thing."
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It's at this point we come to the third character in the story. This is our first focus on Ruth 
who is the hero as you can see because that's who the book is named after. She is the 
hero, or the heroine of the story and we discover from this little section we read today 
that this was the turning point for Ruth. Look at verse 15, "See, your sister-in-law has 
gone back to her people and to her gods; return after your sister-in-law." Now, I want you 
to try and picture the scene because when you read this, the way in which the author has 
so cleverly constructed the story, it kind of goes like this: you have Naomi, you have 
these 2 girls, they are on their way toward Judah, toward Israel and they pause in the 
journey and Naomi starts to speak to them and she does a lot of talking. You don't get to 
hear what anybody else is saying in the story. It's Naomi who is driving the story. She's 
heaping on them all kinds of reasons why they should not go with her back to Israel. She 
puts every obstacle that she can think of on the table. She wants them to know precisely 
what it will cost them if they decide that they are going to go with her. She doesn't want 
them to be under any illusion. She doesn't want them thinking for one minute that this is 
going to be an easy ride if they come with her. She gives them reason after reason after 
reason after reason and at the end of it, Oprah, not Oprah, Orpah, actually that was 
Oprah's name but that's just an incidental. She changed it to Oprah. So Orpah saw this 
and she hightails it back to Moab.

Now it's Ruth. Ruth is on her own. Now Ruth gets all the guns. Now Naomi has Ruth 
captured and she goes for it onto Ruth now. She gets the whole thing. "Do you see," she 
says, "your sister-in-law is going back? Go back now. Okay, turn around and go back. 
Follow her. Your sister has gone that way, your sister-in-law has gone that way, you go 
with her. Go back to your old life. Your old life will be safer, more secure than going 
with me. It's going to be really rough if you come with me. It's going to be really bad if 
you come with me. Why don't you go back?" She's piling this on. Poor Ruth is standing 
there. She doesn't get a word in edgewise. She can't argue. She can't, have you ever been 
in an experience like that? There are some people like that, aren't there, they just talk, 
talk, talk, talk? They don't give you a way in. You never, you want to say something but 
the moment has passed. You never get in and poor old Ruth, she is standing there 
listening while Naomi is going for it.

Then Naomi pauses and Ruth gets in and what Ruth says constitutes one of the most 
beautiful pieces of literature that we have in any language anywhere. It is said from the 
heart and there is a profundity toward what Ruth says here that impresses itself on the 
mind of Naomi who is no doubt the source of our knowledge of what she said and so 
captures the imagination of Naomi that when eventually they get to Israel, she talks about 
it to other people because we discover that at least one individual hears the whole story 
from Naomi's perspective these words of Ruth that we read together. Ruth said, "Do not 
urge me to leave you or to return from following you. For where you go I will go, and 
where you lodge I will lodge. Your people will be my people, your God my God. Where 
you die I will die, and there will I be buried. May Yahweh do so to me and more also if 
anything but death parts me from you." Ruth's commitment to her destitute mother-in-law 
is simply astonishing. Just at the surface level, it means leaving her family and her land. 
It means as far as she knows, leaving for a life of widowhood and childlessness because 
Naomi has no man to give and if she married a nonrelative, her commitment to the family 
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would be lost and, in any case, she, Ruth, is a Moabitess and Israelite men were forbidden 
to marry Moabite women. It means that she is going to an unknown land with a new 
people, new customs, a new language. More than that, it was a commitment even more 
radical than marriage. Do you notice that? "Where you die, I will die and there be 
buried," in other words, "Even if you die, I am not going back. No road back home. No 
going back to the family I have come from. This is it," Ruth is saying to Naomi. "I am 
with you for good or for ill."

There is more in what Ruth says here in verses 15 and following. We discover the words 
of someone who has been converted from paganism to following the God of Israel. 
Something fundamental, something deep, something radical has been happening in the 
heart of Ruth that her mother-in-law even hasn't noticed. This is very often how God 
works. You know, sometimes God works in a dramatic way. Somebody walks into 
church and there while they are sitting in church, they are zapped by the power of God 
and they are converted just in a minute without hardly any knowledge, without hardly 
any preparation. There it is over and done with. One is not a Christian, now in a moment 
of time, a believer. But that isn't the way it normally happens. Very often in conversion, 
there is an imperceptible movement in the mind and heart of someone, a kind of 
incremental change, a shift of orientation or priority, of thinking. Something happens that 
precipitates a crisis and that crisis causes what is unconsciously present inside to come 
out. I think that's what's happening here with Ruth on the road from Moab to Bethlehem.

Orpah had shown that her heart was not in Judah, that it lay back with her own gods and 
not with the God of Israel. You notice that's exactly how Naomi reads it in verse 15, 
"Your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods." Her gods. Naomi 
understands exactly the choice that Orpah has made and so when Naomi turns to Ruth, 
we discover Ruth has been touched by the word of God and by the witness of God and 
we ask ourselves, "Whose witness led to this change in the life of Ruth?" And we have to 
answer the question by saying it is Naomi's witness: the witness of a backslider, the 
witness of somebody who left the church, Israel, the church of its day. Left the church, 
went off into the world to Moab. Was prepared to break all the rules and orders and the 
laws of God within their marriage to a Moabite, the outright enemy of the people of God. 
The outright enemy of Israel. Allowed all that to happen. She is no model. She is no 
mentor. She is no example of what a witness should be and yet, even a weak, fallen, frail, 
sinful witness of a believer can in the hand of God be used to awaken faith in someone. 
Isn't that an amazing thing? You may feel that you are a bad witness. You may feel that 
you are not a perfect Christian. Well, there's a surprise. You may feel that you're not all 
that you should be or all that you could be and yet, do you know that God can use even 
your foolishness. That's no excuse for being foolish, of course, but he can use your 
foolishness. He can use your frailty as a means of reaching into somebody's heart.

So when Naomi said to Ruth, "Go back," Ruth says, "I can't go back." When Naomi says, 
"Follow your sister-in-law," Ruth says, "I can't follow my sister-in-law." When Naomi 
says, "Go back to your mother's house," she says, "I have turned my back on my mother's 
house. You are my mother now." When Naomi says, "Go back to the gods," Ruth says, "I 
have another God." This is a confession of personal faith in Yahweh, the God of promise, 
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the God of Israel, the only God there is. Now, this kind of commitment that we see here 
in Ruth has biblical ramifications. It kind of captures some principles that you find 
elsewhere in the Bible. The language is very like, for example, language that we find in 
Exodus 21 which is very law oriented. It's part of the law of Israel, the law governing 
Hebrew servants. And in that passage of the law of Moses, there was provision made for 
the release of a servant from their servitude in the seventh year of their servitude. After 6 
years of work, in the seventh year, there was a provision whereby a Hebrew servant or 
slave was offered their freedom. They were offered their freedom, but the law also 
allowed that if there were cases where the servant had reached a point in their life where 
they had begun to love their master, love their master and their master's family and their 
master's house and their master's servant, they could elect, they could choose to stay with 
their master and there was a little ceremony that they had. It's not the most brilliant 
ceremony that I could imagine but what they did was they took an awl that they used for 
leather work for punching holes in leather and they would take their ear and they would 
punch their ear with the awl and pin themselves or be pinned against the wall. I'm glad 
we don't have that one today. But this is a sign, "I'm really serious. I really love you 
guys." There are better ways of showing it but, "I really love you guys and I want to stay 
with you. I am committed to you. Don't let me go. I don't want my freedom. I want to 
stay with you. I want to stay with you." It's an amazing thing. 

Actually incidentally, do you know what's really more amazing is the same language of 
Exodus is used about Jesus and the extent of Jesus' commitment to people to whom he 
has made himself a servant. Do you remember in the language of Jesus when he came 
into the world, he regularly used the language of servitude. "The son of man has come," 
Jesus says, "not to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many." 
There is a direct quotation of the Exodus account of the slave, the servant, pinning 
themselves to the wall with their ear. But the phrase about the pinning of yourself to the 
wall by the ear is replaced by this expression: "a body you have prepared for me." And 
the intention of the New Testament writer is to take that picture and say, "Here is a 
symbol, a sign, a signal of the extent a servant is prepared to go to commit himself to the 
one that he serves freely. Giving himself freely to the service of that family and his ear is 
pinned to the wall." The second person of the Trinity, Almighty God, does not have a 
body therefore no ear that can be pierced. The Lord Jesus is given a body, "a body you 
have prepared for me," so that he might come into the world as a servant, the servant of 
his people, the servant of all. He is given a body that might be pierced and it's the 
piercing of his body and the shedding of his blood that cries out to us. The servant of the 
Lord crying out to us, "This is how much I love you and this is the degree to which I have 
come to serve you with my salvation."

It's very interesting that it was Jesus' great, great, great, great, great, great, great, great, 
great, great, great, great, grandmother Ruth who uses this same language as she states her 
commitment to follow Naomi in service because, you see, for Ruth, all her expectations 
lie in Naomi's direction. It's a bit like the apostles. The apostles, you remember, Simon 
Peter, the crowds were following Jesus. Many so-called disciples were absorbed in the 
teaching of Jesus when suddenly Jesus cuts in, disturbs them, lays out the cost and these 
so-called disciples go away. Jesus turns to the crowd and he says, "Will you also go 
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away?" It's a bit like the story of Naomi and Orpah and Ruth. Naomi spells out the cost of 
going with her to Bethlehem and Orpah turns away. Naomi turns to Ruth and says, "Go 
on. You go with her. On you go." Jesus does the same to his disciples and you remember 
that Simon Peter is questioned by Jesus, "Will you also go away?" He says to Jesus, 
"Lord, to whom shall we go? You only have the words of eternal life." That's what Ruth 
is saying to Naomi, "I can't go back there. I have no place back there. I don't belong back 
there. I have given my heart to Yahweh, the God of Israel. My future lies in Israel. My 
future lies with the people of God. My future lies there." 

It's very interesting the language that she uses when she says to Naomi, "Your people 
shall be my people and your God my God," here is a woman, Ruth, who has actually 
grasped the heart of the covenant that God made with Israel. You know this language if 
you know your Scripture, you'll know this language is all over the place, all over the 
Scriptures. Every time God comes to Israel, at the very heart of his dealings with Israel, 
he swears to them, "I will be your God and you will be my people. I will be your God. 
You will be my people." And when Ruth uses this language, she is using it in this 
covenantal sense. She is using it in the sense that she has understood that if she is going 
to know God, she has to know God and the people of God and she is going back in that 
direction and the rest of the story confirms her conversion. Later on, we're going to meet 
a man called Boaz and Boaz has heard the story about Ruth's conversion and he has heard 
the story of what she said probably through Naomi telling others and it's gotten to his ears 
and he says this about Ruth, "You are the one who has come to the Lord, the God of 
Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge. You have come to find your 
home in Yahweh, the God of Israel."

So what Ruth is saying to Naomi is this, "I can't go back. I have come so far. I'm not 
there yet. I'm not yet at the tabernacle. I'm not yet at the worship place. I'm not yet in 
Israel. I don't understand it all yet. I have a lot to learn. I still have the memory of the 
gods of Moab behind me. I have come this far but now you put me on the spot and I have 
to say I can't go back. I can't go back." Maybe you are somebody who has investigated 
Christianity. Maybe you're looking into the Christian message and if I were to ask you or 
anyone were to ask you before you came in here this evening, "Are you a Christian?" 
You would say, "No, not yet. I'm not there yet." And maybe what you need to do this 
evening is this, you need to ask yourself a question: could you go back? You are not there 
yet. You have not committed yourself to Jesus yet but could you tonight, could you walk 
out of here tonight and go back to where you were? Could you reject everything that you 
have learned? Could you honestly step back into total unbelief absolutely sure that there 
is nothing in Christianity, nothing in Christ? No salvation in him? That he did not rise 
from the dead? That he is not the trustworthy Savior we say he is? Could you go back? 
Or is it true that you have come so far that the step, the leap forward is actually less than 
the leap back to total unbelief? Think about it. Ask yourself the question. Maybe tonight 
it's coming to realize that for yourself that you have already made the decision, as it were, 
there is only one place to go and that is to go forward deeper into Christ. Deeper into 
knowing him.
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What does Ruth say? "Where you go, I will go." It may be in Robert Browning's phrase 
"the road less traveled by," but it's the right way. It's not the way that seems right to a 
man that ends in death. It's the road to Israel. The road to the people of God. "The road 
you take, I will take." Today there is a way, that way is Jesus. He said, "I am the way, the 
truth, the life. Anyone who comes to the Father must come by me." "Where you lodge, I 
will lodge," she says. What she means by that is she will make Naomi's home her home, 
that is, the people, the place, Israel. It's very clear biblical doctrine that God dwells with 
his people and that if we want to find him, we must dwell with him. It's to the gathering 
of the people of God that we should go. That's where we find God. You find Jehovah in 
the company of his own people and she understood that, that she would find her Savior in 
the presence of his own church, in the congregation of Israel. That's where she should go 
if she would find her Savior.

There is a little picture in the book of Song of Solomon. I'm going to preach on Song of 
Solomon one day. I'll advertise it well so that no children are invited but anyway, Song of 
Solomon and the beloved, the girl, is looking for the man and she comes looking for him 
and she asks the question, she says, "Tell me, O my love, where are you going to lead 
your flock today? Where are you going to lead your flock today?" She's looking for her 
lover, the Shepherd King, and it's perfectly reasonable for her to imagine that she will 
find the Shepherd in the company of the sheep. She wants to know where the flock is so 
that she can meet the Shepherd. And if you're looking for God, you find him, you will 
find him among his own people, the people of his covenant relationship. He's with his 
covenant people. He is always present. The blessing of God is always on the habitation, 
the home, of the righteous. That's why it's important not to forsake the assembling of 
ourselves together whenever we come on Sundays to worship because God is here with 
us. He is present with us. People find God in the presence of his people. 

"Where you lodge, I will lodge. Your people shall be my people." She said this from the 
very depths of her heart. She had only met Naomi. Naomi was probably the only Jewess 
that she knew. She had never met the people of God. She didn't know these people from a 
piece of sliced bread. She had never been to Israel but her heart went out to the people of 
God because of God. Her heart went out to the covenant people because of the covenant. 
She was a stranger to them. Do you want to know her status? Let me tell you, the status 
of Ruth of Moab was the status of many of us in this room. Here's how Paul summarizes 
that status: "You are the uncircumcision separated from the Messiah, alienated from the 
Commonwealth of Israel, strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and 
without God in the world." That was our status until the God of Israel reached out to us 
and included us and drew us in and revealed his Messiah Son to us. 

"Your people will be my people." Here's this woman understanding something of God's 
great purpose that he had declared to Abraham when right back to the very beginning of 
the whole story the promise to Abraham was that through his seed all the nations of the 
earth would be blessed and Ruth has taken that to heart. She is saying, "If it means all the 
nations of the earth, it means that a grubby little Moabitess from Nowheresville in Moab 
can become part of the people of God." She  has latched hold of that promise and she has 
taken it to herself and into her heart. "Your people will be my people and your God shall 
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be my God." Here is Ruth, the foreigner, Ruth the outsider, Ruth the goyim, the Gentile, 
Ruth the enemy, Ruth the stranger, Ruth without hope and without God in the world and 
she says, "Your God will be my God." God cannot be ours until we are at peace with 
him. Paul is right, we are without hope and without God. Isaiah the prophet is right, 
wandering like sheep. We have gone astray. We have gone our own way. More than that, 
like Ezekiel says, we are at enmity with the Shepherd, the Shepherd of Israel until 
Yeshua, Ha-Mashiach comes, the Messiah and he is the great Shepherd of the sheep.

Not only is he the Shepherd but he is the Shepherd King. Not only is he the King but he 
is the Priest and he comes to offer the sacrifice. He comes to offer the sacrifice that will 
turn away the wrath of God. He offers the Lamb, the one Lamb that can bring an end to 
all the sacrifices of atonement, bring an end to a sacrificial system that was repeated over 
and over and over again because it never, ever actually ever dealt with finally the sin 
problem. And the Priest is both the one who offers and the one who is the offering. He 
offers himself for their sakes. He says, "For their sakes I sanctify, I set myself apart to be 
the offering." And he offers himself and he does this why? To bring about reconciliation. 
In order to bring together these parties that were formerly at war: God and people, Jew 
and Gentile. To reconcile them for once and for all in a new humanity, in a renewed 
Israel, a believing Israel comprising both natural Israelites and adopted Israelites.

This was God's great plan and what the Lord Jesus does is remove the enmity and bring 
peace at last so that someone like Ruth, a Moabitess, can say, "Your God will be my 
God." You see, the real miracle in this story is that this woman Ruth forsakes her 
religious heritage and makes the God of Israel her God. I don't know when she made that 
commitment in the quietness of her own heart. I don't know how God did the work of 
demolishing slowly over time her confidence in her own religious practices. Her belief in 
the efficacy of her own gods and idols. I don't know what he used to undermine the 
thinking that had been shaped by her childhood and her upbringing and her religious 
practices. But somehow or other God had been slowly working away at that and in its 
place implanting truth, implanting light in the darkness. And in this moment of exquisite, 
exquisite commitment, in the middle of nowhere, halfway between Moab and Israel, in 
floods of tears, under the pressure of Naomi's intense argumentation and persuasion to go 
back, Ruth says, "There is no going back. There is no going back. I've never been there 
but it's home. I've never worshiped him with the people of God but he's the only God 
there is to worship. I don't know much about the people but they are the only people God 
has promised to work through and to bring blessing to the world through and that's where 
I'm going." Perhaps tonight that's where you are and along with Ruth who is our great 
sister in the Lord Jesus, a beloved sister that one day we will meet in glory, you today are 
going in the quietness of your own mind and heart to say to us around, "Your people will 
be my people and your God will be my God."

Let's pray together.

Father, we thank you that in your great mercy you bring us to a point sometimes in our 
lives where we are enabled by your grace to make the great decision, to make the great 
step of utter commitment to following Jesus. And we pray that tonight in your grace you 
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would make that step to be real in people's hearts and minds in this room. And in a 
moment as we gather around this table, will you make real to us as we eat the bread and 
drink the cup, the reality towards which they point. We pray in Jesus' name. Amen.
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