
June 18, 2017 

The Fall of Antichrist 
Isaiah 14:3-27 

 
Isaiah, chapter 14.  Our text this morning is verses 3 to 27.  Before the reading, we’ll pray.  
Please do join me in prayer.  Father in heaven, we ask that you would bless your word to us.  We 
ask that you would indeed speak to us from your word by your Spirit.  We ask these things in 
Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
Isaiah chapter 14, starting at verse 3: “3 When the LORD has given you rest from your pain and 
turmoil and the hard service with which you were made to serve, 4 you will take up this taunt 
against the king of Babylon: ‘How the oppressor has ceased, the insolent fury ceased! 5 The 
LORD has broken the staff of the wicked, the scepter of rulers, 6 that struck the peoples in wrath 
with unceasing blows, that ruled the nations in anger with unrelenting persecution. 7 The whole 
earth is at rest and quiet; they break forth into singing. 8 The cypresses rejoice at you, the cedars 
of Lebanon, saying, “Since you were laid low, no woodcutter comes up against us.” 9 Sheol 
beneath is stirred up to meet you when you come; it rouses the shades to greet you, all who were 
leaders of the earth; it raises from their thrones all who were kings of the nations. 10 All of them 
will answer and say to you: “You too have become as weak as we! You have become like us!” 
11 Your pomp is brought down to Sheol, the sound of your harps; maggots are laid as a bed 
beneath you, and worms are your covers.’ 
 
“12 ‘How you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star, son of Dawn! How you are cut down to the 
ground, you who laid the nations low! 13 You said in your heart, “I will ascend to heaven; above 
the stars of God I will set my throne on high; I will sit on the mount of assembly in the far 
reaches of the north; 14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the 
Most High.” 15 But you are brought down to Sheol, to the far reaches of the pit. 16 Those who see 
you will stare at you and ponder over you: “Is this the man who made the earth tremble, who 
shook kingdoms, 17 who made the world like a desert and overthrew its cities, who did not let his 
prisoners go home?” 18 All the kings of the nations lie in glory, each in his own tomb; 19 but you 
are cast out, away from your grave, like a loathed branch, clothed with the slain, those pierced by 
the sword, who go down to the stones of the pit, like a dead body trampled underfoot. 20 You will 
not be joined with them in burial, because you have destroyed your land, you have slain your 
people. May the offspring of evildoers nevermore be named! 21 Prepare slaughter for his sons 
because of the guilt of their fathers, lest they rise and possess the earth, and fill the face of the 
world with cities.’  
 
“22 ‘I will rise up against them,’ declares the LORD of hosts, ‘and will cut off from Babylon name 
and remnant, descendants and posterity,’ declares the LORD. 23 ‘And I will make it a possession 
of the hedgehog, and pools of water, and I will sweep it with the broom of destruction,’ declares 
the LORD of hosts. 24 The LORD of hosts has sworn: ‘As I have planned, so shall it be, and as I 
have purposed, so shall it stand, 25 that I will break the Assyrian in my land, and on my 
mountains trample him underfoot; and his yoke shall depart from them, and his burden from their 
shoulder.’ 26 This is the purpose that is purposed concerning the whole earth, and this is the hand 
that is stretched out over all the nations. 27 For the LORD of hosts has purposed, and who will 
annul it? His hand is stretched out, and who will turn it back?”  Amen. 
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I’m sure you remember the initial temptation that the serpent spoke to Eve: “You will be as God.  
The reason you’re not to eat the fruit of that tree of the knowledge of good and evil is that in the 
eating of it, you will become like God.”  And in his sin, or in our sin, humanity has always 
seemed to have an overriding desire, and that overriding desire is to be God.  It’s not to be 
independent of God, it’s to be our own god.   
 
An atheist is a person who thinks himself to be his own god.  An atheist, a true atheist, is a 
person who thinks that their own knowledge is the end of all knowledge.  To be truly an atheist is 
to have truly a closed mind.  To be truly an atheist is to say, “All of my knowledge and all of my 
observations tell me that there is no God; therefore, there must not be a God, and I’m going to 
base all of my life upon my own thoughts, my own conclusions.”   
 
And how much view does an atheist have, or how far can atheist see?  How much knowledge 
and thought can any single person take in?  Does any single person see throughout this created 
universe?  Does any single person see beyond this created universe?  Does any single person 
know all the thoughts in any other single person’s mind, let alone the thoughts of God?  Can any 
single person prove the existence of the spiritual realm; or, for that matter, disprove it?  You 
know the answer to all those questions is “No.  No.”  I barely know all the thoughts of my own 
mind, and yet mankind wants to imagine that he can set himself up as a god, can set himself up 
as the sum of all knowledge, and that his wisdom is sufficient.   
 
Scripture gives us a long series of kings who want to set themselves up as God, or some kind of 
god.  We read earlier of Pharaoh, king of Egypt.  “I do not know Yahweh.  Why should I listen 
to a word He has to say?”  You’ve got to understand, the man who was saying that was god in 
his country.  When he rejects the existence of a god, he’s saying, “He doesn’t exist.  Not there.  
If I don’t know Him, He’s not there.  For I am God in this nation—or a god in this nation.  I am 
divine in this nation.”   
 
Think of the story of Nimrod, that mighty hunter before the Lord, who set up a city called Babel.  
They wanted to build a city with a tower that reached to heaven.  Think of all the emperor gods 
of whom you’ve ever heard since then: the Caesars, the emperor gods of the Roman Empire; 
Alexander the Great.  Scripture tells us, once again—we’ve had it in our readings—one is 
coming who will set himself up in the temple, proclaiming himself to be God.   
 
Now I don’t want to get into debate about that.  My reading of that is that that person is literally a 
leader of the world, a man who proclaims himself to be god.  I think there is coming one final 
Antichrist, one final evil person, who proclaims himself to be God, and who is to be destroyed at 
the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.  But even now, there are still antichrists in the world, still 
people who would try to proclaim themselves to be God.   
 
Think of those who think that by their own stupid little petty laws, they can change the order of 
God’s creation.  God created male and female.  That’s what the Scripture says.  But no, now 
apparently there are males who think they’re female, and they’re really female, though they’re 
male.  And there are females who think they’re male, and juggle, juggle, juggle.  All the 
nonsense that they can possibly think of.  “I’m a woman, but I was born in a man’s body.”  “I’m 
a man, but I was born in a woman’s body.”  “I’m androgynous—nothing nor anything.”   



 3 

 
Come on.  Come on.  My friends, that is a manifestation of the spirit of Antichrist.  Each 
individual one of them might not be an antichrist, a king who sets himself up as a god to be 
worshipped, but that is a manifestation of the spirit of Antichrist, in that it’s an attempt to 
establish laws that are in complete and utter rebellion against the order of God’s creation.   
 
And think of those who imagine that they—if they were just given enough political power—they 
can change the climate of this earth.  “Just give us enough political power.  Let us pass the laws.  
Let us tell you how you should live.”  And when you get into the extremes of that movement, 
you find that you have people saying things like, “The earth’s population should be cut.  We 
have billions too many people in the world.  We really need to bring the earth’s population down 
to under a billion.”   
 
Do you realize how much murder and bloodshed they’re talking about when they say things like 
that?  There’s no natural process by which to do that.  They’re talking about killing.  You know, 
if ever anyone says something like that to me, by the way, I just reply, “Well, show me the way.  
Show me the way.  You lead on.  You start cutting the population—start with yourself.  Let’s see 
how you go.”  But no, they feel that the enlightened ones should be allowed to remain—the ones 
who truly understand the way things are, the ones who truly understand the needs of humanity 
and the needs of Mother Earth or Mother Nature, as they like to call our world.   
 
They’re fools.  They’re all little antichrists, living according to their own little antichrist agenda.  
It’s nonsense and it’s rubbish.  They hate God.  They hate the order that God has created.  They 
hate the fact that in reality, they can’t escape from God’s created order.  That’s why the atheists 
are angry.  They can’t actually escape from God’s created order.  Death is coming to all.  It’s 
coming to them.  Why?  Because the wages of sin are death.  Let’s pretend that there is no sin, 
and hope that we live forever.  And they know they won’t.   
 
Mankind is always attracted to, and wanting to follow after, some kind of antichrist.  What’s a 
rock concert these days?  I’ve been thinking about this.  It’s been a few years since I last went to 
a big concert, but what’s a rock concert?  You gather thousands of people together, and they 
stand and they sing in unison to someone at the front, who’s under the spotlight.  And they might 
be musicians, guitarists, whatever—dancers—you name it.  I actually have been thinking about 
this.  I’ll never go to another rock concert.  I’ve come to the conclusion that I just will not.  Why?  
It’s an idolatrous worship.  It’s a form of idolatry.  It’s making someone God.   
 
Think of the songs that are sung at these concerts.  What is the sentiment of these songs?  What 
are these songs saying?  They’re saying, “Down with God and His created order.  Down with the 
law.  Down with God’s commandments.  Down with righteousness.”  They like to say things 
like, “Love is the way,” and “Love will find a way,” and “Our love is so strong,” and “All love is 
real love.”  And these people are like gods.  They’re like gods to those who follow them. 
 
How many times do people listen to their favorite pop song, till they know the words off by 
heart?  I only wish Christians would be prepared to learn the Scripture that way, or even, for 
example, the Metrical Psalter—the Psalms brought into rhyming English.  I only wish Christians 
would want to learn the word of God the way today’s idolatrous generation is so willing to learn 
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the songs of their favorite idols off by heart.  Because here’s a funny thing that I’ve realized in 
my years as a Christian: The more of God’s word I’ve known, the more of God’s word I’ve got 
fixed in my mind, the more that God’s word controls, regulates, and leads the way that I think.  
Fill your mind with God’s word, and you learn to think God’s thoughts after Him.  You learn to 
think God’s way.   
 
What are people filling their minds with?  The words of these songs—I’m not going to insult you 
by reading any of them here, or bringing to mind any that I knew or learnt as a teenager.  They’re 
evil!  They’re evil; they’re outright evil.  They’re an encouragement to evil.  Am I saying that all 
live music performance is such an idolatrous form of worship?  No, I’m not.  Of course I’m not.  
But there’s a difference.  There is a difference between three, four, five local musicians meeting 
to play—just to sing, to play, to entertain—and what our mass culture is producing and churning 
out moment by moment.   
 
People want to be gods, and they want people who they can call gods, and they want to follow 
their little gods.  And there’s nothing new under the sun, is there?  There’s absolutely nothing 
new under the sun.  We like to imagine that we’re so modern and so advanced—idolatry’s not 
the thing anymore.  Yes it is!  We know it is.  Of course it is.  It’s always there.  Those who will 
not worship the living God, one way or another, worship an idol—or a number of idols.  That’s 
all there is to it.   
 
Then of course, there are those who are raised up to great heights, and their mind becomes 
delusional, filled with hubris, filled with pride.  They start to believe their own propaganda, and 
they start to think that they just might be special.  “I’m the chosen one.  I’m the wise one.  I’m 
the enlightened one.  I’m…God,” they say.  “I’m God.  I’m a god.”  And what happens to them?  
Well, it happens to all of them eventually, doesn’t it?  Death.  The same as for every other human 
being ever born into this earth since Adam and Eve fell in the Garden.  What comes is death.  In 
the end, they all fall.  In the end, they all get greeted in the underworld, as Isaiah tells us, by 
those who came before them.  “And you thought you were a god,” they say, “and here you are 
down here with us.” 
 
Isaiah brings these things to light in our text this morning.  It’s a word to the people of Judah; it’s 
a word to the people who are hearing Isaiah’s word with faith.  And what’s the promise to them?  
What’s he saying to them?  What’s he saying to them about these great and mighty nations 
gathered around the people of Judah, threatening their future?  What’s he saying to them?   
 
They’re going to be crushed.  Their city’s going to be destroyed.  They’re going to be dragged 
off into captivity, and there they’re going to see kings in worldly terms far more powerful, far 
more powerful than the Davidic kings that they’re familiar with.  What’s he saying to them?  
God is over all, and just as God has previously done things like destroy Pharaoh, God is going to 
destroy this Babylonian king—these kings. 
 
I’ve divided our text up into four sections.  Verses 3 to 8, “Humiliated Before the World.”  This 
antichrist-type king is to be humiliated in the eyes of the world.  Verses 9 to 17, this antichrist-
type king is to be “Humiliated Before the Dead.” Isaiah sort of gives us a two-level vision here: 
You see what’s going on above the earth, and then you see what’s going to happen under the 
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earth.  Think of it that way.  Verses 18 to 23, “Who Can Resist God?”  God’s will will be 
accomplished.  It can’t be resisted.  And Verses 24 to 27, “This Victory is to Extend over all the 
Earth.”   
 
Humiliated Before the World 
 
Before we get right into it, I’ll just make a few points.  The song itself is something of a 
masterpiece.  A Hebrew who read this psalm would see that.  The song, or the poem, is set up as 
a lament.  Now what does that mean?  Well, I’m no great poet, but if I were to say to you, “There 
once was a man named Sam,” you would know immediately, Scott’s trying to make up a 
limerick, and it’s going to finish with some kind of punchline.   
 
Well, a Hebrew reading this would see by the way Isaiah has written it, by the length of the lines 
that he’s used, a Hebrew reading this would see that this song is set up as a lament, or a funeral 
dirge; that though it’s set up to the music or the timing of a lament or a funeral dirge, it’s actually 
filled with dark humour.  The king is being ridiculed.   
 
For example, verse 8: “The cypresses rejoice at you, the cedars of Lebanon, saying, ‘Since you 
were laid low, no woodcutter comes up against us.’”  The trees are laughing at the fall of the 
king.  Or how about what the shades who are under earth have to say, verse 10: “You too have 
become as weak as we! You have become like us! 11 Your pomp is brought down to Sheol, the 
sound of your harps; maggots are laid as a bed beneath you, and worms are your covers.”  You 
hear the sarcasm, the wit, the laughter.  This is sort of jeering at this king.   
 
The last time I attended a Rugby League match, many years ago, I was a coach driver and took a 
busload of people to a game in Sydney at the football stadium there.  I think the game was 
between the Dragons and the Broncos, not that that means anything much, but playing for the 
Broncos at that time was the star footballer, who at that time was reputed to be the best player in 
all the world.  You know, he was the hottest thing there was—the greatest player in all the world.  
You could see over a few years of his career, this actually got to this guy’s head—all the praise 
he was receiving about being the best in the world, and maybe the best there had ever been.   
 
And if you take a coach to a football match, there’s a place set aside for you, so I was pretty 
close to the game.  I could see what was happening and could actually hear some of the things 
the players were saying.  And around about fifteen minutes from the end of this match, the player 
who was being praised as being the greatest player in the world, conceded a penalty, which gave 
the advantage to the Dragons.  But not only did he concede the penalty, he began to argue with 
the referee, trying to explain that the referee had got it all wrong, and he should listen to him, 
because it was to be done this way.  And the referee got annoyed with him and penalized him 
again, and they lost ten meters of territory, according to the rules of the game.  And the jeering 
and the laughter from the crowd around me when this happened—I can’t repeat the words—but 
oh my, how the mighty had fallen!  He was only as far from me as the end of that hall, and I was 
sitting in a full section of the stadium, and did that full section of the stadium give him what for!  
And he was being invited to continue the argument.  Maybe if he’d kept speaking, he could get 
his team all the way down to the other end of the field, where they’d be defending their own try 
line.   
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The jeering and the laughter—that’s the picture Isaiah is painting here concerning this king of 
Babylon, this supposed great and mighty one.  The people are laughing their heads off.  “Oh, the 
greatest king in all the earth—Oh, look!  You’re laying in maggots and you’re covered in worms.  
Oh, dear!”  That’s the picture Isaiah’s giving.  So you’ve got a poem that’s set up as a lament, 
and yet the words are totally sarcastic—sarcastic, dark humour being directed at this once-
supposedly mighty king.   
 
Let’s start reading, then, verses 3 to 8.  Humiliated in the sight of the world, or humiliated before 
the world—“When the LORD has given you rest from your pain and turmoil and the hard service 
with which you were made to serve, 4 you will take up this taunt against the king of Babylon: 
‘How the oppressor has ceased, the insolent fury ceased! 5 The LORD has broken the staff of the 
wicked, the scepter of rulers, 6 that struck the peoples in wrath with unceasing blows, that ruled 
the nations in anger with unrelenting persecution. 7 The whole earth is at rest and quiet; they 
break forth into singing. 8 The cypresses rejoice at you, the cedars of Lebanon, saying, “Since 
you were laid low, no woodcutter comes up against us.”’” 
 
The whole earth is at rest and quiet, and then they break forth into singing!  “Ah, hah! he’s dead!  
He’s gone!”  What a picture.  Notice in verse 5, there’s direct reference back to Isaiah 9, verse 4.  
It speaks of the staff of the wicked and the scepter of rulers.  Turn back to Isaiah chapter 9.  
We’ll read verses 2, 3, and 4.  We know that this is speaking of the coming of the Messiah, the 
Saviour.  Isaiah 9, verse 2:  
 
“2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep 
darkness, on them has light shone. 3 You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4 For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have 
broken as on the day of Midian.”  What’s being broken?  The staff and the rod.  The coming of 
Christ will break the staff and the rod.   
 
Now looking back at Isaiah 14, verse 5: “The LORD has broken the staff of the wicked, the 
scepter of rulers.”  “Staff”—that word that’s translated in Isaiah 14 as scepter is the same word 
as “rod.”  The LORD has broken the staff and the rod.  When God’s people are rescued, when 
God’s people are saved, the Evil One is cast down; he’s defeated; he’s brought down; he’s made 
to be nothing.  That’s the way it was when God rescued His people from Egypt.  It wasn’t 
enough that God got them out of Egypt.  It wasn’t enough that He got them across the Red Sea.  
He not only got them out and then He got them across, He had to destroy their enemies to make 
the victory complete.   
 
Imagine you’re a people who’ve been held in bondage and slavery and fear, hard labour.  
Beatings were the way of your life.  And if you were a married couple and you had male 
children, you could expect that they should be killed.  Remember that’s how harsh the Pharaoh 
was.  Imagine—you been taken out of his land, this great power against which you can’t stand, 
this great power which has conditioned you to defeat all of your life.   
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You know, I know a person who grew up in an abusive household.  From the age of 16 onwards, 
this young man was actually bigger than his dad who was abusing him.  He was big enough and 
strong enough, but it wasn’t until he was 24 that he found the courage to actually stand up to his 
father, because he’d been conditioned to fear the man, conditioned to back down every time he 
saw his dad’s anger.   
 
Well imagine this nation of people rescued from under the hand of Pharaoh—for generations, 
conditioned to fear the Egyptians, conditioned to back down, conditioned to cringe, trained to 
expect a beating, trained to expect death at the hands of the soldiers, and then standing on the 
shore of the sea, they see the water closing up over Pharaoh and his armies.  “Ohhh!  Ohhh!”  
That’s why they started to sing and dance.  That’s why there’s a song there.  “Ohhh!  These ones 
that have stood over us for as long as we can remember—they’re dead!  They’re dead!  They’re 
never coming out of that water again.  Let’s sing!  Let’s party for just a few minutes here.  Let’s 
rejoice!  Those who oppressed us have been killed!” 
 
And that’s the picture we’re given here in the book of Isaiah.  God’s people can expect to see 
their enemy destroyed.  God’s people can expect to see their enemy laid low, humiliated, made 
to look ridiculous in the eyes of the world.  We may suffer for a time.  In the will of God, we 
may suffer for a time, but always remember, God’s on our side.   
 
The pride of those fools who say that there’s a “side” to history.  You want to be on the winning 
side of history?  I’ll tell you what the winning side of history is: It’s God’s side of history.  God’s 
people are always the winners and are always on the winning side of history, no matter what 
happens.  What nonsense.  What rubbish.  Was Hitler on the winning side of history, or Mao, 
Stalin, Pol Pot—were they on the winning side of history as they rose up and rebelled against 
God and sought to persecute His people?  They thought they were.  They thought they were 
bringing in great social change.  They thought they were changing humanity and the history of 
the world.  What changed?  In the end, not much.  Is the church still growing?  Yes.  “I will build 
my church.”  They can’t defeat us.  They can have momentary victories, they can look 
temporarily as though they’re in charge and it’s all going their way. but they can’t win.  In that 
final day, we will see our enemies humiliated.   
 
Remember in the book of Revelation, you’re given a picture—God’s people see something.  
What do they see? They see the Antichrist cast into the lake of fire.  They see the false prophet 
cast into the lake of fire.  And then finally, they see Satan cast into the lake of fire.  I shouldn’t 
say “finally,” but in terms of those big three, the big three evil faces that are brought before us in 
the book of Revelation, you see them cast into the lake of fire.  You see them brought down, 
humiliated.  “You thought you were powerful?  Well, here’s the way it is—I judge you.  Eternal 
destruction.  Hell fire.  Gone.”  Gone.  God’s people will be rejoicing.  We’ll be partying.  We’ll 
be laughing our heads off.  Such will be our joy at the goodness of God on that day, as all the 
wicked ones are destroyed.  All of those who have hated God’s people, all of those who have 
hated God’s church will get their just deserts.   
 
Let’s have a quick look at verses 7 and 8.  I’ve already spoken a little about this.  “7 The whole 
earth is at rest and quiet; they break forth into singing. 8 The cypresses rejoice at you, the cedars 
of Lebanon, saying, ‘Since you were laid low, no woodcutter comes up against us.’”  Think of 



 8 

Romans chapter 8, verse 22, where the Apostle Paul speaks of how all of creation groans under 
the burden of sin.  And what’s the picture here?  When this antichrist-type king is destroyed, 
creation stops groaning.  Creation starts singing.  Creation starts rejoicing.  The groaning’s 
finished.  The joy and the rejoicing begins.   
 
Humiliated Before the Dead 
 
Let’s move on now and look at the next section, verses 9 to 17.  “Humiliated Before the Dead,” 
or “Humiliated in the Sight of the Dead.”  Let’s read, starting at verse 9 of Isaiah 14: 
 
“9 Sheol beneath is stirred up to meet you when you come; it rouses the shades to greet you, all 
who were leaders of the earth; it raises from their thrones all who were kings of the nations. 
10 All of them will answer and say to you: ‘You too have become as weak as we! You have 
become like us!’ 11 Your pomp is brought down to Sheol, the sound of your harps; maggots are 
laid as a bed beneath you, and worms are your covers.’ 
 
“12 ‘How you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star, son of Dawn! How you are cut down to the 
ground, you who laid the nations low! 13 You said in your heart, “I will ascend to heaven; above 
the stars of God I will set my throne on high; I will sit on the mount of assembly in the far 
reaches of the north; 14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the 
Most High.” 15 But you are brought down to Sheol, to the far reaches of the pit. 16 Those who see 
you will stare at you and ponder over you: “Is this the man who made the earth tremble, who 
shook kingdoms, 17 who made the world like a desert and overthrew its cities, who did not let his 
prisoners go home?”’” 
 
Here we have this great and mighty king being laughed over by other dead kings.  They make 
fun of him, they laugh at him, they rejoice over his death.  Many people have picked this up and 
have considered that this is teaching concerning the Devil himself.  The King James and New 
King James Versions say, “How are thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer,” son of the dawn.  It’s a 
fair translation.  It’s not wrong and it’s not bad, but this is actually a prophecy concerning a king 
who has set himself up as God.  It’s not a direct prophecy to and about the Devil himself.   
 
Inasmuch as that king, in setting himself up as God is an antichrist, and therefore a servant of 
Satan, in that way, it does reveal to us the nature of the Devil himself.  For example, “I will 
ascend to heaven.  I will set my throne on high.  I will sit on the mount of the assembly.”  These 
are the things that this king says.  Now what was one of the temptations that Satan tried to use 
against our Lord?  “If you will worship me.  If you will fall at my feet and worship me, I will 
give you the nations of the world.”   
 
And so you see that this king does reflect the character of the god whom he actually serves, the 
god whom he actually serves being that fallen one, Satan himself.  “You are fallen from heaven, 
O Day Star, son of Dawn,” looking at verse 12.  Fallen—fallen from heaven.  I think it’s poetic 
language; I don’t think this king ever actually went to heaven.  We’re told in John chapter 3 that 
no one has ascended to heaven, apart from the Son of man.  It’s poetic language. 
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Let’s have a look at a couple of things in the Psalms.  Turn to Psalm 15—the rebellion of a king 
who thinks that he is going to ascend to heaven; he is going to sit on the Mount of the Assembly; 
he is going to ascend above the heights of the clouds—I will make myself like the Most High.  
Let’s have a look at Psalm 15.  It’s a short Psalm:  
 
“1 O LORD, who shall sojourn in your tent? Who shall dwell on your holy hill? 2 He who walks 
blamelessly and does what is right and speaks truth in his heart; 3 who does not slander with his 
tongue and does no evil to his neighbor, nor takes up a reproach against his friend; 4 in whose 
eyes a vile person is despised, but who honors those who fear the LORD; who swears to his own 
hurt and does not change; 5 who does not put out his money at interest and does not take a bribe 
against the innocent. He who does these things shall never be moved.” 
 
Turn to Psalm 91, verses 1 and 2: “1 He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide 
in the shadow of the Almighty. 2 I will say to the LORD, ‘My refuge and my fortress, my God, in 
whom I trust.’” 
 
What chance has this king got of actually dwelling in heaven?  What chance has he got of 
elevating himself above God most high?  What kind of stupidity possesses the heart of a man 
that he sets himself to be a god, a man that he would dare call himself God, a man that he would 
imagine that he was divine?  What nonsense.  Who dwells in the presence of God?  One who is 
pure in heart; one who obeys; one who loves God; one whose very character reflects God.   
 
Who dwells in the shadow of the Most High?  The Lord Jesus Christ.  One who is like Jesus.  
That Psalm, Psalm 15, who fulfilled it?  Jesus.  Who was the one, who was the man who lived on 
earth in that way, who made promises and kept them, to His own harm?  Think of that.  
Ultimately, the death of the Lord Jesus is the promise of God that He will save His people, that 
they will live in His presence forever at His own cost!  Jesus kept the promises of God, the Son 
of God kept the promises of God, to His own hurt.  He suffered for His people, that His people 
could be reconciled to God.   
 
It’s the humble man, isn’t it?  It’s the true worshipper who gets to come into the presence of 
God, not a king.  We don’t choose to ascend on high.  We don’t set ourselves up as the people 
who come into the presence of God.  Who comes into the presence of God?  The one that God 
calls into His presence, the one that God takes hold of by His Spirit, through His word, that’s the 
one who comes into the presence of God—the one who has been cleansed of sin.  It doesn’t 
matter how great or mighty a king is, he’s going to die and see corruption. 
 
Think of what it said about this king when he falls.  Maggots would be his bed beneath him and 
worms would be his covers.  Turn back in Psalms to Psalm 16, starting at verse 8: “8 I have set 
the LORD always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken. 9 Therefore my 
heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; my flesh also dwells secure.10 For you will not 
abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your holy one see corruption.”  You will not abandon my soul 
to Sheol, or let your holy one see corruption.  Now who remembers where this passage was used 
in the New Testament, and how?  Acts chapter 2, the first preaching of the gospel by the Apostle 
Peter.  This passage shows that Jesus was resurrected from the dead.  This is a resurrection 
passage.  “You will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your holy one see corruption.”   
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You see, there’s a comparison starting to work here.  There’s something that we’re to see here in 
this passage of Isaiah, and that is that there is a king to whom these things do not apply.  There is 
actually a king who does ascend to heaven, a king who has broken the staff of the wicked and the 
scepter of the rulers.  There’s a king who is not a rejected branch.  There is a king who is not a 
rejected branch.  Now look at Isaiah 14, verse 19.  I know it’s out of the section that we’re 
looking at.  “19 but you are cast out, away from your grave, like a loathed branch.”  Like a 
loathed branch.  Who remembers Isaiah chapter 11?  “1 There shall come forth a shoot from the 
stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.”   
 
You see, there’s the Christ, the Messiah, the real Christ, and there’s the Antichrist, the against-
Christ, the instead-of-Christ type figure.  And God here is saying that His rejection of the 
Antichrist-type figure is total and complete.  And His acceptance of the Christ is complete and 
total.  This Antichrist, who would in his foolish pride set himself against God and against His 
anointed, is going to be destroyed.  And in the way that he is destroyed, in its opposite, or in its 
antithesis, the Christ is going to be glorified.  He’s going to be raised on high. 
 
And so, back into Isaiah chapter 14, verse 12, we have this picture of this king who is fallen—
fallen from heaven.  And that picture is used in other parts of Scripture.  We won’t turn there, but 
in Revelation chapter 6, verse 13; chapter 8, verse 10; chapter 9, verse 1—you get that picture of 
Satan being cast out of heaven and falling to the earth like a falling star, cast down.  And that’s 
why people often make the connection between this passage and the book of Revelation.  It’s not 
terrible, but it’s just not quite right.  This is specifically a prophecy against a king who has set 
himself up as a god.   
 
For Who Can Resist God? 
 
Let’s go on.  Verses 18 to 23 is the next section.  “For Who Can Resist God” is the subtitle I’ve 
given it.  “18 ‘All the kings of the nations lie in glory, each in his own tomb; 19 but you are cast 
out, away from your grave, like a loathed branch, clothed with the slain, those pierced by the 
sword, who go down to the stones of the pit, like a dead body trampled underfoot. 20 You will not 
be joined with them in burial, because you have destroyed your land, you have slain your people. 
May the offspring of evildoers nevermore be named! 21 Prepare slaughter for his sons because of 
the guilt of their fathers, lest they rise and possess the earth, and fill the face of the world with 
cities.’” So this is God speaking.  “Who can resist God’s judgment?  Who can stand up against 
God’s judgment?”   
 
We’ll also read verses 22 and 23: “22 ‘I will rise up against them,’ declares the LORD of hosts, 
‘and will cut off from Babylon name and remnant, descendants and posterity,’ declares the 
LORD. 23 ‘And I will make it a possession of the hedgehog, and pools of water, and I will sweep it 
with the broom of destruction,’ declares the LORD of hosts.’” 
 
How complete is God’s judgment?   Who can resist God’s judgment?  This antichrist-type figure 
is not only going to be cast down—he’s not going to leave offspring on the earth; he’s not even 
going to have a marked grave.  He’s going to be buried amongst the common men, so complete 
will his destruction be.  This is God’s judgment upon this man, this rejected branch; not the true 
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branch, the rejected branch.  Verse 19: The “loathed branch” being cast down.  Verse 21: His 
children to be slaughtered.  “Prepare slaughter for his sons because of the guilt of their fathers, 
lest they rise and possess the earth, and fill the face of the world with cities.”  God doesn’t want 
their evil to spread; He doesn’t want it to prosper; He doesn’t want it to fill the earth. 
 
Turn back to chapter 13, verse 16.  Now in chapter 13, we’ve got God’s general judgment upon 
the city of Babylon, and look at verse 16: “Their infants will be dashed in pieces before their 
eyes; their houses will be plundered and their wives ravished.”  The city of Babylon, the nation 
of Babylon is going to come under judgment, and their children are going to be killed.  So 
thorough is this judgment—turning back to Isaiah chapter 14—so complete is this judgment that 
even the king can’t protect his own children.  His own children will be killed.  His line is to be 
wiped from the face of the earth.  That’s what this is saying.  His line is to be wiped from the 
face of the earth.  He will no longer feature in the future of humanity.   
 
“‘I will rise up against them,’ declares the LORD of hosts, ‘and will cut off from Babylon name 
and remnant, descendants and posterity,’ declares the LORD.”  I want us to compare verse 22 of 
chapter 14, or contrast that with the promises that God made, for example, to King David.  So 
turn to Second Samuel chapter 7.  Now we often land here.  Why?  Because it’s such an 
important part of Scripture.  This is where God promises David that his offspring will have an 
eternal house.  Remember the story: David wanted to build a temple, and Nathan the prophet 
came to him and at first he said, “Go for it.  The Lord is with you.”  But then he came back and 
said, “No, David.  The Lord has spoken to me.  You’re not to build a temple.  Your son will 
build a temple, and I will give your son an everlasting kingdom.”  So let’s start reading at Second 
Samuel chapter 7, the second half of verse 11, Nathan speaking to David:  
 
“11 ‘…And I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you that 
the LORD will make you a house. 12 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your 
fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will 
establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of 
his kingdom forever. 14 I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he commits 
iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men, 15 but my 
steadfast love will not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you. 
16 And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be 
established forever.’ 17 In accordance with all these words, and in accordance with all this vision, 
Nathan spoke to David.” 
 
So the promise to David is that a king will come from his line, from his loins, who has a 
kingdom that lasts forever.  Imagine that!  Being a man, a common man—he was a shepherd 
boy, remember.  He was a shepherd boy and God raised him up to be a king over His people in a 
very uncertain age—in a time when infant mortality was high.  They didn’t have the medical 
knowledge that we have today.  And here’s this promise of God to King David: “From your line, 
from your posterity, I will raise up a king who will rule over a kingdom forever!”  Compare that 
to the king that God is speaking of today—the king who has not been raised up by God as such, 
but who feels or thinks that he himself will raise himself up to heaven.   
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Now I realize I almost sort of spoke against myself there— we know in the providence of God, it 
was God who raised this king up.  But remember, this antichrist king can’t see that the only 
reason he has been raised up is that God raised him up.  And he can’t see that God will in time 
cast him down.  In his mind, the way he thinks, he has raised himself up—he is mighty in his 
own eyes.  All his success is his own success—he’s brought it upon himself.  And yet, the King 
that God does raise up, the true King, is a king forever—a king forever.  And this antichrist king?  
Even his descendants are to be destroyed.  Even his family is to suffer.   
 
Victory Over All the Earth is Proclaimed 
 
Verses 24 to 27.  Now I don’t know if your Bible has a subtitle there or not.  In mine, there is a 
subtitle that is not Scripture, which says “An Oracle Concerning Assyria.”  I don’t think that’s 
very helpful.  I realize that the prophecy itself does mention the nation of Assyria, but I think that 
this is a summary word, in which Assyria and Babylon are joined together.  In prophetic terms, 
Assyria was a kingdom to the northeast of Israel.  That kingdom didn’t disappear, it was simply 
invaded by Babylon, and then Babylonian kings ruled over Assyria.  I think when we’re reading 
Old Testament prophecy concerning Assyria and Babylon, we can in some ways see them as 
being the same place.   
 
Remember that when Daniel was given his vision of the beasts, the four beasts, and he saw the 
kingdoms of Egypt and Greece and Rome, and he saw Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom—they’re all 
sort of one great image.  What I think we need to see here is that Assyria and Babylon are in this 
passage being treated as the same. 
 
Looking then at verse 24: “24 The LORD of hosts has sworn: ‘As I have planned, so shall it be, 
and as I have purposed, so shall it stand, 25 that I will break the Assyrian in my land, and on my 
mountains trample him underfoot; and his yoke shall depart from them, and his burden from their 
shoulder.’ 26 This is the purpose that is purposed concerning the whole earth, and this is the hand 
that is stretched out over all the nations. 27 For the LORD of hosts has purposed, and who will 
annul it? His hand is stretched out, and who will turn it back?”   
 
Notice, then, that though Isaiah speaks to the people of Judah and assures the faithful that the 
antichrist king will be brought down, that they will rejoice over the death of their enemies, they 
will rejoice over the death God’s enemy, it now says that this is God’s purpose concerning the 
whole earth.  And this is the hand that is stretched out over all the nations, verse 26.  “This is the 
purpose that is purposed concerning the whole earth, and this is the hand that is stretched out 
over all the nations.” 
 
So what’s Isaiah saying?  He’s saying the picture that you’re getting—Judah—is the picture you 
get over all the earth.  Every time there’s an antichrist type king, every time there’s a king sitting 
upon a throne, set up, saying that he himself is God—“I’m a god!  I’m divine!  I can crush who I 
want, I can destroy whom I want”—God’s hand is over him.  God’s hand is over all the earth.  
God is rescuing His people. 
 
There have been many antichrists.  The Apostle John in the epistle, First John, gives us some 
technical details about an antichrist in terms of theology.  And antichrist is someone who denies 
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the divinity of Christ, who denies the Father and the Son.  An antichrist is someone who refuses 
to hear the teaching of the apostles, and yet still thinks that they themselves can teach the church.  
Well, all antichrists will be cast down.  Their pride will be broken.  This is God’s purpose 
concerning the whole earth.   
 
Now what happened when Jesus went to the cross?  Who was defeated?  The one who has 
power, or the one who is the power behind the antichrists; the one who was the power behind 
this king of Babylon, the one whom we saw in Second Thessalonians as the power behind that 
lawless man, who sets himself up in the temple and calls himself God.  Who was defeated when 
Christ went to the cross?  The Devil.  Christ defeated Satan.  He’s destroyed Satan himself.  He’s 
defeated the power of death itself.  Jesus says, “Now is the time.  Now will the prince of this 
world be cast down.”  John chapter 12.  Cast down, brought down, brought to nothing—made a 
show of before all of humanity.   
 
Our God does as He pleases.  We find that in Psalms 115 and 135.  Our God does as He pleases.  
No one stands in His way.  No one can hold Him back.  These great kings, these great powers, 
these ones who imagine that they’re the ones who control the earth, they’re the ones who control 
the future, they’re the ones who control humanity’s destiny—God laughs at them.  He’s the one 
who raised them up, for the purpose of bringing them back down again.  His hand, this purpose, 
stretches out over all the earth.  This is the purpose that is purposed concerning the whole earth.   
 
Isaiah’s always looking forward, isn’t he?  He’s always looking for the, what?  That great day.  
That great day when the Saviour comes.  That great day when the Messiah comes, the Son of 
David, that one who will work a true and deep and lasting salvation for God’s people.  He’s 
always looking forward to that.   
 
So let’s just draw some conclusions.  I’ll try and be as quick as I can.  My main concluding point 
is: Therefore, God’s people rejoice and God’s people reign.  God’s people rejoice and God’s 
people reign.  Turn to Daniel chapter 7.  We’re going to start reading at verse 13.   
 
“13 ‘I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of 
man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. 14 And to him was given 
dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall 
not be destroyed.’”  Now who’s that one?  That’s Jesus, the Son of man, receiving everlasting 
dominion.  He’s the final Son of David that receives the kingdom that’s everlasting, the kingdom 
that shall not pass away.   
 
Now let’s keep reading.  Verse 15: “15 ‘As for me, Daniel, my spirit within me was anxious, and 
the visions of my head alarmed me. 16 I approached one of those who stood there and asked him 
the truth concerning all this. So he told me and made known to me the interpretation of the 
things. 17 “These four great beasts are four kings who shall arise out of the earth. 18 But the saints 
of the Most High shall receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever, forever and ever.” 
 
Hang on—who’s received the kingdom?  “The saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom 
and possess the kingdom forever, forever and ever.”  But it just told us that it was the Son of man 
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who received the kingdom.  “And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all 
peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.”  Daniel chapter 7, 
verse 14.  Daniel chapter 7, verse 18: “But the saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom 
and possess the kingdom forever, forever and ever.” 
 
Jesus received the kingdom, didn’t He: “All authority on heaven and earth has been given to 
me,” Matthew 28.  But where do we live?  Where’s our life hidden?  Where are we located?  
Who have we, by faith, been baptized into?  Who are we in?  Whose body are we?  Whose 
temple are we?  Whose church are we?  Christ’s, the Lord Jesus Christ.  He’s given a kingdom.  
It’s our kingdom.  We’re given a kingdom.  We are the ones who should be rejoicing.  Why?  
Because we’ve been given a kingdom that is forever.  It will never pass away. 
 
We don’t really sort of understand this.  I don’t think we really live in this light.  But this is what 
the Scripture is telling us—that Christ’s eternal kingdom is our kingdom; that it’s been given to 
us because we are in Christ, and we are one with Christ.  What has been given to Him is ours.  
The blessings of God are being poured out upon us.  We still live in this world of sin, yet we’re 
already living in the new creation.  We’re already living in this eternal kingdom that will never 
come to end.  We’re already possessors of God’s covenant with David.  In Isaiah chapter 55, 
Isaiah talks about God’s sure covenant with David.  We’re already possessors of it.  We’re God’s 
kingdom people, each and every one of us who are in Christ.  We’ve been given power.   
 
Turn to the gospel of Luke, chapter 10.  In chapter 10, Jesus sends out the seventy-two on a 
mission trip to preach and to heal, and to cast out demons.  And then, in chapter 10, verse 17, the 
seventy-two returned.  Start reading chapter 10, at verse 17:  
 
“17 The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, ‘Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your 
name!’ 18 And he said to them, ‘I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 Behold, I have 
given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and 
nothing shall hurt you. 20 Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, 
but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.’” 
 
See the similar ideas there?  I’m not trying to make too strong a connection between what Jesus 
says in Luke chapter 10 and what Isaiah says in Isaiah chapter 14.  But you see the similarities.  
This evil king was cast down in Isaiah chapter 14, and all the world rejoiced at his fall.  And God 
said that this was his purpose over all the earth.  And here in Luke chapter 10, Jesus gives 
authority to seventy-two disciples, and they go out, and even the demons are subject to us, in the 
name of Jesus.  And Jesus said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. Behold, I 
have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, 
and nothing shall hurt you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, 
but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 
 
We, the saved people of God; we, the people who are in Christ, have been granted a kingdom.  
We have authority within that kingdom, for we reign as kings.  That is the thing that C.S. Lewis 
was trying to communicate when he put four kings in Narnia in The Lion, the Witch, and the 
Wardrobe.  And if you’ve read the book, you remember there’s a lion, and I don’t know if it 
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comes up in the movie, but in the book it says everyone’s a king and queen in Narnia.  You see 
what he was trying to communicate—the idea that we, the people of God, are kings over the 
enemies of God.  We, the people of God, have been given power over the enemies of God, and 
they can’t hurt us.   
 
Now in this life, we know we can suffer many things, but the thing is, they can’t destroy us; they 
can’t destroy our faith; they can’t destroy our life in Christ; they can’t defeat us.  If they turn 
Christians into martyrs, all they do is strengthen the church.  If they declare Christianity illegal, 
all they do is make it more popular.  If they try to ban the reading of the Bible, all they do is 
awaken an intense hunger and thirst for the word of God. 
 
What can the antichrist kings do that actually harms Jesus’ church?  Nothing.  Absolutely 
nothing.  Why?  Because He said, “I will build my church, and the gates of hell will not prevail 
against it.  I will build my church.”   
 
My friends, we should be a rejoicing people.  Why?  Because we’ve seen an evil king thrown 
down.  When was he thrown down?  He was thrown down when Christ bore our sins upon the 
cross—you know, that long list of things that gave Satan power over you and me, those things by 
which he could accuse us.  In the book of Job, Satan turns up in heaven and accuses Job before 
God, and God gives him authority—He allows him to test His righteous servant Job.  But Satan 
no longer has that power.  He does not accuse in heaven.  He’s been cast down, kicked out, 
punted.  He’s gone.  He’s been cast down, and we the church have been given a kingdom, and 
power, and authority in this world.   
 
We’re meek, humble, fearful servants before the Lord our God, but my friend, we should never, 
ever fear this world.  We should never, ever fear the powers of this world.  We should never, 
ever fear for God’s church.  It can’t be defeated, because the victory has already been won, for 
Christ gave His life—Christ bore our sins upon the cross.  He became sin for us, that we might 
become the righteousness of God.  Satan, the power behind the antichrist-type kings, has no 
power over us.  None.  He can’t stop God’s church from growing.  The church grows like a 
weed, and the harder he tries to squeeze it down and contain it and destroy it, the stronger it 
becomes.   
 
So you look at the world today, and you look at our societies, and you look at the nations of the 
West, and you say, “They seem to be coming more and more anti-Christian every day”—they 
are—“I wonder how long it’ll be before laws come in that make it illegal for us to do what we’re 
doing here today—to worship in the presence of God, to read the Scriptures out loud, to preach 
the gospel.  They might come.”   
 
Do you want to know what would happen if they come?  It might just be the very best day the 
church in Australia has ever had, because it might just be the thing that turns us into a church 
militant, a glorious gospel-preaching army, the thing that makes us actually stand up and say, 
“No, I will speak for Christ!  I will speak for God!  I will defy the powers of this earth!”  It might 
just be the best thing that ever happened, because maybe in that day, we’ll rejoice.  We’ll 
understand something: Our enemy has been cast down.   
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Look to Christ.  Look to the works of Christ.  Look to the finished, completed works of Christ 
upon the cross, and there you see the destruction of an evil king.  His name was Satan.  There 
you see one being thrown down who, at one time, ruled over all nations of the earth, and now 
he’s powerless to stop the gospel call from going out.  He can’t stop it happening.   
 
Everywhere in the world that the gospel is preached, the elect are called into God’s church.  
Everywhere.  The gospel does not fail.  God’s church does not fail.  We should be rejoicing in 
this power that we have been given.  We should not fear the world, we should not fear its 
antichrists, we should be laughing.  We should be laughing like the trees, like the shades, we 
should be laughing.   
 
“You, foe, I do not fear you.  You’ve been cast down.  You are nothing.  You are nothing.”  The 
powers that be are nothing as compared to the power of God, to the power of Christ, the power 
of the Holy Spirit upon His church, working through and from His word.  They’ve got nothing; 
they are nothing, compared to the kingdom that has been given to the people of God in Christ.  
We’ll close there. 
 
Father in heaven, what good news the gospel is.  What glorious good news it is that the Evil One 
has been cast down, that the Antichrist doomed to failure, that they will not have the victory, that 
they cannot succeed.   
 
What glorious good news that the Lord Jesus Christ has paid the price of our sins and has 
restored us to a relationship with the living God.  We, indeed, have received a kingdom in Christ.  
Father, I pray that in the encouragement of these words, we will go out and that we will serve 
you without fear.  I ask these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 


