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Romans 10 this evening, a short discourse of just a few verses that we're going to be 
discussing. Our last lesson was taken from Romans 10:1. The Apostle Paul has dealt with
two chapters back-to-back, chapters 8 and chapters 9, packed with the rich truths of the 
sovereignty of God, yet it's unusual for, some people believe it's unusual how Paul would 
open up chapters 9 and even chapter 10 after dealing with chapter 8 and the doctrine of 
predestination and the sovereignty of God, Paul opens up chapter 9 like this in Romans 
9:1, he says,

1 I tell the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience also bearing me 
witness in the Holy Spirit, 2 that I have great sorrow and continual grief in
my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed from Christ for 
my brethren, my countrymen according to the flesh, 4 who are Israelites, 
to whom pertain the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the 
law, the service of God, and the promises; 5 of whom are the fathers and 
from whom, according to the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, the 
eternally blessed God. Amen. 

Even though the Apostle Paul has been dealing with sovereignty, he still shows us an 
earnest desire that he says, Paul says, "I'm gonna pray. I'm gonna pray for my Jewish 
brothers." And Paul said, "You know, I would if I could be accursed from God, be 
accursed from Christ if they could all be won." 

He goes in in chapter 10, look what he says in chapter 10, verse 1.

1 Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may 
be saved. 

The Apostle Paul said, "This is what I'm praying for." How many of you in here tonight 
are praying for lost souls? Amen. We all need to be. Even though our God is sovereign 
and all of this has been determined, we don't know and we need to pray for our lost loved
ones but not only do we need to pray, but you know what else we need to do, we need to 
labor. We need to labor. You know, Charles Haddon Spurgeon said it would be so 
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hypocritical of us if all we ever did is pray for our lost loved ones and never went to them
and gave them the Gospel but yet we still expect God to answer that prayer.

Well, Paul said, "I'm gonna do more than just pray." He wrote this glorious book of 
Romans and we're in the section here of vindication and Paul vindicates the truth of the 
Gospel, that salvation is by grace through faith, justification is in faith alone, in the 
person of Christ alone. Cut and dry. He's about to vindicate the Gospel, folks. We're not 
gonna get that far tonight, we're only gonna be able to get down to about verse 4 tonight 
because before Paul goes into this deep discourse of the Gospel of believing on the Lord 
Jesus Christ by faith, the Apostle Paul has to deal with some very serious problems, very 
serious problems of man-made religion, and do you know what? You'll find them 
anywhere you go. Anywhere you go, they're in every church. You've always got 
somebody that's gonna fall into one of these categories right here.

Let's read our text. Romans 10:2, 3 and 4. This is what Paul is dealing with here in these 
three verses before he's about to give the glorious vindication of the Gospel, that  
justification is by faith alone. The Apostle Paul says, 

2 For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to 
knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going 
about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves 
unto the righteousness of God. 4 For Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to every one that believeth. 

That's all we're gonna be able to deal with tonight because there's so much there. There's 
five major problems here in these three verses that the Apostle Paul is about to deal with 
and the first one if you're taking notes tonight, point 1, the first one is a fake zeal. It's a 
fake zeal. Paul said, "They have the zeal of God." In other words, they had enthusiasm, 
did they not? And did you know that I've actually got written in my Bible from one of Dr.
Langer's courses where Dr. Langer brought out the illustration that the Apostle Paul 
before he was regenerated, he was the prime example of this. Was he not zealous? Did he
not have energy? Was he not enthusiastic? Was he not sincere? Was the Apostle Paul 
sincere in doing what...? He thought what he was doing by persecuting the church of the 
Lord Jesus Christ with all of his enthusiasm, with all of his energy, with all of his zeal, he
thought what he was doing was right and he was so sincere about it. But it was not 
according to knowledge, it was a fake zeal and this is the first major problem that Paul 
deals with here in our text, he deals with a fake zeal.

People are enthusiastic about Jesus but do you know why you're so happy? Do you know 
him? Does that excite you, the fact of getting to open his word and read and study and 
learn more about him? Does that fire you up because there's some people out there, well, 
they're just red-hot but not according to knowledge. Some prime examples of this can be 
found throughout our area. Me and Brother Ted were talking about a certain 
denomination, probably one of the most zealous, sincere, emotional, dedicated, hardest 
working people in the world because you see them out every weekend in their little black 
pants and white shirts, carrying their New Living Translation underneath their arm that 
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was written and translated by Charles Taze Russell and they'll be knocking on doors. 
Their sincerity and their zeal and their emotion and their drive does not make them right. 
You can have all the emotion in the world, you can have all the zeal in the world, that 
don't change truth. Paul was lost, was he not before the Lord came to him on the road to 
Damascus and Paul could have been as energetic and as emotional and as zealous as he 
wanted to be, that didn't change the fact that truth is truth and Paul was lost until the Lord
came his way. 

So zeal means nothing without knowledge and Paul said, "The Jewish people, the 
Pharisees, they have a zeal but it's a zeal without knowledge." In other words, it's not 
according to proper teaching. It's not according to proper doctrine. You say, "Well, 
pastor, we're not supposed to judge." You're sadly mistaken. We are supposed to mark 
those that cause division against the doctrines which we have learned and are contrary to 
us and turn from them. Mark them. Point them out. That's the problem in churches today, 
no one wants to stand on truth anymore. They want something to tickle their ears. They 
want something to make them feel good because they want that zeal, don't they? They 
want that emotion. I'm telling you, truth hurts.

Over in the Bible bookstore the other day and it came to my memory about a 
conversation Brenda and I had and I'm sitting there looking at all the books there, and this
is the one over in Barbourville, alright? I like it better because there's not a lot of junk in 
there, alright? You go to some of these other Christian bookstores and all you see is Joel 
Osteen, T. D. Jakes and Joyce Meyer. That ain't a Bible bookstore, amen? That ain't a 
Christian bookstore. You go in there and get your Bible and get out. But I'm over at the 
one in Barbourville and I'm looking around and I'm seeing just books upon books upon 
books with deep, rich theological truth: R. C. Sproul, John MacArthur. I didn't see any 
Paul Washer but there was John Piper and, Brenda, it came to my memory the 
conversation that we had. Do you want to be challenged mentally in your Christian walk?
In your doctrine? In your theology? Listen to R. C. Sproul or read R. C. Sproul, or even 
John MacArthur, alright? If you want to feel once again what it's like to be broken and to 
be battered, in other words, if you want to ouch and amen, listen to Paul Washer or read 
after Paul Washer. And if you want a little bit of everything, I like John Piper. Some of 
you may not like John Piper, alright? He's sort of a charismatic reformer. I like him. He's 
got zeal and do you know what I like about his zeal? It's according to knowledge. It's the 
right kind of knowledge because I guarantee you, once you get the right kind of 
knowledge, it'll make you excited, it'll make you emotional, you will have some zeal, you
will have some pep in your step, but not this fake zeal that Paul is demonstrating here.

Paul's Jewish kinsmen like many religious people today, they're zealous, they're red-hot, 
they're on fire for God but Paul says, "No, it's not the right way." Sincerity and zeal does 
not turn truth or does not turn inaccuracy or non-truth or untruth into truth. It's a fake 
zeal. Now point 2. Let's read what Paul says here, "For I bear them record that they have 
a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge." Point 2 is a false knowledge. We've got a
fake zeal and now we've got a false knowledge. The Greek word "knowledge" there is the
Strong's word 1922 in your Strong's Exhaustive Concordance. It's not the word 
"ginosko," it's the word "epiginosko," which I find that word intriguing in this because it's
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defined as this in your Strong's, it's defined as knowledge; discernment; recognition; a 
knowledge of a particular point directed toward a particular object. It is not just a general 
working knowledge of something or someone but it is a deep-rooted – are you ready for 
this – knowledge upon knowledge that grows. It continues to grow. Now let me tell you, 
that'll make you zealous, won't it? That'll get you excited, won't it? That I'm not where I 
was yesterday. I'm not where I was last week. I know more about him. I love him even 
more. I trust him even more. Why? Because of proper knowledge, proper doctrine and 
proper teaching.

Knowledge upon knowledge. A growing knowledge of Christ. As a matter of fact, Jesus 
even spoke of such a knowledge, it's an intimate knowledge. He prayed in the garden of 
Gethsemane in his high priestly prayer and he said, "Father, this is eternal life that they 
might," what? "Know me and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent." Oh, what a knowledge. 
Won't you get ahold of that knowledge? Once that knowledge gets ahold of you, you'll be
zealous then, you'll be full of zeal, you'll be full of emotion. 

I love emotional services. I do, but I'm not gonna base the quality of the service off the 
emotion. I'm not gonna do that. I'm gonna base it off truth and if I got excited because of 
truth, you know, you can get excited over a song. Say amen right there, you can, but you 
need to be careful, is it the tempo, is it the beat, is it the rhythm, or is it the message? 
Even though songs are not inspired in the sense of the Holy Scriptures, many of them do 
contain rich theology and truth because most of our old hymns, do you know where 
they're taken from? Straight from the Scripture. Straight from the Scripture. 

Now that gets you excited. When you start hearing those songs, "Rock of ages, cleft for 
me/Let me hide myself in thee," that gets me excited, Sister Helen. Do you know why? 
Because I know the knowledge behind that one verse right there, that one line. "Lord, 
show me thy glory." "Moses, no man can see me and live but there is a place by me, I 
will put you on the rock, I will pass before the rock, and when I pass by, I will put you in 
the cleft of the rock and put my hand over it, pass before you and when I get in front of 
you, I will remove my hand so you can see my hinder parts." "Rock of ages, cleft for 
me/Let me hide myself in thee." God said, "Moses, there's a place by me." Now that's the 
Father talking to Moses who is seated at the right hand of Majesty on high. Who is it? It's
the Lord of glory. Who is the rock? Who is the fortress? Who is the buckler? Who is our 
protection? Who is our shield? Who is our only hope? "O Lord, let me hide myself in 
thee." Now that gets me excited. That's zeal after proper knowledge, not a false 
knowledge.

This fake zeal, this false knowledge is clearly demonstrated by our Lord in the parable of 
the Pharisee and the publican. Turn to Luke 18 right quick. Luke 18:9. This is false 
knowledge that produces a fake zeal. Prime example right here, Luke 18:9,

9 And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that 
they were righteous, and despised others: 10 Two men went up into the 
temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. 11 The 
Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am 
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not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this 
publican. 12 I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess. 13 
And the publican, standing afar off, would not [even] lift up so much as 
his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful 
to me a sinner. 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified 
rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; 
and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.

The Pharisee had zeal, did he not? It was probably emotional. He probably put on a big 
show there in front of everybody. It was a fake zeal according to false knowledge; it was 
solely based upon his ignorance.

Now that brings us to the third point. We've discussed two already, there's five. Romans 
10:2-3, let's read them again, "For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not
according to knowledge. For they being ignorant of God's righteousness." Now I've got to
say this as a disclaimer in my message. I'm not trying to be offensive when I use the word
ignorant because in the sense that I'm using it in this message, it is a simple lack of 
knowledge. That's all it means, alright? And let me tell you what, your pastor is ignorant 
when it comes to a lot of things. When it comes to auto mechanics, fixing an engine and 
stuff like that, don't call me because I'm ignorant, alright? These Pharisees, these 
publicans and the religious people of today, they have a fake zeal according to false 
knowledge and 9 times out of 10, it's because they're ignorant. Nobody has ever tried to 
demonstrate or to show or articulate or even illustrate the truths of the Gospel and God's 
word, and do you know what kind of ignorance it is? Because you get in ignorance so 
long and you get happy, slap-happy in ignorance and it becomes a fixed ignorance. It's a 
fixed ignorance. We've got a fake zeal, we've got a false knowledge that'll produce and 
results from a fixed ignorance, and do you know what these people do now? They say, 
"Well, we don't want nothing more. No, we've got all we need. We've got... Oh, Romans 
9? No, no, no, we, we, we don't want to learn about that. We've got just enough. We've 
got just enough."

Paul opens verse 3 and I personally, I like the King James the best. I know the NASB 
translates it, "For not knowing about God's righteousness," but the King James says, 
"being ignorant of God's righteousness." Yeah, and people will say, "Well, you know, 
Brother Doug, don't you think God will understand? Don't you think God will give them 
a pass?" We live in the United States of America, we have satellites, we have internet, 
almost everybody over the age of 10 years old has a smartphone, except Brother Ted. But
it is right at our fingertips. There are programs on the internet such as Bible Hub, there's 
Blue Letter Bible, studylight.org, there is enough information on the internet where 
nobody in this church should ever have to buy another commentary ever, ever again, 
unless you're just like me, you like to read hard books. I like hard copy. I like to be able 
to write in them and make notes. Folks, do you think God's gonna just give us a pass 
because of that? Did he the Jewish people? Did he? No, he did not and they were his 
chosen people.
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It's a fixed ignorance and ignorance is no excuse. This is Israel's tragic zeal not according 
to knowledge that has birthed such a fixed ignorance, and people today get set or fixed in 
something they like, it pleases them and they don't want anything more. They don't want 
to be challenged. They don't want to have to think. They don't want to do anything. Some
of them don't even want to read their Bibles.

Turn to 2 Peter 1. Such ignorance promotes a fake zeal. Do you know why? Because if 
you never go any further, you'll have a false knowledge or maybe just a partial 
knowledge. If you ask me, I will tell you this: ignorance is among Christian people, 
professing Christian people, it's nothing more than a sign of laziness. I honestly believe 
that. It's nothing more than a sign of laziness. People get fixed or happy with their 
tradition, not wanting to be challenged, not wanting to learn or grow in Christ, they say, 
"Well now, brother, I get just enough from the preacher. I don't need no more." Maybe 
your flesh gets enough from me but I guarantee you, your spirit is not getting enough if 
you're truly his. You need more, you'll desire more, and you'll want it all. Nothing wrong 
with coveting the word of God, amen? Ain't nothing wrong with that. There's nothing 
wrong with lusting after the word of God; that word is not always used in the negative 
sense. We need to be hungry and thirsty for righteousness. We need to lust and have a 
passion and we need to be on fire for truth.

Look at 2 Peter 1:19. The Apostle Peter tells us, 

19 We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that
ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day 
dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: 20 Knowing this first, that no 
prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. 21 For the 
prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

Do you see what Peter, how Peter started that up there in verse 19? "We have now a more
sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well to take heed." That's all of it, church. That's
every bit of it. Do you know what? That promotes truth, that promotes knowledge that 
will combat the ignorance of men, the ignorance of our flesh, and that gives us the right 
kind of zeal, the right kind of zeal for God because it's based off of truth and we have 
now the complete canon of the Bible, and Paul tells young Timothy in 2 Timothy 3:16, he
said, "We have now," or that was Peter, but Paul says, "All Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God," and all of it, church, is profitable. Every single bit of it is profitable.

So we have a fake zeal, we have a false knowledge that gets men into a fixed ignorance. 
We know the lessons of the Old Testament, do we not? We see how Israel followed after 
God and they had a period of silenced salvation, and then what did they do? No more, no 
more than God restored their land, they went right back to their idols, did they not? How 
often do we do the same thing? Oh, we might not be praying to wooden statues and stone 
and metal figures but we have idols. We have idols. How often did they do that and they 
were claiming that that was their righteousness and it was getting the goodness in all of 
their good deeds? Folks, that's just ignorance. That boils down to plumb ignorance and 
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this is what the Lord tells us about this, Dr. Luke writes, "In the times of ignorance 
wherefore God overlooked for he winked at it, but now he hath commanded men that 
they should all everywhere repent inasmuch as he hath appointed a day which he will 
judge the world in righteousness by the man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath 
given assurance unto all men, that he hath raised him from the dead." That's another, 
that's another point of the resurrection that qualifies Jesus to be the judge. He will be the 
judge and we know that because he's been raised from the dead. He's fully qualified. 
There's no excuse. Ignorance, no, it's not gonna cut it. It will not cut it.

Romans 10:2-4 one more time, "For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but 
not according to knowledge, they being ignorant of God's righteousness," ignorant, a lack
of knowledge. They don't understand where the righteousness of God comes from or how
to attain it or how to get it. They're ignorant in that aspect. "Go about to establish their 
own righteousness." Point 4, a fraudulent righteousness. It's a counterfeit righteousness, 
church. If the correct truth and proper doctrine is not taught, what will men naturally do 
in churches? Out here in America, a prime example.

I'm taking a class, are y'all ready for this? I don't want to shock you. I've taken a class, it's
called Appalachian Ministries and we're studying about the early churches of Appalachia,
the early denominations and the church movement and evangelism and all the aspects and
how it impacts our ministry even today, because you've got to know the people you're 
ministering to. There's just certain things, folks, that's in our DNA and we can't help it, 
it's in our culture, it's part of us, who we are, we just cannot help it for the region that we 
are in. But you know, they went over some stuff that was over at the Bible college and 
the professor asked the question of, "How many of you all were surprised by that 
comment, by that fact, by that statement?" And I did not raise my hand because I was not 
surprised because I'd already done the study. But in the late – now are you ready for this 
because this might shock you – in the later 1700s, Revolutionary War period all the way 
up to the early 1800s, even into the 1820s, do you all know what the predominant 
denomination was right here in eastern Kentucky? Just take a guess. Just take a stab at it. 
Presbyterian. So what does that mean? Predominantly eastern Kentucky were, what? 
Calvinists. Reformed. It wasn't until 1820 when Charles G. Finney got ahold of the 
methodology of the Wesley boys and started evangelizing using the ?? pew. That was in 
1820 and do you see how our culture has evolved and now you can't hardly find a good 
Reformed, Presbyterian, Calvinistic-type church. The ones that are around here, most of 
them have got women pastors. Where did we go? 

They're zealous, aren't they? They have zeal but not according to knowledge because men
want something that pleases themselves and the best thing they can do is create it or 
invent it themselves and it's a fraudulent righteousness. They go about not knowing the 
righteousness of God, they go about to establish, what? Their own righteousness. And let 
me, I've got news for you, that's not anything new. That didn't start in 1820 with 
Methodists. That didn't start with Charles Finney or John Charles Wesley. That didn't 
start with them boys, that started with our first parents in the garden of Eden going about 
to establish their own righteousness. Is that not what Adam and Eve did? As soon as they 
saw they were naked, what did they do? Adam looked over at Eve and told her to break 
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out the sewing machine. He went and gathered up some fig leaves, they went down to 
Michael's and got some thread and yarn, started sewing that stuff together. They made 
their own righteousness. They made their own clothing to where they could stand before 
a holy God. Oh, but God said, "No, that's not gonna cut it because what I demand, only I 
can provide."

Because of this false knowledge, because men do not know the true righteousness of 
God, they go about to establish their own righteousness and what do they do? Let's just 
work it out, y'all. Let's just work it out. I thank God he's revealed unto me the truth that 
my righteousness is nothing but filthy rags and I am not made, I am not working to make 
heaven my home, I'm working because heaven is my home, amen? I like how they ever 
so often on Facebook it says, it'll pop up and say, "You shared this two years ago." I saw 
one pop up the other day, one that I shared two years ago. It was just a picture of my 
Bible in Matthew 25, all red letters, and there was just a little piece that I had highlighted.
Well, glory, "Enter into the joys, the kingdom which was prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world." That's been revealed. Folks, that's proper knowledge. You want
to get emotional about something? Get emotional about God. Get emotional about Christ.
Get emotional about the Holy Spirit and their plan of salvation for you and know that, 
yes, it is finished. Nothing has a hold on me now. Now I'm free. I am free to worship. I 
am free to praise. My guilt is gone. My shame is gone. My penalty is gone. And I love 
him all the more because it's his righteousness and not mine.

A counterfeit righteousness is going to do what to men in eternity, at the end? Folks, a 
counterfeit righteousness is gonna send them to hell. "Well now, really did God really say
that if you eat of that tree, you'll surely die? Did God really say that?" You'd better 
believe he said it. You'd better believe he said it but what did the devil do? Just twisted 
the words just a little bit, just got her to thinking, got her to thinking, next thing you 
know, she's making fried apples and feeding them to Adam and the whole world got 
turned upside-down but the righteousness of God came, woo, came down from the 
portals of glory and said, "Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy-laden and I will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn of me for I am lowly." And it's his 
righteousness, amen? It's his. It's his glory. It's his justice. It's his holiness and it's been 
imputed, that righteousness has been imputed to me. I can't trust in myself tonight. Do 
you know why? I'm still a finite, fallen, frail man. "O but God who is rich in mercy 
wherewith his great love he hath loved us even when we were yet dead in our trespasses 
and sin hath quickened us together and made us alive in Christ Jesus." That's my 
righteousness. It's not fraudulent. It's not counter. You know, the devil's gonna try to 
counterfeit everything in the world.

I'll tell you a little secret about the Secret Service. Do you know why the Secret Service is
so good at what they do in counterfeit because, you know, that's where the counterfeit 
falls under? They not only guard the President but they're in charge of currency; they fall 
under the Department of the Treasury. The Secret Service, do you know how they're so 
good in counterfeiting? Do you know how the US Mint gets so good and these agents go 
out and they can spot these? Do you know what they study? Say it again, brother, "The 
real thing." The real thing. You want to get good, you want to have the right kind of zeal 
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after the knowledge of God? You study the real thing. You study the real thing. You get 
to know all about him. You get to know the ins and the outs, every little aspect, every 
little detail. I guarantee you, if you've got this note memorized front and back, you can 
spot a forgery, you can spot a counterfeit, you can spot it a mile away. 

That's how they get so good at what they do, church, they study the real thing. We can 
learn from them, couldn't we? Let us study the real thing, amen, and let us have the zeal 
according to knowledge, and let us not have a fraudulent righteousness but let us look to 
Christ and Christ alone for our righteousness because ignorance will pervert that, 
ignorance will get you stifled, ignorance will make you get complacent. "I don't want to 
go no deeper now. I don't want to go no deeper. I've gone as far as I can go." I never want
to get to that point where I could say, "That's all I want or that's all I need." I never want 
to be at that point. Never.

Let's read verse 2, 3 and 4, or verse 2 and 3. Let's finish verse 3, "For I bear them record 
that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. For they being ignorant of 
God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness," that was point
4, the fraudulent righteousness, now look at the end of the verse, they "have not 
submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God." You say, "Brother Doug, why does
this, why does this even matter? Why does, why is this so important?" Because if you're 
claiming anything other than Christ and Christ alone, you have not submitted to the 
righteousness of God. If you're trusting or clinging to anything other than Christ and 
Christ alone, you have not submitted to the righteousness of God and God is not going to 
excuse ignorance. You may be excited, you may be emotional, and you may have a zeal, 
but it's not according to knowledge.

Thus far we have seen a fake zeal, a false knowledge, a fixed ignorance and a fraudulent 
righteousness, and what is this? It is a faithless rebellion, not submitting to the 
righteousness of God, they willfully go about. I don't need that. You heard that old 
saying, "Nothing's for free; it's gonna cost you something"? Folks, salvation is free. It's 
the grace of God. Oh, it cost something, it cost something great, amen? It cost the jewel 
and pearl of heaven but it's already been paid for. 

This is why we have so many religions on the planet today, do you know that, because of 
ignorance; people not getting deep into rich theology in learning this. And what do they 
do? They refuse to submit to the righteousness of God and they go about establishing 
their own righteousness. "Well, let's just do this on our own. Let's, let's, let's just work it 
all out." They don't even know what the righteousness of God is. 

Do we, tonight? Do we know what the righteousness of God is? Do we have that 
righteousness? 2 Corinthians 5:21, "For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no 
sin," now listen to this, "that we might be made the righteousness of God in," who? 
"Him." Have you submitted to that? "Submitted to what, brother?" Submitted to him. He 
is the righteousness of God. If I walk in a church and I say, "Well, I believe in that but 
I've still got to do, do, do to make heaven my home," then you're lost, lost, lost because 
you have not submitted to him and the righteousness of God.
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That's where our trust needs to be, church. That's where your faith, your hope, your 
confidence needs to be, it needs to be in the righteousness of God, the person of Christ 
and Christ alone. Not in yourselves, not in your pastor, not in your denomination, not in 
your catechisms or your church creed or your church cabinet, it needs to be in Christ and 
when such a truth lays hold of a man, he'll be full of zeal, he'll be full of emotion, and he 
will have zeal according to knowledge. When such a truth apprehends a man by the 
power of Christ, his ignorance will be overwhelmed with a great desire, for a hunger and 
a thirst for righteousness. When such great truths regenerate a man by the Spirit of God, 
his own fraudulent righteousness is crushed because he's made to know it's nothing but 
filthy rags in the eyes of God and all of his heart's desire is for Christ and Christ alone. 
When such great truths begin to work in a man, that faithless rebellion, it's broken. His 
pride is crushed. His faithless rebellion is broken in humility and true faith and 
repentance, and he looks not to himself but he looks to Christ and to Christ alone.

This is why we must do more than just pray. I believe in prayer, amen? I believe in 
prayer. Prayer is God working in us to accomplish the means which will accomplish the 
end, but we need to do more than just pray. We need to labor. Don't pray for your lost 
loved ones and trust God to save them if you're not willing to go to them and talk to them
and tell them the truth. Point men to Christ. Point women to Christ. Point children to 
Christ. Let them know what the righteousness of God really is. The righteousness of God 
is not you coming to church, it's not you tithing, it's not you doing all your good deeds 
and your good works and all. Don't trust in that. 

The righteousness of God is Christ and Christ alone and Paul says, I'm paraphrasing now 
but Paul says, "Before I get into the deep rich doctrines of justification by faith alone, and
whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved, you need to know this, 
he's the only way." I don't care how happy you might be, I don't care how much zeal you 
might have, I don't care how much sincerity you might have, if you're trusting in anything
other than Christ, your zeal is not according to knowledge. But men go about and 
establish, what? Their own righteousness. You say, "Well, Brother Doug, it's good. You 
know, I've met so many good people now. But they're just good people. They're just good
people." Church, let me tell you what: hell is full of good people in our eyes, but in the 
eyes of God – pay attention – there is none righteous, no, not one. But there's one that 
came, the substitute, holy, harmless, undefiled, and made higher than the heavens; he was
separate from sinners and God has made him to be sin for us who knew no sin so that we,
we, who is that? Who is that "we"? I'm gonna tell you who that "we" is: whosoever 
believeth, whosoever will trust fully on that man as the God-man, as the substitute, in his 
finished work. 

And that is my prayer for my family, for my loved ones, for my friends, but I want to do 
more than just pray. I want to go to them with the truth and say, "Look, now I'm gonna 
put some labor in this." Have you ever cried for your loved ones? Have you ever cried 
out and witnessed to them and prayed to them? Have you? Have you ever shed tears for 
them? Have your eyes ever wept? I'm sure we all have but have we ever let our heart 
bleed in prayer and then go out and labor and toil? "Well, Brother Doug, you just don't 
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know my in-laws or you just don't know my aunts and uncles or my...you just don't know
them, now. Well, they'll shun me." I've had family shun me. That's alright. I'm not gonna 
sacrifice that for truth, because God will take that, and God will work with that, and in 
God's time, he'll use it for something. Either way, it'll be for his glory. But I want to do 
more than just pray. "Come, let me tell you about perfect holy righteousness." 

This old cliché of, "Would you want to say this prayer and repeat after me?" No. Steffy, 
did I ever ask you to pray? Not one time. I just kept again and again and again giving him
the Gospel, telling him who we were and who he is and what he's done, and when it so 
pleased God in his due time to regenerate the dead heart, God will do it and then you'll 
know in your heart, you'll know in your mind, you'll know and you'll be so full of zeal, 
you'll now and you know what? "Hey, I know I ain't no good. I know I'm a dirty dog. I 
know, but do you know what? Even the dogs eat the crumbs, amen?" Well, glory, even 
the dogs get a little taste every now and then of the scraps that gets thrown out. Even the 
master has compassion on his dogs but, bless God, Brother Ted, I've been elevated higher
than just a dog, I'm more than just a dirty dog Gentile because I've been brought in by the
Spirit of adoption and made to know it. That's knowledge and when you get ahold of that,
you'll be zealous, you'll have a passion, you'll have a drive, you'll have a desire, you'll 
want to go.

I've got a carrot, folks. I don't know, some of y'all may be sick, some of y'all might, I 
know some of y'all are sick, some of y'all got heart problems, some of y'all got sugar 
diabetes, some of y'all got different things, you've got kidney issues, you've got all kinds 
of stuff, why there might be somebody out here right now that's ate up with cancer, I 
don't even know it, you might not even know it, but there's one thing you can know 
tonight, amen, there's one thing that you can know beyond a shadow of a doubt, that 
when I leave this world, I'll stand in the presence of a holy God who is perfect 
righteousness, perfect holiness. I don't have to wonder about that. Why? Because Jesus 
said, "It is finished!" and my trust is not going about to establish my own righteousness 
but my trust is in him. 

Oh, how I need thee, I need him. He doesn't need me. He doesn't need me but I need him,
but thank God he might not need me but he loves me, and he's loved me with an 
everlasting...that I can be sure of. That can get me excited. You see some people walking 
down the street and they'll be happy one day, they just got out of church, had a good 
Arminian service, oh, they feel so good, but oh, here comes Monday, here comes 
Tuesday and they're like this, "Well, I just don't know. I had a couple evil thoughts. I've 
said a couple bad words. I got angry at my boss and I threw some stuff off, I just threw 
some stuff off my desk and just totally destroyed my testimony. I just don't know. Maybe
I just need to go back and re-dedicate." I was like that once. I was scared to death that 
he's gonna cut me out of the will. Terrified. Worried. Why? Because in my finite fallen 
capability, because I was ignorant. 

I was zealous. I was real zealous. I'm gonna tell you how zealous I was, I preached for 
about five years behind the pulpit and was lost, that's how zealous I was. From 13 to 18, 
lost. Like K. Junior Thompson used to say, "Lost boy in high weeds." That was me, but 
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do you know what? I had them all fooled. I had myself fooled because I was ignorant. I 
was zealous, full of vigor and ambition and energy and enthusiasm, but it was not after 
knowledge, and if I would have died, I would have gone to hell. But I thank God that 
God's taught me even deeper and even more than that now, to know that in his time when
it pleased him to do so, he saved me. I didn't pick the date. Did any y'all pick the date? 
How many times have we said that, though, "I'll be well when I get here. Yeah, I'll do it 
then." Or how many of y'all have family members say, "Well, I just can't right now but 
you let me get my life straightened out and get back on track and then I'm gonna get in 
church and I'm gonna get the Lord." And they're zealous about it, they're sincere about it 
but it's not according to knowledge because it don't work like that. 

But I guarantee you, church, I'm gonna have to hush. I just don't know, I'm going on a 
rambling stage now. I'm gonna have to hush. But the more you learn about him and what 
he's done, not what he tried to do. Can we get that through our thick skulls tonight? 
Brother James, I don't have to walk around like this, "O Lord." I don't have to worry if 
I'm gonna be good enough, Brother Adam, because the Holy Spirit's given me the 
knowledge and the zeal, wiped out my ignorance, my righteousness is him and I have 
submitted to his righteousness. If I'm not good enough – hello, listen, I'm gonna say this 
and hush because as some of y'all might get fired up at this, but I can say this with all 
confidence and all of surety – if I'm not good enough right now, then do you know what 
that means? That means he's not good enough. If you truly have him and you think for 
one second you're not good enough, you're saying he ain't good enough. Boy, that's my 
assurance, it's in him, it's in what he's done. I can't establish my own, he is my own.

Let's pray.

Lord God, we thank you for your word, we thank you for your righteousness, it's imputed 
unto us by faith, the person of Christ and what he has accomplished. O Lord, not what 
you tried to do at Calvary as some men would proclaim, or what to preach from behind 
the stand, no, not what you tried to do but what you finished. You fulfilled it. You were 
the end of the law of righteousness. You accomplished it. You completed it with the 
payment and you took the penalty out of the way. You lived the life that we could not live 
and you died the death that we should have died. Lord, if there be one here in our 
presence that has not with all assurance been made to know that, God, if it would please 
you to do so, open their heart just like you did Lydia when the Apostle Paul preached the 
truth because, Lord, we know that salvation is through and by you and you alone. But 
God, work in us with this truth, through this proper knowledge, Lord, that we may have 
the right kind of zeal, Lord, and not just pray about it but, Lord, that we may labor, go 
out and witness to our loved ones and our friends and let people know that there is a 
Christ and he has paid the price and there is a heaven to gain and a hell to shun, because
that same Christ one day whom you have appointed, made Lord over all, will judge both 
the quick and the dead all for your purpose, Lord, which is your sovereign glory. Lord, 
work in us for that purpose. In Jesus' name. Amen.
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