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Romans 10:4-10 
 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 67 

Introduction: 
 

     We have come to the section of this chapter here the Apostle Paul is about to explain to 
his readers, as in the words of Adam Clarke, ‘Where the law ends, Christ begins.’1 Yet men all 
down through the ages have rejected this truth. Especially the religious types, they hate the 
glorious doctrine of Grace. Look our text in Romans, with the first three verses of chapter 
number ten. 
 
Romans 10:1-3 
 
1 Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. 
 

2 For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. 
 

3 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own 
righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.2 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
1 NOTE: ‘For Christ is the end of the law’ - Where the law ends, Christ begins. The law ends with representative 
sacrifices; Christ begins with the real offering. The law is our schoolmaster to lead us to Christ; it cannot save, but it 
leaves us at his door, where alone salvation is to be found. Christ as an atoning sacrifice for sin, was the grand object 
of the whole sacrificial code of Moses; his passion and death were the fulfillment of its great object and design. 
Separate this sacrificial death of Christ from the law, and the law has no meaning, for it is impossible that the blood 
of bulls and goats should take away sins: wherefore the Messiah is represented as saying, Sacrifice and observing 
thou didst not desire; burnt-offering and sin-offering thou hast not required; then said I, Lo, I come to do thy will; a 
body hast thou prepared me, Psalm 40:6, Psalm 40:7; Hebrews 10:4-10; which proves that God never designed that 
the sacrifices of the law should be considered the atonement for sin, but a type or representative of that atonement; 
and that The atonement was the sacrifice offered by Christ. Thus he was the End of the law, in respect to its sacrifices. 
And, as sacrifices were offered merely to procure pardon of sin, righteousness, or justification, Christ is the end of 
the law for this justification to everyone that believeth on him, as dying for their offenses, and rising again for their 
justification, having made peace through the blood of his cross. Therefore every Jew who rejected Christ rejected 
salvation, and that very salvation which the law witnessed and required, and which could not be had but through 
Christ alone. Adam Clarke, Commentary on Romans 10:4. The Adam Clarke Commentary. 1832. Date Accessed June 
1, 2018. https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/acc/romans-10.html. 
 
2 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 10:1-3. 
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     Ungodly men will reject the truth of grace and walk after the desires of their flesh, and of 
the will and of the mind, because they are by nature children of wrath.3 Unrighteous men will 
reject the truth of grace and walk about ‘being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seeking to 
establish their own’4 righteousness, they will not submit themselves unto the righteousness 
of God. 
 
     Henry Mahan, told the story one day of co-worker after he got saved. The man said, ‘I’ve 
been witnesses to a man at work. I’ve had him listen to some of your tapes and urging him to 
come and hear the gospel. I’ve been talking to him about the Master and trying my very best 
show him love and the grace of God. One day in his frustration he looked at me and he said, 
“I liked you better before you were saved!”’5 
 
     Why is it even the religious lost men would rather hang out with the ungodly and the 
unrighteous, rather than to be with those who embrace truth. They constantly go about to 
establish their own righteousness, yet they rebel against the truth of the righteousness of 
God, which is in Christ alone. My heart’s prayer is that you love God’s Word and His truth. 
Once you have been brought to a saving knowledge of God’s grace, you will love His truth. 
You won’t have to become a religious fanatic, or even a radical or belligerent soul winner. 
You just love Christ, because He is truth. You love His Word and believe it. You love His Cross 
and what it accomplished, and you proclaim it. You love His gospel and will defend it! 
 
     Because you have been made to know His saving grace. There was a time, you thought that 
you were pretty good. Oh, you wasn’t as bad as the guy down the road. You might have been 
even a little religious, but deep down you hated truth. It was offensive to your flesh, your 
mind, your will, and your nature. So you went about to establish your own righteousness, 
and we all did this in various ways. We hung with a bad crowd, but it wasn’t the really bad 
crowd. Yes, we committed minor offenses in our eyes, but it was never as bad as the rest of 
mankind. We rationalized our sin, because we were not as bad off as others; and then we 
justified it by our own fallen goodness. Deep down, we hated the truth of this Word because 
it convicted and condemned us.  
 
     We were ignorant of God’s righteousness, and in our fallen religious state we hated 
anything that would keep us from establishing our own righteousness. We hated truth, just 
like the rest of the world hates truth. When you were in this state, the world loved you. You 
could get alone with everyone. They liked you better when you were rejecting truth, even 
though you may have been religious, because most of them were religious also. They can 
stomach the religious, but the world cannot stomach Sovereign Grace. Religion can stomach 
the blasphemer, and the drunkard, but it cannot stomach the truth of God’s Sovereign Grace 
and His Righteousness in Christ alone.  
__________________________________________ 
3 NOTE: ‘wherein in times past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power 
of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience. 3 Among these also we all had our manner of 
living in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature the 
children of wrath, even as others.’  21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st 
Century King James Bible Publishers), Ephesians 2:2-3. 
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     So what do men do? Paul tells us exactly what they do. They are ignorant of God’s 
righteousness, (even though they may be religious), they go about to establish their own 
righteousness.  Do you really want to know what all this rebellion is about? What does it all 
boil down to? Glory, who gets the honor, who gets the praise, who gets the glory! 
 
     Men reject truth, because truth says, it is all of God. Man does not want to give credit to 
anyone, but himself; that’s our fallen nature. We take credit for the good, and cast blame 
because of the bad – in doing so we rebel against truth because deep down we hate it, because 
it hurts the fallen flesh.  
 
    It is for this reason, Paul moves forward to vindicate the Righteousness of God which is 
Christ alone. No other way my friend. One cannot walk in darkness and be a friend of truth. 
One cannot claim their works and still hold to grace, and one cannot speak of faith in Christ 
and still try to measure their own goodness for justification. Paul is about to profoundly 
explain that. 
 
Romans 10:4-10 
 
4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth. 
 

5 For Moses describeth the righteousness which is of the law, That the man which doeth those 
things shall live by them. 
 

6 But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, Say not in thine heart, Who shall 
ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down from above:) 
 

7 Or, Who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ again from the dead.) 
 

8 But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word 
of faith, which we preach; 
 

9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that 
God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 
 

10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation.6 
 
     We must look at this statement of truth that Paul proclaims here in verse number four. 
‘ For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.’7  
 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
4 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), Romans 10:3a-b. 
 
5 Henry T. Mahan, Sermon – Why Men Hate Free Grace, Henry T. Mahan Tape Library. (Pikeville, KY: Zebulon Baptist 
Church, February 21, 1982). http://www.sovereign-grace.com/13thstbap.htm. 
 
6 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 10:4-10. 
 
7 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Romans 10:4.  

http://www.sovereign-grace.com/13thstbap.htm
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     Religious people will read this verse and say, ‘yea, I got it, understand that!’ Then move 
right on. No, we need to camp out where in this verse just for a little while so that it may be 
understood, so that it may be proclaimed from the rooftops that biblical salvation, the 
righteousness of God, Himself is in none other than Christ and Christ alone. It is not in works, 
needs, or the Law, but pure grace! Unless the Spirit of Truth has broken your flesh, that will 
be offensive to the natural men.  
 
     Because ‘the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness 
unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.’8 The natural man 
will reject truth because he cannot understand it. Because of such ignorance he will go about 
trying to establish his own righteousness through his good works. Willfully rebelling against 
the righteousness of God. However, Paul tells us that Christ is the end, and just what does he 
mean by that here? 
 
Romans 10:3-4 
 
3 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own 
righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. 
 
4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth.9 
 
     When men in their ignorance and zeal, declare their own righteousness apart from faith 
in the finished work of Christ’ they still stand condemned in the unbelief. Because to cling to 
your own good works, is to deny the finished work of Christ and that is total treason and 
rebellion against the Righteousness of God. Because Christ is the Righteousness of God.  
 
     Look back at verse number four. ‘For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every 
one that believeth.’ 10  That little word ‘end’ as Paul uses it there in this verse, tells the whole 
story. Strong’s Concordance word 5056 as τέλος – tel-os – defined as ‘an end, consummation, 
closure to fulfill with all its results.’19 It is part of the statement that Jesus made from the 
Cross, ‘When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his 
head, and gave up the ghost (John 19:30).’20 So this little word as Paul uses it, has a two-fold 
meaning. The word He uses for Christ as being the end of the law for righteousness for 
everyone who believes. Means to fulfill the Law and to terminate the Law.  
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
8 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 1 Corinthians 2:14. 
 
9 Ibid., Romans 10:3-4. 
 
10 Ibid., Romans 10:4. 
 
11  James Strong, LLD, STD., “Greek Dictionary Appendix.” The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. 
5056 ‘τέλος – tel-os’ – fulfill / terminate. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2010). 
 
12 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), John 19:30. 
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     This word end, to describe the finished work of Christ and what He accomplished includes 
both the idea of the termination, and the fulfillment of the ultimate goal intended through 
the payment.  
 
     In the original Greek language, the context is not speaking of the fulfillment of the law by 
making an end through the sinless life and substitutionary death of Christ. However, the 
fulfillment for the requirement of righteousness. Furthermore, it is not speaking of 
termination as an end of doing away with the Law. Nevertheless, it speaks to the termination 
of the hold and penalty that the Law maintained over us prior to faith in Christ.  
 
     Because Christ is the Righteousness of God. He has fulfilled all requirements; He has paid 
the debt in full. When one tries to add to the finished work of Christ, they in their own 
ignorance are going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves 
unto the righteousness of God.13  
  
2 Corinthians 5:21 
 

21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him.14 
 

     Here Paul exclaims the Righteousness of God is Christ. Romans 10:4, Paul is letting us 
know that Christ is the end of law for righteousness to everyone who believes. 
 
Three ways to look at Romans 10:4 
 

• Christ is to whom the Law pointed – Galatians 3:24-29 ‘Wherefore the law was our 
schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 25 But after 
that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. 26 For ye are all the children 
of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ 
have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, 
there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if ye be Christ's, 
then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.15 

 
- The Law, it served as our guardian, our schoolmaster. The Law had the positive 

functions of highlighting our sins, restraining such actions, and pointing us to 
salvation from our sin in Christ.16 

 
• Christ is the complete fulfillment of the Law – Matthew 5:17-18 ‘Do not think that I 

came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. 18 For 
assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no 
means pass from the law till all is fulfilled.’17 

__________________________________________ 
13 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 10:3b-c. 
 
14 Ibid., 2 Corinthians 5:21. 
 
15 Ibid., Galatians 3:24-29. 
 
16 ESV Study Bible – Commentary Notes, (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2001), 2251. 
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- The Law was fulfilled by Christ. John MacArthur writes, ‘the fulfillment of the Law 
not only spoke of the fulfilled in what it foretold of Christ. Furthermore, Christ was 
indicating here that He is the fulfillment of the Law in all its aspects. He fulfilled 
the moral law by keeping it perfectly. He fulfilled the ceremonial law by being the 
embodiment of everything the law’s types and sacrifices pointed to. He fulfilled 
the judicial law by personifying God’s perfect justice.18  

 
• Christ is the termination of the Law –  

Colossians 2:14 ‘Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which 
was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross.’19 
 
Ephesians 2:14-16 ‘For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has 
broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of 
commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man 
in place of the two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body 
through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.’20 
 
- Paul say in Colossians, that Christ blotted out the handwriting of ordinances that 

was against us. Then in Ephesians, it is stated that Christ abolished the law of 
commandments expressed in ordinances, because Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness, to everyone that believes.  

 
     John Calvin writes, ‘Paul’s own words are now clear in the use of this middle wall of 
partition. Because it, as metaphorically understood as the Law hindered both Jews and 
Gentiles from coming in as one body. Therefore, Christ, by His flesh, (His own body) has 
abolished that enmity to form a perfect union in one body of both Jews and Gentiles. Because 
He, Christ is the end of Law for righteousness for everyone who believes. He is our peace.21 

 

     The problem with mankind is that he does not want this. This is basically stating that 
Christ has finished it all and there’s nothing else I can do but trust Him.  
 
     Can you do that today? Has the Spirit of God birthed the knowledge of saving faith in your 
heart and mind to move you to trust in Christ and Christ alone? 
 
__________________________________________ 
17 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), Matthew 5:17-18. 
 
18 John MacArthur, The MacArthur NASB Study Bible Notes. (La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 2006), 1368. 
 
19 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Colossians 2:14. 
 
20 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Ephesians 2:14-16. 
 
21 John Calvin, Commentary on Romans 10, Calvin's Commentary on the Bible, (1840-57), Date Accessed: May 30, 
2018.  https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/cal/ephesians-2.html. 
 

https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/cal/ephesians-2.html
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Romans 10:5-8 
 

5 For Moses describeth the righteousness which is of the law, That the man which doeth those 
things shall live by them. 
 

6 But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, Say not in thine heart, Who shall 
ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down from above:) 
 

7 Or, Who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ again from the dead.) 
 

8 But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word 
of faith, which we preach;22 
 
     Paul is dealing with the most important thing in your entire life, right here in this passage. 
Yet foolish, ignorant, carnal men will still go about to establish their own righteousness, even 
after being warned that Christ is the end of the Law for righteousness for everyone who 
believes. 
 

- Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down 
from above:) – all the works of ascending into the heights or scaling the mountain 
does not merit the incarnation for righteousness.  

 
- Or, Who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ again from the dead.) 

– all the works of descending into the deep does not merit the resurrection for 
righteousness. In other words what Paul is stating here is that our human works 
have absolutely nothing to do with Christ and His Righteousness. Nevertheless, 
the Righteousness of God is by faith. 

 
     This is what men must be made to see, by the Spirit of God. This righteousness required 
by God can only be found in the Person of Christ.  
 
Romans 10:9-10 
 
9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that 
God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 
 

10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation.23 
 
     Could we right now, give a defense of this passage? Could we use these two verses and 
explain the gospel to fallen man? Because these two verses have been misused and abused 
over the years, and I am afraid out of context they have sent more people to enteral 
damnation then eternal life.  
 

__________________________________________ 
22 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 10:5-8. 
 
23 Ibid., Romans 10:9-10. 
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     In closing, let us dissect these two verses. I am not trying to make salvation impossible. 
Because with man it already is impossible, but with God all things are possible, and salvation 
is of the Lord. 
 

That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus,  
 

- John MacArthur writes, ‘this is not just a simple acknowledgement that He is God 
and the Lord of the universe, since even the demons in hell acknowledge this to 
be true (James 2:19). However, this is a deep personal conviction, without 
reservation, that Jesus Christ is one’s Lord and own personal Master and 
Sovereign.24 

 
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 
 

- To believe in your heart; is to trust in and rely upon: 1. That He is the Son of God,  
2. That He died for your sins, 3. That He rose again from the dead and is alive 
forevermore. 

 
For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness;  
 

- In submitting unto Him as Lord, you submit unto in all things. Believing in your 
heart and trusting upon Him alone for righteousness. For He is the Righteousness 
of God. This brings about this brings about a deep-rooted conviction of sin and 
self-righteousness that results in repentance. Turning to God from sin, even for 
your righteousness. 

 
and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 
 

- This is an act of faith and repentance, that a man will confess Christ, openly and 
publicly. In Him, I shall not be ashamed. A man does not confess to be saved, he 
makes that public profession in Christ because He is saved. 

 
     Now this is salvation, all found in those two verses. It is not a prayer, it is not walking an 
aisle, good deeds or works, or even keeping of the Law for righteousness.  ‘For by grace are 
ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any 
man should boast.’25 
 
     When the knowledge of the truth of God’s Grace lays hold of a man, he will see himself, 
always for what he truly is, a sinner. He will turn to Christ, and trust in Him for all. Even for 
righteousness and especially for salvation. You say, ‘Pastor, I’m saved and I didn’t do all those 
things you talked about in Romans 10:9-10. Praise God, you are starting to get it, no you did 
not, but God did. That was the whole purpose of Paul writing Romans 9 before Romans 10. 
To make one understand fully, that Salvation is of the Lord, totally, wholly and completely. 
And I am what I am by the Grace of God. 
__________________________________________ 
24 John MacArthur, The MacArthur NASB Study Bible Notes. (La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 2006), 1680. 
 
25 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Ephesians 2:8-9. 
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