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Romans 10:10-17 
 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 68 

Introduction: 
 

     We closed out last lesson in Romans 10:10. The Apostle Paul vindicates clearly the 
doctrine of justification by faith alone. As he writes, ‘for with the heart a person 
believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.’1  
 
     It is by grace we are saved through faith. It is the act of faith in which the righteousness, 
required by God is imputed unto us to bring us into a right relationship in salvation. It is a 
result of salvation that the one made righteous will confess Him (Christ) as Lord.  We do not 
confess to be saved, however, we confess because we are saved. 
 
Now Paul brings us to the portion of the text which shows us the means by which God’s work 
of Grace is accomplished. Nevertheless, before he deals with this subject there is a very 
controversial verse inserted in by way of verse 11.  
 
Let’s read our text in its entirety to build the context to understand what the Apostle Paul is 
expounding upon here as he shows us important means by which this process of grace and 
faith works.  
 
Romans 10:10-17 
 
10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation. 
 

11 For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. 
 

12 For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich 
unto all that call upon him. 
 

13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 
 

14 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe 
in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 
__________________________________________ 
1 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Romans 10:10. 
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15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of 
them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! 
 

16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report? 
 

17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.2 
 
In verse 11, Paul is quoting from the Old Testament book of Isaiah. The various translations 
are as follows:  
 

- ESV – ‘For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.’3 
 

- KJV – ‘For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.’4  
 
- NASB – ‘For the Scripture says, “WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED.”’5 

 
     Depending on which translation you are reading, this may cause one to wander exactly 
what the Apostle Paul is trying to say here. Will the one who believes, be not ashamed, or be 
not disappointed? One cannot truly get clarity from the English, therefore we must go to the 
Greek Interlinear Bible.  
 
11 – λέγει γὰρ ἡ γραφή , Πᾶς ὁ - πιστεύων ἐπ’ αὐτῷ οὐ καταισχυνθήσεται.6 
 
    The English wording of this verse reads as such: ‘Says indeed the Scripture, Everyone – 
believing on Him not, will be put to shame.’6  
 
     This verse has nothing to do with making a profession, but it is validation of the promise.  
Exactly what Jesus told us in the Gospel of John, ‘Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth 
my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into 
condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.’7 
 
     We will not be put to shame in the sense of that promise of no condemnation, therefore, 
in the end by following Christ, I shall not be disappointed.  And there is no distinction among 
men for this blessed promise of hope, it is for all those who shall believe in Christ.  
 
__________________________________________ 
2 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 10:10-17. 
 

3 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Romans 10:11. 
 
4 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 10:11. 
 
5 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Romans 10:11. 
 
6 Greek Interlinear Bible, Bible Hub, (Romans 10:11). Date Accessed: June 4, 2018.  
http://biblehub.com/interlinear/romans/10-11.htm. 
 
7 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), John 5:24. 
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     As Paul quotes this verse here, from Isaiah 28:16 and 49:23, John MacArthur writes, ‘this 
quotation not only demonstrates that salvation by grace through faith alone has always been 
God’s salvation plan, but that no one – including Gentiles was ever to be excluded.’8 

 

- Romans 1:16 - For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.9 
 

- Romans 3:21-22 - But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, 
being witnessed by the law and the prophets; 22 Even the righteousness of God which is 
by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no 
difference.10 

     The Apostle Paul reiterates this loud and clear with our next two verses from Romans 10. 
In Romans 10:12-13, as he writes, ‘For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek, 
for the same Lord over all is rich unto all who call upon Him. 13 For “whosoever shall call upon 
the name of the Lord shall be saved.”’11 
 
     Paul’s quote here comes from Joel (2:32), in this, Paul is emphasizing that salvation is 
available for all people, ‘for “whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.”’12 
 
     However, may we be so very careful when using this passage, because without its proper 
usage in context, it births the idea of decisional regeneration. One must understand this verse 
in context. How then can they call – be very careful on Who you call, how you call and why 
you call. The Apostle Paul addresses this next with a series of rhetorical questions. As Paul 
considers the chain of events necessary for a person to be saved.13 Because, it is not the call 
that saves you but the Person in who one is calling upon. Without complete trust and faith in 
the One called upon (Christ) there is no salvation. 
__________________________________________ 
8 John MacArthur, The MacArthur NASB Study Bible Notes. (La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 2006), 1680. 
 
9 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 1:16. 
 
10 Ibid., Romans 3:21-22. 
 
11 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), Romans 10:12-13. 
 
12 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 10:12. 
 
13 NOTE: ‘Verse 14 is linked to v. 13 with the word call. The logic of these verses is clear: (1) People, will call on Jesus 
to save them only if they believe He can do so; (2) Belief in Christ cannot exist without knowledge about Him; (3) One 
hears about Christ only when someone proclaims the saving message; (4)The Message about Christ will not be 
proclaimed unless someone is sent by God to do so. This is why Paul was so urgent about spreading the gospel to the 
ends of the earth, for he believed that the only way to be saved was to hear and believe in the gospel. ESV Study Bible 
– Commentary Notes, (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2001), 2175.  
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     ‘For, Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’14 but what does Paul 
go on to write? 
 
Romans 10:14-15a-b 
 
14 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe 
in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 
 

15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent?15  
 
     Remember the ‘call’ in verse 14 is linked to the ‘call’ from verse 13.16 Here is Paul’s break 
down with the series of his rhetorical questions to the readers. 
 

-  13 ‘For, Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’17 
 
This is the only means by which a man can be saved, calling upon the name of the 
Lord; and that name is Jesus. ‘And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.’ (ESV Acts 4:12).18 

 
- 14 ‘How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed?’19 

 

Salvation comes to those who calls by faith, so therefore the call must be a call of trust 
in the person they are calling upon. People will call on Jesus to save them only if they 
believe He can do so.  Therefore, this call must be a call of faith and trust in the Christ. 

__________________________________________ 
14 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), Romans 10:13. 
 
15 Holy Bible –King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 10:14-15. 
 
16 NOTE: ‘There was a mutual connection between the calling of the Gentiles and the ministry of Paul, which he 
exercised among them; so that on the evidence for the one depended the evidence for the other. It was now 
necessary for Paul to prove, beyond a doubt, the calling of the Gentiles, and, at the same time, to give a reason for 
his own ministry, lest he should seem to extend the favor of God without authority, to withhold from the children 
the bread intended for them by God, and to bestow it on dogs. But these things he therefore clears up at the same 
time. But how he connects the thread of his discourse, will not be fully understood, until every part be in order 
explained. The import of what he advances is the same as though he had said, “Both Jews and Gentiles, by calling 
on the name of God, do thereby declare that they believe on him; for a true calling on God’s name cannot be except 
a right knowledge of him were first had. Moreover, faith is produced by the word of God, but the word of God is 
nowhere preached, except through God’s special providence and appointment. Where then there is a calling on God, 
there is faith; and where faith is, the seed of the word has preceded; where there is preaching there is the calling of 
God. Now where his calling is thus efficacious and fruitful, there is there a clear and indubitable proof of the divine 
goodness. It will hence at last appear, that the Gentiles are not to be excluded from the kingdom of God, for God 
has admitted them into a participation of his salvation. For as the cause of faith among them is the preaching of the 
gospel, so the cause of preaching is the mission of God, by which it had pleased him in this manner to provide for 
their salvation.”’ John Calvin, Commentary on Romans 10, Calvin's Commentary on the Bible, (1840-57), Date 
Accessed: June 5, 2018. https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/cal/romans-10.html. 
17 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), Romans 10:13. 
 
18 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Acts 4:12. 
 
19 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 10:14a. 
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- 14 ‘. . . . and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard?’20 
 
Belief in the Lord Jesus Christ cannot exist without correct knowledge of Him. This 
shows us the importance of spreading the Gospel of the Good News of God’s saving 
grace. 
 
No one can be saved, without hearing the Gospel, . . . . THE GOSPEL! 
 
‘For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for 
everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.’21 

 
So therefore, in order for them to call, they must believe, in order for them to believe 
they must hear the Gospel, . . . . THE GOSPEL! 
 

- 14 ‘ . . . . and how shall they hear without a preacher? 15 And how shall they preach, 
except they be sent?’22 

 

The man sent of God, has but one message. Because the Gospel is unchanging. It is not 
a message of man, with works and law, with deeds and sacraments. But God’s 
messenger proclaims but one truth. Salvation by grace through faith, not of works 
because salvation is of the Lord. 

Paul pronounces a curse of final judgment on all those who proclaim or receive a 
different gospel.  

Because there is but one gospel – 8 ‘But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach 
any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be 
accursed. 9 As we said before, so say I now again, if any man preach any other gospel 
unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.’23 The Apostle Paul states here 
the importance, because with a false gospel comes eternal damnation. Paul says even 
if it is ‘I myself’ that do this, who ever it is, let them be accursed – anathema! 

• ἀνάθεμα – anathema (Strong’s Word #331) meaning: ‘properly, place up, referring 
to something pledged (given up) to destruction; a divine curse/ban; an “oath-
curse”.24 

__________________________________________ 
20 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 1:14b. 
 
21 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), Romans 1:16. 
 
22 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 10:14c-
15a. 
 

23 Ibid., Galatians 1:8-9. 
 
24 James Strong, LLD, STD., “Greek Dictionary Appendix.” The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. 331 
- ἀνάθεμα – anathema. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2010). 
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     Can you now see the importance of Paul’s rhetorical questions, all beginning with ‘How 
Can’?  Because can deals with ability, and a man cannot be saved unless: 
 

1. He hears the Gospel. 
2. The Right Gospel. 
3. God Regenerates. 
4. He believes the Gospel. 
5. He calls on the Name of the Lord.  

 
     This is all accomplished by the work of regeneration through the power of the Good News, 
sweet to the hearer once they have been made to know and understand the bad news. 
 
Romans 10:15b-d 
 
15 . . . .as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and 
bring glad tidings of good things!25 
 
     I hope we understand the word picture Paul is using here. He is not saying you have to 
have pretty feet to be preacher.  
 

Isaiah 52:6-7 
 
6 Therefore my people shall know my name: therefore they shall know in that day that I am he 
that doth speak: behold, it is I. 
 

7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that 
publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto 
Zion, Thy God reigneth!26 
 
     This is a word picture taken from the Old Testament. Taken from the picture of the 
runners from the battle, bringing the message back inside the walls of the fortified city. One 
could look off in a distance and see the runner. If he was moving slow with his head hung 
low, the watchers on the walls would know that the news wasn’t good. However, if there was 
speed and excitement as he approached, one would know by his feet, that good news is 
coming. The battle was won, the victory is ours. We have overcome, oh what beautiful feet 
that bring such glad tidings.   
 
     This good news, is not only the glad tidings, it is not only a gracious offer, but the message 
of faith in Christ is a command to believe and repent. Yet not, all who hear do so, but to only 
those to God’s grace is revealed. 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
25 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 10:15b-
d. 
 
26 Ibid., Isaiah 52:6-7. 
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Romans 10:16 
 
16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our 
report?27 

 

     In Romans chapter 9, Paul has dealt with Sovereignty, yet hear in Romans 10 he has dealt 
with human responsibility. The command of faith and repentance toward God, yet it is still a 
result of Sovereignty. However, he reminds us from quoting Isaiah 53:1 the Supreme 
Sovereignty of Almighty God. In God will save whosoever He wills to reveal Himself. 
 

- Isaiah 53:1 - Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD 
revealed? 28  To whom it is revealed, they shall believe. 

 

     Do you remember what the Father spoke to the Son in Psalm 100:3? - Thy people shall be 
willing in the day of thy power. 
 
     What did our Lord say of this? ‘For as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also 
the Son gives life to whom he wills.’29 

 

     Our Lord’s Prayer; ‘for You (The Father) gave Him (The Christ) authority over all flesh; so 
He Him (The Christ) may give eternal life to all (The Elect) You (The Father) have given Him. 
(The Christ)’30 
 

     Now Paul’s words on the matter from Romans 9. ‘ For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy 
on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. 16 So 
then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy.’31 

 
     Is God Sovereign? Absolutely! Is man responsible to repent and believe the gospel? You 
better believe it!  
 
     A man’s faith at conversion cannot be in himself. Because it is not in and of himself, but it 
is a gift of God, granted by grace in regeneration. Man’s trust should not be in a prayer, his 
works, or his ability to keep or maintain the Law. However, his faith and trust should be in 
the One whom he has heard and believed and called upon.   ‘Lord save me!’ 
 
__________________________________________ 
27 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 10:16. 
 
28 Ibid., Isaiah 53:1. 
 
29 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
John 5:21. 
 
30 Holman Christian Standard Bible, HCSB, (Nashville: Holman Bible Publishers, 2009), John 17:2. 
 
31 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 9:15-16. 
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Romans 10:17 
 
17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.32 
 
     Once again, Paul brings us back to the importance of the Gospel, because God saves only 
through and by His Word. 
 
     Paul sums up his argument here. One can only be saved by grace through faith. Faith comes 
by hearing the Word of Truth, which is the Gospel. The only message of truth is that Salvation 
is in the Person of Christ, Alone! All for the Glory of God Alone.  
 
     Remember, His Word will not return unto Him void, ‘Without accomplishing what I desire, 
And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.’33 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
32 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 10:17. 
 
33 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Isaiah 55:11c-d. 
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