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Introduction: 

 

In the 8th chapter of the Book of Romans the 

Apostle Paul sets forth the great purpose of God 

in grace, showing us that the purpose of God is 

the salvation of his people. In verse 28, he tells us 

that all the works of providence are brought to pass 

by his all-wise omnipotence in the pursuit of that 

purpose. 

 

(Romans 8:28) “And we know that all things 

work together for good to them that love God, to 

them who are the called according to his 

purpose.” 

 

When David thought upon this great, glorious, 

soul-cheering fact, the fact that our God rules the 

universe in absolute sovereignty for the salvation of 
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his people, he said, — “O God, my soul trusteth in 

thee. Yea, in the shadow of thy wings will I make my 

refuge. I will cry unto God most high, unto God that 

performeth all things for me. He shall send from 

heaven and save me” (Psalm 57:1-3). 

 

Paul sets before us the great mystery of 

providence in Romans 8:28. Then, in verses 29 

and 30, he shows us how God accomplishes the 

salvation of his people, according to his sovereign, 

eternal, unalterable purpose. 

 

(Romans 8:29-30) “For whom he did foreknow, 

he also did predestinate to be conformed to the 

image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn 

among many brethren. (30) Moreover whom he 

did predestinate, them he also called: and whom 

he called, them he also justified: and whom he 

justified, them he also glorified.” 

 

FIVE WORKS OF GRACE 
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Here we have the grace of God set before us in five 

great works. These works of grace Matthew Henry 

compared to a golden chain with five unbreakable 

links, reaching from the everlasting past to the 

everlasting future, from eternity to eternity.  

 

1. DIVINE FOREKNOWLEDGE — “Whom he 

did foreknow.” God’s foreknowledge is his 

everlasting love for his elect (Jeremiah 31:3). 

2. SOVEREIGN PREDESTINATION — “He also 

did predestinate to be conformed to the image of 

his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many 

brethren.” 

3. EFFECTUAL CALLING — “Moreover, whom 

he did predestinate, them he also called.” — God 

adopted his elect and named us as his children 

from eternity. Then, at the appointed time of love, 

he called us to be his children and made us his 

children in the sweet experience of his grace 

(Galatians 4:4-6; 1 John 3:1-2). 
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(Galatians 4:4-6) “But when the fulness of the 

time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of 

a woman, made under the law, (5) To redeem 

them that were under the law, that we might 

receive the adoption of sons. (6) And because ye 

are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his 

Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.” 

 

(1 John 3:1-2) “Behold, what manner of love the 

Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be 

called the sons of God: therefore the world 

knoweth us not, because it knew him not. (2) 

Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it 

doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we 

know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like 

him; for we shall see him as he is.” 

 

4. ETERNAL JUSTIFICATION — “Whom he 

called, them he also justified.” — In His Eternal 

Purpose! — At Calvary! — In the Testimony of 

the Spirit by the Gift of Faith in Christ! 
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5. EVERLASTING GLORIFICATION — “And 

whom he justified, them he also glorified.” — In 

Christ Before the World was Made! — With Christ 

at the Last Day! 

 

FIVE CHALLENGES 

 

In response to this great revelation of God’s 

sovereign purpose and saving grace in Christ, the 

Apostle Paul raised five bold challenges of faith. 

Because he believed what God revealed, he lifted his 

eyes to heaven, scanned the experiences of time, and 

peered into the very depths of hell and says (Romans 

8:31-39). 

 

1. “What shall we then say to these things? If God be 

for us, who can be against us?” 

2. “He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him 

up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely 

give us all things?” 

3. “Who shall lay anything to the charge of God’s 

elect? It is God that justifieth.” 
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4. “Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that 

died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at 

the right hand of God, who also maketh 

intercession for us.” 

5. “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 

shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 

famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? (36) As it 

is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day 

long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 

(37) Nay, in all these things we are more than 

conquerors through him that loved us. (38) For I 

am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor 

angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 

present, nor things to come, (39) Nor height, nor 

depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to 

separate us from the love of God, which is in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

 

In Romans 8 Paul describes God’s great purpose of 

grace. It is eternal, absolute, unalterable, and shall be 

accomplished. — “He shall not fail!” When time 

shall be no more, God’s elect in glory shall be 
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exactly those whom he loved with an everlasting 

love, chose, and predestinated before time began. 

 

OUR EXPERIENCE OF GRACE 

 

But there is another aspect of grace that is just as 

important as God’s purpose of grace. In fact, it is this 

other aspect of grace that makes God’s purpose of 

grace glorious in our eyes and gives just the 

confidence to raise such bold, confident challenges of 

faith as we have just read. That other aspect of grace 

is the experience of it. 

 

I want to talk to you about that experience of grace. I 

want to show you what happens when God saves a 

sinner. You will find my text in Leviticus 22:31-33. 

 

(Leviticus 22:31-33) “Therefore shall ye keep 

my commandments, and do them: I am the 

LORD. (32) Neither shall ye profane my holy 

name; but I will be hallowed among the children 

of Israel: I am the LORD which hallow you, (33) 
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That brought you out of the land of Egypt, to be 

your God: I am the LORD.” 

 

“Here is God’s authority as God. Here is added 

to this his gracious character as our covenant 

God. And as if these were not enough, here is 

added that striking instance of his covenant-

mercy in Israel’s redemption from Egypt.” 

— Robert Hawker 

 

It is by his authority as God that our God and Savior 

demands our reverence, our faith, our obedience, our 

utter consecration to himself. 

 

But, here also, is a picture of grace in experience, a 

picture of that which every chosen sinner experiences 

when God saves him by his omnipotent mercy. As 

we look at these three verses together, I want to show 

you seven things experienced by every saved sinner 

in this wondrous thing we call “salvation” — 

SEVEN LINKS IN THE CHAIN OF GRACE. As 

Matthew Henry saw Romans 8:29 and 30 as five 
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links in the golden chain of grace purposed. I see 

Leviticus 22:31-33 as setting before us seven links in 

the equally golden chain of grace experienced. 

 

Proposition: God’s purpose of grace is a theme of 

worship and praise. But God’s purpose of grace will 

never motivate anyone to worship him until that 

grace is experienced. 

 

In these three verses the Lord our God uses our 

experience of grace to motivate us in his worship and 

praise. 

 

Hold your Bible open at Leviticus 22:31-33 and you 

will see this clearly in these seven links in the chain 

of grace. 

 

REVELATION 

 

1st — The first link in the chain is revelation, 

God’s revelation of himself. Here, in verse 31, he 

says “I am the LORD.” As the Lord God spoke to 
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Moses out of the bush and revealed himself to him, 

as he revealed himself to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 

so he must reveal himself to us, if ever we come to 

know him in the glorious experience of grace. There 

is no salvation apart from the knowledge of God 

(John 17:3). And there is no knowledge of God apart 

from God’s revelation of himself. Do you ask, “Bro. 

Don, how does the invisible God reveal himself? 

How does God savingly reveal himself to sinners?” 

— Three Ways… 

 

God is known and reveals himself in and by creation, 

providence, judgment, and the written Word, so that 

all are without excuse. But the Lord God savingly 

reveals himself only in these three ways. 

 

1.  The Man Christ Jesus, the God-man our 

Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ is the revelation 

of the eternal God (John 1:14, 18; 14:6-9). 

 

(John 1:14) “And the Word was made flesh, and 

dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the 
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glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full 

of grace and truth.” 

 

(John 1:18) “No man hath seen God at any time; 

the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of 

the Father, he hath declared him.” 

 

(John 14:6-9) “Jesus saith unto him, I am the 

way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto 

the Father, but by me. (7) If ye had known me, 

ye should have known my Father also: and from 

henceforth ye know him, and have seen him. (8) 

Philip saith unto him, Lord, show us the Father, 

and it sufficeth us. (9) Jesus saith unto him, Have 

I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou 

not known me, Philip? He that hath seen me hath 

seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Show 

us the Father?”  

 

2. The Lord God reveals himself to men and 

women by the preaching of the gospel (2 

Corinthians 4:3-7; Ephesians 1:13-14). 
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(2 Corinthians 4:3-7) “But if our gospel be hid, it 

is hid to them that are lost: (4) In whom the God 

of this world hath blinded the minds of them 

which believe not, lest the light of the glorious 

gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, 

should shine unto them. (5) For we preach not 

ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and 

ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake. (6) For 

God, who commanded the light to shine out of 

darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the 

light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 

face of Jesus Christ. (7) But we have this 

treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of 

the power may be of God, and not of us.” 

 

(Ephesians 1:3-12) “Blessed be the God and 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath 

blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly 

places in Christ: (4) According as he hath chosen 

us in him before the foundation of the world, that 

we should be holy and without blame before him 
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in love: (5) Having predestinated us unto the 

adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, 

according to the good pleasure of his will, (6) To 

the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he 

hath made us accepted in the beloved. (7) In 

whom we have redemption through his blood, 

the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of 

his grace; (8) Wherein he hath abounded toward 

us in all wisdom and prudence; (9) Having made 

known unto us the mystery of his will, according 

to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in 

himself: (10) That in the dispensation of the 

fulness of times he might gather together in one 

all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, 

and which are on earth; even in him: (11) In 

whom also we have obtained an inheritance, 

being predestinated according to the purpose of 

him who worketh all things after the counsel of 

his own will: (12) That we should be to the 

praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.” 
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(Ephesians 1:13-14) “In whom ye also trusted, 

after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel 

of your salvation: in whom also after that ye 

believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of 

promise, (14) Which is the earnest of our 

inheritance until the redemption of the purchased 

possession, unto the praise of his glory.” 

 

But it takes more than hearing me or any other man 

preach the gospel for a sinner to know the living 

God. It takes more than the preaching of the gospel 

to save an immortal soul. 

 

3. If ever you are saved, if ever you come to know 

God, the Lord Jesus Christ must be revealed in 

you, not just to you, but in you (Galatians 1:15-

16; Colossians 1:27). 

 

(Galatians 1:15-16) “But when it pleased God, 

who separated me from my mother’s womb, and 

called me by his grace, (16) To reveal his Son in 

me, that I might preach him among the heathen; 
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immediately I conferred not with flesh and 

blood.” 

 

(Colossians 1:27) “To whom God would make 

known what is the riches of the glory of this 

mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in 

you, the hope of glory.” 

 

Let’s go back to Leviticus 22:32. Once the Lord God 

makes himself known, if ever the Lord God is 

pleased to reveal himself, that sinner to whom and in 

whom he is revealed will reverence him as God. — 

“Neither shall ye profane my holy name.” So the 

second link in this chain of grace is… 

 

REVERENCE. 

 

2nd — Reverence for God has something to do 

with what the Bible calls “the fear of God.” When 

the Lord God comes in the saving operations of his 

grace, the first thing, the very first thing that happens 

is fear, reverence for God as God, sovereign, just, 
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and holy (Isaiah 66:1-2; Ezekiel 1:28; Revelation 

1:17-18). 

• Moses at the Burning Bush (Exodus 3) 

• Isaiah (Isaiah 6) 

• Saul of Tarsus on the Damascus Road (Acts 9) 

 

(Isaiah 66:1-2) “Thus saith the LORD, The 

heaven is my throne, and the earth is my 

footstool: where is the house that ye build unto 

me? and where is the place of my rest? (2) For 

all those things hath mine hand made, and all 

those things have been, saith the LORD: but to 

this man will I look, even to him that is poor and 

of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word.” 

 

(Ezekiel 1:28) “As the appearance of the bow 

that is in the cloud in the day of rain, so was the 

appearance of the brightness round about. This 

was the appearance of the likeness of the glory 

of the LORD. And when I saw it, I fell upon my 

face, and I heard a voice of one that spake.” 
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(Revelation 1:17-18) “And when I saw him, I 

fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand 

upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first 

and the last: (18) I am he that liveth, and was 

dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, 

Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.” 

 

WORSHIP 

 

3rd — The third link in this chain, the third thing 

involved in the experience of grace is worship. The 

Lord God declares, “I will be hallowed among the 

children of Israel.” 

 

Once God makes himself known, those who know 

him worship him. They not only fall on their faces 

acknowledging and confessing their guilt and sin, 

utterly withered, without strength, and helpless 

before his august majesty and holiness, they worship 

him alone as God and worship as God alone, the only 

true God. 

• Sovereign 
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• Holy 

• Just 

• Gracious 

 

SANCTIFICATION 

 

4th — Then comes the blessed experience of 

sanctification, the new birth. Look at the last line of 

verse 32 — “I am the LORD which hallow you.” Only 

when we are made to know who God is… 

• Sovereign! 

• Eternal! 

• Self-existent! 

• Holy! 

• God! 

• Saving! 

And worship him will we hear him declare — “I am 

the Lord which hallow (sanctify and set apart) you.” 

• By Eternal Election. 

• By Special Redemption. 

• By Effectual Calling and Regeneration. 
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DELIVERANCE 

 

5th — Now, put that last part of verse 32 and the first 

part of verse 33 together, and you will see the fifth 

link in this chain of grace as it is experienced. — “I 

am the LORD which hallow you. That brought you out 

of the Land of Egypt.” — Here is the declaration of 

deliverance by grace. When you find yourself at the 

footstool of his throne worshipping him as God, you 

will hear God declare deliverance to your soul. You 

were in bondage, in darkness, in the land of the 

cursed, but I brought you out… 

• By the Blood of the Lamb. 

• By My Mighty Arm. 

 

Now, look at the next line. — “I brought you out of 

the land of Egypt to be your God.” Once a sinner 

hears God’s declaration of salvation, of deliverance, 

he is made to experience the wondrous, life changing 

blessedness of… 

 

CONVERSION. 



Sermon #52 — Discovering Christ in Leviticus 

SEVEN LINKS IN THE CHAIN OF GRACE 

Leviticus 22:31-33 

 

20 

 

6th — If ever God makes himself known to you in 

grace, you will have no other God. When you hear 

the law cry, “Who is on the LORD’S side,” you will 

take your place on his side with great delight and 

gratitude, renouncing every false way and every 

false god. — That’s called “conversion.” 

 

CONSECRATION. 

 

7th — Now, look at verse 31 again, for just a minute, 

and I will send you home and, I hope, send you home 

rejoicing in the knowledge and worship of our great 

God. Here is the seventh link in the chain of grace. 

Once a sinner experiences this mighty operation 

of grace that we call salvation, he is forever more 

a man of consecration. 

 

All who know God, all who experience his grace in 

Christ, all who have been delivered by him from the 

curse of the law and the bondage of guilt and sin, all 

who have been snatched as brands from the burning 
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are forever God’s. — He says, in the light of all that 

he has done for us… 

 

(Leviticus 22:31) “Therefore shall ye keep my 

commandments, and do them: I am the LORD.” 

 

This is not a matter of legal obedience. Not one of us 

ever keeps even one of his commandments by our 

own effort or work. As everywhere else in the law, 

this is a promise of grace. It is talking about faith in 

Christ (Romans 3:31; 8:1-4; 1 John 3:23). 

 

(Romans 3:31) “Do we then make void the law 

through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the 

law.” 

 

(Romans 8:1-4) “There is therefore now no 

condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, 

who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 

(2) For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 

Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and 

death. (3) For what the law could not do, in that 
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it was weak through the flesh, God sending his 

own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for 

sin, condemned sin in the flesh: (4) That the 

righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, 

who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” 

 

(1 John 3:23) “And this is his commandment, 

That we should believe on the name of his Son 

Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us 

commandment.”  

 

By his gracious gift of faith in Christ, God the Holy 

Ghost graciously, continuously turns our hearts 

Godward, consecrating us by his grace to our Savior 

(Colossians 3:1-3; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11, 19-20; 

Romans 12:1-2; 1 Corinthians 10:31). 

 

(Colossians 3:1-3) “If ye then be risen with 

Christ, seek those things which are above, where 

Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. (2) Set 

your affection on things above, not on things on 



Sermon #52 — Discovering Christ in Leviticus 

SEVEN LINKS IN THE CHAIN OF GRACE 

Leviticus 22:31-33 

 

23 

the earth. (3) For ye are dead, and your life is hid 

with Christ in God.” 

 

(1 Corinthians 6:9-11) “Know ye not that the 

unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of 

God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor 

idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor 

abusers of themselves with mankind, (10) Nor 

thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor 

revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the 

kingdom of God. (11) And such were some of 

you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but 

ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

and by the Spirit of our God.” 

 

(1 Corinthians 6:19-20) “What? know ye not that 

your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which 

is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not 

your own? (20) For ye are bought with a price: 

therefore glorify God in your body, and in your 

spirit, which are God’s.” 
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(Romans 12:1-2) “I beseech you therefore, 

brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present 

your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 

unto God, which is your reasonable service. (2) 

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 

ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, 

and perfect, will of God.” 

 

(1 Corinthians 10:31) “Whether therefore ye eat, 

or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory 

of God.” 

 

Illustration: Many years ago, in the reign of 

Queen Victoria, the Punjab Province of India 

came under the British Crown. The young 

Maharajah, then a only a boy, sent an offering to 

his new monarch, the wonderful Koh-i-noor 

diamond (105.6 carets!). It was placed in the 

Tower of London with the other crown jewels.  
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Several years later, the Maharajah, now a full-

grown man, came to see the Queen again. 

During his visit, he asked if he could see the 

Koh-i-noor diamond.  

 

Somewhat bewildered at his request, the Queen, 

courteously, gave orders that the jewel be 

brought under armed guard from the Tower to 

Buckingham Palace.  

 

When it arrived and was handed to the 

Maharajah. Everyone present eagerly watched to 

see what he would do.  

 

Taking the priceless jewel in his hand, he walked 

to the window, where he examined it carefully. 

Then as the onlookers still wondered, he walked 

back with it clasped in his hand and knelt before 

the Queen. “Madam,” he said, “I gave you this 

jewel when I was a child, too young to know 

what I was doing. I want to give it again, in the 

fulness of my strength, with all my heart’s 
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affection and gratitude, now and forever, fully 

realizing all that I do.” 

 

O Spirit of God, give me grace to so consecrated 

myself to Christ my God, now and forever, realizing 

all that I do! 

 

APPLICATION 

 

As we read the instructions of God’s holy law in the 

many typical ordinances and sacrifices of the Old 

Testament, we should earnestly pray that God the 

Holy Ghost would enlighten our understanding that 

we might be led, again and again, to our blessed 

Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

In this chapter, by the sanctity required of God’s 

priests, we see him who is our Priest. In the 

unblemished object of every sacrifice, Christ’s 

spotless nature is set before us.  
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Oh! may it be my portion, in every approach to God, 

to bear in the arms of my faith none and nothing but 

Christ! Gracious Spirit of God, keep me from 

bringing anything of my own to my God for 

acceptance with him! All that is in me, all that comes 

from me, is, as the prophet describes, torn, and lame, 

and sick. Let me never sacrifice to the Lord a corrupt 

thing. But looking wholly to Christ, the Lamb of 

God, in his infinite holiness, purity, and soul-

cleansing oblation, may the Lord God accept this one 

all-sufficient offering at my hand and sanctify my 

soul by the precious merits of his obedience and 

death for me! 

 

Could our zeal know no respite, could our prayers 

know no pause, could our efforts know no relaxation, 

could we give all we have of time, wealth, talent, and 

opportunity, could we die a martyr’s death a 

thousand times, would not the Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Best Beloved of our souls, deserve far more? 

 

Amen. 


