
Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, saith the LORD of hosts: 

smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered: and I will turn mine hand upon the little ones. 

(Zechariah 13:7) 

I. Introduction 
1. What is the NT explanation of this verse? 

i. Jesus quotes the second half of Zechariah 13:7 to His disciples,  

1. All of you will be made to stumble because of Me this night, for it is 

written: ‘I will strike the Shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be 

scattered.’ But after I have been raised, I will go before you to Galilee.” 

(Matthew 26:31-32) 

2. Jesus made it clear that the sheep spoken of in the original refers to His 

disciples, as He says that all will be scattered. He takes the roles of the 

Shepherd to Himself, saying that He would go before them to Galilee.  

ii. This reflects Jesus’ words in John 10, wherein He declares Himself to be the 

Good Shepherd, he said,  

1. And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and 

the sheep follow him: for they know his voice (John 10:4 KJV).  

iii. We have another testimony in John 16, where the Lord prophesies the 

scattering of the disciples, each man to his own home, in which we see the 

application of Zech 13:7.  

1. Jesus said, “Do ye now believe? Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now 

come, that ye shall be scattered, every man to his own, and shall leave 

me alone: and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with me” (John 

16:31-32 KJV).  

iv. So, given that the second part of the verse is applied to the Lord and His 

disciples, we can be certain that the first part of the verse applies to the Lord 

Jesus.  

2. Who is speaking? 
i. The LORD of Hosts. The word for “Hosts” is a military term, literally meaning 

armies. He is the chief and head of all glory, the one from whom are all things.  

1. The term “the LORD of Hosts” appears 245 times in the Bible but none 

before 1 Samuel.  

2. Though the name does not appear explicitly until later, it is implicit in 

Genesis 2:1, “Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the 

host of them.”  

ii. LORD of Hosts is here identified with the Father – as we just read the words of 

Jesus in John 16:32, “the Father is with Me.” As the Good Shepherd is the Son, 

so the LORD of Hosts is the Father. 

3. To whom is the LORD of Hosts speaking? 
i. The sword. He addresses it directly, as we have it in our version, “O sword”.  

ii. There is no word in the Hebrew which is rendered “O” in “O sword,” but the 

word for sword is placed prominently at the head of the sentence in the 

Hebrew, to make this a direct address. Having the little word ‘O’ in English, is 



helpful to make clear that the LORD of Armies is speaking to the sword, even 

seemingly addressing it as His fellow.  

4. What command is given to the Sword? 
i. The command given is a solemn one. “Awake! Rouse yourself, O Sword. Stir 

yourself to action.” This word is used of “Abishai the brother of Joab, [who] was 

chief of the three: for lifting up his spear against three hundred, he slew them, 

and had a name among the three” (1 Chron 11:20). Abishai roused his spear to 

action and with it slew three hundred men.  

5. Against whom is the sword to be awakened? 

i. The Person against whom the sword is awaked is very glorious. This description 

is magnificent – God calls Him “My Shepherd” and “the Man that is My Fellow.”  

1. “My Shepherd” – a simple term for the whole Mediatorial Office 

2. “The man that is My Fellow” – implies the dual nature of the Mediator 

ii. In short, the sword is awakened against the God-Man Mediator. 

6. What is the sword to do? 

i. Smite the shepherd. The Hebrew word for “smite” sounds like our English word 

“hack”, not as in a computer hack but as in hacking someone to death, as in 

“Samuel hacked Agag in pieces before the LORD in Gilgal”.  

ii. In Judges 18:27 we read that Israelites “smote [the people of Laish] with the 

edge of the sword” – that is, they killed them. To smite means to kill. 

1. As an interesting note, the literal translation of the Hebrew of “the edge 

of the sword” is “the mouth of the sword.” As David cynically wrote to 

soothe Joab regarding their plot to murder Uriah the Hittite, “the sword 

devours one as well as another” (2 Samuel 11:25). 

iii. Thus, the purpose of the sword is to devour, as with a mouth, to consume life. 

And so, the text says, smite the Shepherd, with the LORD of Host’s own fully 

awakened, living sword.  

7. What is the immediate consequence of the smiting of the Shepherd?  
i. The sheep are scattered. When Jesus was arrested, “they all forsook him, and 

fled. Now a certain young man followed Him, having a linen cloth thrown 

around his naked body. And the young men laid hold of him, and he left the 

linen cloth and fled from them naked. (Mark 14:50-52) 

ii. This interesting incident is recorded only in Mark and some commentators think 

the young man might have been Mark himself. Regardless of the identity of the 

young man, the incident does show the ferocity of the armed band to lay hands 

on anyone associated with Jesus. Yet, the young man escaped, though being 

driven to such an extremity, as Job said, “I am escaped with the skin of my 

teeth” (Job 19:20). 

iii. Jesus stood up against the ferocity of the mob. He did not flee in terror. He 

spoke a word and they fell backwards. At last, He said, “I have told you that I am 

he: if therefore ye seek me, let these go their way: “– here is the Good Shepherd 

gloriously protecting His sheep! Here is the Lord interceding on behalf of His 

elect. “Here am I”, says He, “whom ye seek. Take Me but let these go free.” 



iv. This is a beautiful picture of substitution – the Good Shepherd gave Himself a 

Ransom for many – His life for the lives of the sheep – and so it is said, strike the 

Shepherd and the sheep will be scattered.  

II. Exposition 
The idea of substitution is the central principle in the whole passage, which we will now examine 

under three headings: 

➢ The Person against whom the Sword comes 

➢ The Nature and Quality of the Sword 

➢ The Salvation of the Sheep  

 

1. The Person against whom the Sword comes 
i. We have here a description of the dual nature of His Person 

1. The LORD of Hosts calls Him, “the man who is My fellow.” As Zechariah 

previously wrote, “Behold the man whose name is The BRANCH” (Zech 

6:12). He is “the one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 

Jesus” (1 Tim 2:5).  

a. It was revealed to Adam and Eve that One would come of the 

Seed of the Woman, that His heel would be bruised, while He 

would crush the head of the serpent. We trace the lineage of 

this seed throughout the Old Testament. He was the seed 

promised to Abraham, who rejoiced to see His day. David was 

promised a son to always sit on the throne. Isaiah was told that 

He would be born of a virgin, and Micah, that He would be born 

in Bethlehem. Malachi was told that He would suddenly come 

to His temple. Here in Zechariah, the LORD of Hosts calls Him, 

“the man who is my Fellow.” 

b. But why all this emphasis on the seed, and the coming of the 

seed? Why was the promise given to Adam in the first place? 

Why not deal with mankind as with the fallen angels? Why is 

there no hint of mercy towards angels who disobeyed? “For 

verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on 

him the seed of Abraham” (Heb 2:16). Truly, we should wonder, 

“what is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, 

that thou visitest him?” (Psalm 8:4). But let God be glorified! 

i. Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh 

and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the 

same; that through death he might destroy him that 

had the power of death, that is, the devil; (Heb 2:14) 

ii. And so, we read, the first man Adam was made a living 

soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit. For as 

in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive 

(1 Cor 15:45,22). Here is the distinction between being 

in Adam and being in Christ.  



iii. Those who are “in Adam” are natural men, after the 

image of fallen Adam, spiritually dead because of 

alienation from the life of God, living by common grace. 

Being thus spiritually dead, the natural man is not only 

inherently obnoxious and loathsome to God and under 

threat of imminent judgment but, even worse, being 

spiritually dead, is wholly unable to incline, prepare, or 

to genuinely desire reconciliation with God. The natural 

man is enmity against God because of his love of the 

world and the love of sin. The threats of God’s wrath 

hanging over his head may terrify him but cannot 

change his heart. 

1. For what the law could not do, in that it was 

weak through the flesh, God sending his own 

Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, 

condemned sin in the flesh: (Romans 8:3 KJV) 

iv. Wherefore in all things it behooved him to be made like 

unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and 

faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make 

reconciliation for the sins of the people. (Hebrews 2:17 

KJV) 

v. For this substitution and exchange requires a union 

founded in the likeness of nature 

1. For he hath made him sin, who knew no sin; for 

us, that we might be made the righteousness of 

God in him. (2 Corinthians 5:21) 

vi. Thus far do we see why it is needful for him to be “the 

man that is my fellow.” 

2. He is called “the man who is My Fellow.” This is a marvelous text. To be 

fellow with the LORD of Hosts means that this One shares the same 

essential nature as the LORD of Hosts.  

a. Let’s look at this wonderful passage in Zechariah 2, which 

speaks marvelously of the Deity of the Son, 

i. Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for, lo, I come, and 

I will dwell in the midst of thee, saith the LORD. And 

many nations shall be joined to the LORD in that day, 

and shall be my people: and I will dwell in the midst of 

thee, and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath 

sent me unto thee (Zech 2:10-11).  

ii. In reading that carefully we note that the speaker is 

called the LORD. The LORD says, “Lo, I come” and then 

that “thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath sent 

me...” And so, we are presented with two independent 



agents, each identified as JEHOVAH, one LORD who says 

“Lo, I come” and one LORD of Hosts who sends. 

iii. The LORD is sent by the LORD of Hosts. As in Zechariah 

13:7, “LORD of Hosts” refers to the Father, so here we 

adopt the same understanding. The Father sends the 

Son.  

iv. John’s gospel records at least 35 times in which Jesus 

refers to “Him who sent Me”. “But I know him: for I am 

from him, and he hath sent me” (John 7:29). 

b. Jesus makes this the great mark of accomplishment of His 

ministry and the mark of His true disciples, to believe not only 

that God is one (Deut 6:4), and that there is only One God but 

that He is God the Son sent from the God the Father.  

i. For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest 

me; and they have received [them], and have known 

surely that I came out from thee, and they have 

believed that thou didst send me. (John 17:8 KJV) 

c. But we must be very careful how we understand this. We read 

“I am the LORD, and there is none else” (Isaiah 45:5) and “Is 

there a God beside me? yea, there is no God; I know not any” 

(Isaiah 44:8). And so we must be very careful how we 

understand what is meant by God’s fellow. He who is God’s 

fellow must Himself be infinite, eternal and unchangeable. But 

there are not more Gods than one. Thus, He must be eternally 

begotten of the Father to have a unity within the eternal Trinity. 

d. Muslims, Jews, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormons, every cult and 

religion stumbles on this stumbling block because they cannot 

by any means humble themselves to believe what is impossible 

for them to comprehend. Each man is naturally his own 

measure of reality. If it cannot be conceived, it cannot be 

believed. It is like the ancient tale of Procrustes in which he 

made everyone fit his bed, either by cutting off or stretching 

out. Thoughts are made to conform to our presuppositions. 

i. The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 

God: for they are foolishness unto him (1 Cor 2:14).  

ii. We must be transformed by the Word, not the Word 

transformed by us.  

iii. Good theology must always lead to doxology! 

3. “The Man who is My Fellow” is the God-man –  

a. The Son of God, the second person in the Trinity, being very and 

eternal God, of one substance and equal with the Father, did, 

when the fulness of time was come, take upon Him man’s 

nature, with all the essential properties and common infirmities 

thereof, yet without sin: being conceived by the power of the 



Holy Ghost, in the womb of the virgin Mary, of her substance. 

So that two whole, perfect, and distinct natures, the Godhead 

and the manhood, were inseparably joined together in one 

person, without conversion, composition, or confusion. Which 

person is very God, and very man, yet one Christ, the only 

Mediator between God and man. (WCF VIII.2) 

ii. The Mediatorial Office encompassed in the words “My Shepherd” 

1. The Good Shepherd is the Prophet – He calls His sheep 

a. In John 10 we have such precious verses: The Good Shepherd 

calls his own sheep by name. His sheep know his voice and 

follow Him. My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they 

follow me. And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: 

them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there 

shall be one fold, and one shepherd. 

2. The Good Shepherd is Priest and Sacrifice – He lays down His life for 

the sheep.  

a. I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of 

mine. As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: 

and I lay down my life for the sheep. (John 10:14-15 KJV) 

b. Smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered – this is 

the principle of substitution at the very heart of the gospel, as 

we see in this glorious imagery of the Good Shepherd giving His 

life for the sheep. The sheep are scattered while the Shepherd 

receives the awful blow. The sheep are quite secure in the 

providence of God, as we saw with the young man who fled 

naked into the night. Though he barely escaped yet he was 

perfectly secure in God’s providence. 

c. The LORD of Hosts says, “My Shepherd” and complains about 

the other shepherds.  

i. My people hath been lost sheep: their shepherds have 

caused them to go astray ... (Jeremiah 50:6 KJV) 

ii. [...] Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that do feed 

themselves! should not the shepherds feed the flocks? 

(Ezekiel 34:2 KJV) 

iii. The people “went their way as a flock, they were 

troubled, because there was no shepherd. Mine anger 

was kindled against the shepherds” (Zech 10:2,3).  

iv. These are the shepherds who say, “Blessed be the 

LORD; for I am rich:” but they do not pity the people. 

(Zech 11:5). 

v. Jesus sums it up, “All that ever came before me are 

thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them” 

(John 10:8). 

3. The Good Shepherd is the King – He provides for and leads His people 



a. David beautifully expressed the Shepherd: The LORD is my 

shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green 

pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my 

soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's 

sake. (Psalm 23:1-3) 

b. Ezekiel equates the King and the Shepherd -- And David my 

servant shall be king over them; and they all shall have one 

shepherd: they shall also walk in my judgments, and observe my 

statutes, and do them. (Ezekiel 37:24 KJV) 

2. The Nature and Quality of the Sword 
i. The word used here for sword is the common Hebrew word, but it is not a 

common usage of the word. This word was first used of that “flaming sword 

which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life” (Gen 3:24). There it 

promised death to any who would reach out his hand in violation of God’s 

perfect justice to directly acquire the blessing of the tree of life.  

ii. It represents God’s retributive justice – His own terrible swift sword.  

1. If I whet my glittering sword, and mine hand take hold on judgment; I 

will render vengeance to mine enemies, and will reward them that hate 

me. (Deuteronomy 32:41 KJV) 

2. A sword, a sword is sharpened and also polished! Sharpened to make a 

dreadful slaughter, polished to flash like lightning! (Ezekiel 21:9-10). 

iii. I am reminded of the Battle Hymn of the Republic, 

1. Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord; 

He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored; 

He hath loosed the fateful lightning of His terrible swift sword:  

His truth is marching on.  

2. What else can we say but, “Glory, glory, hallelujah!”? 

iv. This sword is a Living Sword. As it turned every way in the Garden, so it is living 

and active. Does the LORD of Hosts speak to an inanimate object, saying 

“Awake, O Sword”? No, the sword is God Himself and not a lifeless instrument 

of His Hand. God’s justice is one of His perfections and is living and active. It 

might be delayed but it will never be denied. The wheels of justice turn slowly 

but they grind exceedingly fine. It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 

Living God.  

v. We read about the soul heaviness experienced by our Savior as the sword 

loomed larger and larger. His dread was a holy dread - there is no sinful fear in 

Him - and thus His dread is a wise demonstration of the only reasonable 

response to the terror of God’s retributive justice.  

1. Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save me from this 

hour: but for this cause came I unto this hour. (John 12:27 KJV) 

2. And he taketh with him Peter and James and John, and began to be sore 

amazed, and to be very heavy; And saith unto them, My soul is 

exceeding sorrowful unto death: tarry ye here, and watch. (Mark 14:33-

34 KJV) 



3. His dread of the sword of God’s vengeance was a fully awakened dread. 

He bore no illusions as to the severity of God’s just vengeance. And 

neither should we! Nowadays, this sense of dread of God’s vengeance 

seems to be lost among pagan and Christian alike.  

4. But truly the sword of God’s wrath hangs over the head of everyone 

who has not fled to Christ for refuge – it hangs like the sword of 

Damocles, an ancient Greek tale of a king forced to sit under a sword 

suspended by a single thread of horsehair, so that he would live in fear 

and choose wisely. Thus, are all who are outside of Christ – the sword of 

God’s justice is suspended by God’s long-suffering and forbearance.  

5. Nevertheless, men have no fear of God before their eyes. 

a. But Jesus “prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was as it were 

great drops of blood falling down to the ground” (Luke 22:44).  

b. And “when he had offered up prayers and supplications with 

strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from 

death, and was heard in that he feared” (Heb 5:7) 

6. The perfectly holy Son of God feared the sword of the LORD of Hosts. If 

you are outside of Christ, may the Lord grant this fear to you! We must 

all have a sense of this fear at the very core of our beings. May God 

grant us each a holy fear and reverence of Him.  

3. The Salvation of the Sheep – the Covenant of Grace 
i. The Smiting of the Shepherd 

1. The Shepherd is set forth by God to stand in the place of the sheep, to 

bear the infinite blow of Divine wrath by the holy arm of God, and to 

thereby open a fountain of His blood for the cleansing of the sheep. 

a. In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of 

David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for 

uncleanness. (Zechariah 13:1 KJV) 

b. And from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the first begotten of 

the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that 

loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, 

(Revelation 1:5 KJV) 

2. The Shepherd is the God-man: “the Man who is My Fellow” 

a. The conditions of the covenant must be satisfied by a man 

i. Man is obligated to the covenant 

ii. A Man must satisfy for men 

b. The conditions of the covenant can only be satisfied by God 

i. Only an infinite Person can satisfy an infinite penalty in 

a finite time 

ii. Only an infinite Person could bear the infinite penalty 

for the sins of many 

3. The Shepherd is Mediator 

a. The Shepherd is Prophet, Priest and King 

ii. The Scattering of the Sheep 



1. We have already seen how this text is fulfilled in the scattering of the 

disciples. The undeniable primary sense of it is in the sparing of the 

sheep at the time when Satan, in his rage, would have snuffed out the 

whole group.  

2. Later, there was a great persecution against the church which was at 

Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions 

of Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles. Therefore, they that were 

scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the word. (Acts 8:1,4) 

3. Now, the sheep are scattered throughout the earth. The new song of 

Rev 5:9 says, “You were slain, and have redeemed us to God by Your 

blood out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation” (Rev 5:9).  

iii. The Gathering and Leading Out 

1. The idea of the gathering and leading out by the Shepherd must be 

taken in conjunction with the smiting of the Shepherd. The idea of the 

resurrection is preeminent in the gathering and leading out.  

a. Thus, the immediate sense of the leading out is given in 

reference to the resurrection 

i. Jesus had told the disciples, “after I am risen again, I will 

go before you into Galilee” (Matthew 26:32 KJV) but 

they didn’t understand what He meant. 

ii. And after He was risen, they had to be told again, “go 

quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the 

dead; and, behold, he goeth before you into Galilee; 

there shall ye see him: lo, I have told you” (Matthew 

28:7 KJV) 

iii. This is the original leading out and gathering of the 

sheep to witness the resurrected Christ, the conquering 

Shepherd who had the power to lay down His life and to 

pick it up again.  

b. To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice; and 

he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. And when 

he brings out his own sheep, he goes before them; and the 

sheep follow him, for they know his voice. (John 10:3-4 NKJV) 

c. Christ loved the church and gave Himself for her, that He might 

sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 

that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not 

having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be 

holy and without blemish. (Ephesians 5:25-27 NKJV) 

2. We have this glorious passage in Micah 2 -- 

a. I will surely assemble all of you, O Jacob, I will surely gather the 

remnant of Israel; I will put them together like sheep of the fold, 

like a flock in the midst of their pasture; They shall make a loud 

noise because of the multitude of people. The one who breaks 

open will come up before them; They will break out, pass 



through the gate, and go out by it; their king will pass before 

them, with the LORD at their head. (Micah 2:12-13 NKJV) 

3. The gathering is the application of Christ to the dead sinner in 

accordance with the electing and calling grace of God. He calls His sheep 

by name. His saving call is always effective because it comes power; 

with the power of Christ in a new heart.  

a. The external call goes out indiscriminately, but the internal, 

efficacious call is individual, by name. He calls His sheep by 

name and leads them out. The dead hear the voice of the Son of 

God, and they live (John 5:25). 

b. The effectuation of the call is via the impartation of spiritual life. 

Christ Himself is the life, the effectuation of the call, by His life 

implanted in the soul by the Holy Spirit. He who has the Son has 

life because the Son is the life. 

c. The consequence of having Christ implanted in the soul is to 

believe the gospel, to trust in the Good Shepherd who laid 

down His life for the sheep, to open the fountain of cleansing, 

to take away our guilt and to clothe us with His own perfect 

righteousness. 

d. The one who has saving faith in Christ has seen the sword of 

God’s perfect justice hanging over his head. He knows his own 

guilt and that the sword must pierce his own soul unless he 

flees to the one who already borne the dreadful stroke. Those 

who have fled to Christ for refuge are safe because the sword 

has already been sheathed in the soul of the Shepherd. The 

counsel of peace is established in Christ (Zech 6:13). 

e. Those who are in Christ, in union with Christ, are justified and 

have peace with God (Rom 5:1).  

4. The gathering includes all of God’s elect as sheep scattered abroad for 

He is not willing that even a single one should perish – all must come to 

repentance.  

III. Application 

1. We ought to marvel that the sword is called to awaken itself against such a glorious 

One! God’s sword came in all its terrible power against God’s Own Good Shepherd. He 

willingly laid down His life in place of the sheep. His death opens a fountain of cleansing 

blood, and clears the way to the tree of life, which is Christ Himself. 

2. The twofold nature of the God-man makes Him alone suitable to be this Shepherd. He 

must be “the man who is My Fellow, saith the LORD of Hosts.” He must condescend not 

only to bear the nature of a man but, as a man, to meet the awakened sword of God’s 

perfect justice. And by so doing, He is highly exalted to the right hand of the Father, yea, 

dwelling in the bosom of the Father. Thus are His people raised from the dung heap of 

despair to be seated with Him in heavenly places, in Christ. 

3. Now, if you are outside of Christ, the terrible sword of the LORD of Hosts is awakened 

against you. It is sharpened to make a dreadful slaughter, polished to flash like lightning! 



Should we then make mirth? (Ezekiel 21:10 NKJV) This is a living sword, the infinite 

sword of infinite justice, which will pursue you forever and give you no rest day or night. 

Even now it hangs above your head, suspended by nothing more than the long-suffering 

of the LORD of Hosts. Remember the dread of Christ. He was sore amazed, and His soul 

was sorrowful unto death. This sword will pierce even to the dividing asunder of soul 

and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents 

of the heart. Let His awakened sense be your fear and let Him be your dread. 

4. Those who have fled to Christ for refuge are secure from the sword of God’s vengeance. 

For Christ our Passover Lamb was sacrificed for us. As the Avenging Angel declares, 

“when I see the blood, I will pass over you” (Exodus 12:13).  

5. Christ leads us out – is He your Shepherd, in the full sense of the word? 

i. Is He your Substitute, the One who took the blow of the God’s awakened sword 

of perfect justice for you, in your place? Has He called you? Has He called you by 

name? Peter told to make our calling and election sure. How can we know? 

ii. He is the Good Shepherd. He always leads us in paths of righteousness for His 

name’s sake (Psalm 23). Are you following Him in paths of righteousness? He 

doesn’t lead along other paths. If you are walking along the broad way that 

leads to destruction, then you aren’t on the narrow way that leads to life. He 

said, “I am the way.” He Himself is that narrow way; He is that highway of 

holiness. If your way is not along the Highway of Holiness, then you ought to ask 

yourself if you are on the broad road that leads to destruction.  

iii. He is the lamp that guides our feet along the way. Have you found yourself in 

Bypath Meadow? All we like sheep have gone astray. Where are you getting 

your guidance? Do you believe in luck? Are you superstitious? Do you look for 

signs? Do you check your horoscope? Away with all of that! Do you read your 

Bible? Do you pray? The Scriptures must be our guide – the Psalmist wrote, “I 

have seen an end of all perfection: but thy commandment is exceeding broad” 

(Psalm 119:96) – this is the lamp that must light our way if we are going to be 

led by the Shepherd along the narrow way. The LORD is the light by which we 

see light. He is the light that enlightens every man coming into the world (John 

1:9). But He is specially formed in the regenerate soul. Do you rely on His word 

by His Spirit to make your daily decisions? His commandment is exceeding 

broad – it sheds light every situation of life: “that the man of God may be 

perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Timothy 3:17). 

6. The same marvelous Shepherd who said, “after I have been raised, I will go before you 

to Galilee” has now entered into heaven, to which, He said, “I go to prepare a place for 

you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto 

myself; that where I am, ye may be also. And whither I go ye know, and the way ye 

know” (John 14:2-4 KJV).  

7. Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 

shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect 

in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight, 

through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. (Hebrews 13:20-21 

KJV) 


