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BIBLICAL FATHERING
E P H E S I A N S  6 : 4

“...be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His 
might. Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may 

be able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil...Wherefore, take unto you the whole armor 

of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil 
day, and having done all, to stand.”

Eph. 6:10b-11, 13

“I desire godly children, 
but I will be a godly 

father.”

Adrian Rogers
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“Verbal plenary inspiration is an important concept and tenet 
of the Christian faith.  God’s inspiration of the text of Scripture 

extends to the very words themselves and to all parts of 
Scripture and all subject matters of Scripture.  The doctrine of 
verbal plenary inspiration stands in contrast to the belief that 

only parts of the Bible are inspired or that only the thoughts or 
concepts that deal with religion are inspired.  Verbal plenary 

inspiration is an essential characteristic of the Word of God, as 
His words reveal who He is and what He has done for us 

through Christ.”

GotQuestions.org

A. The Negative Exhortation: 
Do Not Be a Discouraging Father - “provoke not 
your children to wrath”

“Hendriksen listed some additional ways 
in which parents may become guilty of 
exasperating their children: (1) by over-

protection, (2) by favoritism, (3) by 
discouragement, (4) by failure to make 
allowance for the fact that the child is 

growing up, has a right to have ideas of 
his own, and need not be an exact copy 

of his father to be a success, (5) by 
neglect, and (6) by bitter words and 

outright physical cruelty.”

Thomas Constable
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B. The Positive Exhortation: Be a 
Discipling Father - “bring them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord”

C. Some Practical Applications for Biblical 
Fathering

C. Some Practical Applications for Biblical 
Fathering

1. Personal Participation
2. Precise Instructions
3. Practical Expectations
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“Fathers need to 
affectionately communicate 
love and acceptance for who 

the child is, not for what 
he/she can do.”

H. Norman Wright

“What a fragile flower 
a child is.  He can be so easily 
crushed by his parents, or he 

can be made to blossom beyond 
expectation, bringing untold joy 

to his parents 
and himself.”

R. Kent Hughes

C. Some Practical Applications for Biblical 
Fathering

1. Personal Participation
2. Precise Instructions
3. Practical Expectations
4. Passionate Determination
5. Prompt Ramifications
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“Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child, but 
the rod of correction shall drive it far from him.”

Prov. 22:15

“He that spareth his rod hateth his son; but he that 
loveth him chastens him early.”

Prov. 13:24

“The parent who studies to subdue self-
will in his child works together with God 

in the renewing and saving of a soul.  
The parent who indulges it does the 
devil’s work, makes religion useless, 

salvation unattainable, and does all that 
in him to damn his child, soul and body 

forever.”

Susannah Wesley


