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Do the Next Thing

Dani el 6:1-10

Prayer: Father, we do thank you and praise you for the gift
you are to us as our heavenly Father. And Father,
thank you for all that you have done and continue t
gifts that you've shed abroad in our hearts. We ju
and thank you for them, not the least of which is a
can come each week and offer up corporate worship t
fear. Father, | thank you for that. | pray that a

this time in our service where we open up your book
at this gift anew and we pray that the power of you
would be here with us as we look into it because we
your spirit it won't make any sense, and so we pray
spirit would open up our eyes, our ears, our hearts
and that you would give us the ability to make this

value. We pray this in Jesus' name. Amen.

Well, if there is any word that we can use to descr
journey of faith, | think it would be the word "cri
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language it's a combination of two different words,
opportunity because crisis is both. And one thing
learning in our study of Daniel is that God often t
opportunity to us dressed up as crisis. Now Daniel
many and it's easy to lose focus by honing in simpl
| guarantee if you ask anybody about the book of Da
going to just go immediately to the big crisis and
the lions' den. But what God wants us to see in Da
story is not just a spectacular answer to prayer li
den was but instead he wants us to see a pattern of
Daniel established going from crisis to crisis, and
wants us to highlight and emulate. It's unlikely t
are going to face what Daniel faced, but it's not a
that each of us is going to face our own set of cri
see them as Daniel saw them, as literally engineere
opportunities, then we won't have the benefit of pa

lives after Daniel's.

So how did Daniel handle his individual crises? |

his formula? What was his measure of success? How
Well, the answer is very simple: He did the nextt
next thing is a statement that's often attributed t
Elisabeth Elliot who was an incredibly Godly woman

not unlike Daniel's, and she just died this past ye
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Segal writing for Desiring God said this of Elisabeth Elliot. She

said: "Here was a woman who knew the Lord. Here w

willing to serve the Lord no matter where he called
a woman who suffered the loss of her young husband
the mission field, and then stayed for several year
good news of Jesus Christ with the same people who
beloved Jim. A few years later, she lost a second
cancer. Elisabeth Elliot suffered beyond what | co
imagined as a wife and mother. And her response to

in God, obey him, and do the next thing."”

Do the next thing is a philosophy, it's both profou
And what does that mean? Well, do the next thing m
baby's diaper if you're a new mom, it means grading
you're a teacher, it means defending a client if yo

it means flipping a burger if you're a cook. It's
sacred in living your life and every part of your |
kingdom of God. And as Daniel can certainly attest
facing each and every crisis in your life by trusti
God's sovereignty, wisdom, and grace and then just

thing.
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crises. If you remember, it started with the kidna

a young man, he's forcibly removed to a distant cou
culture because the kings of Babylon, they often to
the crop of those that they had conquered and train
ways of their own country. So Daniel makes the fir
decisions to trust God and do the next thing which
studying the language and the culture of Babylon.
comes about when he refuses to eat the king's food.
was something about this food that Daniel decided w
so he did for himself what was the very next thing,

| can't eat this. Well, God blesses his vegetable
number two is averted. In time crisis number three
newly trained wise man in Babylon, he is now being
execution because the king wants all of the wise me
killed. You see the king had had this terrifying d
could interpret and he determined that all of the w
playing him for a fool. Well Daniel again does the
meets with his companions and he prays and he seeks
the king promising him not only an interpretation o
an explanation of what it consisted of as well. Cr
three averted. See, Daniel's life consisted of a s
and in each crisis God gave Daniel an extra measure
grace, and courage to bring him through. Daniel si

to doing each task that God has given him. He's ba
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following a protocol that the prophet Jeremiah had
because Daniel knew that Israel was undergoing this
season of discipline for their idol worship and he
years they were going to be under the thumb of a fo
he followed the prophesy of Jeremiah and Jeremiah h
like this, he said this in
LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles
sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: Build h
in them; plant gardens and eat their produce. Take
sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and g
daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and
multiple there, and do not decrease. But seek the
city where | have sent you into exile, and pray to

behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfa

Daniel always used his position in Babylon to promo
promote his people and the good of the people that
surrounded with. That's just the kind of person th
though he was surrounded by a people as we in this
are who had no concept whatsoever of God nor any de
one. Daniel was still the source of light and bles
people. And so we hit the next crisis. This is cr

four, and this is a big one. We all know this one,

Meshach, and Abednego in the fiery furnace. And th
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followed yet by another dream and yet another inter
Daniel and again Daniel does for him what is simply
He warns the king that if he doesn't do right sever
coming, and the king chooses to ignore his warning.
probably know, that's followed by seven years of Ne
insanity. And when the king is finally restored we
moving on to the next thing. In this case it's a 3
relative obscurity until he once again reappears on
interpret Belshazzar's terrifying vision. If you r

king and his cohorts, they're drunk, they're mockin
at that this large party and suddenly a hand appear
draw on the wall. The king is instantly sobered an
terrified. And so he calls his wise men and after
fail in interpreting the writing, he seeks after Da
Daniel 5: "I have heard that you can give interpre
solve problems. Now if you can read the writing an
me its interpretation, you shall be clothed with pu

chain of gold around your neck and shall be the thi

kingdom."™ Now notice Daniel's response. Daniel's been livi

life for God and kingdom and he's absolutely unimpr
world and anything that it can offer him. This is

verse 17, it says:
"Let your gifts be for yourself, and give your rewa

Nevertheless, | will read the writing to the king a
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him the interpretation.” Once again Daniel is just doing the next

thing. He tells King Belshazzar that his mocking o

judged on the spot, that he's been weighed in the b

wanting and that judgment for him was coming, and t

Babylon is attacked and Belshazzar is killed. Dani

service to yet another king. This is Daniel 5:30,
very night Belshazzar the Chaldean king was killed.

Mede received the kingdom, being about sixty-two ye

Okay. So here's where we are this morning. Daniel
step into the biggest crisis in his life, but he is

mean, each and every circumstance that he found him
in Daniel this certain knowledge that regardless th
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where Daniel's power came from. God says in Romans 8:28 that all

things work together for good. | know you know tha
that over and over again. The hard part of life in
learning to understand the definition or the differ
definition that God has of good and what we have.
ask me, well, what good do you wish for in your lif
say | would love to have a decent measure of health
neither poverty nor riches, and | would like to hav

adjusted children. Well, that seems reasonable and
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all, then, | urge that supplications, prayers, inte
thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and
high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and qui
and dignified in every way. This is good, and it i
the sight of God our Savior. Then we look at
it says: But we urge you, brothers, to do this more and mo
aspire to live quietly, and to mind your own affair

with your hands, as we instructed you, so that you

properly before outsiders and be dependent on no on
scripture is saying this is good and it's pleasing

God our Savior that we lead peaceful quiet lives, g

dignified in every way. Well, that's precisely the

that Daniel lived in himself. | mean, the events t

around him often times were anything but peaceful o

godly or dignified, but it never detracted from the

power with which Daniel went about his business. A

reason for that and the reason is that God was buil
Daniel's life a trust and a faith that followed God
circumstance. That's what he's trying to build int
mine. Jesus stated it very clearly in John 10:27,
sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they foll

them eternal life, and they will never perish, and

snatch them out of my hand."”
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regardless the circumstance.

| know lots and lots of believers and | understand
whose trust is basically limited to circumstance.
from circumstance to circumstance trusting that God
trusted so long as the circumstance that they're in
right direction. And so they fix their eyes on a g
situation, they pray fervently for God to bless thi
circumstance and then they trust that God is going
when he does, they celebrate. But when he doesn't,
mourn and often times the notion of God's trustwort
is shattered. In time they pick up the pieces and
the process all over again. If you are certain tha
faithfulness is tied into getting you the specific

suspect, you're setting yourself up for a great dis

Let me explain what God wants to instill in you and
faith that is rooted far more in God's character th

circumstances that cause me to pray in the first pl

ago | preached a sermon about how God seems to abun

believers, and | titled the sermon "Now You See Me,
because it was my experience that God often needs t
believers that he's powerful, that he's loving, tha

that he answers prayer, that's the "now you see me"
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the milk fed baby stage and it's a wonderful stage

blessed stage. But God doesn't expect you to stay

Corinthians 5:7 says: For we walk by faith, not by sight.

some point God says to all of us, "Now you see me b
don't,” 'cause he's building faith. That's what he

build into each and every one of us, and if God is

and it's a

there. | mean
So at

ut now you

's trying to

simply a cosmic

gift giver, then all we'd have to do is sign a card , say a pledge,
say the sinner's prayer and suddenly we're going to start
experiencing this abundant material life or so the prosperity
preachers would have us think. After all, Romans 8:28 promises

that God causes all things work together for good t
him, who are called according to his purpose. And
that promise but there's one word in that promise t
people like to define in many, many different ways
word "good." | already told you my idea of good.

is reasonable health, reasonable wealth, and my chi
reasonably happy. You know that's not God's defini

fact God gave his definition of that incredibly imp
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"good" in the very next verse after Romans 8:28. Romans 8:28-29

says: And we know that for those who love God all things
together for good, for those who are called accordi

For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to b
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and it's not health, it is not wealth, and it's not

It's conformity to the image of God's Son. You see
out for us right from the start his blueprint for y

It's his blueprint for every one of his children an

us that he is so sovereign, so powerful, so loving
has the power to shape and direct every single thin
towards one ultimate goal of absolute good, that is
molding us uniquely into the image of Jesus Christ.
ultimate definition of the ultimate good in our liv
single prayer that you and | pray should have that
goal, to shape and mold us ultimately into a unique
who Jesus Christ is. | mean, | cannot express Chri
and you can't express him as | can. Every single o
sheep has unique ability and responsibility to repr
unique about the nature of God's Son, and that's wh
to draw out of every single one of us, and he uses
type. | mean that means that Daniel's life points
illustrates many of the aspects of the life of Chri
faith, including his trust, including his ability t
place all of his trust in his Father. | said the t

also includes this idea of opportunity, and Daniel
pictures the life of faith that God wants to develo
because he saw every crisis as an opportunity. And

this life of exemplary service and faithfulness bot

even happiness.
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the people God has placed in his pathway.

And now it's time for the next crisis. This is Daniel 6:1-3 , it
says: It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom 120 satra ps, to be
throughout the whole kingdom; and over them three h igh officials,

of whom Daniel was one, to whom the satraps should
that the king might suffer no loss.

now, he's lived a very long and full life and he's
back on his life as this series of crises that we c

as a model for how we are to live ours, because eve
came into his life, Daniel, he just did the next th

was sticking to a diet of vegetables, meeting with

to pray or interpreting a terrifying dream of the k
simply stepped into whatever opportunity God was pr
full faith and confidence that all he had to do was
the rest up to God. Well, Darius is bringing in th
form of government and so he divides the country in
in each of these sectors has a governor, 120 of the
of them he appoints an executive branch with three
whom is Daniel. Once again Daniel, you know, he mi
almost 90 years old but once again he proves to be
over all of his contemporaries. And so Darius make
Daniel the head honcho, the prime minister. This i

it says: Then this Daniel became distinguished above all the

give account, so
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high officials and satraps, because an excellent sp irit was in him.

And the king planned to set him over the whole king dom. Then the
high officials and the satraps sought to find a gro und for

complaint against Daniel with regard to the kingdom , but they could
find no ground for complaint or any fault, because he was faithful,

and no error or fault was found in him.

Now the scripture doesn't say whether it was corrup tion or just
simple jealousy that drove the other satraps, but i t does say that
Daniel's performance was so exemplary that 120 stat e executives
searching desperately could find nothing to mount e ven a single
complaint against. | mean just think about Daniel’ s political
record compared to the politics we are now engaged in. Yuck. Both
sides spent most of their efforts now cataloging ho w awful,
corrupt, and unqualified the other side is, and bot h sides have no
trouble at all gathering evidence. All sides in Da niel's case
looked for a single performance flaw and they could find nothing.
And so the "go to" solution was the same one that w e see happening
today. This is verse 5, it says: These men said, "We shall not

find any ground for complaint against this Daniel u nless we find it

in connection with the law of his God."

Just want to -- let me take a brief side road for a moment here

because this sentence to me has an all too familiar ring this



morning. You see, the events of this last week in
been nothing short of horrifying, from a committed
being stalked and executed at a concert, to the mur
patrons in the Pulse nightclub, to a little boy bei
taken from his family by an alligator, this part of
seen its share of trauma. Now this mass murder at
nightclub is still being sorted out, but one thing
surfaced again and again is the press reaction to t
facts are -- this is the facts as we know it. We h
disturbed, monstrously evil man shouting "Allahu ak
into a nightclub systematically mowing down its pat
hours he spends systematically murdering as many pe
he repeatedly tweets out his loyalty to ISIS, his h
disgust for everything decadent in the West, and a
segment of the press responds to this crime by sayi
Christian's fault. What? The Washington Examiner
conservatives are responsible for the mass shooting
Orlando because they 'created this anti-queer clima

to the American Civil Liberties Union attorneys."

Times said very simply "LGBT activists blame Christians
attack.” And the article continued: Lesbian autho
Brownworth also weighed in on the issue, responding
former Republican Governor Mike Huckabee expressing

the victims of the attack and their families, 'We d
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hypocritical prayers,' Miss Brownworth said. 'You
against LGBT people. You promote this every day.'"
are scratching our heads like Daniel must have. No
are folks like the Westboro Baptist Church and othe
tweeted out that they were glad that these murders
they need to be condemned in the strongest of terms
need to understand the big picture here. There are
LGBT community who view anyone who states the bibli
that any expression of sexuality outside of heteros

is sinful as spewing hate speech. Let me first jus
obvious, okay? The Bible categorically states it i
man or a woman to have sexual relationships with so
own sex, period. Itis also sinful for a man or a
sexual relationships with people of the opposite se
their lawful wedded spouse. End of story. Now I'm
hate speech towards homosexuals or heterosexuals wh
conduct is sinful. In fact what I'm doing is what

to do by insisting that this behavior has deadly sp
consequences, and it needs to be called out whether
heterosexual. A murderer broke into the Pulse nigh
killed 49 patrons. If that same murderer had broke

or a swingers' club and committed mass murder there

would have been identical. It's that deservesto b
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it, no one should be in those places. My issue wit
to this event is that it is one more cultural conce

normalcy of sin.

Now | can stand before you this morning as a sinner
and tell you that the biggest issue with the Pulse
the sin that takes place there so much as it is an
the sin that it celebrates is no longer sinful. Th
deadly. And that's what leaking into our entire cu
God stands always at the ready to forgive sins. He
1:9: If we confess our sins, he is faithful and ri
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unri
But there's a critical part to the promise of God t
cleanse, and it involves confession. It involves a
God's Holy Spirit when he convicts you of sin wheth
homosexuality or fornication or pornography or any
sins that beset our culture. Now I've said this be
unwillingness to see sin as sin can turn any sin in
unforgivable sin simply because you no longer feel
God's forgiveness. When the culture serves to tell
God has forbidden is no longer forbidden, then the
under the guise of tolerance is pushing you off a s
And when much of the church along with the popular

join in agreement that that is now hate speech to c
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homosexuality a sin instead of a lifestyle choice,

choice to make that you probably never even conside

guestion becomes do you love people enough to warn

danger when chances are good that that warning is g
perceived as hateful. See, Daniel lived in a cultu
ours but he refused to be moved by the culture. He
knew was right and he left the consequences up to t
of God. And we are now in a culture that identifie
murderous, intolerant bigots if we insist that what

is still sin. We are rapidly entering into a time
consensus will be that this is indeed hate speech.
this many times, you know, it's highly doubtful tha
going to come up to you and put a gun to your head
deny Christ I'm going to blow your brains out. Tha
happen. That kind of situation is the wholesale le
you are going to be challenged to deny Christ on a
a thousand different little retail ways, one of whi

to call sin sin. You may be thinking what business

what other people do? | mean I've got enough sin i

what am | worrying about casting judgment on anybod

one's asking you to cast judgment on anyone. See,
is demanding of us, what it's demanding of you and
for the sake of tolerance, we have to agree that ce

sin are no longer sinful despite God's clear statem
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contrary. The temptation here is to let culture an
dictate and define truth, and it brings to mind a g
Luther. Listen to what he said hundreds of years a
"If I profess with the loudest voice and clearest e
portion of the truth of God except precisely that |
which the world and the devil are at the moment att
confessing Christ, however boldly | may be professi
Where the battle rages, there the loyalty of the so
and to be steady on the battle front besides, is me
disgrace if he flinches at that point." The flinch
sexual sin. And we live in a culture that says, "H
But it says "how dare you" when it comes to any jud
having to do with our sexuality. It's now off limi
you have any doubt, just look at the headlines behi
at the Pulse nightclub. You see, | can warn my nei
dangers of tobacco and cholesterol and even carbon
going to get a pat on the back. But if | so much a

the realm of sexuality and go outside our culture's

warn somebody of the consequences of sin, then | be

to pay a price.

So here's the question: Are you prepared to pay th
you willing to risk the scorn and downright hatred

taking those risks? Once again let me be crystally
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sexual sin is sin whether it's homo or heterosexual
there was a movement afoot to make adultery and for
simple life-style choice and not a sin, I'd be havi
conversation about that. Maybe there is. | wouldn
grave danger here is that in a thousand little ways
shaping and molding us instead of God's word. And
not necessarily a matter of standing up on a soap b
thousand people. It's being willing to say what Go
conversations over backyard fences, around dinner t
school cafeterias. It's not declaring your loyalty
when someone puts a gun to your head, it's speaking
love when your neighbor sees it as bigotry. God ma
of faithfulness very clear in Luke 16, he said:

faithful in very little is also faithful in much, a
dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in muc
when you begin to develop the practice of trusting
faithfulness in little things, you put that under y

and over and over again, you get used to living tha

not going to be blown away when the big things pres

You know, Daniel learned to live in the light of Go
faithfulness, so when a big thing presented itself,

perfectly prepared. And what did he do? He justd

thing. Listen to what he did. This Daniel 6:6,
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these high officials and satraps came by agreement
said to him, "O King Darius, live forever! All the

of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the c
the governors are agreed that the king should estab
ordinance and enforce an injunction, that whoever m
any god or man for thirty days, except to you, O Ki
cast into the den of lions. Now, O king, establish
and sign the document, so that it cannot be changed
the law of the Medes and the Persians, which cannot

Therefore King Darius signed the document and injun

Now Darius was either very weak or very foolish or
mean he either could not or would not see that he w
by the satraps. | mean, they used his vanity to co
elaborate trap that was really set only for Daniel.
that they used for that trap was that the king shou
not just as a god but the only god, and that anyone
petition anyone else would be thrown into the lions
Daniel's response, this is verse 10, it says:

that the document had been signed, he went to his h

had windows in his upper chamber open toward Jerusa

down on his knees three times a day and prayed and
before his God, as he had done previously.
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understand that God is doing something much bigger
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Corinthians 10:31, he said: So, whether you eat or drink, or



whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. In other words just

do the next thing. Let's pray.

Father, | just thank you for Daniel, | thank you fo r how he stands
out in a culture that is corrupt and collapsing and how he stands
as an example to us who live in a culture that is c orrupt and
collapsing. Lord, your call to us is in simple obe dience do the
next thing as you speak to us what that next thing is. My prayer
is that we would have the courage and the wisdom to do just that.

And | pray this in Jesus' name. Amen.



