Reformed Doctrine of Predestination, Lesson #14

I. Unconditional Election Defined

As a result of the fall [all people] are guilty and corrupted; their motives are wrong and they
cannot work out their own salvation. They have forfeited all claim upon God's mercy, and
might justly have been left to suffer the penalty of their disobedience as all of the fallen
angels were left.

But instead the elect members of this race are rescued from this state of guilt and sin and
are brought into a state of blessedness and holiness. The non-elect are simply left in their
previous state of ruin, and are condemned for their sins. They suffer no unmerited
punishment, for God is dealing with them not merely as men but as sinners.

Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 3.3-7

3. By the decree of God, for the manifestation of his glory, some men and angels are
predestinated unto everlasting life; and others foreordained to everlasting death.

4. These angels and men, thus predestinated, and foreordained, are particularly and
unchangeably designed, and their number so certain and definite, that it cannot be either
increased or diminished.

5. Those of mankind that are predestinated unto life, God, before the foundation of the
world was laid, according to his eternal and immutable purpose, and the secret counsel and
good pleasure of his will, hath chosen, in Christ, unto everlasting glory, out of his mere free
grace and love, without any foresight of faith, or good works, or perseverance in either of
them, or any other thing in the creature, as conditions, or causes moving him thereunto; and
all to the praise of his glorious grace.

6. As God hath appointed the elect unto glory, so hath he, by the eternal and most free
purpose of his will, foreordained all the means thereunto. Wherefore, they who are elected,
being fallen in Adam, are redeemed by Christ, are effectually called unto faith in Christ by
his Spirit working in due season, are justified, adopted, sanctified, and kept by his power,
through faith, unto salvation. Neither are any other redeemed by Christ, effectually called,
justified, adopted, sanctified, and saved, but the elect only.

7. The rest of mankind God was pleased, according to the unsearchable counsel of his own
will, whereby he extendeth or withholdeth mercy, as he pleaseth, for the glory of his
sovereign power over his creatures, to pass by; and to ordain them to dishonor and wrath for
their sin, to the praise of his glorious justice.

It is important that we shall have a clear understanding of this doctrine of divine Election,
for our views in regard to it determine our views of God, man, the world, and redemption.
As Calvin rightly says, "We shall never be clearly convinced as we ought to be that our
salvation flows from the fountain of God's free mercy, till we are acquainted with this
eternal election, which illustrates the grace of God by this comparison, that He adopts not
all promiscuously to the hope of salvation but gives to some what he refuses to others.
Ignorance of this principle evidently detracts from the divine glory, and diminishes real
humility.”

A right understanding of election will do several things to us:
1) Convince us of God’s mercy
2) Illustrate the grace of God
3) Humble us
4) Glorify God

Il. Election in Scripture

Eph 1:4-5 .. .He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without
blame before Him in love, 5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself,
according to the good pleasure of His will



Rom 8:29-30 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that
He might be the firstborn among many brethren.30 Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called;
whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.

Rom 9:11-13 (for the children not yet being born, nor having done any good or evil, that the purpose of
God according to election might stand, not of works but of Him who calls), 12 it was said to her, “The
older shall serve the younger.” 13 As it is written, “Jacob I have loved, but Esau I have hated.”

We are pointed illustratively to the sovereign acceptance of Isaac and rejection of Ishmael,
and to the choice of Jacob and not of Esau before their birth and therefore before either had
done good or bad; we are explicitly told that in the matter of salvation it is not of him that
wills, or of him that runs, but of God that shows mercy, and that He has mercy on whom He
will, and whom He will He hardens; we are pointedly directed to behold in God the potter
who makes the vessels which proceed from His hand each for an end of His appointment,

that He may work out His will upon them. - B.B. Warfield

John 15:16 You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit

Again the sovereignty of this choice is clearly taught when Paul declares that God
commended His love toward us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us (Romans
5:8), and that Christ died for the ungodly (Romans 5:6). Here we see that His love was not
extended toward us because we were good, but in spite of the fact that we were bad. It is
God who chooses the person and causes him to approach unto Him (Psalm 65:4). Arminianism
takes this choice out of the hands of God and places it in the hands of man

lll. National Election
Scripture and history show God undoubtedly does choose some nations to receive much
greater spiritual and temporal blessings than others.

Amos 3:2 You only have [ known of all the families of the earth;

Deut 7:6-8 “For you are a holy people to the Lord your God; the Lord your God has chosen you to be a
people for Himself, a special treasure above all the peoples on the face of the earth. The Lord did not set
His love on you nor choose you because you were more in number than any other people, for you were
the least of all peoples; 8 but because the Lord loves you, and because He would keep the oath which He
swore to your fathers, the Lord has brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you from the
house of bondage, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.

IV. Redefining “Election”

Others accept the word [election] but attempt to explain away the thing. They profess to
believe in a "conditional election,” based, as they suppose, upon foreseen faith and
evangelical obedience in its objects. This, of course, destroys election in any intelligible
sense of the term, and reduces it to a mere recognition or prophecy that at some future time
certain persons will be possessed of those qualities. If based on faith and evangelical
obedience, then, as it has been cynically phrased, God is careful to elect only those whom He
foresees will elect themselves. In the Arminian system election is reduced to a mere word or
name, the use of which only tends to involve the subject in greater obscurity and confusion.
A mere recognition that those qualities will be present at some future time is, of course, an
election falsely so-called, or simply no election at all. And some Arminians, consistently
carrying out their own doctrine that the person may or may not accept, and that if he does
accept he may fall away again, identify the time of this decree of election with the death of
the believer, as if only then his salvation became certain.



