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Message #84                                                                                                                  Luke 18:1-8 

 

When you look at what is happening right now in the United States, it is very easy to become 

discouraged and depressed.   

 

Someone this week said, “I don’t watch the news anymore.  It is too depressing.” 

Let’s recap some of the things we have just recently seen in this world. 

 

We saw a police officer kill a man by putting his knee on the man’s neck. 

     We saw a man killed and honored who was a career criminal. 

      A. He had been locked up in jail 5 times. 

      B. He had been locked up for drug abuse, theft, criminal trespassing and aggravated robbery. 

      C. He entered a pregnant woman’s house and put a gun to her stomach, demanded drugs and  

              money or he would shoot her. 

      D. When an autopsy was performed on him he had fentanyl and methamphetamine in his  

               system. 

      E. As he was being arrested there is a small bag of white substance that looked like cocaine 

               by his feet. 

      F. In the aftermath of his death, rioters, looters and robbers and killers have destroyed, stole,  

               and killed. 

     G. As of this past Monday, 17 people have been killed. 

     H. We have seen massive cries to do away with the police and the military. 

To top it all off, many people in this country are bowing down to the very people who are 

destroying, looting and killing.  That is what we have seen. 

 

I am reminded of the world the prophet Isaiah described, who said, “Therefore justice is far  

from us, and righteousness does not overtake us; we hope for light, but behold darkness, for 

brightness, but we walk in gloom” (Is. 59:9). 

 

It is almost like every day is another day to turn on the news so we can be totally and completely 

depressed. 

 

What should we do?  When we see our world falling apart like it did back in the days of Noah, 

and the days of Lot, what should we do?  I want you to notice the first word of Luke 18:1.  If you 

are reading a NASV you read the conjunction “now.”  If you are reading the NIV you read the 

conjunction “then.”  If you are reading a King James you read the conjunction “and.”  Whatever 

the English conjunction you read in verse 1, it is designed to show grammatical sequence of 

events. 

 

Jesus had just given His disciples some depressing world news.  He had just informed His 

disciples that it would be a very long time before the Kingdom would come (17:22); He was 

going to suffer (17:25) and would be rejected by the generation of people who were alive when 

He was here (17:25); and then He said this world will deteriorate to a corruption level like it was 

back in the days of Noah, and Sodom and Gomorrah (17:26-30).   
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Then He told them that the vast amount of people would end up dead carcasses that would be 

eaten by vultures (17:37). 

 

So His disciples would live in an unrighteous and unjust world that would get worse and worse 

and not better.  What should they do?  What could they do?  Jesus said there is one thing you 

must do continually and that is to pray.   

 

That is a tough thing to do.  One of the most difficult things to do is to continually pray when 

you don’t think God is listening or answering.   

 

What clearly comes out of this text is this: 

 

IT IS NECESSARY FOR DISCIPLES OF CHRIST TO ALWAYS PERSISTENTLY 

PRAY AND NOT LOSE HEART WHEN THEY SEE THE INJUSTICES OF THE 

CORRUPT WORLD. 

 

Jesus Christ knew His people would live in a world filled with injustice and unrighteousness. 

He knew that His people would experience lonely adversity and hatred.  They would see the 

world deteriorate and become more and more corrupt and He also knew that a key to their 

survival would be prayer.   

 

Prayer is critical to maintain a proper relationship with God in this lousy world.  It is essential  

to our survival.  We must keep at it and stay persistent knowing that God will meet all our needs 

and will hear our cries and reward our persistence. 

 

Now we are living in a time when most churches are cancelling or downplaying prayer meetings. 

Most are not promoting prayer meetings.  Many churches are promoting all kinds of other things. 

They are promoting programs, concerts, fellowships, plays, shows and movies.  In fact, when 

you read advertisements pertaining to churches, not too many promote their prayer meetings and 

if you ask people to come and pray, generally speaking, the attendance will be very sparse. 

 

But prayer is a vital part of our coping with an unjust, crazy world.  Jesus wanted His disciples  

to maintain persistence in prayer.  After He would leave them, they would see their world 

deteriorate.   

 

Times of trials and troubles and hardships and failures and sins should force us to go to God in 

prayer.  It is by praying that we gain survival strength in a world falling apart.  If we are 

going to live life in a true God-honoring way in a world that is going berserk, we will need 

to pray.  That is what Jesus wanted His people to know. 

 

There are three observations we want to make concerning this text: 
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OBSERVATION #1 – Jesus Christ tells a parable for a specific purpose of showing the 

                                         necessity of persistent prayer.  18:1 

 

A parable is an earthly story designed to teach a heavenly truth.  Jesus often used parabolic 

stories to communicate heavenly truth.  He did not just ramble and share stories for no reason.  

Think of the stories He could have shared.  He could have shared dramatic stories of what things 

were like in heaven with the angels.  He could have shared stories of all kinds of things that 

would give a Divine perspective.  The reason He tells this parable and story to His disciples 

is He wants to teach them it is important to pray at all times and not lose heart. 

 

They will live in world that is going backwards.  It will be run by unjust, unrighteous people.   

It will regress back to the days of Noah and Lot.  It will not get progressively better, it will be 

regressively worse. 

 

In that very context, God’s people need to know that they need to continually and 

persistently pray.  They need to pray again and again and again. 

 

They “ought” to pray.  The word “ought” is one that speaks of logical necessity.  When the world 

is falling apart, there is a logical necessity of praying.  When there are hardships and problems 

and disasters and political chaos, and when the world is collapsing, God’s people need to be 

persistently praying.   

 

They should not “lose heart.”  Why does Jesus say this?  The reason is because this is the 

tendency for most people.  The words “lose heart” are used various times in the N.T..  It carries 

with it the idea of growing weary (Gal. 6:9) and giving up (II Cor. 4:1, 16; Eph. 3:13). 

 

The key to not giving up and throwing up our hands is persistent prayer.  Jesus did not want His 

disciples to give up and stop praying.  He challenged them to keep at it.  That is what He is after 

by telling them this parable and that is what He is after as we read and study this parable. 

 

Christ knew that there would be a tendency for a disciple to lose heart and stop praying over 

time.  When it appears as though God is not hearing or moving, this is a tough assignment. 

 

When problems and pressures and troubles and trials come, it can affect the prayer life.  When 

you watch the news and see the evil and the turmoil, we can begin to “lose heart” and say what 

chance do we have or what is the use?   

 

Jesus wanted His people to realize that we have a great opportunity in this very context to pray  

to God.  Prayer is a tough discipline and it is easy to become weary.  But Jesus says keep at it 

and keep persistent and you will see God answer. 

  

Apparently this problem of not being persistent in prayer in an unjust and unrighteous world is 

not something new to us; this has always been a problem for all disciples.  All need to be more 

fervent and faithful in prayer and that is why Jesus told this parable. 
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We cannot survive in this world by rifling off a few shots of prayer to God that quickly lists our 

wants and aspirations and needs and expect instant answers.  Prayer that really accomplishes 

development and stability and that gains real answers is a continuation and persistence.  

 

OBSERVATION #2 – Jesus Christ gives the specific details of the parable.  18:2-5 

 

There are two specific details that Jesus presents in this parable. 

 

Detail #1 - There was in a certain city a godless judge.  18:2 

 

Concerning Judges, II Chronicles 19:6-7 reads, “He said to the judges, ‘consider what you  

are doing, for you do not judge for man but for the LORD who is with you when you render 

judgment.  Now then let the fear of the LORD be upon you; be very careful what you do, for  

the LORD our God will have no part in unrighteousness or partiality or the taking of a bribe.’” 

 

Judges in Israel were supposed to be God-fearing, honest judges.  They were called to be 

representatives for God and it was their job to judge righteously and impartially.  But as we 

know, many judges aren’t like this and the one in this city wasn’t. 

 

In light of the context, it is no coincidence that Jesus starts with the fact that “in a certain city” 

there was a godless judge.  Jesus begins this parable by introducing us to a city and world 

that is being governed by godless and ruthless judges and politicians.  This is not a 

coincidence because until Jesus Christ is back here running the world, for the most part, this is 

the kind of person who will lead the world. 

 

Judges were powerful in any city in Jesus’ day and they are powerful in our day.  It is quite 

obvious that this was a very corrupt judge who was not interested in making God-honoring 

judgments.   

 

In fact, there are two specific qualities brought out about this judge and neither are good: 

 

(Quality #1) - This judge did not fear God.  18:2a 

 

He had no reverence or fear of God.  He had no interest in applying the word of God to any 

situation.  He made his decisions without any concern for God and His word. 

 

He is not a compassionate man and he couldn’t care less about what God says is his 

responsibility to govern fairly.   

 

(Quality #2) - This judge did not respect man.  18:2b 

 

Obviously if you don’t fear God, you will not have any respect for man who was made in  

the image of God.  He couldn’t care less about what people thought.  He didn’t respect people. 
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This judge had no regard for the sanctity of life and he couldn’t care less if he used his office  

to help anyone.  This was some judge.  He was cold and calloused.  He loved the power and  

he used his power to do anything he wanted to do. 

 

Christ is describing this judge because He is presenting to us the kind of world in which we live. 

This is the kind of person who ends up with the power.  It is a world filled with powerful, corrupt 

political leaders and judges who don’t fear God or respect life.  It is a cold and calloused and 

heartless world. 

 

Detail #2 - There was in that certain city a needy widow.  18:2-3 

 

Widows in Biblical times were some of the most vulnerable and helpless people on this earth.  

When we read the Bible, it is clear God takes a very personal interest in widows and orphans. 

 

Now this widow who lived in this city knew about this corrupt judge.  She knew her chances 

weren’t good for getting him to favor her or help her.  However, Jesus presents four facts about 

this widow: 

 

(Fact #1) - She kept coming to the judge.  18:3a 

 

This widow lived in the same city being run by a ruthless, arrogant politician and judge.  These 

cities at the time of Christ were under the authority of appointed judges by Rome.  They didn’t 

care about some Jewish widow woman and they didn’t care about God’s word. 

 

But she kept coming to this judge.  She knew his character was not one interested in doing what 

was right for her, but she was not intimidated by this judge and she kept coming to him.  That 

verb “kept coming” is an imperfect middle in Greek.  It means this woman continually and 

habitually kept coming, in and of herself, to this judge over and over again.  She never gave up 

and she did not quit.  We don’t know how many times she went to this judge’s court, but she did 

it over and over again. 

 

(Fact #2) - She kept requesting his legal help.  18:3b 

 

Now the reason why she kept going to the judge is because she needed “legal protection.”  Those 

words mean she needed some sort of legal vindication.  Some opponent had apparently tried to 

swindle her and take the little she had.   

 

This is the same word used for “widow” that Jesus uses in Luke 20:47, which says there are 

religious frauds who want to “devour” a widow’s house.  This widow needed the help of this 

uncaring judge and she kept going to him time and time again. 

 

The woman was powerless and helpless, in and of herself, and she was sinking and appeared to 

be losing.  So she went to this judge over and over and over again. 
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(Fact #3) - She was not initially helped by the judge.  18:4a 

 

For a while, this judge did exactly what we would expect him to do; he did nothing.  Those 

words “For a while” mean that this had been going on for quite a long time.  She kept appealing 

her case to the judge.   

 

This judge had listened to this woman multiple times and was not willing to help her.  He didn’t 

care about God.  He didn’t care about God’s word.  He didn’t care about widows.  He didn’t care 

about the problems of this widow.  He didn’t care about her at all.  He did nothing. 

 

(Fact #4) - She was eventually helped by the judge.  18:4b-5 

 

We get a glimpse here as to just how self-centered this political judge was, “he said to himself.”  

He is not consulting God or anyone else; he is talking to himself about this because he is in love 

with himself.  He loves the position and power. 

 

Well the widow kept going to the judge and eventually he decided to help her. 

1) His motivation was not because he wanted to do what was right. 

2) His motivation was not because he feared God. 

3) His motivation was not because he wanted to obey God’s word. 

4) His motivation was not because he respected this widow or cared about this widow. 

5) His motivation was his own self gain. 

 

He simply wanted to get this woman off his back.  He doesn’t care what others think.  He doesn’t 

care about his reputation.  He was just plain tired of listening to her complain.  This is his only 

motivation for helping her.  As Darrel Bock said, this woman was a “nuisance.”  He does not 

want her bothering him anymore. 

 

Children learn this principle early in life.  They learn if they keep hammering and asking long 

enough, they can typically wear down mom or dad and she will finally give in just to get them 

off her back. 

 

The only weapon this widow had was her persistence.  She could not appeal to the justice of the 

judge because he was not a just judge.  She just kept at it. 

 

OBSERVATION #3 – Jesus Christ applies the parable to His disciples.  18:6-8 

 

Here is one time we don’t have to guess how this story should be applied.  Christ tells us. 

Christ makes three applications to His own disciples: 

 

Application #1 - Hear what the unrighteous judge says.  18:6 

 

What the unrighteous judge says is because of your persistence in your request, I will help 

you. 
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Even though this judge was not right with God, he did help her because she persisted to ask him 

for help.  His disciples need to learn this.  God is a righteous God and God is a compassionate 

God and when His people cry to Him, and they keep crying to Him, He will answer them.  

 

When God’s people find themselves in a corrupt world filled with corrupt leaders, they need to 

continually and persistently pray. 

 

Application #2 - God is a righteous God who will always help His elect who persistently pray.  

                               18:7-8a 

 

Notice Jesus calls the people of God “His elect.”  God will always help His elect who 

persistently pray to Him.  He will not drag it out like the unrighteous judge, but He will come to 

the rescue of His elect, if they persistently pray day and night.  He will answer “quickly” which 

means there may be some gap of time but the answer will be soon and sudden. 

 

1) It was God who did the electing.  I Pet. 5.1:2; Eph. 1:4 

2) It was Christ who died for the elect.  John 10:14-16 

3) God works out His will with the elect.  II Tim. 1:9 

 

God has a very high stake in His elect and He will help them when they cry to Him.  When 

God’s people see and experience unjust things, they need to persistently pray because God  

will answer His elect much faster than the unjust judge answered the widow woman. 

 

When God’s people see unjust things, they need to continually and habitually pray.  This is the 

time God’s people need to be praying.  We need to ask God to help us and we have 5 ½ months 

to ask God to intervene before an election in November.  We can persistently pray and we can 

count on God to answer the prayers of His people when they do. 

 

Application #3 - When Jesus Christ returns will He find that kind of faith on earth?  18:8b 

 

This is a key prophetic point.  When Jesus Christ actually physically returns, He won’t find too 

many who will be spiritually-minded people of prayer. 

 

Just before Christ returns, the number of people who believe in Him and His word will be very 

small.  This is an extremely important factor in moving God to answer prayers, persistent 

faith that persistently prays. 

 

Unbelief will keep people from persistently praying.  Unbelief causes people to give up and stop 

praying.   

 

During the Tribulation, many unjust things will be done to Israel and Israel will need to pray.  

But the sad reality is God will not find too many who will. 
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How about us?  Will He find us people of prayer?  We are seeing many unjust things happening 

right now in our world and it is time to pray.  Will God find us praying more or less? 

 

Based on a life span of 70 years, a person would be on this earth 25,550 days.  That would mean 

a person would be on this earth for 613,200 hours.  Now here is a question worth carefully 

considering in view of this text.  If life were to end at 70, how many of those 613,200 hours of 

our life would be spent in prayer?  I am not preaching at you, this question is very convicting  

for me.  Of the 613,200 hours how many would be spent in front of a TV or computer and how 

many total hours would be spent in prayer? 

 

For those who do come to prayer meetings, at least we will have logged a few hours to our 

credit.  But quite honestly, I think most of us will be shocked at how little time we actually  

spent praying and talking to God.   

 

Praying is a very private, personal, tough ministry.  It is not a glamorous limelight ministry.   

But it is a much needed ministry.  We are living in a time when the world is falling apart and  

it is time for God’s people to get on their knees.  It is time to bow down and kneel down not 

before a bunch of protestors, but before a providential, sovereign God. 

 

In a world that is collapsing to the days of Noah and Lot, that is exactly what Jesus taught His 

disciples. 

 

In order to persistently pray, one needs a proper view of God: 

 

Psalm 103:13 - “Just as a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion 

on those who fear Him.” 

 

Isaiah 49:14-16 - “But Zion said, ‘The LORD has forsaken me, and the Lord has forgotten me.’ 

Can a woman forget her nursing child and have no compassion on the son of her womb?  Even 

these may forget but I will not forget you.” 

 

I Peter 5:6-7 - “Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God that He may exalt 

you at the proper time, casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you. 

 

God wants His people persistently praying.  He is like a father who will listen and have 

compassion.  He is like a mother who will never forget His child and He cares for you in all your 

anxiety. 

 

Stop talking so much to others.  Stop running to others with your needs and concerns.  Talk more 

to God.  Run to God in prayer.  Cast your cares upon God because if you persist, He will answer 

you.  That is what Jesus taught His disciples. 


