
Fatherly Wisdom
Job: View From The Ashes
By Dr. Jeff Meyers

Bible Text: Job 16:1-2; Job 17:1-16
Preached On: Sunday, March 13, 2022

Crossroads Ministries
301 S. 8th Street
Opelika, Alabama 36801 

Website: www.fbcopelika.com 
Online Sermons: www.sermonaudio.com/jeffmeyers

This morning, I want to encourage you to open your Bibles to the book of Job 16 and 17. 
I know that today is a day that we collectively refer to as Father's Day, we'll address that 
in just a moment, but in Job 16 and 17, for those of you that are guests and visitors with 
us this morning, let me catch you up to speed just a little bit. In this season of our family 
of faith's life, we're walking through the story of one of the most famous men in all of the
Bible yet we must confess one story whom rarely we've read chapter by chapter, a man 
by the name of Job. Even outside of the circles of faith, even outside of biblical 
Christianity, he has a name that is synonymous with suffering, a name that is 
synonymous with perseverance etc. This individual who lost the entirety of his children, 
his fortune, his fame, we discover that the majority of the book of Job is found with him 
on the proverbial yet literal ash heap of life scraping the sores from the top of his head to 
the bottom of his feet, enduring the chastisement of his three supposed friends, that's 
right, Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar. For about seven days it went well, they sat with him, 
they mourned with him, they tore, rent their clothes in sackcloth and ashes, but then they 
began to share with him their opinion of why he was in error and surely he could not be 
living a godly life or what was befalling him would not be so.

By the time we get to chapter 16, though, things have kind of changed. In fact, Eliphaz 
gives the first declaration. Job responds. Bildad does the same. Job responds. Then 
Zophar does and when Zophar is done, it's interesting that Job basically responds to all of
them at one time. Now just from a human perspective, one who's been walking through 
what Job was going through, you would think that he thought, "Okay, they've said their 
piece and we're done." Well, then chapter 15 happens. You say, "What happens in 
chapter 15?" Eliphaz opens his mouth again, and when you get to chapter 16 and 17, it's 
almost like Job says, "Seriously? We're going to go through round 2 of this? We're going 
to rehash, we're going to revisit, we're going to reconfigure our argument?" So in chapter 
16 and 17, he not only calls them out as miserable comforters, he begins to kind of 
change gears for just a moment. In fact, what he does in chapter 17 in particular is he 
begins to exercise his, shall we say, experience of life. You do understand that Job raised 
10 children. Those 10 children, according to chapter 1, had become full-grown adults. He
had been there, he had done that, and he had 10 shirts on the wall to prove it, and yet 
these men who, by the way, just based on the biblical record, probably were not as 
experienced as Job, probably were not of the same age as Job, probably not of the same 
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stature of Job, in fact, Elihu confesses to being younger than Job. It's like in chapter 16 
and 17 the fatherly wisdom begins to pour out. It's almost as if he says, "All right, guys, I 
know I'm seated on the ash heap but y'all need to take a seat for just a moment and let me 
give you a perspective of life that you claim to know about but you've never walked in 
the shoes thereof." 

In chapter 16 and 17, I want to walk through today seven, what we might call, statements 
of fatherly wisdom. We're going to read the particular text, then I'm going to give you a 
statement that's somewhat common in our culture, and then we're going to unpack what 
Job was communicating to his friends. Beginning in chapter 16, it says, 

1 Then Job answered and said, 2 I have heard many such things: miserable
comforters are ye all. 3 Shall vain words have an end? or what 
emboldeneth thee that thou answerest? 4 I also could speak as ye do: if 
your soul were in my soul's stead, I could heap up words against you, and 
shake mine head at you. 5 But I would strengthen you with my mouth, and
the moving of my lips should asswage your grief. 

What is Job saying to each and every one of us? Never underestimate the ignorance of 
humanity. Never fall into the trap of giving humanity too much credit. He basically says, 
"With all that you could bring to the table, this is how you're going to approach things?" 

Now these are men that would have been in a network, so to speak. They would have 
probably had the finest of education at the time, and yet the decisions they made, the 
statements they made, it's very reminiscent if you haven't been keeping up with the legal 
system in the northeast, particularly the state of New York, you may not be privy to 
what's taking place. This last week, there was a court case that went to the Court of 
Appeals in that great state. There was an advocacy group that was trying to release Happy
the elephant, that's the elephant's name. The name is Happy. That they were claiming that
Happy the elephant should be released out of the zoo because his intelligence level was 
equal to or at least close to humanity. So that was their court case, release him. Now I've 
got good news and not so good news. The good news is the Appeals court turned it down.
I mean, did you almost just take a sigh of relief there? Seriously, we turned it down. We 
have determined that in the great state of New York an elephant is not a human. That's 
good, but can I tell you the bad news? The vote was 5-2. Just think about that for a 
moment. You have two judges that sided with the advocacy group.

Now lest you think that's just a one-time event, do you know what the Bible says in 1 
Corinthians 2:14? It says the natural man cannot receive the things of God. They are 
spiritually discerned. In other words, what we discover is if you don't have the Spirit of 
God in you, if you don't have the scriptures guiding you, you're unable to process 
properly, you actually give credence to thoughts and ideas such as that. Then you get to 
Romans 1:28, it says if you give it enough time and you continue to go down that path 
long enough, God will turn you over to a reprobate mind. By the way, if you back it up a 
few verses, you know what it says a reprobate mind is? Somebody that does something 
that's just not natural, somebody that does something that is unseemly, that you step back 
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and go, "What made you think that was a good idea?" And yet today we live in a world, 
we live in a culture of people who regularly do that which is "not a good idea."

Job calls them out. He says, "Man, these men may have degrees on the wall, they may 
have reputations in the community, but never underestimate the ignorance of humanity." 
He spends the rest of chapter 16 on that one. So let's fast forward to chapter 17, verse 1. 
He says, 

1 My breath is corrupt, my days are extinct, the graves are ready for me. 2 
Are there not mockers with me? and doth not mine eye continue in their 
provocation? 3 Lay down now, put me in a surety with thee [or in 
agreement with thee]; who is he that will strike hands with me? 4 For thou
hast hid their heart from understanding: therefore shalt thou not exalt 
them. 

Now again, he's addressing the crowd at large. He's speaking about these three that have 
come to speak to him. What is he saying? Great advice, great fatherly wisdom, "Keep 
your friends close but keep your enemies closer." He basically addresses them, they are 
there with him. You say, "Well, why is that important? Why is that significant?" I 
understand that he lost his children, I understand he lost his bank account, the Bible says 
that he had sores from the top of his head to the bottom of his feet, but nowhere in the 
Bible does it say he was paralyzed. Nowhere does it say he was unable to move. He had 
the ability, he could have if he had so chosen, he could have removed himself from the 
situation but what have we discovered about life? If somebody will speak ill face-to-face 
to you, what will they say behind your back?

So he stayed there because the moment he took off, there's no telling what these guys 
would have said to the crowd. Let me remind you that in the biblical record we have 
about 3 ½ years of the life and ministry of Jesus Christ, and as you begin his earthly 
ministry, one of the things you discover in that first year is that he called a group of 12 to 
his side. Now we know there are larger crowds and such, but these 12 were the disciples, 
the apostles, these were the ones who he would live life with, eat meals with, walk from 
city to city with, and in John 6:7 at the very beginning of his ministry, Jesus says, "Have I
not called the 12 of you unto myself and one of you is a devil." Well, we know in 
hindsight he's speaking of Judas Iscariot. You know, it's funny when you look at the life 
of Judas, nothing goes sideways until the last week of the life and ministry of Jesus 
Christ, and if you read the biblical record, do you know when he betrayed Jesus? When 
he was apart from him, when he got away from him, when he was no longer in the 
sphere. In other words, in our lives today, some fatherly wisdom, keep your friends close 
but keep your enemies closer. Job was not going to give those who were throwing 
proverbial darts at him the access to do so without his response having heard it with his 
own ears.

The third aspect that we learn are wisdom from Job begins in verse 5. He says,
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5 He that speaketh flattery to his friends, even the eyes of his children 
shall fail. 6 He hath made me also a byword of the people; and aforetime I 
was as a tabret. 

What's Job saying? Listen to this word of wisdom: life is more like toothpaste than it is 
Vegas. Now let me unpack that for you just a moment. We have this statement in our 
culture that what happens there, stays there. In fact, there are other cities in our 
communities and culture that tag that Vegas word on the backside of the beginning of the 
town's name. Why? Because they chuckle, they laugh, they brag that you can be within 
these confines, do as you want, say as you want, think as you want, and there will not be 
any consequences. Here's the problem: that makes for a great commercial and marketing 
scheme but that's not life because life is a lot like toothpaste. Have any of you ever tried 
to get the toothpaste back into the container by which it came out of? You can't do it. You
do realize those are our lives, right? You realize that once you say it, you can't unsay it. 
Now again, I'm not in the legal world, I'm not an attorney, I'm not a judge, but I've seen a 
lot of movies and I've actually sat in the courtroom and it amazes me when you hear a 
judge tell the reporter, "Strike that from the record." Well, you know the jury heard it. I 
mean, we heard it. You can't get it back.

And today, we live in a world where we need to heed this fatherly wisdom. You know, 
George Orwell back in the mid-40s wrote a book entitled "1984" where he talked about 
the thought police, and we thought he was crazy. But today we don't think he's crazy, do 
we? We might as well just go ahead and assume that every action that we make is being 
recorded somewhere visually, every word we speak, including the very phone in my 
pocket, is recording, somebody is listening and it's not just y'all. Here's the frightening 
thing: thanks to artificial intelligence and other things, we're on the verge of people 
"claiming to know our thoughts before we ever open our mouths." And let me give you 
some good fatherly wisdom from Job, this is what he's telling his friends, "Gentlemen, 
you do realize that what you've said against me that God will say is in error, it's been 
written down. It's not going to go away." In fact, today we have a digital footprint of 
almost every deed, every word, every action, and maybe one day every thought that 
comes out of our lives.

So some fatherly wisdom is be careful what we speak, be careful where we go, because 
it's not like Vega, you can't just say, "Well, I said it there, it doesn't count. I did it there, it
doesn't count." No, do you know what the Lord says in Matthew 12:36? It says that every
idle word will go before the judgment. In other words, one day that's why Revelation 20 
talks about these books that are opened up, because every deed, every action, every word,
every thought, your family, your friends, your coworkers, your peers, even "your 
enemies," may have never seen it, heard it, or known about it, but the Lord has record of 
everything.

Now the fourth fatherly wisdom comes out in verse 7. He says,

7 Mine eye also is dim by reason of sorrow, and all my members are as a 
shadow. 8 Upright men shall be astonished at this, and the innocent shall 
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stir up himself against the hypocrite. 9 The righteous also shall hold on his
way, and he that hath clean hands shall be stronger and stronger. 

Let me give you kind of a phrase of wisdom of what Job's talking about. Beauty is skin 
deep but ugly goes all the way down to the bone. In other words, we have a way in our 
culture of perfuming the proverbial pig, do we not? You want a great example? This is 
that season of the year of class reunions. Oh yeah. 10 years. 20 years. 30. 40. 50 and so 
on. And what happens at class reunions? About nine months in advance we go on a diet. 
We start trading up our cars. We start switching our wardrobes because we haven't seen 
them in 30 years and in one night we're going to let them think that this is who we really 
are. Here's what Job is saying, "Guys, you can pontificate for a few weeks or months on 
the ash heap, but at the end of the proverbial day it's going to demonstrate who you really
are."

You know, in the gospel of Luke 18, there's an interesting story that Jesus shares about 
two men that go to the temple and pray. One is a Pharisee. His clothes look good. His 
breath probably smells good. He probably had a nice shower or bath by that time. He 
goes walking up to what you and I would call church and he offers a public prayer and 
his prayer goes something like this, "Thank you, God, that I'm not like this scumbag right
here." That's the New Revised Southern version of what he said. And then that man, that 
man that was poverty-stricken, that man who most likely had some type of illness in his 
life, the Bible records that he beat his chest and he said, "O God, have mercy on me, a 
sinner." Remember what Jesus pointed out? He said it's better to be the second man than 
the first, because later in Matthew 23, Jesus said, "Hey, you guys, you're like 
whitewashed sepulchres. You're like tombs that we've pressure-washed on the outside but
at the end of the day they're still dead bones on the inside." And one of the things that we 
need to be mindful of, not only those that we interact with but even our own lives, is 
anybody can clean up for one day. Anybody can clean up for a season of time, but there's 
an old adage that I love, it says that a Christian is like a teabag, you don't know how 
strong they really are until you put them in the hot water. And that's exactly what Jesus 
was saying because it would have been one of those Pharisees that when he stood on the 
steps of Pilate's palace would have said, "Let his blood be upon us and our children from 
this generation forever." What a statement. The real colors came out. The true colors 
came out. You see, we can beautify for moments and small periods of time, but who we 
are at the core ultimately is revealed.

We continue, we go into verse 10. It says,

10 But as for you all, do ye return, and come now: for I cannot find one 
wise man among you. 11 My days are past, my purposes are broken off, 
even the thoughts of my heart.

Let me give you another nugget of wisdom from Job: man's plans, woman's plans, are 
rarely half realized. Notice he says that, "My grave is at hand, my departure." He's 
basically saying, "This is not how I scripted it. This is not how I thought life would go. 
This is not what people told me it would go like." And by the way, the longer you live 
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life, the more you realize it doesn't go the way you thought it would go yet we love to 
calendar, we love to Excel spreadsheet, we love to plan. If you don't believe that life 
doesn't go the way you thought it would, then you have not looked at your 401k lately. 
You do know that all those commercials say that past performance does not necessitate 
future gains. No kidding! We all thought, oh, it averages X amount per year, it'll average 
that per year, and then 2022 hit and the proverbial rug... 

You see, it never goes the way that we hope, and I'm not just talking finances, I'm talking 
life. You see, one of the beautiful things about hindsight is you can look back on your life
and you can confirm it did not go the way you had planned it out. It never does. Even in 
the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 6:34, Jesus says, "Why are you making plans for 
tomorrow? Today the evil is sufficient enough." James 4, he continues, he makes this 
statement, the Lord says, "You know, you're fretting and worrying and stressing about 
tomorrow," now you're supposed to make plans and preparation, I get it, but he says, 
"you have no idea what tomorrow holds." Listen, it doesn't matter if you're here in 
person, you're watching online, or listening on the radio, there is nobody smart enough, 
intelligent enough, or wise enough right now listening to my voice who can with 100% 
assurance tell us what's going to happen tomorrow because I don't know about you, but 
most days I wake up and before I eat breakfast I make this statement, "Didn't see that 
coming." In other words, we don't know and the best plans that we lay out are rarely half 
realized, that's both "good and bad." Oftentimes, we've got these horrible fears. "Oh man, 
it's going to be awful, it's going to be treacherous." We look back and go, "That wasn't 
too bad." And then oftentimes we say, "Man, it can't go wrong." And it does.

The next statement in verse 12. It says,

12 They [speaking of his accusers] change the night into day: the light is 
short because of darkness. 13 If I wait, the grave is mine house: I have 
made my bed in the darkness. 14 I have said to corruption, Thou art my 
father: to the worm, Thou art my mother, and my sister. 

Now he's going to step it up just a bit here. Not only does man's best plans rarely half 
realize, he says, tomorrow is not guaranteed. We do not know and this is what Job was 
saying, he says, "Guys, we don't know." You see, based on what they could see, they 
would predict that Job would hit the grave before they would. Here's what Job's basically 
saying, "You guys may drop before I do." 

Now today is what we know collectively as Father's Day, and anytime that we look back 
on the lives of those who either biologically or non-biologically had an impact, an 
influence, the men in our lives, you know, typically we tend to simplify into a statement 
or two or a scenario or such and I'll do likewise today. You know, if I look back on my 
life, what is the one thing that my dad and I had in common? If you didn't meet him, he 
didn't talk and I never shut up. He's kind of peaceful and just goes about his business and 
I'm going MACH 2 with my hair on fire. But you know, one thing that was kind of that 
bring us together was the game of golf. Seven years of age, my dad introduced me to the 
most frustrating game on the planet known as golf. Sunset Golf Course, Grand Prairie, 
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Texas. I'll never forget it. And for that point for about 40+ years, it didn't matter what was
going on in life, it didn't matter what the struggles, the successes, we found ourselves on 
the golf course more times than I could count. Well, in his latter years, my dad obviously 
had some physical ailments, not only heart conditions, other things, but he had had some 
back surgeries, and if you ever had the privilege of playing golf with my dad, he didn't hit
it a real long ways but he hit it right down the middle, kind of like his personality, just 
nice, easygoing, get it where it needs to go. Does anybody want to venture how I hit a 
golf ball? I mean, I put everything I got into it. I mean, I'm gonna come off the ground, 
I'm gonna swing so hard. I mean, that's just how I do it. I do that with everything and I do
it with a golf ball too.

And I cannot tell you how many times this conversation took place with my dad and I. He
would hit, it would go right down the gut. I would typically say something like, "Watch 
this." And I mean, I would hit it a country mile. It would go, I mean, the FFA would have
to give it clearance, okay? But it would be at the wrong place. It would be two holes over.
It would be in the water. It would be wherever. And I'll never forget, I'd get all upset, 
we'd be going back and I'd say, "Man, I just wish I didn't swing so hard." Do you know 
what my dad said every time? "Son, do it while you can because there's going to come a 
day where you can't." Boy, that preaches, doesn't it? And I know it's just a frivolous game
of golf, I know in the big scheme of life it doesn't really matter, but tomorrow is not 
guaranteed so while you can have a conversation with him, have one. When you can visit 
somebody, visit them. You know, the book and the movie "Moneyball," I know it's about 
baseball, there's this incredible statement made in there by the manager of the team. He 
says, "We're all told one day we can no longer play the game anymore." It's every aspect 
of life. We're all told this is the last day you'll work, this is the last day you'll do this and 
the last day you'll do that. We're not guaranteed tomorrow and we always think, you see, 
all these words of wisdom we're building on because we've got plans. I'm going to work 
until this. We're going to do this until that. We're going to visit this. But tomorrow is 
absolutely not guaranteed and here's what he's telling these guys. He says, "You may 
drop before I do." 

Luke 12, famous parable that Jesus tells, it's called the parable of the rich fool. It's about a
man who had all kinds of finances, all kinds of lands, he had all kinds of resources, and 
according to the words of Jesus, he goes out one day and he's surveying his assets and he 
goes, "Man, these barns aren't big enough to hold what's coming down the pipe. I'm 
gonna tear them down and I'm gonna build bigger." So he tears down those barns in 
preparation for greater things coming. One of the most famous lines in all of the Bible 
from the mouth of Jesus, "Thou fool, did you not know that tonight thy soul would be 
required of thee?" All the plans, all the health, everything that one could ask for. In fact, 
I'm sure every bank in town was vying for his business. Absolutely, incredible business 
plan but nobody knew, he didn't know, you don't know, I don't know what tomorrow 
brings. We're not guaranteed.

Which leads to Job's exclamation point these last two verses.
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15 And where is now my hope? as for my hope, who shall see it? 16 They 
shall go down to the bars of the pit, when our rest together is in the dust. 

Job is telling his three friends, he's telling the audience, that if we live enough days 
eventually every single one of us is going to be in the grave. Here's the final fatherly 
nugget of wisdom from the mouth of Job: eternity is too long to be wrong. If you can red 
between the lines here, here's what he's telling these guys, "Gentlemen, are you sure this 
is what you want to bank it on? Are you sure this is where you want to land because one 
day we're all going to be dead and one day we're going to meet our Creator, and one day 
we're going to stand face-to-face with him? Are you sure that you want to do that based 
on what you've been proclaiming, what you've been stating?" Eternity is a long time to be
wrong.

You know, one of the great minds not only of recent days but of all days was actually a 
17th century mathematician by the name of Blaise Pascal. You say, "I don't know if I've 
ever heard of Blaise Pascal." If you took geometry in high school, you said ugly things 
about Pascal, I can promise you. Genius mathematician, philosopher and, yes, even a 
theologian. One day, he contrapted what we now call or refer commonly as Pascal's 
Wager. Now there's a lot of variations of this but allow me to close with this one. 
Basically at the end of the day, we have a decision as humanity to make. Is Jesus Christ 
the means of the forgiveness of our sins and the hope of the salvation of our souls for all 
eternity or is he not? Because he drew the line in the sand. The Bible says neither is there 
salvation in any other. He said, "I'm the way, the truth, the life; nobody comes to the 
Father but by me."

Here's the wager that Pascal put forth. He said let's just say that you hypothetically argue 
Jesus is not the way, he's not the answer, there is no God, the Bible is a bunch of lies. 
You do realize that whoever states that as well as you and I are going to end up in the 
same place one day because if Jesus is a lie, if the Bible is a lie, if there is no God, we're 
going to end up in the same dirt as the person who told us that. But what if it's true? What
if Jesus really is who he said he was? What if the Bible really is stating truth and fact for 
us? Then it changes everything because to reject it, to deny it, to push it and say it's not 
for me, has grave, no pun intended, eternal consequences. And here's what Pascal said 
about his wager. He said even if you were to flip a proverbial coin, you would always 
side in this illustration with that of Jesus Christ because on the other side you can't win, 
and on Jesus' side you can't lose. 

It's a wager. None of us are guaranteed tomorrow. Our best plans are rarely half realized. 
There's a lot of folks around us that give a presentation that's not really who they are or 
we are etc., but I'll make you this one promise: every single one of us will spend more 
time in eternity than we ever do on this earth, and the decision that we make about Jesus 
determines our location and our eternity and our experience. And here's what Job's 
saying, "Guys, we're all going to the grave. Do you really want to go to eternity with 
what you're promoting? Do you really want to go to eternity with what you're 
celebrating? Do you really want to go to eternity, do you want to face your Creator and 
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say, 'I did it my way'?" I don't know about you, but the older I get and the closer I get to 
eternity, I think I'll take the "wager of Jesus" every day and three times on Sunday.

Let's pray with our heads bowed and our eyes closed. Maybe today, joining us in person 
or online, maybe today is that day where the Spirit of God took the word of God and 
really did a surgical procedure in your heart, in your mind, and maybe today you're that 
person who said, "You know, eternity, it's going to come. I don't know when it's going to 
come but it's going to last a long time and I don't want to be in the wrong place. I want to 
be in the right place." Well, guess what? The Bible says whoever calls on the name of the
Lord will be saved. What does that mean? It basically means you have to acknowledge 
that you've got a sin problem, like we talked about earlier, you've done things you 
shouldn't have done, said things you shouldn't have said, and thought things you should 
have never thought, but you also have to believe, you have to believe that it's not about 
becoming better or becoming religious, checking off a box or passing a test, you have to 
believe that when Jesus Christ shed his blood and three days later he raised from the 
grave, that that alone is sufficient for the salvation of your soul and the forgiveness of 
your sins. Maybe today is the day as you and I stare down eternity, maybe today is the 
day you call on the name of the Lord. 

Again, it's not about a specific phrase, it's not about a word order, this is a heart's cry and 
maybe your heart's cry today would go something like this. "God, today I just want to 
acknowledge and confess that which you already know about me. God, I've done stuff 
that you call horrific. God, I've sinned. Lord, you said to go right, I went left. You said to 
hold back, I went for it. God, I cannot even count the number of times that I've been 
contrary to your will, your way and your word, and I understand that the wages of my sin 
is death. But God, today I believe that your word is true, that the gift of life is through 
Jesus Christ. So God, today I believe, God, I believe I not only have a sin problem but I 
believe that Jesus is the answer. I believe that Jesus loved me so much that he came on 
my behalf. God, I believe that Jesus loved me so much he lived a sinless life on my 
behalf. God, I believe that Jesus Christ loved me so much he paid the price on his cross 
for my sin. And God, today I believe that three days later when he rose from the grave 
Jesus Christ loved me so much that he made it possible for my sin to be forgiven and my 
soul to be saved. God, today I don't have a lot of the answers to a lot of the problems and 
issues and struggles of this world, but there's one thing I know, Jesus Christ is the only 
answer to my sin problem. The best way I know how, I'm asking you to forgive me, I'm 
asking you to save me, I just want to turn my life over to you."

With our heads still bowed and our eyes still closed, maybe you're that person today for 
the first time called on the name of the Lord. In a moment, I'm going to pray for us and 
we're going to stand and sing. Let me encourage you just to step out and step forward. 
We'd love the privilege of hearing your story, praying with you, praying for you. We've 
got a whole team of people who just want to spend time hearing what God is doing in 
your life.

Heavenly Father, today as we come to this time of decision, God, on a day where we 
honor our earthly fathers, on a day where we look at the wisdom of a father of 10, Lord, 
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help us to realize eternity is way too long to be wrong. God, with all the distractions of 
this world, with all the things that are constantly bombarding us, in this moment, in this 
hour, would you just give us a glimpse of where we are with you, give us a glimpse of 
what eternity will really look like. And God, I pray that John 12 would come true, you 
said if you would be lifted up, you would draw all men unto yourself. God, today may we 
come home to you. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.
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