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220612-1 1Pe 2, 17-25, Continuing to Define an Honest Conversation–CThurman 
 
Peter began this letter by addressing the personal, inward, subjective faith of the 
saints of God.  But now he writes of things which are a demonstration of faith.  He 
wrote that these baptized, believing church-related, Gentile disciples should have 
an honest, good, worthy conversation (manner of life) among the Gentiles.  This 
kind of faith should be what the unbelieving should see in them, and in the day 
when God shall visit this earth in judgment they will glorify God for the good 
works that they saw in them.  
 
Peter then began defining what an honest manner of life looked like.  He began 
with the imperative to submit to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake. 
(faith demonstrated, 1Pe.2.2.11-3.22)  Under this topic we considered that the 
LORD subjected OT Israel, His chosen nation, to the rule of an idolatrous king 
named Nebuchadnezzar as a means of judgment and correction.  I think we 
should ask ourselves whether the LORD subjects His NT saints to these kinds of 
men and women in authority to judge and correct us so that we might show more 
of Christ to an unbelieving world?  Will we submit ourselves to the will of God and 
live for Christ in this matter?  Most of us have a very strong, ugly, unchristlike 
streak of rebellion that has need of chastening.  Will we despise the chastening 
hand of the LORD (cf. He.12.5) insisting to pull in our own carnal yoke or will we 
come to Christ and pull in His.  (cf. Mt.11.30)   
 
Now, the child of God is an enigma to the unbelieving.  The unbelieving, in their 
ignorance, are going to say things against the Christian.  They will suspect some 
ulterior motive, some self-seeking purpose, some bad design behind the good 
works.  Peter said that the best way, God’s way, the Christian way to muzzle the 
mouths of foolish men is by continuing to do good, which in this text means by 
obeying man’s laws.  This is part of what it means to have an honest conversation.  
Does this describe me?  Is this my desire?  Do I strive to be like this? Do I groan in 
my attempts to reign in the flesh to be subject to every word of God? 
 
17                                          Honour all [men]. 
        [As a matter of fact (the aorist imperative verb)]   
 

honour, τιμήσατε, 2pl. aor. imper. act. of the verb tima<w, tss. to 

honour, to value; the noun timh<, is tss. price, honour sum, precious; 
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the adj. ti<mioj, tss. had in reputation, dear, honourable, precious, 

more precious, most precious; the noun timio<thj, tss. costliness. 

 
Perhaps this is in light of the foregoing remarks concerning kings and those 
sent from them.   
 

Ro.13.7 ¶  Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute 
is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom 
honour. 
8  Owe no man any thing, but to love one another; for he that loveth 
another hath fulfilled the law. 
 

Note: When a brother or a sister does something to help you 
there is no debt to be repaid.  Listen, if you feel a sense of debt 
when someone comes along to help you with something that 
you have need of, mark it down, that sense of debt that you 
have is carnal, fleshly.  It is not spiritual.  It is unspiritual.  It is 
infantile, childish, immature.  Make it an act of your will to put 
that away.  Pray about it.  The Lord can grant you peace to get 
clear of this thing.  It is not good to reject the help of brethren 
unless you can repay them.  Receive the blessing and as 
opportunity presents itself do the same to others. 
 
Now, there are brethren on the other side of this issue that 
they help with strings attached.  They need to learn better too. 

 
This verse is about honoring all [men].  It’s about them, not me.  It’s the 
mind that I should have toward others.  Our tendency is to err on the other 
side of this.  Rather than honoring others we prefer being honored. 
  

Phl.2.3  Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in 
lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. 
 
Ro.12.10  Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in 
honour preferring one another … 
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Jas 4:10  Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift 
you up. 
 

Love the brotherhood.  
 
love, ἀγαπᾶτε, 2pl. pres. imper. of the verb a][gapa<w,, 

 
brotherhood, ἀδελφότητα, acc. sing. of the noun a]delfo<thj, only 

twice in the NT, tss. brotherhood (1Pe.2.17), brethren (1Pe.5.9). 
 

This seems to refer to the fellowship of the brethren of the churches.   
 

1Pe.5.9  Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same 
afflictions are accomplished in your brethren (a]delfo<thj) that are 

in the world. 
 

We should have a special love for the brethren.  It is not that we do not 
love all of the children of God, but there should be a special love for those 
that are following after Christ.  You know, I am of the mind that this group 
of brethren, the brethren of this church should be the major focus of my 
love.  It is just a matter of fact.  Christ loved and gave His life for all of the 
elect of God, but He specially did so for His church. (cf. Eph. 5.24, 25)   
 
After this, I have a special love for the brotherhood of the churches.  I love 
church-brethren, church people.  I love them that show their love for Christ 
by following His commandments.  When Christ said to put the lamp on the 
lampstand He means that the child of God should build his life upon the 
foundation of His NT church.  He ought to plant his life there until the 
second coming of Jesus Christ.  
 

Ga 6:10  As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all 
men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith. 
 

The brotherhood speaks of brethren that are associated with Christ in the 
churches.  Outside of the realm of this kind of fellowship I do not 
understand how we can otherwise identify the brotherhood.  The word 
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brotherhood is defined as an association of brethren for a particular 
purpose. It is a body of brethren engaged in a profession. 
 

Joh 13:34  A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one 
another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. 
 
1Pe 1:22  Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth 
through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye 
love one another with a pure heart fervently … 
 
1Jn.4.10  Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
11  Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another. 
 

      Fear God.                  Honour      the king. 
Be in fear of God        

 
fear, φοβεῖσθε, 2pl. pres. imper. mid. of the verb fobe<w, to fear, to 

be afraid, to reverence. 
 
honour, 2pl. pres. imper. act. of the verb tima<w. 

 
Another mark of one that has an honest manner of life before God is his 
fear of God. It is not slavish fear so that he fears to do anything. (cf. 
Lk.19.22)  But the fear of God keeps His children away from sins. (cf. 
Ps.19.13) 
 

1Co 11:31  For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged. 
 
Pr 16:6  By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and by the fear of the 
LORD men depart from evil. 
 
Pr 14:26  In the fear of the LORD is strong confidence: and his children 
shall have a place of refuge. 
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It is for the lack of this fear that the wicked trespass against the Lord.  It is 
the only way that the Psalmist could explain the brazen rebellion of the 
wicked.  
 

Ps.36.1 ¶  « To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David the servant of the 
LORD. » The transgression of the wicked saith within my heart, that 
there is no fear of God before his eyes. 
2  For he flattereth himself in his own eyes, until his iniquity be found 
to be hateful. 
3  The words of his mouth are iniquity and deceit: he hath left off to 
be wise, and to do good. 
 

‘There is far too much easy familiarity with the Most High. Thank God, we 
can come into His holy presence with holy boldness through the blood of 
Christ.  But that should never lessen our reverence and godly fear.’  Martin 
Lloyd Jones 
 
17 πάντας τιμήσατε τὴν ἀδελφότητα ἀγαπᾶτε τὸν θεὸν φοβεῖσθε τὸν 
βασιλέα τιμᾶτε 
 

18  Servants, [be]                    subject                     to your masters with all fear;  
                                (certainly implied imperative) 
Or,                     Servants, subject to your masters … 
 

servants, οἰκέται, nom. pl. of the noun oi]ke<thj, tss. servants 

(Lk.16.13; Ro.14.4; 1Pe.2.18) household servants (Ac.10.7, 
Cornelious has two household servants); perhaps more with 
reference to the household or domestic laborer.  Perhaps having 
more liberty than the slave, dou?loj, and as such more  apt to object 

in disagreeable things.  
 
be subject, ὑποτασσόμενοι, nom. pl. masc. part. pres. mid. of the 
verb u[pota<ssw, tss. to submit, to subject, to obey, to put under, to 

subdue. 
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Eph.6.5  Servants (dou?loi), be obedient to them that are your masters 

according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart, 
as unto Christ; 
6  Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing 
the will of God from the heart; 
7  With good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men: 
8  Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the same shall he 
receive of the Lord, whether he be bond or free. 

 
not only to the good and gentle, but also to the froward. 
 

gentle, ἐπιεικέσιν, dat. pl. masc. of the adj. e]pieikh<j, tss. 

moderation, patient, gentle. 
 
forward, σκολιοῖς, dat. pl. masc. of the adj. skolio<j, tss. crooked (2), 

untoward (1), forward (1). 
 

There are going to be difficult people for whom we must work.  
 
18 Οἱ οἰκέται ὑποτασσόμενοι ἐν παντὶ φόβῳ τοῖς δεσπόταις οὐ μόνον τοῖς 
ἀγαθοῖς καὶ ἐπιεικέσιν ἀλλὰ καὶ τοῖς σκολιοῖς 

 
                                χάρις 
19  For this is    thankworthy,     if a man for conscience toward God endure grief,  
                        acceptable, grace 
 

thankworthy, χάρις, noun, tss. favor, grace, thank, pleasure, 
acceptable (v.20), thankworthy, etc.  
 
endure, ὑποφέρει, 3ps. pres. ind. of the verb u[pofe<rw, tss. to bear 

(1), to endure (2); lit. ‘to bear or endure under’. 
 
grief, λύπας, acc. pl. of the noun lu<ph, tss. sorrow, heaviness, 

grievous, grief. 
 

suffering wrongfully. 
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suffering, πάσχων, nom. sing. masc. part. pres. of the verb pa<sxw,  

tss. to suffer, to vex, to feel. 
 
wrongfully, ἀδίκως, an adv. only this once in the NT, but the other 
Gr. nouns, adjective, would lend to wrongly, hurtfully, unjustly, evilly, 
unrighteously. 
 

A brother or sister in Christ that acts on what he knows is the will of God, 
though doing a good service only brings grief, does what is acceptable with 
God. 
 

Ro 12:18  If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with 
all men. 

 
19 τοῦτο γὰρ χάρις εἰ διὰ συνείδησιν θεοῦ ὑποφέρει τις λύπας πάσχων 
ἀδίκως 

 
20  For what   glory   is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your               faults,  
                          fame                                                                       trespass, offense, sin 
 

glory, κλέος, a noun only this once in the NT; the LXXE tss. this a 
report(Job 28.22, KJV, fame), a glory (Job 30.8). 
 
be buffeted, κολαφιζόμενοι, nom. pl. masc. part. pres. pass. of the 
verb kolafi<zw, and always tss. with the English buffet; Moulton 

defines this as suffering blows with a fist, to suffer maltreatment, to 
punish, to afflict. 
 
faults, ἁμαρτάνοντες, nom. pl. masc. part. pres. of the verb 
a[marta<nw, tss. to trespass, to sin, to offend, to be at fault. 

 
ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it 
patiently, this is      acceptable      with God. 
                                 thankworthy 
                               a     grace 
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take … patiently, ὑπομενεῖτε, 2ppl. fut. ind. of the verb u[pome<nw, 

twice in this verse; tss. to endure, to tarry behind, to abide, to be 
patient, to suffer. 
 

20 ποῖον γὰρ κλέος εἰ ἁμαρτάνοντες καὶ κολαφιζόμενοι ὑπομενεῖτε ἀλλ᾽ εἰ 
ἀγαθοποιοῦντες καὶ πάσχοντες ὑπομενεῖτε τοῦτο χάρις παρὰ θεῷ 

 
21  For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered        for        us,  
                                                                                                             felt      in behalf of 
 

suffered, ἔπαθεν, 3s, aor. ind. of the verb pa<sxw, tss. to suffer, to 

be vexed, to have passion, to feel. 
 
                                                                                               a]ci<wj, adv. 

Phl.1.27 ¶  Only let your conversation     be    as it becometh 
                                              citizenship                  worthily [of] 
 

let … conversation be, politeu<omai, also tss. have lived 

(Ac.23.1); living as citizens of a country. 
 
the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be  
 
                                  peri> u[mw?n 

absent, I may hear  of your affairs,  that ye stand fast in one spirit,  
                                  concerning you 
 
with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel; 
28  And in nothing terrified by your adversaries: which is to them an 
evident token of perdition (coming destruction), but to you of 
salvation, and that of God. 
29  For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe 
on him, but also to suffer for his sake; 
30  Having the same conflict which ye saw in me, and now hear to be 
in me. 
 
1Th.3.1 ¶  Wherefore when we could no longer forbear, we thought it 
good to be left at Athens alone; 
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2  And sent Timotheus, our brother, and minister of God, and our 
fellowlabourer in the gospel of Christ, to establish you, and to comfort 
you concerning your faith: 
 
                                 sai<nw, 

3  That no man   should be moved    by these afflictions: for yourselves  
                                             disturbed                tribulations 
                                              agitated 

 
be moved, the verb sai<nw, only this once in the NT; B-

D-A-G, to be disturbed, to be agitated. 
 
afflictions, the noun qli<yij, also tss. tribulation, 

anguish, trouble, burden; the verb qli<bw, tss. narrow, 

to throng, to afflict, to suffer tribulation (1Th.3.4; 
Ac.14.22), to trouble.  

 
know that we are appointed thereunto. 

 
are appointed, the verb kei?mai, tss. to lay, to set, to lay 

up, to appoint, to make. 
 

4  For verily, when we were with you, we told you before that we 
should suffer tribulation; even as it came to pass, and ye know. 

 
1Pe.4.12 ¶  Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial 
which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: 
13  But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; 
that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with 
exceeding joy. 
 
Ac.14.21  And when they had preached the gospel to that city, and 
had taught many, they returned again to Lystra, and to Iconium, and 
Antioch, 
22  Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to 
continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation 
enter into the kingdom of God. 
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                                                            ἵνα 
leaving us an     example,             that       ye should    follow     his steps: 
                              sub-text         (purpose)                    reach after 
 

leaving, ὑπολιμπάνων, nom. sing. masc. part. pres. of the verb 
u[polimpa<nw, and only this once in the NT. 

 
example, ὑπογραμμὸν, acc. sing. of the noun u[pogrammo<j, only this 

once in the NT; u[pogra<fw, u[po< under, among, with +  gra<fw, to 

write.  
 
ye should follow, ἐπακολουθήσητε, 2pl. aor. subj. of the verb 
e]pakolouqe<w, e]pi< upon +  a]kolouqe<w, to follow, to reach; 

e]pakolouqe<w, tss. to follow, to follow after. 

 
1Jn.2.4  He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a 
liar, and the truth is not in him. 
5  But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: 
hereby know we that we are in him. 
6  He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he 
walked. 
 
Joh 16:33  These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have 
peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have 
overcome the world. 

 
21 εἰς τοῦτο γὰρ ἐκλήθητε ὅτι καὶ Χριστὸς ἔπαθεν ὑπὲρ ἡμῶν ἡμῖν 
ὑπολιμπάνων ὑπογραμμὸν ἵνα ἐπακολουθήσητε τοῖς ἴχνεσιν αὐτοῦ 

 
22  Who did no sin, neither was   guile   found in his mouth: 
                                                           deceit 
 

did, ἐποίησεν, 3s. aor. ind. act. of the verb poie<w, tss. to do, to 

perform, to bring forth, to cause, to ordain, to work. 
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was found, εὑρέθη, 3s. aor. ind. pass. of the verb eu[ri<skw, tss. to 

find, to get, to obtain, to perceive. 
 
guile, δόλος, a noun tss. subtilty, deceit, craft, guile. 
 

Jesus Christ our Lord was and is the only perfect pattern by which any child 
of God should pattern his life.  It is not enough to pattern our lives after 
another sinner, as we all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.  
The one pattern to which every child of God is to resort is that of Christ.  He 
is the Son of God incarnate. 
 

Jn.14.30  Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this 
world cometh, and hath nothing in me. 
 
1Pe 2:22  Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth … 
 
1Jn.3.5  And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; 
and in him is no sin. 
 
He.4.15  For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we 
are, yet without sin. 
 
2Co.5.21  For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; 
that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. 
 

Peter emphasizes that Jesus Christ did no sin.  Consider how He who did no 
sin suffered wrongfully.  He did nothing that warranted any maltreatment 
by anyone.  And the child of God is not to give the unbelieving a reason to 
trouble us.  There will be trouble enough.  Do not give them a just cause for 
trouble.  

 
22 ὃς ἁμαρτίαν οὐκ ἐποίησεν οὐδὲ εὑρέθη δόλος ἐν τῷ στόματι αὐτοῦ 

 
23  Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered,  
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when … was reviled, λοιδορούμενος, nom. sing. masc. part. pres. 
pass. of loidore<w, tss. to revile; loidori<a, a noun tss. reproach, 

railing; loi<doroj, a noun, tss. a railer, a reviler. 

 
reviled … again, ἀντελοιδόρει, a]nti< against, again +  loidore<w. 

 
he threatened not; but    committed himself       to him that judgeth righteously: 
                                                    gave                   over                                         justly 
                                               delivered                over 
 

threatened, ἠπείλει, 3s. imperf. of the verb a]peile<w, tss. to threaten 

(Ac.4.17; 1Pe.2.2.23); the noun a]peilh<, tss. threatening (Ac.4.29). 

 
committed, παρεδίδου, 3s. imperf. act. of the verb paradi<dwmi, tss. 

to deliver, to betray, to commit, to recommend, to give up, to give 
over. 
 
Isa 53:7  He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not 
his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep 
before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. 
 
Mk.14.57  And there arose certain, and bare false witness against 
him, saying, 
58  We heard him say, I will destroy this temple that is made with 
hands, and within three days I will build another made without 
hands. 
59  But neither so did their witness agree together. 
60  And the high priest stood up in the midst, and asked Jesus, saying, 
Answerest thou nothing? what is it which these witness against thee? 
61  But he held his peace, and answered nothing. Again the high 
priest asked him, and said unto him, Art thou the Christ, the Son of 
the Blessed? 
62  And Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on 
the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. 
63  Then the high priest rent his clothes, and saith, What need we any 
further witnesses? 
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64  Ye have heard the blasphemy: what think ye? And they all 
condemned him to be guilty of death. 
65  And some began to spit on him, and to cover his face, and to 
buffet him, and to say unto him, Prophesy: and the servants did strike 
him with the palms of their hands. 
 
Ac.4.17  But that it spread no further among the people, let us straitly 
threaten them, that they speak henceforth to no man in this name. 
… 
29  And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy 
servants, that with all boldness they may speak thy word … 

 
23 ὃς λοιδορούμενος οὐκ ἀντελοιδόρει πάσχων οὐκ ἠπείλει παρεδίδου δὲ 
τῷ κρίνοντι δικαίως· 

 
24  Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree,  
 

bare, ἀνήνεγκεν, 3s. aor. ind. of the verb a]nafer<w, a]na< again +  

fer<w to bear, to carry, to uphold; a]nafer<w, to bring, to lead up, to 

carry up, to offer up, to bear, to offer. 
 

Taking away our sins was not a cooperative effort, partly by the Son of God 
and partly by sinners. Christ alone bore our sins. 
 
In his own body, refers to the suffering and death which came upon Him on 
account of our sins, being nailed to the cross.  He that had no sins took our 
sins, meaning that He received the punishment due to us for sin.   
 

2Co 5:21  For he hath made him to be sin [offering] for us, who knew 
no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. 
 

Jesus Christ the Righteous was never a sinner, but was treated as a sinner 
that sinners might be treated as righteous before God. 
 

1Pe 3:18  For Christ also hath once suffered for [on account of] sins, 
the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to 
death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit … 
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      ἵνα 
     that     we, being dead to sins,                             should live unto righteousness:  
[purpose]                                [to the justice of God for sins] 
    [not that we have no sins, but that we are dead to the condemnation of them] 
 

being dead, ἀπογενόμενοι, nom. pl. masc. part. aor. of the verb 
a]pogeno<menoj, a]po< from, forth, of +  gi<nomai to be, only this once 

in the NT; 
 

Liddell & Scott defines this as 1.  to be away from, to have no 
part in  2. to be taken away, and so to depart life, die. 

 
by whose stripes ye were healed. 
 

stripes, μώλωπι, dat. sing. of the noun mw<lwy, this once in the NT;  

The LXXE tss. this grief (Ge.4.23), stripe (Ex.21.25), bruises (Ps.37.5; 
Is.1.6; 53.5). 
 
healed, ἰάθητε, 2pl. aor. ind. pass. of the verb i]a<omai, tss. to heal, to 

be whole; the noun i@asij, is tss. cure, heal. 

 
Peter referring to Is.53.5. 
 

Is.53.5  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised 
for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and 
with his stripes (LXX, μώλωπι,) we are healed. 
 

Christ’s death effected a changed in me. 
 

24 ὃς τὰς ἁμαρτίας ἡμῶν αὐτὸς ἀνήνεγκεν ἐν τῷ σώματι αὐτοῦ ἐπὶ τὸ 
ξύλον ἵνα ταῖς ἁμαρτίαις ἀπογενόμενοι τῇ δικαιοσύνῃ ζήσωμεν οὗ τῷ 
μώλωπι αὐτοῦ ἰάθητε 

 
25  For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd 
and Bishop of your souls. 
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going astray, πλανώμενα, nom. pl. neut. part. pres. pass. of the verb 
plana<w, tss. to go astray, to err, to deceive, to be out of the way, to 

wander, to seduce. 
 
are … returned, ἐπεστράφητε, 2pl. aor. pass. of the verb e]pistre<fw, 

e]pi< about +  stre<fw to turn; e]pistre<fw, is tss. to turn about, to 

return, to convert, to turn again, to turn, to come again, to go again. 
 
Shepherd, of the noun poimh<n, tss. stepherd (17), pastor (1). 

 
Bishop, of the noun ἐπίσκοποj, tss. bishop, overseer (Ac.20.28). 

 
25 ἦτε γὰρ ὡς πρόβατα πλανώμενα· ἀλλ᾽ ἐπεστράφητε νῦν ἐπὶ τὸν ποιμένα 
καὶ ἐπίσκοπον τῶν ψυχῶν ὑμῶν 

 


