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Godliness With Contentment 

1 Timothy 6:3-10 

False Teaching 

❖ Always an ongoing danger for the church... watch out!!! 

◼ myths and endless genealogies 

◼ abstaining from certain foods and marriage 

◼ seeing godliness as a means of financial gain 

❖ False teachers are 

◼ ensnared by Satan 

◼ tripped up and trapped by his subtle schemes and lies 

❖ A contemporary concern 

An Analysis 

❖ False teachers are revealed by their teaching 

◼ they teach a different doctrine that stands in contrast to 

the sound words of our Lord Jesus Christ 

 sound = a medical term (healthy, wholesome) 

 the difference between true and false religion always 

comes down to who Jesus is and what Jesus has done  

◼ healthy Christianity always focuses on Jesus’ life and 

ministry: His sinless nature, death, resurrection, 

ascension, the Lamb of God who takes away sin 

❖ False teachers are revealed by their character 

◼ puffed up with conceit and understand nothing 

◼ ignorant and proud of it 

◼ an unhealthy craving for controversy and for quarrels 

about words 

❖ False teachers are revealed by the corruption they created 

◼ their teaching produces dissension, slander, evil 

suspicions, and constant friction among people 

◼ always setting off bombs and lighting fires in the church 

◼ they are depraved in mind and deprived of the truth, 

imagining that godliness is a means of gain 

 fleecing the flock 

 the gospel has been packaged and peddled for sale in 

various ways throughout church history 

◼ greed has always been a great danger for the church 

 the work of the Holy Spirit does not require money 

 Paul speaks forcefully against those who peddle the 

word of God for profit in 2 Cor 2:17 

Fighting Greed 

❖ Paul gives the antidote for fighting the temptation to use the 

pursuit of godliness as a means of gain 

◼ godliness with contentment is great gain 



◼ godliness = the way the knowledge of Christ works 

itself out in the mind and hearts those who follow Him 

◼ godliness is supremely valuable all by itself 

❖ Godliness is only great gain when we learn how to be 

content with our day-to-day circumstances 

◼ learning to be “Christ-sufficient” rather than “self-

sufficient” 

◼ much of our discontent comes from not being satisfied 

with Jesus Himself 

◼ Paul learned the secret of being content 

❖ Discontent is a thief that robs the God-given joy out of 

every moment of life 

❖ We should pursue godliness with contentment because we 

take nothing with us when we leave planet earth 

◼ the example of Job (Job 1:21) 

◼ if we have food and clothing, with these we will be 

content 

◼ Jesus’ words in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 

6:25) 

 we do not need luxuries... only necessities 

 however, if God gives you more than you need, there 

is nothing wrong with that 

❖ An old saying: “Contentment is knowing that if I am not 

satisfied with what I have, I will not be satisfied with what I 

want, either.” 

◼ discontent is rooted in the heart 

◼ discontent comes from what we are, not from what we 

don’t have 

❖ Discontent is one surefire way to disaster 

◼ the desire to get rich tempts many people to get rich no 

matter the cost 

◼ Paul says, “Wake up” to the reality that this is a trap of 

Satan, a snare of the devil 

◼ the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils 

◼ the issue is how you handle your money so your money 

doesn’t handle you 

 it’s not poverty vs. wealth 

 it’s contentment vs. coveting 

❖ Love of God and love of money are incompatible 

❖ Replace the desire to acquire with godliness with 

contentment 

Personal Application 

1. As you consider the teaching and character of false teachers 

along with the corruption they create and havoc they wreak 

within the church, how able are you to detect false teaching 

and distinguish between truth and error? Is this an area in 

which you need to grow? What will you do about that? 

2. Do you see yourself as being a contented person? If so, 

what is your contentment based upon? If not, what will 

help you learn the “secret of contentment”? 

1. How do you view money? Do you have any tendencies of 

which you are aware that might indicate you have a “love 

of money”?  How will Paul’s words to Timothy help you 

deal with this sinful attitude in a godly and Biblical way? 


