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Romans 6:1-4 

 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 27 

Introduction: 

     It is here we come to Romans chapter six. Paul has finished his section of justification 
and now opens up the section on sanctification. Therefore, for the next three chapters we 
will be dealing with God’s work of grace in the justified believer.  Let us review the 
summary outline for the breakdown of this letter.  

1. Introduction and Greeting – Romans 1:1 – 1:15 
2. Theme of the Letter – Romans 1:16-17 
3. Condemnation – Romans 1:18 – 3:20 
4. Justification – Romans 3:21 – 5:21 
5. Sanctification – Romans 6:1 – 8:39 
6. Vindication – Romans 9:1 – 11:36 
7. Application – Romans 12:1 – 15:33 
8. Salutation – Romans 16:1 – 16:27 

     In this section, we will see that God’s grace is greater than all our sin. Here is a story I 
would like to share with you.  
 

“One night in a church service a young woman visiting the church 
responded to the gospel message and received Christ. The young woman had 
a very rough past, involving alcohol, drugs, and prostitution. However, the 
change in her was evident. As time went on, she became a faithful member of 
the church. She eventually became involved in the ministry, teaching young 
children. It was not very long until this faithful young woman had caught the 
eye and heart of the pastor’s son. The relationship grew and they began to 
make wedding plans. 

 
“This is when the problems began. You see, about one half of the church did 
not think that a woman with a past such as hers was suitable for a pastor’s 
son. The church began to argue and fight about the matter. So they decided to 
have a meeting. As the people made their arguments and tensions increased, 
the meeting was getting completely out of hand. The young woman became 
very upset about all the things being brought up about her past. As she began 
to  cry  the pastor’s  son  stood  to  speak.  He could not  bear the  pain  it  was 
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causing his wife to be. He began to speak and his statement was this: "My 
fiancée’s past is not what is on trial here. What you are questioning is the 
ability of the Blood of Jesus to wash away sin. Today you have put the blood 
of Jesus on trial. So, does it wash away sin or not?" The whole church began 
to weep as they realized that they had been slandering the blood of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Too often, even as Christians, we bring up the past and use it as 
a weapon against our brothers and sisters. Forgiveness is a very foundational 
part of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. If the blood of Jesus does not 
cleanse the other person completely then it cannot cleanse you and I 
completely. If that is the case, then we are all in a lot of trouble. What can 
wash away my sins, nothing but the blood of Jesus...end of case!” 

 

     The Apostle Paul taught a Gospel of pure grace. Can we recall what Paul comments about 
the message of the gospel? “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God 
for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.”1 Paul speaks 
of such power yet he preaches a message of pure grace. Then in Galatians Paul is very clear 
about the message of the gospel.  
 

“I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the 
grace of Christ unto another gospel: 7 Which is not another; but there be 
some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But though 
we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that 
which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. 9 As we said before, 
so say I now again, if any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye 
have received, let him be accursed. 10 For do I now persuade men, or God? or 
do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant 
of Christ.”2 

 

     The gospel message is a message of pure grace, not of works or of deeds of the Law. 
However, may we also note that the Apostle Paul did not preach or teach a gospel of a 
license to sin.  No person alive with a true understanding of God’s work of Sovereign Grace 
would think that a justified believer in Christ would have a license to sin, but that one is 
being conformed to the image of Christ. Old things are passed away and behold all things 
are becoming a new.  
 

     It is a fact of this matter that any gospel presentation that is accurate and true to God’s 
purpose of grace will leave some in doubt. Because of a lack of a full understanding, they 
will bring forth the argument that will charge, “If justification is by faith, through pure 
grace alone, then someone can be saved and do whatever they want to do because their 
works don’t count?” This is the very argument that the Apostle Paul anticipated when 
writing this section.  
 

     We must remember that, justification is not sanctification, nor is it glorification. These 
three terms are the tenses or the stages of salvation. Paul is about to take us to school and 
teach that true justification produces sanctification.  
__________________________________________  
1 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Romans 1:17. 
 

2 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Galatians 1:6-10. 
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     Let us read our text from Romans chapter six and exegete what Paul is telling us in this 
power letter to the Romans. Because this is a powerful and a positive letter with a 
wonderful message concerning the good news of the pure grace of Grace. We would all do 
well to take note that if God’s grace is not changing one’s day-to-day lives, then frankly that 
is not grace at all. Because Paul tells us that God does not bestow His grace in vain.  
 

Romans 6:1-10 
 
1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?  
 
2 God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?  
 
3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his 
death?  
 
4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  
 
5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the 
likeness of his resurrection:  
 
6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, 
that henceforth we should not serve sin.  
 
7 For he that is dead is freed from sin. 
 
8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him:  
 
9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more 
dominion over him.  
 
10 For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God.”3 

 

     This entire chapter deals with the true believers triumph in grace over the power of sin. 
We are dead to sin, because we have been made alive unto God. Sadly, enough there are 
extremes on both sides of the grace of God. There are some that profess the very doctrine 
of grace but they insist upon adding works and the Law into the recipe for continued 
justification. Then there are others that abuse this by trying to sell out or prostitute the 
grace of God. They say they believe on Christ, but they continue in a habitual lifestyle of sin 
and use the grace of God as an excuse to justify their sin. 
 
     The Law does not and cannot conquer sin, but it is the grace of God given unto us. It 
regenerates the dead sinner, leads one to repentance, grants faith in Christ, and justifies us 
freely because of the finished work of Christ. It not only justifies but it sanctifies and gives 
the new creature the power needed over sin and death. God has declared those that receive 
Christ by faith through His grace, justified and we are imputed the righteousness of Christ. 
The Father in time has positionally identified us as in Christ and all of our sin is gone, taken 
out of the away.   
__________________________________________  
3 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 6:1-10. 
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    “Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us, meet to be partakers of the 
inheritance of the saints in light. 13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and 
hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son. 14 In whom we have redemption 
through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins: 15 Who is the image of the invisible God, 
the firstborn of every creature. 16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, 
and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or 
principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: 17 And he is before 
all things, and by him all things consist. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who 
is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the 
preeminence.”4 
 
     Paul also tells us from Colossians chapter two: “For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells 
in bodily form, 10 and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over 
all rule and authority; 11 and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made 
without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of 
Christ; 12 having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with 
Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 When you 
were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive 
together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions, 14 having canceled out the 
certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and He has 
taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 When He had disarmed the rulers 
and authorities; He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them 
through Him.”5 
 
     When a Child of God is made to know, understand and believe these truths the reality is 
that it will motivate them to live a righteous and holy life. Understanding this and the first 
five chapters of Romans, we can clearly see that Paul is not teaching here a license to sin. 
Paul is teaching the pure grace of God found by faith in Christ Jesus His Son. 
 
 
Romans 6:1 - “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?”6  
 

 
1. True Grace – Is not a licenses to sin: 

 
     The Apostle Paul anticipated the argument of some of his readers, yes maybe even some 
of you today. He is further most likely responding to the common question posed by the 
Pharisees ‘well than Paul your message would cause one to sin all the more, because of 
grace.’ That sort of view or understanding of a pure grace gospel comes from a lack of 
knowledge of the true gospel.   
 
__________________________________________  
4 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Colossians 1:12-
18. 
 

5 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Colossians 2:9-15. 
 

6 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 6:1. 
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     Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? This first question that Paul asked, 
found here on Romans 6:1, falls on the heels of Paul’s last statement from Romans 5. 
“Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace 
did much more abound: 21 That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign 
through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.”7 
 

     Paul knew that some self-made, foolish, twisted theologian would respond by saying, 
“Well, if the more we sin the more God’s grace is evidenced, then we should just continue to 
sin so that we may more and more demonstrate the grace of God.” Paul makes it ever so 
clear that such a foolish notion is false in his next two words after asking the question when 
he writes, “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 2 God 
forbid.”8 Since we have been declared righteous, how could we ever want to go on sinning? 
God has an abhorrence for sin and the more we are developing in His grace the more we 
too will have an abhorrence for sin. God’s grace is never to be a motive for continual sin. 
 

2. True Grace – Leads to sanctification: 
 
      The knowledge of our identification with Jesus Christ will motivate and lead the true 
believer to continued righteousness, in other words real justification brings about real 
sanctification.  
 
Romans 6:1-2 – “What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may 
abound? 2 By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it?”9 The believer in Christ, 
by grace is now dead to everything that held them in bondage. “I have been crucified with 
Christ; and it is no longer I that live, but Christ liveth in me: and that life which I now live in 
the flesh I live in faith, the faith which is in the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself 
up for me.”10 
 
     If one is in Christ, they will be motivated by death and life. These are the two realities 
that the Apostle Paul is trying to teach us here. Death and life are the two theological 
factors of our identification in Christ.  
 

2-a. Our Identity in the death of Christ.   
 
     Romans 6:3-4 – “Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism 
into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so 
we also should walk in newness of life.”11 
__________________________________________  
7 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 5:20-21. 
 
8 Ibid., Romans 6:1-2a. 
 
9 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Romans 6:1-2. 
 
10 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), Galatians 2:20. 
 

11 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2013), Romans 6:3-4. 
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    The word ‘Baptize’ needs to be clearly understood in this text. This is in no way speaking 
of water baptism. Christians died to sin when they were spiritually baptized into the body 
of Christ. Paul is not arguing here for the heretical doctrine of baptismal regeneration. Paul 
is speaking clearly of the new birth. Because of the fact, the water baptism is a work, an 
outward physical sign of the inward spiritual recreation of the Christian by the power of 
God’s grace.  
 
     This symbolizes death, the believer in Christ dead to self, dead sin, and dead to the Law. 
This is that glorious baptism that John the Baptist speaks about that Christ will perform. As 
John stated “I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but he that cometh after me 
is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost, and with fire.”12 The only baptism that is of any efficacy in relation to salvation is 
this baptism by Christ with the Holy Spirit.  
 

- (1 Corinthians 12:13) “For in one Spirit were we all baptized into one body, whether 
Jews or Greeks, whether bond or free; and were all made to drink of one Spirit.”13 

   

- (Colossians 2:12) “Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him 
through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.”14 

 

- (Ephesians 4:4-7) “There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the 
one hope that belongs to your call— 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God 
and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 7 But grace was given to 
each one of us according to the measure of Christ's gift.”15 

 
     Now here is a truth using the grammar of the original language that I find absolutely 
fascinating. The majority of the text usage for the verb ‘baptize’ is passive: 
 

- 1 Corinthians 12:13 ‘were baptized’ - ἐβαπτίσθημεν – verb passive. 16 
 

- Romans 6:3 ‘were baptized’ - ἐβαπτίσθημεν – verb passive.17 
 
     Water is not mentioned or even remotely connected to the context, and the action is 
passive. Meaning that the person had nothing to do with the baptism but was the mere 
recipient of pure grace. This baptism (not water, but the Spirit) which Paul is teaching here 
is what puts us into the body of Christ, and makes known our identity into His death.  
 
__________________________________________  
12 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Matthew 3:11. 
 
13 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), 1 Corinthians 12:13. 
 
14 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Colossians 2:12. 
 
15 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 
2015), Ephesians 4:4-7. 
 
16 Englishman's Concordance, “ἐβαπτίσθημεν (ebaptisthēmen).” 2016 Bible Hub; Date Accessed: May 30, 2017: 
http://biblehub.com/greek/ebaptisthe_men_907.htm. 
 
17 Ibid., Date Accessed: May 30, 2017: http://biblehub.com/greek/ebaptisthe_men_907.htm. 

http://biblehub.com/greek/ebaptisthe_men_907.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/ebaptisthe_men_907.htm
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