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Genesis 2:18 (NASB) “It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him.” 
 
 
Genesis 2:21-22 (NASB) 21 “So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then He took one of his 
ribs and closed up the flesh at that place. 22 The Lord God fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken from the man, 
and brought her to the man.”  
 
 
Genesis 2:23-24 (CSB) 23 “And the man said: ‘This one, at last, is bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh; this one will be called 
‘woman,’ for she was taken from man. 24 This is why a man leaves his father and mother and bonds with his wife, and they 
become one flesh.’”  
 
 
Genesis 1:27-28 (NASB) 27 “God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He 
created them. 28 God blessed them; and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule 
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth.’”  
 
 
Malachi 2:15 (NKJV) “But did He not make them one, having a remnant of the Spirit? And why one? He seeks godly 
offspring. Therefore take heed to your spirit, and let none deal treacherously with the wife of his youth.”  
 
 
Malachi 2:16a (NASB) “‘For I hate divorce,’ says the Lord, the God of Israel.”  
 
 
Ephesians 5:22-32 (NASB) 22 “Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the 
wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. 24 But as the church is subject to Christ, 
so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything. 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church 
and gave Himself up for her, 26 so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 that 
He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy 
and blameless. 28 So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself; 
29 for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church, 30 because we are 
members of His body. 31 For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and shall be joined to his wife, and the two 
shall become one flesh. 32 This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church.”  
 
 
Malachi 2:16 (NASB) “‘For I hate divorce,’ says the Lord, the God of Israel…”  
 
 
Hebrews 13:5b (NASB) “I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you.” 
 
 
John 15:5b (NASB) “…apart from Me you can do nothing.” 
 
 
I.       Understand Your Wife (v. 7a) 
 
 

Understanding your wife is the foundation that loving her stands on. 



 
 
Men, we are not commanded to understand women in general─only the one we are married to. 

 
 
II.      Honor Your Wife (v. 7b) 
 
 

1 Peter 1:19 (NASB) “But with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.” 
 
 
III.     Pray With Your Wife (v. 7c) 
  
 

“I suppose there are many Christian husbands whose prayers are not being answered and they can think up a lot of 
reasons. But the fact is that thoughtless husbands are simply big, overbearing clods when it comes to consideration of 
their wives. If the husband would get himself straightened in his own mind and spirit and live with his wife according to 
knowledge, and treat her with chivalry that belongs to her as the weaker vessel, remembering that she is actually his sister 
in Christ, his prayers would be answered in spite of the devil and all the other reasons that he gives.”             ─A. W. Tozer 
 
 
“The sigh of an injured wife comes between the husband’s prayers and God’s hearing.”                                      ─Unknown 
 

Sermon 11:  A Job Description for Husbands 

1 Peter 3:7 

   Marriage was God’s idea from the beginning. In Genesis 2, after God created Adam, He said 
this in Genesis 2:18: “It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for 
him." A few verses later, we see how God created the woman. Genesis 2:21-22: “So the Lord God 
caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then He took one of his ribs and closed 
up the flesh at that place. The Lord God fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken 
from the man and brought her to the man.”  

   How did Adam respond? Genesis 2:23-24 (CSB): “And the man said: ‘This one, at last, is bone 
of my bone and flesh of my flesh; this one will be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken from man. 
This is why a man leaves his father and mother and bonds with his wife, and they become one 
flesh.’” To really understand these words, you can’t read them in a low monotone; Adam was 
really excited!  

   Why did God create Eve? There are several reasons presented in Scripture. In Genesis 2:23-24, 
we see that it was for companionship; in Genesis 1:27-28 we see another reason: Genesis 1:27-
28: “God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female 
He created them. God blessed them; and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 
earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every 
living thing that moves on the earth.’"  

   When we look at the Bible as a whole, we see that God calls some to be single (for example the 
Apostle Paul). If you’re a single adult, you are in good company. For most, however, God’s plan 
is marriage and children. We read in Genesis 1:28: “God blessed them; and God said to them, 
‘Be fruitful and multiply…’”  



   In the book of Malachi, we see God’s plan for husbands and wives to have children and stay 
married to one another. Why? Malachi 2:15 (NKJV): “But did He not make them one, having a 
remnant of the Spirit? And why one? He seeks godly offspring. Therefore take heed to your 
spirit, and let none deal treacherously with the wife of his youth.” Once again, allow me to ask 
and answer the question, “Why did God plan marriage between a man and a woman?” In 
Genesis 1:21-24, it was for companionship; in Genesis 1:27-28, it was for having children, and in 
Malachi 2:15 it was not just for having children, but to provide an atmosphere where godly 
children could be raised to love and honor God. We read in Malachi 2:16a: “‘For I hate divorce,’ 
says the Lord, the God of Israel.”  Why does God hate divorce? It is because divorce ends the 
companionship and the atmosphere for raising godly children. 

   Before we dig into the text, let me lay a foundation by focusing on the main reason that God 
ordained marriage on this side of the cross and why He hates divorce. [Notice that I didn’t say 
that He hates divorced people; He hates the practice of divorce.]  

   In Ephesians 5:22-32 we see that after the death and resurrection of Christ, the main reason 
for marriage is to give a lost world a picture and an object lesson about Christ and the church. 
Watch how this theme flows through Ephesians 5 – Ephesians 5:22-32:  

Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the 
head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the 
Savior of the body. But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought 
to be to their husbands in everything. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ 
also loved the church and gave Himself up for her, so that He might sanctify her, 
having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that He might present 
to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing; but that she would be holy and blameless. So husbands ought also to love 
their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself; for 
no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also 
does the church, because we are members of His body. For this reason a man 
shall leave his father and mother and shall be joined to his wife, and the two shall 
become one flesh. This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to 
Christ and the church.  

   It is as if God says to a lost world, “Do you want to know what a saving relationship with me 
looks like? Just look at a Christian marriage.” This is the main reason a divorce between two 
professing Christians is hated by God. Malachi 2:16: “‘For I hate divorce,’ says the Lord, the God 
of Israel…”  

   That is a long introduction, but we need to understand why 1 Peter 3:1-7 is so important. In the 
last message, in verses 1-6, we saw how a wife in the marriage is to demonstrate how the church 
relates to Christ. Today in verse 7 we will observe how the husband demonstrates Christ in the 
marriage.  

   Husbands, let me remind you that God says to those who are His in Hebrews 13:5b: “I will 
never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you.” That forms the foundation of your relationship 
with your wife. Leaving her and forsaking her is not to be an option to be considered. I also want 
to remind you that a successful marriage as God defines it is not something that you can “work 
up” in the power of the flesh. It is necessary that you humble yourself before God and confess 
what Jesus said in John 15:5b: “… apart from Me you can do nothing.” What follows is a job 
description for husbands.  



I.  Understand Your Wife (v. 7a) 

   Understanding your wife is the foundation that loving her stands on. Many men have good 
intentions concerning loving their wife, but out of ignorance they just don’t know what to do. 
When God made man and woman, He made them different is so many ways. My favorite 
preacher, Adrian Rogers, came up with a neat way to communicate some these differences. He 
starts by asking and then answering a question. “Who is better, men or women? The answer to 
that question is ‘yes’! A man is infinitely superior to a woman at being a man, and a woman is 
infinitely superior to a man at being a woman. Men and women are different by design…” Rogers 
then goes on to share in word pictures the difference between men and women.  

   First, is the example of the tortoise and the hare (rabbit). “Generally men have more energy, 
but women have more durability. Remember the race between the tortoise and the hare? Men, 
you are like the hare and your wife is like the tortoise. Remember who won that race.”  

   Second is “the code speaker and the reporter.” Rogers says, “A woman uses language to express 
emotion while a man uses language primarily to dispense facts. Women share, but men report.” 
Rogers goes on to talk about the beauty and the beast, the romantic and the mechanic, and the 
lover and the achiever. Here is his point, those differences are not meant to divide us; they 
should unite us. God made us different that He might make us one! The husband and the wife 
are designed to complete one another.  

   The phrase “live with” in verse 7 (also translated “dwell with”) simply means to be with. It 
involves spending time with her. That “dwelling” or “living” is to be done in an understanding 
way. To be understanding means to be considerate of. Most husbands have an abundance of 
ignorance about their wife’s needs and desires. We make jokes about how difficult it is for men 
to understand women. We are not commanded to understand women in general – only the one 
we are married to. It is a lifetime project that we ought to be improving in every year. Biblical 
love involves sacrificing to meet the real needs of another. If a husband doesn’t know his wife’s 
needs, how can he biblically love her? 

   Husbands, you are expected to know your wife! You are supposed to be an active student of 
her. You study her and then make intentional efforts based on what you have learned about her. 
Husbands, what if you put as much effort into knowing your wife as the latest gadget – cell 
phone, computer, or the latest hunting and fishing equipment, or golf clubs? I’m just throwing 
that out there to ponder on!  

   What does it mean that the wife is “someone weaker”? That word “weaker” has two possible 
meanings and I believe this passage if referring to both. First, the wife is generally physically 
weaker than her husband. Science tells us that in brute strength men are generally 50% stronger 
than women. As an important side note, this is why physical abuse is so damaging to women and 
so hard to overcome in a marriage. When a husband throws a temper tantrum or breaks things 
and even grabs his wife by the arm, he is doing irreparable damage to the relationship. I am not 
saying the marriage cannot survive; I am saying that this puts a deep scar on her that only God 
can give her the grace to overcome. In my opinion there is nothing so cowardly as a man who 
physically or verbally abuses his wife or any woman for that matter. Let me state it clearly, any 
man who abuses his wife is a coward and a bully who will give account to God for what he has 
done.  

   While I believe that all I just said is true, I don’t think that is what this passage is primarily 
focusing on. I think the word “weaker” as it is used here is better translated “delicate”. In so 



many ways, women are stronger than men. They have babies! What does “weaker” or “delicate” 
refer to? In most homes, there are two kinds of utensils – every day utensils (which are almost 
unbreakable), and also her grandmother’s passes down fine china which is very delicate. We 
don’t treat the two types of utensils the same. Men, we are the tougher dishes and the wives are 
not worth less, they are delicate and must be treated as such. Men, your wife is weaker like silk is 
weaker than denim or like a rare vase is weaker that a stainless-steel pot. Apart from your 
feelings, you are to assign her honor as the more delicately crafted vessel. 

   Understand your wife – she is delicate. 

II.  Honor Your Wife (v. 7b) 

   The word “show” could be better translated “assigning” or “giving”. The word “honor” means 
to attribute great worth to someone. The husband is to assign his wife a place of great worth and 
honor regardless of how she treats him. That takes supernatural enabling. Many times, giving 
his wife honor is the stimulus for her to acting worthy of honor.  

   The word translated “honor” is the same root word translated “precious” in 1 Peter 1:19: “but 
with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.” The word 
honor means to treat someone as having great worth. The husband is to assign her a place of 
great worth [by the way, regardless of how she treats him].  

   How do we husbands show our wives honor? We treat her as a fellow heir of the grace of life. 
Elizabeth Elliot said, “There is no more beautiful expression in the Bible to describe a married 
couple.” [source unknown] This is indeed a beautiful picture and a great aspiration for every 
couple to achieve in the enabling of the Holy Spirit.  

   This is God’s ideal for marriage – two people with one heart and one desire for God. They are 
strengthening one another, encouraging one another, receiving God’s blessing as one. There is 
no superiority here; there is no competition here. It is only two people – a man and a woman on 
equal ground before God sharing life together, heirs together of God’s saving, enabling 
comforting, energizing grace.  

III.  Pray with Your Wife (v. 7c) 

   To be hindered is to be impeded, to have roadblocks set up. Do you understand what this is 
saying? The word translated “hindered” means interrupted or cut into. This verse is saying that 
God is so concerned that Christian husbands “live with your wives in an understanding way and 
honor her and share his life with her,” that he interrupts the husband’s walk with Him until he 
does that. 

   Men, husbands in particular, how far can you go in your walk with the lord without prayer? I 
am convinced that nothing of note is accomplished without prayer. Yet when you are not living 
with your wife in an understanding way and honoring her, God says that our prayers are 
“hindered”, road blocked, impeded, and interrupted. I am convinced that we don’t take the last 
part of 1 Peter 3:7 seriously enough.  

   A. W. Tozer spoke to this passage as only he could:  

I suppose there are many Christian husbands whose prayers are not being 
answered and they can think up a lot of reasons. But the fact is that thoughtless 
husbands are simply big, overbearing clods when it comes to consideration of 



their wives. If the husband would get himself straightened in his own mind and 
spirit and live with his wife according to knowledge, and treat her with chivalry 
that belongs to her as the weaker vessel, remembering that she is actually his 
sister in Christ, his prayers would be answered in spite of the devil and all the 
other reasons that he gives.   
[Quoted in Fleagle, pages 118-119] 

Someone else put it this way: “The sigh of an injured wife comes between the 
husband’s prayers and God’s hearing.” [Unknown] 

Conclusion 

   We all too often divide the Christian life into categories that have little to do with each other. 
This verse (1 Peter 3:7) puts that lie to rest. Our link with God, our line to Heaven is broken 
when we treat our spouse wrongly. Could it be that the revival for which we have prayed for 
decades is not happening because of the way husbands are treating their wives? It may just be 
that simple.  
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