
Understanding Your Condition 
John 9:27-41 

John 9:41  
41 Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should have no sin: but now ye say, 

We see; therefore your sin remaineth. 

 

As we close this portion of scripture, we come down to the fact that one man 
understood his physical condition which brought him to the point of realizing 
his spiritual condition. 

What is your condition spiritually?  Do you understand you need help? 

Matthew 9:12  -When Jesus heard that, He said to them, “Those who are well 
have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 

Where are you with the Lord? 

Understanding you condition involves: 

I. Rejection of the World 

John 9:27 - He answered them, I have told you already, and ye did not hear: 
wherefore would ye hear it again? will ye also be his disciples? 

There is something attractive about this man. His blindness had developed a 
fiercely independent strain in his character. He was not intimidated by their 
robes and phylacteries, by the fringes on their garments, or by the rest of their 
religious paraphernalia—he had never seen clothes of any kind until now.  He 
answers them boldly: “I have told you already, and ye did not hear: wherefore 
would ye hear it again? will ye also be his disciples?” 

There is a touch of sarcasm in his words. He knew his questioners had no 
intention of becoming disciples of Jesus. The word also marks an advance in 
this man’s understanding of Jesus.  

He was learning fast. He could see he had to take sides, that either loyalty or a 
denial was being forced on him. His gratitude precluded any possibility of 
denial. 

In John 9:28–29 the pharisees “reviled him, and said, Thou art his disciple; but 
we are Moses’ disciples. 29 We know that God spake unto Moses: as for this 
fellow, we know not from whence he is. 



The word reviled means “railed at.” They had passed beyond the point of 
rebuke. To rail or revile is the answer of those who have been defeated in 
debate. 

They cannot support their position, so they resort to abuse.  They reviled not 
only the man, they also reviled the master: “We know that God spake unto 
Moses: as for this fellow, we know not from whence he is” (9:29). 

John 9:32–34 -  Since the world began was it not heard that any man opened 
the eyes of one that was born blind. 33 If this man were not of God, he could do 
nothing. 34 They answered and said unto him, Thou wast altogether born in sins, 
and dost thou teach us? And they cast him out. 

They excommunicated him from the synagogue, cut him off from the religious 
life of the nation, made him a pariah, a spiritual leper, to be avoided by one and 
all who did not want to share his fate. Excommunication meant that no one 
would employ him. His family would disown him. He could have no part in the 
religious services of the synagogue or in the ritual worship of the temple. 
Anyone caught helping him would be exposing himself to a similar fate. 

Understanding your condition also involves:  

II. Acceptance of Christ   

John 9:35–38 - Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when he had found 
him, he said unto him, Dost thou believe on the Son of God? 36 He answered and 
said, Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on him? 37 And Jesus said unto him, 
Thou hast both seen him, and it is he that talketh with thee. 38 And he said, Lord, 
I believe. And he worshipped him. 

Jesus went looking and found him!  

• A man that had been cast out.  
• A man the religious establishment had rejected. 

But Jesus went looking and found him!  

He was not left to wander about the city alone for long.  There was one person in 
town who was unafraid of the Pharisees. “Jesus heard that they had cast him 
out; and when he had found him, he said unto him, Dost thou believe on the Son 
of God?” (9:35). 

Jesus found him, cast out by a dead religious system. He presented himself 
before him as the one in whom, now and forever, he should believe.  



John 9:36–38  He answered and said, Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on 
him? 37 And Jesus said unto him, Thou hast both seen him, and it is he that 
talketh with thee. 38 And he said, Lord, I believe. And he worshipped him. 

At once, Jesus revealed himself: “Thou hast both seen him, and it is he that 
talketh with thee” (9:37). 

 The man’s eyes were riveted to the face of Jesus. He had not seen much yet 
with these new eyes of his, but now he sees the beautiful face of the Savior.  And 
that voice—he had heard it before and he knew its authority, truth, and power. 
He had no hesitation. Down he went at Jesus’ feet. “Lord, I believe,” he said. 
“And he worshiped him.” 

Lastly, understanding  your condition involves: 

III. Deliverance of Sight  

John 9:39–41   And Jesus said, For judgment I am come into this world, that 
they which see not might see; and that they which see might be made blind. 40 
And some of the Pharisees which were with him heard these words, and said 
unto him, Are we blind also? 41 Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye should 
have no sin: but now ye say, We see; therefore your sin remaineth. 

Vs 39 - Behind those words lay the contrast between the man born blind who 
now could see (and not just physically) and the spiritual blindness of the 
Pharisees and the nation of Israel.  

The Lord’s presence in the world was a great divide (9:39), separating believer 
from unbeliever, true from false, the seeing from the blind. 

Some Pharisees standing by instantly reacted to this statement. Christ then 
exposed the fact that they were laboring under a great delusion (9:40–41):  

If their eyes had been truly opened, they would have been prostrate in the dust 
before him, following the example of the man born blind. 

The blindness of the nation of Israel toward Christ, epitomized by these 
Pharisees, was real.  It led them to murder their Messiah. It has persisted for 
nearly two thousand years. It led the apostle Paul, who once had been of their 
number, to say, “Blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the 
Gentiles be come in” (Romans 11:25). 

Do you understand your condition? 

Have your spiritual eyes been opened? 

 


