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Good morning. Today we conclude our study of the yet to be fulfilled promise of Christ’s return.  This 

is a subject that generates a lot of interest, primarily because of the mystery that surrounds it.  If you 

have read the book of Revelation, it is almost as if it leaves us with more questions than answers.  The 

result is that people’s curiosity is aroused more than it is settled.  Consequently, people are looking to 

hear messages which solve the riddles and explain the ambiguous, the metaphors and all the 

symbolism of the Apocalyptic prophesy.   

 

The problem is that we have a lot of questions, that even if we were to receive the answers to them, 

we wouldn’t understand.  You see, we live here on earth, with all of earth’s limits and laws.  None of 

which may be true of the next realm.  And how are the heavenly things understood and explained to 

minds confined by the experiences of earth?   Well, some things just can’t be.  And where that is true 

we have to settle for a limited understanding.   

 

Let me illustrate.  Who among us has ever had difficulty explaining our answers to some of the 

questions a child may ask?  Somehow we get through many of them, but the kinds of questions that 

stymie parents most are questions of time and distance.  What parent hasn’t tried to answer the 

question, “When will we be there?”  “How much further?”  How do you explain to a five-year-old how 

far 250 miles is?   (1,300,000’).  You know they didn’t get it when they ask the question again as soon 

as you answer it.  You have answered it correctly.  But it doesn’t satisfy their curiosity because their 

minds do not grasp time and distance yet.  So, you settle for an analogy of sorts.  “We’ll be there in 

the amount of time it takes to watch your favorite Disney movie 2 times.”   

 

And the truth is, even then, they do not become content until they resign themselves to be occupied 

by the journey instead of the details of how much longer and how much further.   

  

You see, what God wants us to know about heaven, hell and the return of Christ is plain and easy to 

understand.  The parts that are intended to leave us guessing and wondering will do just that.  But all 

of it is designed to greatly affect how we make the journey to the destination and so that is the focus 

of this final message.  It is not what we know about the next chapter of human existence that is so 

important.  What is important is HOW the knowledge we do have of His coming affects our 

waiting, our watching and our working. In other words, what we do know and understand can 

affect the journey between now and then.  For example, the Apostle Peter writes this exhortation in 

light of the knowledge of Christ’s return.  He says, 

 

2 Peter 3:10-12 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The skies will disappear with a loud noise. 

Everything in them will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be burned up. In that 

way everything will be destroyed. So what kind of people should you be? You should live holy lives and 

serve God, as you wait for and look forward to the coming of the day of God. (NCV)  



The key here is not what it means for the skies to disappear.  That is not something that we can even 

envision.  The point of focus is on how even the dim knowledge of it affects the way you live while 

you are waiting for the day of God to come. 

 

When it comes to waiting to see Jesus, we have a great example to emulate in the obscure New 

Testament character of Simeon.  You see - while Abraham is remembered for his faith, and Joshua for 

his courage, and Moses for his leading, Peter for his preaching, Paul for his writing - Simeon was 

remembered for his waiting.  And if you and I can wait for the second coming the way Simeon waited 

for the first coming, we will have greatly pleased the Master.  Let’s learn from Simeon what it means 

to wait for Christ’s appearing.  

 

Luke 2:25-26 Simeon . . . was righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of Israel; and the Holy 

Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death 

before he had seen the Lord's Christ. (NASB) 

 

Somehow Simeon had received a promise that he would see the Messiah and it had a profound effect 

on him.  From that point forward he had one thing, and one thing only, to live for. And that was the 

day he would see God. His waiting could be described by 3 simple words:  righteous, devout and 

looking.   

 

This means his life was in order before God. The unfolding kingdom of God had captured his 

devotion. And he waited with anticipation to see God.  Does Simeon’s waiting, watching and working 

describe us these days? 

 

Many Christians would prefer Jesus not return at all.  Some are so entrenched in this world that our 

thirst and anticipation for the next is non-existent.  Let me tell you something.  Even if your life goes 

incredibly well without a hitch, it’s nothing compared to what God has in store for us. 

 

1 Corinthians 2:9 “What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has 

conceived” — the things God has prepared for those who love him— 

 

Isaiah 65:17 “See, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The former things will not be 

remembered, nor will they come to mind.  

 

How are we waiting, watching and working in anticipation of the day we will see Jesus?  Can our life 

presently be described as righteous, devout and looking to the future? 

 

Let’s study the word “looking” from this text for a moment.  “The Greek language, rich as it is 

with terms, has a stable full of verbs which mean “to look.”  One means to “look up,” another 

“look away,” one is used to “look upon,” and another “looking in.”  To “look at something 

intently” requires one word, and to “look over someone carefully” mandates another. 

 

Of all the forms of look, the one which best captures what it means to “look for the coming” is 

the term used to describe the action of Simeon: prosdechomai. Dechomai means “to wait.” Pros 



meaning “forward.”  Combine them and you have the graphic picture of one “waiting 

forwardly.”i 

 

To wait forwardly is the way children wait for Christmas during December.  Not to wait forwardly is 

how we wait for Christmas during January.  Does that capture what I’m trying to say? 

 

Simeon was old and he had received a promise that he would see God incarnate before he died.  So, 

he knew it would be soon.   It captured his heart for the rest of his life.  We too have received such a 

promise. The scripture says, We know that when he comes we will be like him, for we will see him as he 

really is. 1 John 3:2 (NLT) Has this promise captured your heart?  Has it changed the way you 

travel the journey of this life? 

 

Not too long before Jesus left His disciples He urged their readiness to look like this.  He said, "Be 

dressed in readiness, and keep your lamps alight. (That is, keep your porch light on) "And be like men 

who are waiting for their master when he returns . . ., so that they may immediately open the door to 

him when he comes and knocks. "Blessed are those slaves whom the master shall find on the alert when 

he comes; . . . " It will be good for those servants whose master finds them ready, even if he comes in the 

second or third watch of the night.  Luke 12:35-38 (NASB/NIV)  

 

Let’s say you’ve a relative that has said they will come to see you some day.  But he hasn’t told what 

day he coming.  He just says, it could be any moment.  So be ready.  Ready then means you keep your 

porch light on because that says to your guest that you know he is coming.  Have a room ready for 

him and the bed turned back.  It means that whether he comes tomorrow night, next month or next 

year, your ear is listening for the knock, and your hand is near the knob, and your house is cleaned 

and orderly.   

 

The promise is that it will be good for those who have not fallen asleep spiritually; those whose 

patience has not turned to complacency, whose eyes have not ceased to look up now and then.  

 

If Jesus were to come today would He find you waiting forwardly?  Or would He find you so 

entrenched in this world system that it shocks you that He’s even here?  Would He find you living 

worldly, horizontal lives or living vertical, upright lives?  Would He find you looking, waiting forwardly; 

devoted to the things of God and to preparing your life to live in His presence; sharing the news of 

His coming with people so that they too may be ready?   

 

Some of you are ready if being ready is simply having placed your faith in Christ.  But if being ready 

has something to do with how you’re waiting, can you say you are ready for Christ to come?  The 

Bible is clear with us that being ready is three dimensional.  You are Like Simeon and ready for Christ’s 

arrival if:  

 

Dimension 1: You are Ready if Your Soul is at Peace with God 
 

Let’s go back to that 2 Peter passage.  In light of Christ’s return Peter says “So then, dear friends, since 

you are looking forward to this, be diligent to be found . . . at peace with him.” 2 Peter 3:14 (NIV/NASB)  

 



What does that mean?  Well, the peace Peter is talking about here is the peace of the soul.  And our 

soul has no peace with God until sins are forgiven and we are made right with God.    

The Bible says, Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ… Romans 5:1 (NASB)  

 

Let me illustrate.  Have you ever noticed how uncomfortable it is when there is something wrong 

between you and another person? Maybe you have done something to hurt them or they you, and 

there is a wall between you?   

 

You couldn’t say that you are at peace with one another, could you? What you need is to be 

reconciled; and that is going to take one or the other of you taking the initiative, and one or both of 

you apologize and seeking forgiveness.  When that happens, there is peace.  Well the bible says that 

God has already taken the initiative.  

 

For God was pleased . . . through (Christ) to reconcile to himself all things, . . ., by making peace through 

his blood, shed on the cross. Colossians 1:19-20 (NIV)  

 

This of course is the obvious first step towards being ready.  You can’t turn the porch light on if there 

is no oil in the lamp.  Don’t let the Day of God approach you while you are still in darkness without 

your lamp alight. 

 

So, your porch light is on when your soul is at peace with God, and secondly:  

 

Dimension 2: You are Ready if Your Character is in Harmony with God 

 

Once again, Peter’s message to us is “You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the 

day of God.  And again, So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, be diligent to be 

found spotless and blameless at peace with him.”  2 Peter 3:11b-12a ;14 (NIV/NASB)   

 

In other words, waiting forwardly not only means that your lamp has the oil in it, but that the oil is not 

being mixed up with other things so as to diminish its brightness.  Your character is being purged of 

the impurities and imperfections.  Your house is being thoroughly cleansed.  The Christian life is a life 

in transformation.  It is a life spent conforming our life to be like Jesus Christ.   

 

Waiting for Christ’s coming like we wait for Christmas in January is dangerous because the temptation 

is to share your heart with what will bring you momentary satisfaction.  You’re thinking is that His 

coming is too far off to think about, and then you put very little into what Christ wants to find when 

He comes. 

 

Let me give you a word picture.  The Bible says that our relationship to Christ is like that of a bride 

and bridegroom.  We are the bride.  We are engaged to Jesus Christ.  We are promised to Him.  How 

are we to conduct ourselves during the engagement?  How are we to present ourselves to Him when 

He comes to claim His bride?  When Christ comes, the entire world will be filled with light.  Don’t ask 

me how, but it will.  His brilliance will be stunning.  Every eye will lay hold of His beauty and His 



brilliance.  We will behold the beauty of His utter holiness.  His righteousness will shine forth brighter 

than the sun itself.   

 

But let’s say He comes and here we are in our bridal gowns.  But our dresses are torn and soiled.  Our 

hair is a mess and hanging over our face.  In other words, our hearts our defiled and unprepared to 

see Jesus.   The Christian will not feel at all ready to meet Christ if He has done nothing to purify His 

spiritual house.   

 

Paul admonishes us to ready ourselves with character in harmony with God.  He writes, “For the grace 

of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. It teaches us to say "No" to ungodliness and 

worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, while we wait for 

the blessed hope--the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for 

us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do 

what is good. Titus 2:11-14 (NIV)  

 

He is saying that the grace we received gave us peace with God, and that same grace teaches us not 

to stop there but to spend the time while we await the blessed hope bringing our character in 

harmony with God.    

 

You are prepared to meet Him when you are at peace with God, when your character is in harmony 

with God, and when there is yet one more dimension to our preparation to see the Savior.  Your 

porch light is on when 

 

Dimension 3: You are Ready if Your Life is in Faithful Service to God 

 

Old Simeon was right with God and so he was at peace.  He was looking forwardly by living a life in 

expectation of the Savior rather than a life immersed in the world. And lastly, he was devout.  He was 

a servant to God because he lived for the day coming rather that the present. 

 

In one of Jesus parables describing the kingdom of God, He explained that being prepared was to be 

clothed in faithful service to God.  He said like this.  

 

Matthew 24:45-46 "Who then is the faithful and sensible slave whom his master put in charge of his 

household to give them their food at the proper time? "Blessed is that slave whom his master finds so 

doing when he comes.  

 

Those who are waiting forwardly for Christ to come are described by Jesus as those who are moved to 

obedience by the expectation of His return.  They are busy doing what He left them behind to do -  

not something else.  Their waiting is not occupied by impatience, doubt, or in-action.  They are 

occupied with a singleness of mind set upon the work of His kingdom until He returns for her. 

 

From the book of Revelation, John writes of that day.  And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great 

multitude and as the sound of many waters and as the sound of mighty peals of thunder, saying, 

“Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns. "Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to 

Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready." And it was given to 



her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. 

Rev. 19:6-8 (NASB)  

 

Conclusion:   

 

Being ready has all to do with how you are traveling.  It is not important to know and understand 

about the how, the when, and all the many curiosities of end of time.   

 

What is important is that you are ready; that your porch light is on.  You are ready when you are at 

peace with God.  Or are you far from God?  Is the subject of God and Jesus Christ a comfortable 

subject for you, or is it an uneasy thing for you?   

 

If your life is a lamp, what is it filled with?  Yourself, your dreams, sinful indulgences, or is it filled with 

God?  You can’t have your porch light on if God is missing from your life. 

 

And the brighter your lamp is, the more ready you are.  That is, the more this journey of life is filled up 

with Christ, the more ready you will be when He appears.  Readiness means you are not mixing the oil 

of God with the oil of this world.  We are ready when our passion for Christ is superceding our passion 

for self.  We are ready when we are living for the day He comes rather than for today; when we are 

living for the eternal rather than the temporal.  We are ready when we are finding our satisfaction in 

being transformed and purified into His likeness. 

 

Lastly, you are ready for Him to return when you are obediently serving Him with what He has given 

you to do.   

 

Like Simeon, we are ready and our porch light is on when we are right with God, living for that day 

rather than this, and devout in service to God. 

 

 

 

   

                                                 
i Max Lucado, When Christ Comes, (W Publishing Group, 1999.) p. 15. 


