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I. What is the significance of ‘communion’? 
Luk 22:19  And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, This is 

my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me.  

Luk 22:20  Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new testament in my 

blood, which is shed for you.  

 

 A. Communion is a remembrance of Jesus’ body which was given for you 

Heb 8:3  ...wherefore it is of necessity that this man have somewhat also to offer.  

 

Heb 10:5  ...when he cometh into the world, he saith...a body hast thou prepared me: 

 

Heb 2:14  Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself 

likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power 

of death, that is, the devil;  

 

Heb 9:14  ...offered himself without spot to God...  

 

Heb 10:10  ...we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ...  

 

Heb 10:14  For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.  

 

Joh 19:1  Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged him.  

 

Joh 19:2  And the soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it on his head... 

 

Psa 22:16  ...they pierced my hands and my feet.  

 

Joh 19:34  But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side...  

 



 B. Communion is a remembrance of Jesus’ blood of the new testament (covenant) 

Joh 19:34  But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out 

blood and water.  

 

Exo 24:8  And Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it on the people, and said, Behold the blood 

of the covenant, which the LORD hath made with you...  

 

Heb 12:24  And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that 

speaketh better things than that of Abel.  

 

Heb 9:22  ...without shedding of blood is no remission.  

 

Heb 10:4  For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins. 

 

Rev 1:5  ...Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,  

 

Eph 1:7  In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins...  

 

Col 1:20  And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things 

unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. 

 

Rom 5:9  Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved...  

 

Rev 7:13  And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in 

white robes? and whence came they?  

Rev 7:14  And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which 

came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the 

blood of the Lamb.  

 

II. Why do Primitive Baptists practice “feet washing” 

Joh 13:4  He riseth from supper...and took a towel, and girded himself.  

Joh 13:5  After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to 

wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded.  

 

Joh 13:12  So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, and was set down 

again, he said unto them, Know ye what I have done to you?  

Joh 13:13  Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am.  

Joh 13:14  If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash 

one another's feet.  

Joh 13:15  For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you.  

Joh 13:16  Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord...  

Joh 13:17  If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.  

 

III. Why do Primitive Baptists practice ‘close communion’ 

 

 A. Communion was never for the masses 



 

  1. Communion was originally for the twelve (as opposed to the multitudes) 

Luk 22:14 ...when the hour was come, he sat down, and the twelve apostles with him. 

 

  2. Communion was later for the church (based on the individual’s decision to join) 

Act 2:41  Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there 

were added unto them about three thousand souls.  

Act 2:42  And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in 

breaking of bread, and in prayers.  

 

  3. By the word itself, communion is for those who have a ‘common-union’ 

 1Co 10:16  The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? 

The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ? 

 

 B. Truth is essential—‘Church’ is where people have common-union regarding truth 

 

  1. True worship of the true God requires spirit and truth 

Joh 4:24 ...they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. 

 

Mat 15:8  This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their 

lips; but their heart is far from me.  

Mat 15:9  But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of 

men.  

 

  2. Paul held to a sense of urgency that ‘truth really matters’ 

Gal 1:6  I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ 

unto another gospel:  

Gal 1:7  Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the 

gospel of Christ...  

Gal 1:9  ...If any man preach any other gospel unto you...let him be accursed.  

 

Gal 5:7  Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye should not obey the truth?  

Gal 5:8  This persuasion cometh not of him that calleth you.  

Gal 5:9  A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.  

Gal 5:10  ...he that troubleth you shall bear his judgment, whosoever he be.  

Gal 5:11  And I, brethren, if I yet preach circumcision, why do I yet suffer persecution? then is 

the offence of the cross ceased.  

Gal 5:12  I would they were even cut off which trouble you.  

 

  3. The true church is where God’s truth is supported and maintained  

1Ti 3:15  ....the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.  

 

  4. What is truth? 

2Ti 1:8  Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord...but be thou partaker of 

the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God;  



2Ti 1:9  Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, 

but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the 

world began,  

2Ti 1:10  But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath 

abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel:  

 

 C. Communion (common-union) is to “shew the Lord’s death till he come”  

1Co 11:24  And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, 

which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me.  

1Co 11:25  After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup 

is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.  

1Co 11:26  For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till 

he come.  

 

  1. Divisions and heresies can invalidate a communion (common-union) service 

1Co 11:17  ...I praise you not, that ye come together not for the better, but for the worse.  

1Co 11:18  For first of all, when ye come together in the church, I hear that there be divisions 

among you; and I partly believe it.  

1Co 11:19  For there must be also heresies among you, that they which are approved may be 

made manifest among you.  

1Co 11:20  When ye come together therefore into one place, this is not to eat the Lord's 

supper.  

 

  —Grounds that make denomination divisions are likewise ‘common-union’ distinctions 

  —How many ‘churches’ today truly shew the Lord’s death in its true accomplishment? 

 

  2. To take communion unworthily is to take it while not discerning the Lord’s body  

1Co 11:26  For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death 

till he come.  

1Co 11:27  Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, 

unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.  

1Co 11:28  But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that 

cup.  

1Co 11:29  For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to 

himself, not discerning (judging without doubting) the Lord's body.  

1Co 11:30  For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep.  

 

  —It is wrong to shew the Lord’s death without discerning (properly judging) His death 

  —God’s judgment in these things had caused some to be sick—And some even to die 

  

  3. We are to preach to the world—But not to declare ‘common-union’ with the world 

Rom 16:17  Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences 

contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them.  

 

1Co 5:11  ...with such an one no not to eat.  

 



2Th 3:14  And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, and have no 

company with him, that he may be ashamed.  

2Th 3:15  Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.  

 

 D. PBs do not claim to be better than others—(We teach against the idea of bigotry) 

   —We simply claim a ‘common-union’ in our belief in salvation by grace alone 

 


