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HONORING   OUR   FATHER 
INTRO:  Our text is a sharp, penetrating rebuke from Jehovah against all apathy and indifference toward God & his worship.    
God makes a solemn declaration, “I have loved you” (vs. 2). This is Malachi’s burden.  The people respond cynically, “Wherein 
has thou loved us?”  How do we respond to God’s love? Do we question it? Are we indifferent? Do we honor God? 

I.  A SHAMEFUL ATTITUDE 

A.  The heart of the sin in Malachi’s day. 

1.  There was apathy and sickly indifference towards God and his Word. 

2.  This is especially revealed in the way they worshipped God. 

3.  Why? When the gospel of God’s great love is preached, there should be joy, comfort, & peace. 

4.  Another generation had grown up after the great deliverance out of Babylon. 

B.  What about us? 

1.  The gospel of God’s sovereign grace, his electing love is preached. 

2.  Is this the gospel that we still love to hear? 

3.  Is our worship joyful? 

4.  Is your life a life lived for God’s glory and praise? 

C.  Apathy and indifference. 
1. Many today have little use for the church, for worship, or for God. 
2. God asks of those who dare to claim his name and favor, Where is my honor? 
3. Honor that must be demonstrated in loving reverence, zealous worship, living service. 
4. Malachi brings this foul and grievous sin out into the open by way of a comparison. 

II.  THE HONOR OF HUMAN FATHERS. 
A. Commanded by God. 

1. The fifth commandment: “Honor thy father and thy mother….” 

2. The Heidelberg Catechism expands on this: honor and obedience to all in authority. 

3. The Apostle Paul in Eph. 6 continues to teach on the relationships: now children to parents. 

4. The Lord goes on to speak of the employer-employee relationship: a servant fears his master. 

B.  So as believers we expect this behavior. 

1.  On this Father’s Day, let us hear from the Word of God regarding these relationships. 

2.  Do our sons learn honor and respect by watching Father honor and respect those over him? 

3.  Love is demonstrated in showing honor. Showing honor is demonstrated in obedience. 

4.  Even as Jesus said, “If you love me, keep my commandments.” So also children to parents. 

C.  How repulsive then is the rebellion and disobedience today in society towards authority. 
1. How sinful young people if you mock or sneer or rebel against your parents! 
2. What disobedience not only to your parents, but to Christ who has given you these parents. 
3. What sorrow and grief to godly parents are disobedient and rebellious children. 
4. As a caring church we hurt and grieve with these parents and pray that God will change hearts  

D.  Covenant fellowship in the home. 
1. The home is pictured by God in his Word in Psalm 127 and Psalm 128. 
2. The Lord must bless and build the home, giving grace to our children to love and obey. 
3. Parents, insist on this obedience, and not allow older children to influence younger children to sin. 
4. What a blessing when we experience covenant fellowship in the home. 

III.  THE HONOR OF OUR HEAVENLY FATHER.  

A.  How is God our Father?  “I have loved you, saith the Lord.” 
1. God has chosen us to be his special people (vs. 2,3). 
2. God has purchased us with the precious blood of his dear Son. 

 3. God has adopted us by his grace to be his sons and daughters (Gal. 4:4-7, Rom. 8:15-17) 
4. What tender loving care he has bestowed on us leading, instructing, and preserving us. 

B.  The honor he demands of us. 
1. As our children in the home must show honor to their fathers, so as God’s people we must honor God. 
2. God as creator deserves all honor and obedience. But especially from his chosen & bought people! 
3. For them not to honor and obey God is an awful, despicable sin, an outrage of pride and rebellion! 

 C.  How we are to show this honor 
      1. Honor will show it itself in respect, attachment, dedication, and obedience. 
      2. This will be seen in how we worship: not apathy, boredom or indifference, but with joy. 
      3. This will be seen in our gifts, not the leftovers but the best! 
      4. This will be seen in the entire life of the child of God who professes to be God’s friend. 


