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KJV – Genesis 19:17-38 

 

“The Caves Outside of Zoar” 

      It has been two weeks from where we left off in Genesis 19:17 with Lot and his family being 
taken out of the city, led by the hands of the two Angels that were sent to rescue them.  We saw in 
the last lesson that when the Angels challenged Lot to get out of the city, he hesitated; “And while he 
lingered.” Lot’s constant rebellion showed the condition of his fellowship with God, one of doubt 
and unconcern unlike that of his uncle’s, one of constant faith in the LORD. 
 
Genesis 19:17-20 

17 And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he said, Escape for thy life; look 
not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed. 

18 And Lot said unto them, Oh, not so, my LORD: 

19 Behold now, thy servant hath found grace in thy sight, and thou hast magnified thy mercy, which 
thou hast shewed unto me in saving my life; and I cannot escape to the mountain, lest some evil take 
me, and I die: 

20 Behold now, this city is near to flee unto, and it is a little one: Oh, let me escape thither, (is it not a 
little one?) and my soul shall live. 

    Lot does not want to go to the mountains because he thinks some sort of evil will overtake him. 
Instead he looks at another city. The small city of Zoar in which Biblical Scholars have said was a 
mini-Sodom.  

    This is what can be termed as the height of insanity. The admonition to escape for your life! Do 
not look behind you nor stay anywhere in the plain. But go forward, move on, escape to the 
mountains lest you be destroyed. But this warning was met with a plea to let him escape to a little 
city; (is it not a little one?) and my soul shall live. 

     I guess you can take the Lot out of the City, but you can never take the city out of the Lot. 

     City life was so ingrained now in Abraham’s nephew that he boldly bartered with his angelic 
rescuers for the right to go and live in a city.  

Genesis 19:21-22 

21 And he said unto him, See, I have accepted thee concerning this thing also, that I will not overthrow 
this city, for the which thou hast spoken. 
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22 Haste thee, escape thither; for I cannot do anything till thou be come thither. Therefore the name of 
the city was called Zoar. 

     Here is a wonderful picture of God’s Grace and this is definite support for a Biblical theme which 
states that our Sovereign God will deliver even the worldliest believers before He sends His wrath. 

I Thessalonians 5:9 

9 For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Genesis 19:23-26 

23 The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot entered into Zoar. 

24 Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD out of 
heaven; 

25 And he overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and that which 
grew upon the ground. 

26 But his wife looked back from behind him, and she became a pillar of salt. 

     God waited until Lot, his wife and his two daughters had arrived at Zoar. The sun was risen upon 
the earth when Lot entered into Zoar. Having done so, then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon 
Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven; 

     The judgment of Sodom, Gomorrah and all the cities of the plains was fulfilled. Yet another 
impending judgment was to come.  

Genesis 19:17 

17 And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he said, Escape for thy life; look 
not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain; 

     The Angelic Order was plain and simple, 1. Escape for your life; 2. Look not behind you; 3. Get out 
of the plain area. 

     Yet we see that once they entered Zoar and the fire began to fall from the Heavens, Lot’s wife 
looked behind to see the destruction of her old home. When the judgment came she disobeyed. She 
looked back; she did what she was told not to do in verse seventeen. Lot’s wife was turned to a 
pillar of salt. 

     Dr. J. Vernon McGee said there were two reasons that she looked back. 

1. She loved Sodom. 
2. She didn’t believe God. 
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     There is coming a day, in the not too distant future, when Israel will need to remember this 
illustration. When the Antichrist unleashes his venom against Israel she will need to flee Jerusalem 
quickly and not turn back. 

Luke 17:31-33 

31 In that day, he which shall be upon the housetop, and his stuff in the house, let him not come down to 
take it away: and he that is in the field, let him likewise not return back. 

32 Remember Lot's wife. 

33 Whosoever shall seek to save his life shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose his life shall preserve it. 

Genesis 19:27 

27 And Abraham gat up early in the morning to the place where he stood before the LORD: 

     Unlike his nephew Lot, here we find a man that starts his day off right. There is more than you 
realize in this short little verse of just seventeen words.  

1. Abraham was not a lazy man; he awoke early in the morning. 
2. Before he started his day he went to the Altar. 
3. He talked to the LORD in prayer and worship every morning before he started his day. 
4. He stood before the LORD at the place of this Altar every morning. 

Genesis 19:28-29 

28 And he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the plain, and beheld, and, 
lo, the smoke of the country went up as the smoke of a furnace. 

29 And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the plain, that God remembered Abraham, and 
sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when he overthrew the cities in the which Lot dwelt. 

     Abraham saw the fulfillment of God’s judgment just as He had promised. 

Genesis 19:30-31 

30 And Lot went up out of Zoar, and dwelt in the mountain, and his two daughters with him; for he 
feared to dwell in Zoar: and he dwelt in a cave, he and his two daughters. 

31 And the firstborn said unto the younger, Our father is old, and there is not a man in the earth to 
come in unto us after the manner of all the earth: 

     Lot never stayed in the city of Zoar too long after a member of his own party turned into a pillar 
of salt as they entered the front gates of the city. So he left with his two daughters into the mountain 
where he was told to go in the first place. 
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     Remember, God will get you to where He wants you to go; it’s up to your faith and obedience 
which route you take. 

Genesis 19:32-36 

32 Come, let us make our father drink wine, and we will lie with him, that we may preserve seed of our 
father. 

33 And they made their father drink wine that night: and the firstborn went in, and lay with her father; 
and he perceived not when she lay down, nor when she arose. 

34 And it came to pass on the morrow, that the firstborn said unto the younger, Behold, I lay yester 
night with my father: let us make him drink wine this night also; and go thou in, and lie with him, that 
we may preserve seed of our father. 

35 And they made their father drink wine that night also: and the younger arose, and lay with him; and 
he perceived not when she lay down, nor when she arose. 

36 Thus were both the daughters of Lot with child by their father. 

     Lot’s drunkenness led to the abominable sin of incest with his own daughters. Dr. Hughes 
observed that as immoral as Sodom and Gomorrah were, this sin was immoral by their standards 
(Hughes, Genesis, p. 281).  

     Mesopotamian culture forbade it as did God’s law which made this sin punishable by death 
(Leviticus 20:11-13). So far in Genesis, we have a couple of glimpses as to what alcohol can do to a 
person.  

1. In Noah’s case, it left him naked in his tent in a drunken stupor, totally passed out (Genesis 
9:21, 24).  

2. In Lot’s case, it left him totally oblivious to the fact that he was having incestuous 
relationships with his own daughters. 

Genesis 19:37 

37 And the first born bare a son, and called his name Moab: the same is the father of the Moabites unto 
this day. 

     This story of Lot closes with his daughters each giving birth to a son, the first was Moab. Moab 
would eventually become the father of the Moabites. Moab means, son of my father. 

- Which female listed in the genealogy of Christ came from the line of Moab? 

Genesis 19:38 

38 And the younger, she also bare a son, and called his name Benammi: the same is the father of the 
children of Ammon unto this day. 
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     The second son was Benammi, the father of the children of Ammon which would become the 
Ammonites. Benammi means son of my own kindred and Ammon means son of my parent. 

-   Which female listed in the genealogy of Christ came from the line of Ammon? 

     These two groups of peoples were two of the most godless, anti-Abrahamic groups of the Old 
Testament.  

     Yet God always makes a way to deliver His elect, regardless of the circumstances. 

    


