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TThhee  TThheessssaalloonniiaann  EEppiissttlleess  2211  

TThhee  RRiigghhtteeoouuss  JJuuddggmmeenntt  ooff  GGoodd  

22  TThheessssaalloonniiaannss  11::55--1100  
We continue where we left off in verse 4  So that we 

ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for your 
patience and faith in all your persecutions and 
tribulations that ye endure.  We see in these verses that 
God never wastes suffering.  Trials work for us, not against 
us.  If we trust God and yield to Him, then trials will produce 
patience and a maturing of our faith, but if we rebel, we have 
chosen to remain immature and go through the school of 
hard knocks some more. 

Some want to only hear about the love of God, the mercy 
of God, and the goodness of God.  Others only want to hear 
of the wrath of God, the holiness of God, and the hatred of 
God.  Still others only want to try to tell God how to run the 
world and that no judgment should ever be rendered, and if 
there is any judgment then it is the unrighteous judgment of 
God.  Paul addresses this very issue in Romans 9:14-24.  
God addresses it briefly, but as to specifics, He is not 
required to explain Himself, and it is doubtful we could 
comprehend it.  Even if we could, it apparently would be to 
no profit at this time; otherwise, if it was truly necessary, God 
would elaborate, but He doesn’t; consequently, it is not 
necessary for our salvation or sanctification.   

It is logical that our Creator’s thoughts and ways are 
higher than ours.  There was a time when you were 
considered crazy we would be flying around in heavy 
airplanes, but as knowledge increased, it became an 
understandable reality.  Some things about God and His 
ways don’t make sense to us now, but given that our 
knowledge increases in eternity; we will understand more to 
likely have a better grasp on those things we know not fully 
as of yet.   

It stands to reason, then, that we receive to our hearts, 
Deuteronomy 29:29 The secret things belong unto the 
LORD our God: but those things which are revealed 
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belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may 
do all the words of this law.  And as children need to 
simply accept what they do not understand as to their 
father’s will, even so, we as God’s children must simply 
accept what we do not understand as our Father’s will, and 
trust He is doing right and what is best.  By saving faith we 
believe that, and by damning faith others don’t believe it. 

With that in mind, we want to first, consider The 
Consolation of the Righteous Judgment of God, then, The 
Compensation of the Righteous Judgment of God. 

III...   TThhee  CCoonnssoollaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  RRiigghhtteeoouuss  

JJuuddggmmeenntt  ooff  GGoodd  

AAA...   One writer wrote "The connection," (Bishop 
Ellicott), "between holy suffering and future 
blessedness is mystically close and 
indissoluble"; we must through great tribulation 
enter into the kingdom of God; and all 
experience proves that, when such tribulation 
comes and is accepted, the recompense of 
reward here spoken of, and the Scriptures 
which give prominence to it, rise to the highest 
credit in the mind of any church. 

BBB...   5 ¶  Which is a manifest token of the 
righteous judgment of God, that ye may be 
counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for 
which ye also suffer:  David (Psalm 73:1-14) 
and Jeremiah (Jeremiah 12:1-4) were 
perplexed at the wicked prospering and the 
godly suffering. But Paul, by the light of the 
New Testament, makes this fact a matter of 
consolation. It is a proof (so the Greek) of the 
future judgment, which will set to rights the 
anomalies of the present state, by rewarding 
the now suffering saint, and by punishing the 
persecutor. And even now "the Judge of all the 
earth does right" (#Ge 18:25); for the godly are 
in themselves sinful and need chastisement to 
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amend them. What they suffer unjustly at the 
hands of cruel men they suffer justly at the 
hands of God; and they have their evil things 
here that they may escape condemnation with 
the world and have their good things hereafter 
(Luke 16:25 1Corinthians 11:32) 
111...   Which is a manifest token of the 

righteous judgment of God, let us 
recapture the previous verse, 4  So that 
we ourselves glory in you in the 
churches of God for your patience 
and faith in all your persecutions and 
tribulations that ye endure:  The proof 
of God’s righteous judgment is still 
future as the following verses indicate.  

222...   that ye may be counted worthy of the 
kingdom of God, enduring trials, 
tribulations, and persecutions prove that 
we have been made worthy through 
Christ of the kingdom of God.  It is 
characteristic of those who are of 
Christ’s Kingdom, see Matthew 5, 
when, not if, 11  Blessed are ye, when 
men shall revile you, and persecute 
you, and shall say all manner of evil 
against you falsely, for my sake. 

333...   for which ye also suffer: the evidence 
bears record that they suffered much for 
the cause of Christ, and therefore is a 
reason for consolation in their souls, that 
they indeed were citizens of God’s 
Kingdom.  The servant is not greater 
than his Master, so they will hate us as 
they hated Christ. 

CCC...   6  Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to 
recompense tribulation to them that trouble 
you; a companion passage to verses 5-6 is 
Philippians 1:28-29 28 And in nothing 
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terrified by your adversaries: which is to 
them an evident token of perdition, but to 
you of salvation, and that of God. 29 For 
unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, 
not only to believe on him, but also to 
suffer for his sake. 
111...   Seeing it is a righteous thing with 

God, God Who is righteous altogether, 
and we who are unrighteous in and of 
ourselves cannot fully comprehend it 
save for the law written in our hearts, 
God’s Word, and by grace through faith. 

222...   to recompense tribulation to them 
that trouble you; as you would expect, 
the righteous God does what is right to 
bring retributive justice to those who 
persecute His children.  It is innate in 
humanity to see this, as image-bearers 
of God, the law being written in our 
hearts. 

DDD...   7  And to you who are troubled rest with us, 
when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven with his mighty angels, those who 
touch God’s anointed touch the apple of His 
eye (Zechariah 2:8), the second coming of 
Christ will right all wrongs, calm all fears, 
soothe all hurts, for the people of God. 
111...   And to you who are troubled rest with 

us, the church at Thessalonica was is 
great distress and trouble, as were Paul 
and his missionary team.  The Apostle 
Paul offers the rest which refreshed his 
soul in his troubles, the comfort of the 
Scriptures, even the living Word.  Rest 
is the very opposite of tribulation, as a 
bowstring being let go and the tension 
and stress relieved, released, not under 
pressure. 
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222...   when the Lord Jesus shall be 
revealed from heaven, here we 
observe the final phase of Christ’s 
second coming.  The rapture, the first 
phase of Christ’s coming, shall be done 
in secret as it were, but in the final 
phase, the Lord Jesus shall be revealed 
from heaven and every eye shall see 
Him. 

333...   with His mighty angels, in the rapture 
Christ comes alone to gather His saints, 
but here He comes with His mighty 
angels. 

444...   Matthew 5:10-12  Blessed are they 
which are persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.  11  Blessed are 
ye, when men shall revile you, and 
persecute you, and shall say all 
manner of evil against you falsely, for 
my sake.  12  Rejoice, and be 
exceeding glad: for great is your 
reward in heaven: for so persecuted 
they the prophets which were before 
you. 

IIIIII...   TThhee  CCoommppeennssaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  RRiigghhtteeoouuss  

JJuuddggmmeenntt  ooff  GGoodd  

AAA...   In comparing I Thessalonians 4:13-18 which 
speaks of the rapture and II Thessalonians 1: 
111...   Christ returns in the air; Christ returns to 

the earth. 
222...   Christ comes secretly for His people; 

Christ comes openly with His people 

333...   Believers escape the tribulation; 
unbelievers experience tribulation, 
judgment 
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444...   Occurs at an undisclosed time; occurs 
at the end of the tribulation period, the 
Day of the Lord 

BBB...   8  In flaming fire taking vengeance on them 
that know not God, and that obey not the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:  It is a not 
God’s fault, but people are responsible for our 
their own choices.  Romans 2:5 But after thy 
hardness and impenitent heart treasurest 
up unto thyself wrath against the day of 
wrath and revelation of the righteous 
judgment of God;  
111...   In flaming fire taking vengeance, 

God’s wrath is no out of control temper 
tantrum, but simply His justice being 
executed and the law of God being 
satisfied.  Revenge, on the other hand, 
is designed more to pacify a personal 
grudge.  This is a literal fire that will not 
be quenched, and, as Jesus said, the 
worm dieth not—it is interesting to note 
that  Gehenna, hell (the place of refuse, 
not refuge), was a place outside the 
camp, where the fires burned and the 
worms and maggots ate, no need to 
spiritualize here. 

222...    on them that know not God, those 
who never heard of the God of the Bible 
or of the Lord Jesus Christ who will be 
judged according to the light they 
received in nature and the law written in 
their hearts.  But, it can be said, also, 
that in Romans 1:28, And even as 
they did not like to retain God in their 
knowledge, God gave them over to a 
reprobate mind, to do those things 
which are not convenient. 
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333...   and obey not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ:  these are they who 
heard the gospel, but considered it 
foolishness, and cast aside the gift of 
free grace offered through the gospel as 
trash, throwing it up in the face of God, 
and thereby rejecting eternal life, and 
choosing eternal damnation instead. 

CCC...   9  Who shall be punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the Lord, 
and from the glory of his power; God is not 
only love and mercy, but also, holy and just, 
and thus must punish sin and sinners who 
have violated His commandments. 
111...   Who shall be punished with 

everlasting destruction, this 
punishment is everlasting, and therefore 
cannot mean annihilation.  Sinners won’t 
cease to exist, but be in a constant state 
of ruination.   

222...   from the presence of the Lord, death 
is the separation from God Who is Life.  
This separation is from God, in 
particular, the presence of all the 
blessings that flow from Him.  These 
shall be banished from the face of God 
and His goodness, grace, and mercy.  
They didn’t want God of the Bible, so 
God will give them what they want.  
They don’t want Christ to rule over 
them, so they will be left to their own 
treacherous devices in God’s prison 
house. 

333...   and from the glory of His power; they 
will not enjoy the glory of God’s power 
that we will share, and having glorified 
bodies that will be the polar opposite of 
ruined bodies of the damned. 
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DDD...   10  When he shall come to be glorified in 
his saints, and to be admired in all them 
that believe   (because our testimony 
among you was believed) in that day.  All 
this will come to consummation at the return of 
the Lord Jesus Christ to the earth, when the 
longed for prayer, Thy Kingdom come, will be 
fully and finally realized. 
111...   When He shall come to be glorified in 

His saints, in our glorified bodies, at the 
very sight of His presence, we shall 
glorify Him, vocally, bodily, and every 
other way. 

222...   and to be admired in all them that 
believe, admiration of Christ as to His 
Person and Work, and admiring the 
work in He has done in all the saints in 
our glorified bodies. 

333...   (because our testimony among you 
was believed), in Apostolic authority 
recognizes that the church at 
Thessalonica will indeed be there 
because they most assuredly believed 
the testimony of the gospel of Christ. 

444...   in that day.  It is future, but it is sure.  It 
is an eternal day where no sun nor 
moon will be needed for light, for the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, will 
be the Light of that unclouded day 
where night shall be no more for God’s 
sheep. 

If God were to allow unregenerate sinners into heaven, it 
would be hell for them.  They can’t stand to hang around 
with an average Christian today, much less with an on fire 
Christian, but even less a whole multitude of Christians and 
angels that will be perfectly holy and totally zealous for God, 
not to mention God Himself.  Why not, rather, repent from 
your sins, and believe the gospel of Christ instead? 
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I said in my heart, God shall judge the righteous and 
the wicked: for there is a time for every purpose and 
work,  Ecclesiastes 3:16-17. 

Job 8:3  Doth God pervert judgment? or doth the 
Almighty pervert justice? 

Ps 9:8  And he shall judge the world in 
righteousness, he shall minister judgment to the people 
in uprightness. 

Jer 9:24  But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he 
understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the LORD 
which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and 
righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, 
saith the LORD. 

Re 16:7  And I heard another out of the altar say, 
Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are thy 
judgments. 

Re 19:2  For true and righteous are his judgments: 
for he hath judged the great whore, which did corrupt 
the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the 
blood of his servants at her hand. 

Let us take comfort that God will do what is right and that 
in our troubles and our joys,…we know that all things work 
together for good to them that love God, to them who 
are the called according to his purpose—Romans 8:28. 

Jeff Short sent a tweet that said, “There is no panic in 
Heaven! God has no problems, only plans.”  ~ Corrie ten 
Boom. 

 


