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The Psalm of the Cross 
June 25, 2017 

Psalm 22:1–31 
 
Divinely Deserted (v1-11) 
I’m crying in vain. 
Lamentations 3:1–9 I am the man who has seen 
affliction under the rod of his wrath; 2 he has driven 
and brought me into darkness without any light; 3 
surely against me he turns his hand again and again 
the whole day long. 4 He has made my flesh and my 
skin waste away; he has broken my bones; 5 he has 
besieged and enveloped me with bitterness and 
tribulation; 6 he has made me dwell in darkness like 
the dead of long ago. 7 He has walled me about so 
that I cannot escape; he has made my chains heavy; 
8 though I call and cry for help, he shuts out my 
prayer; 9 he has blocked my ways with blocks of 
stones; he has made my paths crooked. 
Lamentations 3:16–18 He has made my teeth grind 
on gravel, and made me cower in ashes; 17 my soul 
is bereft of peace; I have forgotten what happiness 
is; 18 so I say, “My endurance has perished; so has 
my hope from the Lord.” 
 
Yet You are holy. 
Isaiah 43:1 & 2 But now thus says the Lord, he who 
created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: 
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you 
by name, you are mine. 2 When you pass through 
the waters, I will be with you; and through the 
rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk 
through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame 
shall not consume you. 
Joshua 1:5 No man shall be able to stand before you 
all the days of your life. Just as I was with Moses, so 
I will be with you. I will not leave you or forsake 
you. 
Hebrews 13:5 & 6 Keep your life free from love of 
money, and be content with what you have, for he 
has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 6 
So we can confidently say, “The Lord is my helper; I 
will not fear; what can man do to me?” 
Hebrews 6:18 so that by two unchangeable things, in 
which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have 
fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to 
hold fast to the hope set before us. 
 
Now look at my life. 

Job 19:9–11 He has stripped from me my glory and 
taken the crown from my head. 10 He breaks me 
down on every side, and I am gone, and my hope 
has he pulled up like a tree. 11 He has kindled his 
wrath against me and counts me as his adversary. 
Psalm 142:4 Look to the right and see: there is none 
who takes notice of me; no refuge remains to me; no 
one cares for my soul. 
 
Devoured As a Victim (v11-21) 
The enemies. 
Luke 23:10 & 11 The chief priests and the scribes 
stood by, vehemently accusing him. 11 And Herod 
with his soldiers treated him with contempt and 
mocked him. Then, arraying him in splendid 
clothing, he sent him back to Pilate. 
Mark 15:16–20 And the soldiers led him away inside 
the palace (that is, the governor’s headquarters), 
and they called together the whole battalion. 17 And 
they clothed him in a purple cloak, and twisting 
together a crown of thorns, they put it on him. 18 
And they began to salute him, “Hail, King of the 
Jews!” 19 And they were striking his head with a 
reed and spitting on him and kneeling down in 
homage to him. 20 And when they had mocked 
him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put 
his own clothes on him. And they led him out to 
crucify him. 
2 Corinthians 11:24–28 Five times I received at the 
hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. 25 Three 
times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. 
Three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I 
was adrift at sea; 26 on frequent journeys, in danger 
from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my 
own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the 
city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger 
from false brothers; 27 in toil and hardship, through 
many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often 
without food, in cold and exposure. 28 And, apart 
from other things, there is the daily pressure on me 
of my anxiety for all the churches. 
 
The experience of aloneness. 
Matthew 5:21 & 22 “You have heard that it was said 
to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever 
murders will be liable to judgment.’ 22 But I say to 



you that everyone who is angry with his brother will 
be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother 
will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You 
fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire. 
Acts 7:54 Now when they heard these things they 
were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. 
 
But You, O Lord. 
Psalm 102:17 he regards the prayer of the destitute 
and does not despise their prayer. 
Deuteronomy 33:27 The eternal God is your 
dwelling place, and underneath are the everlasting 
arms. And he thrust out the enemy before you and 
said, ‘Destroy.’ 
Hosea 2:15 And there I will give her her vineyards 
and make the Valley of Achor a door of hope. And 
there she shall answer as in the days of her youth, as 
at the time when she came out of the land of Egypt. 
 
Delivered To a Renewed Expectation (v22-31) 
The song of freedom. 
Lamentations 3:19–24 Remember my affliction and 
my wanderings, the wormwood and the gall! 20 My 
soul continually remembers it and is bowed down 
within me. 21 But this I call to mind, and therefore I 
have hope: 22 The steadfast love of the Lord never 
ceases; his mercies never come to an end; 23 they 
are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 24 
“The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I 
will hope in him.” 
 
The great realization. 
Lamentations 3:31–33 For the Lord will not cast off 
forever, 32 but, though he cause grief, he will have 
compassion according to the abundance of his 
steadfast love; 33 for he does not afflict from his 
heart or grieve the children of men. 
 
The song of the afflicted. 
Lamentations 3:55–58 “I called on your name, O 
Lord, from the depths of the pit; 56 you heard my 
plea, ‘Do not close your ear to my cry for help!’ 57 
You came near when I called on you; you said, ‘Do 
not fear!’ 58 “You have taken up my cause, O Lord; 
you have redeemed my life. 
 
God’s reign is over the small and the great. 
 
Conclusion 
He was forsaken that I might be accepted and never 
forsaken.  
Matthew 27:46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried 
out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema 
sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?” 

Matthew 27:42 & 43 “He saved others; he cannot 
save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come 
down now from the cross, and we will believe in 
him. 43 He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if 
he desires him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’ 
”Matthew 27:35 And when they had crucified him, 
they divided his garments among them by casting 
lots. 
Matthew 27:39 & 40 And those who passed by 
derided him, wagging their heads 40 and saying, 
“You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it 
in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of 
God, come down from the cross.” 
John 19:23 & 24 When the soldiers had crucified 
Jesus, they took his garments and divided them into 
four parts, one part for each soldier; also his tunic. 
But the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece 
from top to bottom, 24 so they said to one another, 
“Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it 
shall be.” This was to fulfill the Scripture which says, 
“They divided my garments among them, and for 
my clothing they cast lots.” So the soldiers did these 
things, 
Hebrews 2:11–13 For he who sanctifies and those who 
are sanctified all have one source. That is why he is 
not ashamed to call them brothers, 12 saying, “I will 
tell of your name to my brothers; in the midst of the 
congregation I will sing your praise.” 13 And again, “I 
will put my trust in him.” And again, “Behold, I and 
the children God has given me.” 
Matthew 28:18–20 And Jesus came and said to them, 
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 
teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, 
to the end of the age.” 
Psalm 2:6–8 “As for me, I have set my King on Zion, 
my holy hill.” 7 I will tell of the decree: The Lord 
said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten 
you. 8 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your 
heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession. 
2 Corinthians 1:20 For all the promises of God find 
their Yes in him. That is why it is through him that 
we utter our Amen to God for his glory. 
Psalm 22:31 they shall come and proclaim his 
righteousness to a people yet unborn, that he has 
done it. 
John 19:30 When Jesus had received the sour wine, 
he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head and 
gave up his spirit. 
 


