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MARK:  THE KINGDOM MISSION  

MARK 1:14-20 

DAVE WAGNER  

 
ast time Mark introduced his Gospel to us in a prologue which functioned to 

open the curtain and show us the supernatural realities pertinent to Jesus and 

his mission. Jesus is the divine Son of God and the suffering Servant of the Lord; he 

has come forward to accomplish God's mission of gathering his elect people into 

his kingdom. Jesus' identity was revealed to the readers in his baptism when the 

Spirit came down and remained upon him and the Father spoke from heaven, 

affirming that Jesus is his one, unique Son. Then we saw the supernatural realities 

involved in Jesus' mission as Jesus was tempted by Satan in the desert, but 

simultaneously supported by angels. 

Now Mark will move forward in his story to describe the beginning of Jesus' public 

ministry, in which Jesus will begin by gathering disciples to join him in his 

kingdom mission. 

Mark begins by telling us that Jesus didn't begin his ministry until John the Baptist 

was arrested and imprisoned. It would seem that John needed to be taken out of 

the way so the spot light could rest on Jesus without distraction. John was a real 

prophet of God with an important task, but next to Jesus he was nothing at all, and 

it was important for center stage to be cleared, making room for Jesus.  

Galilee is the northern region of Israel, where Jesus will exercise his ministry for the 

first half of this Gospel. It is the hometown of a number of his disciples, and of 

course Jesus' own hometown of Nazareth is here. Jesus' message is the Gospel of 

God. This is an announcement of the good news which has come from God, and 

we find out in v15 what that good news is about. 
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Since the beginning of the Bible God promised to accomplish redemption for fallen 

men. This promise continued throughout every stage of redemption but it became 

especially clear in the writings of the prophets, who spoke of a time when God 

would act more directly to initiate his redemptive rule in the world. Jesus begins by 

announcing that the time has come for God to do just that. In the coming of Jesus 

God's redemptive rule has now come and opened up for men and women to enter 

in a way never before available. This entrance involves experiencing the power of 

the kingdom for salvific blessing and renewal, forgiveness, and intimacy with God. 

This kingdom opens up in the coming of Christ and continues gathering people in 

until the end of this age, when, unlike before, it become visible and obvious in the 

second coming of Jesus with world-wide renewal. At present, since Jesus, the 

kingdom has been largely hidden and invisible, though the effects of it can be seen 

as people believe and obey the Gospel and experience heavenly power for 

transformation. This is the good news of God which Jesus centrally preached. 

Now this good news has implications. Enjoyment of the kingdom is not automatic, 

nor is everyone swept into the kingdom simply by virtue of its coming. This 

kingdom-arrival imposes on men the duty of repentance and faith, and without 

these responses no man can enjoy the power and blessings of the kingdom. So, 

Jesus announces not only the coming of the kingdom but the need for men to 

repent and believe in response to it.  

Repentance is a change of mind which results in a change of life. Sinful people see 

things a certain way and live accordingly. Their seeing is wrong so their living is 

wrong. Such living falls afoul of God's holy character and law and makes men liable 

to divine judgment. And the approach of the kingdom makes the need of life-

change even more pressing. Jesus calls men to consider their ways, to consider 

God's righteous commands, and to turn around from their sin so as to walk in all of 

God's will. This change is requisite to enjoyment of the kingdom in the here and 

now. 
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And Jesus calls for faith. Of course one will not turn from sin to God unless they 

believe they should. Nor will that repentance be adequate if not accompanied by 

heartfelt trust in God and his message. Jesus brings a great proclamation of hope 

and renewal to come but no one can participate in this blessed renewal unless they 

set their heart's trust upon this coming renewal. Only those who desire it, and 

desire it long and hard, get it. Everyone who thus desires it proves their desire by 

fruitful repentance. And only in this way can men enter into God's present 

kingdom. 

Now this is really very important for us to understand clearly. The message that 

Jesus died to forgive sins is true but truncated. Jesus died for far more than the 

forgiveness of sin. This world was made by God and belongs to God; it now exists 

as a fallen order full of pain, misery and death. God is not content to leave it this 

way and so he has acted decisively in Jesus Christ to recover his fallen world and 

achieve his original purpose to fill a world with his own Images, human beings, for 

the display of his glory. This is what it means, ultimately, for the kingdom to come. 

This is our evangelistic message to the outside world, not merely that their sins can 

be forgiven, but that God is at work to restore the entire created order and that we 

sinful men and women are invited, even commanded, to participate in this 

restoration. We begin our participation by entering the kingdom ourselves through 

repentance and faith. Having entered we begin to enjoy the powers and blessings of 

the kingdom and are changed; being changed we now desire to bring more sinners 

into the kingdom for their good and God's glory. Do we understand that this is our 

message to the world? It comprehends far more than is contained in The Sinner's 

Prayer. And our message contains the same call for repentance and faith which 

Jesus delivered to us. Men must change and they must believe God, or they cannot 

be saved. 

Someone might ask why God presents this reality to us in terms of a kingdom? 

Actually, the issue of authority and rule seems to be one of the most fundamental 

in all Scripture. God made a world in order to rule it, and to delegate some of his 
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rule to Man. We also see later that God created powerful spirits who shared in the 

rule of the world at another level. At the fall Man abandoned God's authority and 

listened rather to the voice of one of these ruling spirits. Since then Man has found 

himself, as poetic punishment for his fall, bound under the power of that evil spirit. 

Did Man desire to obey the voice of demons? Then he shall have his desire in 

abundance! He shall be bound under the authority of that evil voice for millennia! 

And in himself alone he shall not be able to get free. 

The blessed God is merciful, however, and promised initially to send a champion 

who would crush this evil spirit and end his dominion over man. Think of it this 

way: Man was created under the  blessed and holy dominion of God; but he chose 

rather to serve under the kingdom of Satan. This has resulted in the blighted and 

shameful story we know as human history. When therefore Jesus comes and 

announces the arrival of the kingdom of God, he is announcing the fulfillment of 

God's promise to once more rule over man, which requires the annihilation of 

Satan's kingdom. The issue here is one of authority and rule. Planet earth is meant 

to function under the kingship of God; it has been laboring under the corrupt 

kingship of Satan and evil men for quite some time. But all of that begins to come 

to an end in the arrival of Jesus. 

Now God could accomplish this kingdom mission of his much more efficiently 

without us. However, Mark shows us that Jesus intends to put to work the men and 

women whom he brings into the kingdom; it is not just that Jesus invites us to 

enjoy the kingdom blessings for ourselves. Rather, Jesus invites us into the 

kingdom that we might learn to bring men out of darkness the way Jesus does. 

Accordingly, Mark now proceeds to record Jesus' calling of the four fishermen who 

became Apostles. 

As Jesus walks along the coast of Lake Galilee he sees two brothers casting a net 

into the sea. These are the fishermen Simon and Andrew. Jesus issues a formal 

invitation to become his full time apprentices which requires them to leave their 



5 
 

business. Jesus quips that whereas they have worked to catch fish they will now 

learn how to catch men. This is Jesus' statement about what he intends to make 

these fishermen; they are to become kingdom evangelists, proclaiming the 

kingdom as Jesus does and calling upon men to repent and believe. Mark perhaps 

desires to lay stress once more on the authority of Jesus as we witness Andrew and 

Simon respond without further ado. What Mark doesn't mention is that these men 

already knew Jesus and had witnessed his words and works, as we see in the early 

chapters of the Gospel of John.  

Going further Jesus sees two more brothers, James and John, mending their nets 

with their father and some hired hands. Jesus calls these brothers also and they 

leave all behind: Vocation, family, and all the rest to answer Jesus' kingdom call. 

What we're seeing here in the call of the first disciples has implications for our own 

understanding of proper response to the kingdom proclamation. While most will 

not leave vocation or family to become disciples, all without exception must 

rearrange priorities to make Jesus and the kingdom number one on the list. It is 

not sufficient for us to delay our obedience to Jesus, to delay to follow him in the 

kingdom mission due to family or vocation; if we are not able to follow Jesus 

because of some aspect of family or vocation then Jesus calls us to leave family 

and/or vocation. The fishermen understood this and the record of their response 

exhibits consciousness of what they had to leave behind.  

What about us? Do we understand the life changing demand of Jesus? Do we 

understand the nature of the kingdom mission into which Jesus calls us? God has 

promised to visit the world in punishment for its sins and afterwards to make a 

New Heaven and Earth; in this renewed world God's kingdom will be plainly and 

tangibly manifested. Until that day Jesus has commanded us to enter his kingdom 

and to work for the gathering of other people into the kingdom. What are we doing 

to further this mission? Could we provide evidence of having rearranged the 

priorities of our lives in response to Jesus' call? How has our work or family or 
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anything else been affected by our repentance and faith? These are serious 

questions which must not be brushed aside. There are perhaps many people who 

think themselves to have responded to Jesus' call but they are deceived; time will 

reveal their deception but it would be better for them to discover this sooner rather 

than later. What is the goal of our lives? Is it the typical American hankering after 

comfort, pleasure and security? Or do we pray for and work for, according to our 

special design, the completion of the kingdom mission of God? Simon, Andrew, 

James and John are models of what a right response to Jesus' kingdom call looks 

like.  

 


